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/PREFACE. ' . -• • 

,.. In presenting the following miscellaneous sheetg 

, to the public, I feel great pleaisure in acknowledof- 

. ing my objigatioos to a MS. compiled by my 're- 

'..yered frjenrl, and seif ior in the Chinese Mission, the 

' Reyd. R. Morrison, D. D. on the tenth anhiver- 

' .Vary of his^rrival in China, (Sept. 4, 1817.) Most 

• of what the MS. contained, the reader will find 

^ ^disposed of between the beginning of the fourth 

jind middle of the tenth section. It embraced the 

.principal /nets and events relative to the Mission 

during the first few years of its existence; but they 

are here rather dift'erently arranged, and interspersed 

' ,.with various obsei'viitions. 

With respect to the whole book, I shall but just 
remark, that it was intended to be Miscellaneous ^ 
and hence, the reader is not to expect many histo- 
rical facts of gri'at moment, or that those recorded are 
arranged with much regard to order. Again, it was 
designed chiefly for those who were, or were likely 
to bej connected with the Ultra Ganges Missions^ 
and such as felt a particular interest therein; hence, 
it was necessary to notice some circumstances ra- 
ther of a minute and private nature, more fully than 
would otherwise have been done. These, toge- 
ther with several long digressions (which are not, 
however, foreign to the design of the [)ublication) 
the general reader may pcrliaps find irksome. Fi- 
nally, it was originally mtended to embrace only 
the^r^^ ten years of the Mission; but so ne circum- 
stanc:e occasioned its bein^ n-jarly two years in the 
press, which afforded an opp'.>rtuuity of noticing 
briefly, the progress of the Mi.^sion during that time, 
so that, in fact, twelue years are eiubraced. 
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fREfACC. 



,Thone who expect ^to i^n^^.here, long. and ^pt^re^* 

ing conversations \vuh the • .heathen-— those wh9 

consider *exceUence of s^te and* a .li^cid order of 

•subjiect, as .essential to a book-^tHose wlip feannot 

jiow ah^ thep be ' content to d i gress a 1 i ttji e with .the 

aut1ibr,^an^. those w for ipvich .that is new, 

*™wili all be disappqlnted.—Fo^^ <^at- 

tacliing\^he'high iipnportance'^that some^do^ ^to WjHat 

I the* heathc^i say—or to what well dispose^ |>ersons 

• amoii^ Ihem, may brmg iforward in ^ an occasional 

cbnyersatibni niay be justly questioned---and,the tp- 

'tal absence of Sjuch conversations here, is to \fe at- 

^tributed'ih some measure to this.* Prom one daily 

and almost solely ehgaged in the'stiidy of a foreigij 

lanffuaffeJ' excellence of style in his own, Is hardlv 

to be expected: to have attempted it, in the present 

ins^iice, would have been unwise. ' ' ' « ' 

' Ma LAccAi January, 182Q. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Christianity suited to^ and tntendid foK^ all naticni. 
^tbe duly of making it kncxvn recoimzfd in ex^ry 
age. The formation of the Musioncry ^octety^^ 
its attention directed to ChihC. 

C/HRfsTrAviTy, a« revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
ture.^, is ihc only reli|Z'on* w hich is in all respects 
adapted to the moral state of the whole *M)ild; 
hence it possesses an indisputable and unrivalled 
claim to sup'-rscde every other. The positive de- 
clarari<ni<i of its Divine Author, prove it to be 
intended for ihc whole family of man ; and its 
doctrines, precepts, and ritual all unite to declare 
its suitableness to the interred cliaracter, an*! exter- 
nal circumstances of sinful creatures, in every 
Itatc of society and in every pprt of the earth. 

Its DOCTRINES, thou^h in some pirticul.irs above 
the comprehension of man in the present infm- 
cy of his beini;, arc yet remaik ably ad.ipt^d for 
the exercise of his intellectual faculties, anil all- 
in perfect conformity with the dicraes % \' sound 
reason. Their unequdleil >\d^hfnirv in>parts an 
elevated character to the n)ifw1, which the utmost 
refinements of human w«s itnii could n^vcr pro- 
duce. Their certainty brin^r, the M..r!d o\it of 
chat maze of cnulefs pTf)lcxiiics, in uhich the* 

B 
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bed and moft enlightened of Pagan Sages wander- 
ed, and led after them the blinded multitude. 
The powerful support vhich the doctrines of 
Christianity afford to the hopes of the guilty, pa- 
cifies the conscience, purifies the heart, and glad- 
dens the countenance. Their greatnefs enlarges 
the soul, and raises it to God ; while their fulnefs 
and variety furniflV endlefs topics of thought, and 
cxhaufilcfs fources of pleafure. Mort of them arc 
easily understood, and they arc all full of consola- 
tion to the truly penitent, aiid to the upright in 
heart. 

Its PRECEPTS arc all simple, holy, reasonable, 
and useful to man in every capacity, nnd in every 
relation of life; and mnn's dependance on the Su- 
preme Being, his circumstances in the world, the 
desires of his immortal nature, and the testimony 
of hi-s conscience, all prove it to be both his duty 
and his intercbt to obey. 

^ Its RiruAL is neither complicated, expensive, 
nor irksome. It can be carried to all parts of the 
\i()rld ; and observed just as well where neither 
gold^ silver, gems, nor materials for costly array 
exist, as where tliey are found in the richest abun-t 
dance. For it commands no un formity of dress, 
either in the ministers or in th« members of the 
church. Magnificent temples, decorated altars, 
and splendid ceremonies ft)rm no part of the New 
^e>tament ritual. It enjoins no uniformity of lan- 
guage in the worship ot the Deity — no vcxatiout 
peculiarities in the gait, gestures, and posture of 
the worshippers — no expensive apparatus in the 
celebration of divine ordinances — and no tech^^ 
nical shibboleth to characKfiz: the doctrine* 
and followers of Jesus. Simpbcitv and utility arc 
the clwractcristics gf all its cbscivances. Picty^ 
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truth, junice, purity, peaccablcncss, benevolence, 
and usefulness of life, are the only marks by which 
if requires the servants of Gi)d to distinguish 
themselves from '* the world which lies in wicked- 
ness/* 

Cmkistianity claims the world as the sphere 
of its operations: it knows no other loc-^Uty. Ic 
commands the nations to give up nothing but what 
is injurious for them ro rerain • and proposes no- 
thing for their acceptance but what they aic rnise- 
rahic without. It casts no slight on any one coun- 
try, by exaltinix the virtues and glory of another. 
It represents ** all peoples and nations*' as on a 
level in ilic eyes of Gi)d-as equally offenders 
against him — equ.dly subject to the decisions of 
his auful justice — and equally welcome to the be- 
ncBrs of his abundant nurcv. Its moral and posi- 
tive duties are equally biuiling on ail to whom the 
gofpcl is niailr known — its falvation and privileges 
are open on the fame terms to all who will receive 
them, with«»ut diftinction of age, rank, talent, or 
country; — and its rrcmetidous sanctions will be 
cxcctited on all wUn reject or abuse if, without 
pirtiality, and uitliout the polTibility of appeal or 
cfcape. 

It commands tiothing inronsisfent with the out^ 
vard condition of nations or of individuals, to per* 
f »rm ; while it contains the germ of every principle 
nccedary to rrruhr th<- ihronr flable — the nation 
prosperous — the family happy — the individual vir- 
tuous — and the foul eternally blcfled. Christi- 
anity is theonly religion fitted f<»r universal adop. 
tion; and the only one capable of conducting iho 
kingdoms of the world to nnmortal fdicitw 

It is the duty of all who expect to be faved by 
Chfill^ to do chcir utmoft for the extenfion of 
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Chriflian kno\vl(?dp;c: and God is picafcd to honor 
and to bicfs his fcrvants, by making them llic mc* 
diums i()f his mtrcy and goodncfs lo others. In 
every ;ige, fince the days of Jefiis, che obligatioa 
to xh\< duty and ihe value of this honor, have 
been felt in the church, cither in a greater or 
lcC< drgrcc. 

: Tlir zeal of christjans, in this part of their 
diirv, h.is generally been in proportion to the mea- 
sure of cleari'iefs with which they have seen, and to 
the energy with which they have felt, the truth 
an(l inipi)rrance c»f the gospel. In the darkest pe- 
riods of the church, there liave always been some 
crtorts made, h(»wevcr feeble, to extend theknow- 
lei^geof falvation among pacran nations. In reailing 
fcveral periods of ecclesiastical history, while wc 
lament to see the lustre and glory of the christian 
doctrine beclouded, by the dogmas of pngan philo- 
iophy, find rl^e metaphysical fubileties of the 
fclu>oU ; and the piiritv and limplicity of its wor- 
shipcorrupced and aJultc rated, by the admixture of 
Hvathen rites and Popifli fiiperllitions ; yet wc 
feel pleafurc to peiceivr, even in the mii'.fl of 
thefe evils, the lamp of trutii l)i|l burning, though 
dindy ; and the principle of holy zeal Ihll acting, 
thoui^ii feebly. '* Human inventions, intended 
either as improvements on the Gofpcl, or to render 
it more palatable to the tJiHe of focirty, have al- 
ways,-' as one juftly obfcrvcs, ** ferved like paint- 
ings on glafs windows, to attract the notice of 
children nntj idle perfon«, bur to obfcure the liglu 
from.thofe th^t are within." — Si ill, neither human 
inventi'>nj5 nor human wickcdnel's hav^ ever bee»| 
able C(>n)pletely to extinguilh the lii»lit of truth, 
or to deOroy the life of practical Chrillianity. This 
fact, which pone who have pcrufcd the record^ qf 
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thcChurch will dispute, tends flrongly to confirm 
the words of Chriit concerning ihc Church — ihut 
•• she jf<J V/ of Hell shall nci prevail agathsi //." 

A just sense of the deplorable stare of Pagan 
melons ; a full conviv^^tion of the suitableness otthc 
Gospel to their condition ; a firm persuasion of the 
truth of the diviue promises; and a deep imprers* 
$ion of the duty of all dttsliai.s to exert llicm* 
selves f«»r the propagation of divine truth, were 
the principles which led to the formation of tiu 1 
Missionary Societv, in London, in 1795. I?s 
specific object was, to spread the kncwUdgd of the \ 
(tffSfel umuhi* Heiitbin and other ut.enh^bfenrd nu.'i^ns ^ ] 
and it was the aim of those venerable men, who 
assisted at its ftMiiiation, that its fundamental and 
DisriNGUisu ING PIUNCIPLE shouKl be such as to 
admit, n(»t merely of the pecuniary aids and good 
wishes of cl^ristians o( eve^y deKOmtna ion ; but also 
to engage the talents of the wise among them, in 
the dircdlitin of its affairs, and to support the la- 
bours of such Missionaries as they miglu severally 
furnish, in the promotion of its views abro:id. 
They wijhed that the Society, should not be either 
Kpifcopjlian or Prcfbyterian, Congrcg.itional or 
M«^^h<Kiitlic ,exclulively i bur thai it shnuMcoml^ine • 
all thei'e, wuht>ut being chai :JCtei i7cd b\ the peculi- \ 
aricies of any one ot them : tliertloie ilxy called it * 
•* The Mijt uan ^"^ocety^^^ not meaning thereby 
jhat there were no other Missionary S.>cieiies; but 
becaufe they wilb.ed the one whicli the) hail form- 
ed to be open to Chriflians of all denominations, 
without coming in contact with the dillingtiilb- 
ing principles of any party. Hence, its ^ilfairs 
have al\\a\s been managed by a B(»aid of Direc- 
tors, chol'cn anr.ually from the two Ellabhlbed 
(Churches ui Ea^land and Scotland, and from va- 
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rious bodies of DiflTcntcrs; and of the labourers 
whom it has scntf(»rth, fomcarcEpifcopalians.snme 
Prclbvrcrians, some Liithenms, and $ome Diflen- 
' ters. Thus ihry are united in the briirf of rhe great 
truths of rheGoffKl. ami in f heir eftorts to promote 
the iliftnfion thereof; but they agree to dilFer in 
ivjinfs nflclfermomenr, concerning which there ne- 
ver has been, and perh.ips never uill he, a perfect 
iinanimiry in the duircli. I have lei^gthened out 
this paneraph for the sake of ihofe ulu) may not 
I have had the means of acquiringcorred information 
concerning the principle ol the Miflionary So- 
cietv. 

Other socirtifs of a similar nature, bc- 
lonoing to various single Protestant Commu- 
niti'es, had been prrvionsly formed; and if their 
fnnciamental principle was not so broad, yet 
their ultimate views were equally benevolent 
and honorable; and the varied success, wirh which 
their respective efforts are crowned in ditterenc 
parrs rf the world, is such as ro afford the most sa- 
lutary lessoi^s ofinsfrifflion, and the moll abundant 
cncouracrrn>rnr, lo all sinnlar institutions of a 
iubsrqnent date. For severil years, the Mism- 
bvARV .SociKrv was occupied in tht- crganization 
of Missions to JfrTa, to the Snufh >r.t^, &C. But 
no pan of t'le vorM vcf nird so lieserving o\ irs^nr- 
tention as rhe Fvfire of China. F'»r, notwiih- 
standingih.it various artemp.s hid been \y\<n\'\ ni 
iciifferenc periods of the church, to introduce the 
Gospel into that rounirv, still the tliit k shailrs of 
Pagan darkness hung <»ver its innnt n^c popnla- 
^^ tion, who. tt> the prcsmt hour, luivt* nrirhrr rasted 
"' the sweets of poljriral frcetinni. nor brIu-M the rc- 
^ ?iving beams of the Sun of Rightcoufncfs. 
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SECTION I. 



T\ffort$ of forn*rr ages to fhriflianize China — by the 
SfiJorLins — bv tbi l\i,mjb Church. A Greek 
" Church in Peking. 

B FORE procrcdinp ro noticr particularly the pra- 
CcCvliiiL's of tiic MifIi.)rKiry Society in China, \vc 
n»av take a Ihciit view ot the vniioiM ( fTorts made 
in firmer ciincs to introduce the Gofpcl into thaC 
country. 

EccLLSiASTiCAL HisfORY fumifhcs hut ver/ 
fcanty, an»l often not very wcIUauihcnticatcd, in- 
formation on iliis fubjecc. 

The full atfen>pts to make known the truths of 
Chrifiianity in China were by the Ncftorians, who 
from tlie 5th century, when the feet arofe, to the 
cnvl of the 7th century, penetrated through the 
various cotnuries eastward of Conftantinople, to 
Tartary, whrre they fpread their doctrines, and 
crecicil Chriflian Societies.* In the end of the 
Seventh i fhfuvx^ they Came into Liina,^ where they 
also estahlis'icil churches. Little m«>ic notice is 
taken of their proceedings for nearly five hundred 
years after. In tiic f tirer^^ih ( rniurv^ thcv are said 
to have had a fl •urishinix churchj in the North 

• Vidsj BncK!4 Thfolo^'ical Dictioi arv, A'ol. H. p. 190. 
t Mosheim's Eecle>iiistical Hi>ior^, Vol.11, p. ISl, 
J Ditto, Vol.111, p. 131. * 
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of China, uhcrc it still continued to exist in the 
beginning of the Fifteenth Century^ afrer it was 
nearly extinguished in Tartaiy. In the fifteenth, 
and commencement of the sixteenth cenruiy, 
'Neflortantfm is thougi;t to have entirely died 
awav in China. 

With refpect lo the Ncstoiians in China two 
remarks offer tome. The fiill is, that no au- 
thentic Chinefe records, that I have yet seen, 
make the Icaftmeniion of the coming of that fccc 
into China, or (»f their efforts, doctrines,, suffer- 
ings, or extinction, there. Nor, with the excep- 
tion of thcStone Tablet of Sce-Gan,t mentioned by 
some Romifli Mifllonaries, have any monuments^ 
inscriptions, remains of old cluirclus, &c. been 
noticed by any Chinefc writer, that 1 have seen or 
heard of. The second is, that no part of the Nef- 
lorian. doctrines, or ceremonies of worfhip, seem 
to have mingled themselves with any of the Pa- 
gan Systems of China; at least so far as I can yet 
discover. 

In many other countries. Paganism has borrow^ 
ed from ChrKlianity; and in China, images and 
pictures of Chrift, borrowed from the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, arc found in some Pagan Temples, 
where at certain times they are woilbipped.J; There 
Fs in the Shin-feen-tung. keen, a Chinese Mytholo- 
gical History, a brief account of the birth, life, 
death, refurrection, afccnUon, and difciples of 



* Mosheim, Vol. III. p. 289. . 

t See Le Compters Memofrs of- China. p.348,S53.; where 
a curious account of the inscription found on the tablet, is 
given. 
^ X Vide Morrison's Memoir of his Journey to Peking. 
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Cfirift ;♦ an account evidently borrowed from the 
Roman Carbolics. 

Thcfc circuinftances, if this vicwof them be 
jud, are the more finguhir, in as much as the Chi* 
nefe notice every other foreign feet, which has en* 
tered iheir country. The Budhifts, the Mahome- 
tans, and the Roman Catholics, are all particularly 
noticed by them. Moreover, Cbco-foo^tzsCj ^Jctng*, 
Txse^ and other eminent Chinefe writers, lived ia 
and near the time when Nellorianifm muft, accor- 
ding to the above accounts, have been in its mod 
flourilhing (late in China. They notice a number 
oi religious fects that exifted in the counu^y, at 
that time, but make no mention of any feet of 
Chriftians. 

The Ncstorians, according to Dr. Moshcim and 
other ecclesiastical historians, must have been in 
China for a period of more than et^bt hundred years \ 
and it is a singular circumstance that, if they really 
were there for so great a length of time, Chinese 
History never mentions them. 

In the thirteenth Century, the Roman Catholic 
Cvurch fird extended its efforts, rather indirectly, 
to China. An embalfy, composed chiefly of eccle- 
siastics, at whose head wns Johannes a Monte Cor- 
vino, was fcnt from Pope Nicholas IV. to Coblai, 
Emperor of the Tartars. Their object seems prin- 
cipally to have regarded Tartnry ; yet they are faid 
to have erected churches in China also.f 

In the year I joj, the Gospel is reported to have 
made so great progrefs in China, that Pope Cle- 
ment V. erected Cambalu, which fomc think to be 

- 

^ See a trans! ition of this accouat ia the Indo-Cbioesa 
Gleaner, No. IV. 

t Sec Mosheiro, Vol. III. p. 132. 

P 
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Peking, into an Archbifliopric, which was confc#. 
rcii OIL Johannes a Monte Corvino, above men- 
tioned.* 

-Francis A^jv/Vr, the Celebrated Jefuit, had con-, 
ternplateil the converfion of China to the Chrif- 
tian faith; but, in the itiidll of his benevolent 
plans; he Was called away by death, off the coalt 
of that country, in the year 1552. • ^ 

II • Matthew Ricci, an Italian of the samcPrder, 
afur the death of Xavier, penetrated China, 
preached the Catholic faith, and laid the foundatiory 
of tlie Roniifli Church there. Much flrefs cannot 
be laid <»n any thing done for the Gofpcl ifl China; 
before the days of Ricci. In the cohihience- 
ment of the Scventetntb Crn*ur:^ numbers of Jefu- 
its, Dominicans, Francifcans, and Capuchins en- 
tered C hina ; and, with part of the Gofpel, pub- 
liflied a gieat deal of the super^itions of the Ro- 
niilll Chu'rch, and the peculiarities of their rcf- 
ptCtive ordeis. 

During the reign of the Emperor Km^r^hf^ the 
Miffionarics had Ids to contend with, and enjoyed 
more freedom in their work, than before and since. 
Swvrral I.undrcds of Catholic Miflionarirs. in- 
cluiling nitivts and foreigners, have at different 
times laboured in China; and it is but juftice to 

I sa\^ that many of tiic m appear to have been sincere 
anil single-hearted in their work* Some of them 
VroiL' well, VI here the peculiar errors of their 

♦ See Mosbeim, Vi.l. III. p. 297. Why Caiubalu ii^ sop- 
poAed to be Peking, 1 know not. If it be, it is a 'iartar 
iiame---'ibe Tartars then governed Ciiina. .Tohannks a 
MciNTB CoRViNO was a celebrated Italian Friar, vbo la- 
boured for many years in Tarlary, and Iranslatt'} ibf Nt*%Y 
Testament, and the P^ahns ot* David ialo the Tartar lad- 
guage. 
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church, did not v%'arp their judgement* and several 
were dillinguifhed /or their knowledge of Cliinefc 
Literature; wHjlc it cannot bcilcnicci, on the otiier 
hand, th^t iher^ were among them, fomc who 
were tainted with fcepxicifm, and others who 
joved the honors of a Court more than the labours 
of the Christian Nfiniftrv. 

. With refpect to the Doctrines and Ceremonies 
which they taught in China^ a fair fpecimen of 
.th? bed of thefc, is cont.|ined in the Chnufe 
writings of the MifGonarics, fevcral of which 
the compiler has perufed. The style of their 
^publications, is generally perfpiciious — fometious 
elegant,— and may be often imitated with advan- 
tage by fubfequent labourers, to whatever church 
they belong ; and to take due advaiuage of the 
talents and labours of thofe .\vho have gone bcfor?, 
in order to facilitatjc o.ur own progrel's, is wifdom, 
and difcovers reverence to Chrill, who gave ihein 
rhcfc gifts for the good of the clunch. The 
Doctrines which thefe writings communicarr^ 
are molHy fuch as were propagated in Europe 
jn what ProteUants call •* the d:r\eit periods 
oi the Church.'* Here and there, a b:!autiful ^cx\^ 
riment, welLexprelFed, and fupported by appro- 
priate quotations from the Fathers of the Latin 
Church, occurs ; hut often, in clofc connexion 
therewith, fome traditional abfurdity, whicli 
difgurts reafon and common fenfe, meets the 
reader's eye. 

Their Ritual has certainly loft nothing by beint; 
Xruifported to the Eaft. The fictions of ChineTe 
paganifm, and the legends of the priells of Fuh and 
Taou ; together with imported relations of miracles 
and wonders, wrought at tlie (hrinrs of the faints, 
at the tombs of maityrs^ or \\\ the caves of hcr« 
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j mfrs, have all contributed to produce confid'erabfc' 
^ additions to the cercnrionrcs of the church. The 
virtues attributed to the (igri of the crofs — to ther 
ringing of bells -^to the burning "of wat Candles; 
and the powerful aids faid lo be afforded by the 
Virgin-goddcfs, to females in fcafons of peculiar 
folicitude-— to fick children — to the aged and poor;- 
tended very much to make the fyltem acceptable 
to the lower daffcs; efpecially to females, who be- 
fore their converfion, had' been accuftomed to pray 
1 50 ^ W^^K K. Hitny.fuh^for^^yin, and ^ ^ ll # 
\ ^^keen-kow-Jhing-mno^ &c. iChinefe goddcffes), fof 
! children, when barren, and for help rn the hour of 
travail. The talents of the MifTionaries, their 
virtues, and their influence, for a time, at court, 
I gained over not a few irt the higher walks of life 
to the profcflion of the Gofpef. 
[ But, the ifolated rays of fcriprure light, pafling 
I through fo thick and clouded an atmofpherc, muff 
have been faint indeed. It is devoutly to be wi(h- 
cd, that if the Roman Catholic religion should ever 
regain its infl^uence in* China, (a thing not at pre- 
fcnt very likely) its promoters may purge away the 
corruptions of doctrine and worfhip ; and teach" 
Christianity as it was taught by Jcfus and his- 
Apoflles. 
\ However, thefe corruptions are to be attributed' 
rothe fyftem, and not to the men themfelves: the 
fear and love of God woulJ have reft rained them* 
from corrupting the truth inrenrionally^; yand we 
find the cflTcntial doctrines of Divine Revelation* 
fcattered through their Chinefe publications. The 
learning, perfonal virtues, and ardent zeal of fomc 
of them, defervc to be imitated by all future Mis- 
I sionaries— will be equalled by few, — and perhaps* 
rarely exceeded by any. Their stedfaftucfs and^ 
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triumph in the mrdft of the pcrfccutions, evert 
(o blood and death, in all imaginable fi)rm^ of 
terror, which they endured in J«»p»n, China, &c* I 
fhcw that the adulterated christiiniry which ihry 
taught, is to be ascribed to the effect of educa- 
tion, not to dcfigiT; and alfo affiird gorod reafon tor 
believe, that they have long fince jcrined •• the 
noble army if mJrtyr^^** and are now wearing the 
. crown of thofc •• who fpared not their lives front 
death, but overcame by the blood of the Lamb,, 
and by the word af their teftimony." It is 
alfo, not to be doubted, that m.uiy finners were, 
through their labours, turned from fin to Godj 
for we have abundant caCife to think, tiiat where- , 
ever the great lines of thcGofpel are made known, | 
(hould there even be a mixture of error with the 
truth, God will not fuffer his word entirely to fall 
to the ground. They will finally have due '* praifc 
from God /' and let us never cheridi a reluttlancc 
fo conlider them as fellow-workers in His kingw 
dom. 

Of late years, they have been greatly perfecuted: 
there is, however, reason to believe, that the 
disputes which took place among the Miffi )naries 
themselves, and the fpirit of bitternefs and cwvy 
generated thereby, diil their cnufc more real in- 
jury, (as has ever been the cafe wiih all cliris- 
tian^ in llmilar circumllnnces,) than all the per- 
fecutions which they endured. The contentions 
( which arofe about a term proper to exprefs the 
! Deity; aboCit the rites of facrifice, ufually per- 
formed by the Chinefe, at the tombs of their an- 
Ceftors, &c. ; and the arrival from Europe of Ec- 
clefiaftical Meflengers, clothed with fccular glory, 
and inverted with fpirituaJ powers, to fettle all 
controverftes ; — ihcfe, together with fomc other 
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things which immediately followed, produced the 
two greatcO evils that can ever befall any body of 
men, jointly jahouring f >> the converfion of the 
Heathen, whether they belong to the Catholic or 
to the Proteftant Church, viz. external difrefprct 
and internfil dtvi/ions. The high toiic aflumed by 
a Legate from Rome; the imperious conduct o/ 
individual Millionaries, in hig'i ecclefiallical. Na- 
tions; and the inflexible firmnefs, (fonie have cal- 
led it obflinacy,) of the greater parr, who were 
neither intimiilated by the thunders of the Vati- 
can, nor fofteneil by the entreaties of the friends 
of truth, nor moved from their purpofe by the 
pacific counfcis of moderate Pagans ; — thefe things 
tmtied to lower their religion and its ;niinifters in 
the eftimation of the Chincfe ; and the introduc- 
tion of feparate and contending intcrvHs dividend 
the Millionaries among themfclves ; (o that inflead 
of exhauirmg their whole time, (Irength, and ta- 
lents in theTervicc of the Heathen, a very confi- 
derable portion of thefc was thrown away, in de- 
fending the claims, in defining the peculiarities, 
and in fupf)oriing the pre-eminence of the feveral 
Monadic Orders, under the banners of >vhich they 
had enlilted. Thef^ remarks are not made for the 
fake of pa (Ting any jrratuitous and oblique reflections 
on the C.'tholic Midions in Ciuna ; but with the 
view of exciting, by an example in point, the mo(,t 
wafchful caution againli fimilar evils, amofigit 
modern labourers. For, although amongft Pro- 
tefl^ant Missionaries, thefc evils may not flow from 
exactly the fame caufes, or attain the fame notori- 
ety ; yet they may arifc from numberlefs other 
jcaufes ; and the confequences will be equally dan- 
gerous ; — yea perhaps more f o : for, the power of 
nwmbers — the influence of wealth — the patronage 
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of Chriftian Kings — the attractions of a (howy 
vorlhip — and the high fcicntific attainments of 
fomc individual Car hoi ic Missionaries, — might 
kee]> their caiife ftill hreathingi where oui*i/fup- i 
ported by few fiich vifible and tangible aids, would 
be laid in its grave. Thus, one generation, and 
one fociety of^#iien may learn wildom, not only 
from the virtues of another^ but alfu from its faiU 
ings and err(»|-s. 

The Europeans, who were the life of the 
Mifllons, have richer died, been banifhed, or fal- 
len by "the hands of their f)crfccutor^/ and the 
handful of converts whicli they ha<l made (for, 
c<»mpc«rrd with the P.igao Chinefe, they were not, 
in the moft fl urilhing (hice of the Catholic Reli- 
gion, as one to ten thoufandj, partly for want of 1 
the Holy Scriptures, and partly lor want of living 
teachers, are falling bai k rapiilly to Heaihenifm. 

There now ex ills a (fffek Cbtircb \\\ H<k ng^ aC i 
vhich the Rufllin Commercial Rcfideni and others 
from that country, attend The iff^tn of this 
Church is mentioned by Bell, in his account of 
China. - During ti.e nign of Kang^bf, in one of 
his Tartarian wais, fomc RulTians, on the River 
/imcur, were taken prifoneis and brought to Peking. 
ThaCEmpt-ror, wlio was ddHnguilhcd for many 
excellent cjualiiic s, allowed them to build a Church 
9ii\d to ufe their own leligion. When their Pricfts 
die, they feiul fir oihers to Sibv lia. 

A Giiinefe Mandarin, in 1815, made mentioa 
of this Church to Mr. Moirifon — He laid he had 
himfelf been in it, and had vioiihipped the image 
of Jefus CluiU uhich Has there. He told the 
fl«>ry laughingly, from recollecting the gravity and 
objections made by his friend the prielt, nho had 
the chart^c uf the church; and who thought the 
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Mandarin indulged too much levity to be a (in- 
cerc and intelligent viprfliipper. It does not ap- 
pear whether this churchevcr made any^efforts to 
fprcad 'the Gofpcl among the Chinefe. , Its acten-i 
tion.has been jentirely (ronfined to the foreigners 
attached to the Ruffian fiurtory .in j;he. Capital. 
vLtThe /^///ri, (hough they extended Chrifti«inity 
|o the Moluccas ; to part of , the Celebes, and to 
part of the ifland of Formofa ; yet do not appear to 
have .attempted the iiitroducti^n of tht Gofpcl 
into Qhina.. »' ,. ^ . ,,. j ... ., .. . , .. . 

Thus it app.eavs, that the views of the Miflionary 

Society, with relped to the. importance of directs 

ing their efforts to China, were fognded on a juft 

convidion of the deplorable (Vatc of that vaft 

Jcountry, \\hi(;h was (lill groping amidft the daiknefs 

jof. Pagan fuper(\itions, or indulging an odiou$ 

^ hardnefs of hearr> under the in^uence of a conceited 

fjcepticifrri, and vain fpec uUtions, which fuppoic 

^ unlverlc without a God! This will be rtill more 

-evident, from what is cxpreflcd in the following 

jfcdtion. . : . .: 



' u tf 
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A sketch cf fbf national and reltxioas character ^J- 
Ctiha — (.Una originally fmali-^Jlates niimercys-^ 
u*^civtiixed' — withcut arts o^ littrature^erruieout 
conceftions cf her Sages^'^tbe Cbinef^^ great levers of 
antiquity — Tartars govern China — defpife the Cbi^ 
ne/i'^-two raiicnal ibcrjc/en-^ionduci of China to* 
wards foteign nattons'^tradtttoral revela ion, the 
four ce of good fcntiments found among Pagannattons^^ 
great preporderance of falfe principlet found in Cbi» 
neje writings — Chinrfc Philojopbers guilty cf idolatry 
^^warfhip of v^fibie nature — the fect of Fub brings 
new idolatry in from the wrfl^^^ihe gods cf China 
numerous as the fund — fhe is whotty given to idolatry 
^^aJars every whcrc-'^ajlrclogy^ f^eils, i^c, — con^ 
duel of the feet of the learned at death, l^urtcus 
kinds of falfe phihfophy prevail^'^the effect of tbefe 
on the nation, f^ide^ infanticide^ harduefs of heart. 
Spifit and purfutts of various doffes — degree of 
vice in Chtna^^the g'^ffel, unueU'me to her high* 
minded phi.ofofhers'-^imfortaf ce cf Mffionanes 
knowing the ft ate of the' nation which they propofe to 
evangelize. 

A% the object of ihcfc papcs is, not merely tonar- 
rate historical fa<5ls, but alfotoview ihem in their 
various aspens, coiKomitants, and probable re- 
sults; 1 fliall theret\)re orter no afpology for defer- 
ring the diftin^l confideratioa of ihc Mifllua to 

D 
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China, till \re firft take a brief furvey of the ftatc 
©f that great nation, in regard to religion and mo- 
rals; which it is hoped, will (how how neceffarjr 
the benevolent effort to in>p:;rt divine knowledge, 
vras; and alfo fiirnilli additional motives for a ten- 
fold increafe of exertion, in the profccution of the 
good work, which is yet but in its infancy. 

The religioiis, moral, and political principles of 
any people, conllantly and reciprocally aficileach 
other to fuch a degree, that it is hardly poftiblc 
to delineate one, without drawing in part of 
•the otheis: The fame may be faid of their cha- 

iraifler: an attempt to illuftrate the religious 
and nmral characftcr of a nation, neccflariJy in- 
volves frequent references to its political charac- 
! ter; to its laws, inflitutions, and the fpirit of its 
1 government. Hence, the following llcetch is not 
confined within the limits of what perhaps a per- 
fect accuracy of di(Unclion between thel'e would 
require, but exhibits them, either leparafcly or to- 
gether, juft as materials offer. 

China, is one of the moft ancient of the na- 
I tions ; and, \i\ regard of territory, riches, and po- 
pulation, the greated of them all. It was origi- 
nally a very fmall flate, headed by a chieftain, 
VI ho excrcifcd feudal powers, fimilar to thofc rx- 
I ercifed by ihe heads of Feudal States in ancient 
Europe. It was alfo charatflerifed by that ludc 
ignorance, which attends a ftate of very partial 
civilization. In the times of Ta^u and Shun, 
I (B. c. 2,200) China was juft emerging from 
barbarifuj. A little before ihcir days, the peo- 
pie lived in the favagc ttate. Tliey rclided i» 
woods, and in caves; and in holes dug in the 
grouniK They c«">vered themfelves with the Ikins 
of bcalU; they alfo formed garments of the leaves 
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of trees, of grafs, of reeds, and of feathers. They 
ate the flclh of animals, with the blood, and the 
(kin, and the hair; all unboiled^ unroutled, and 
undreflcd.* 

Their dead often I.iy unburieil ; fometimes they 
were thrown into ditches and marflies ; at other 
times call, without fhroud, coffin, or ceremony, 
into a hole dug with the end of a Hick in the 
earth, where wolves, infecls, &c devoured 
them-t They were in a flate equally barbarous 
with that in which the Britons lived durinp^ the 
reign of Druidifm, before the conquefl by Julius 
Caefar. As far down as 918 years b. c. there are | 
indances on record, in which beloved minis- 
ters, concubines, and flaves, were killed at the 
death of their Prince, to bear him company, and 
fcrve him in the other worKI.J They were bar- 
barians in literature, as well as in manners; they, 
could neither read, nor write, nor cypher. 

From the days of T^tou, the territory of China 
extended; its population increafed ; its character 
improved ; and the want of knowledge and inven- 
tion, was felt. 

Increaling numbers tiught them the necefTity of 
labor; labor, of inftruments ; and inllruments, of 
(kill : thel^ produced Come improvements in the 
riore ufeful arts, i!ie progrefs of which was for a 
time fccured by necclTicy, the principle which 
gave them birth. 

In letters, nature itfcif became their teacher; 
the rirft ideas of writing were Cugirelled to ihcm 
by the imprelTun of the feet of birds on the fand, I 

• Viae fS uE Lfe K'hf, part 4, 5ert. 9. 

t VIrIc j[fi£ -j- xMuN^-TszB, p^rt 3. 

t Vide ^^ M J M She-king kwoh.fung. 
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and the marks on the bodies offlicll fidi.* Their 
written chara(5lcr continued for a long period, 

( .purely hieroglyphic; but, after pading through 
various changes, fuggcfled partly by convenience, 
and partly by genius, it gradually loll its original 
form, and approximated to one better adapted for 
the purpofcs of Government and Literature. 
• In the earlier ages of China, before her inhabi-* 
tants were colledled into towns, cities, and large 
afTociations, along with rufticity of ideas, nranners, 
and. virtues, they prefcrved the ruder vices of fa- 
vage life; but were not contaminated with the in- 
trigue, the falfehood, the hypocrify, and the co- 
vetousnefs, which too often attend a more ad- 
vanced ftnge of fociety. Hence, Chinefe fages of 
fubfcquent times, imprefled with the evils which 
pafTcd under their immediate review, but forget- 
ting thofe that exifled of old, pafs the highelt en- 
comiums on the ages of antiquity. Even things 
which were the confequences of ignorance and 
barbarity, they fometimes miftakc for virtues of 
high chara(fler. They feem to have erroncoufly 
imagined, that the vices of their own time?, were 
rather the necefTary confequences of progreffivc 
civilization, than the native emanations of human 
depravity, changing their channels according to 
times, and circumftances: limilar mifconceptions 
we find exilHngin every country. 

In the commencement of the Dynafty Cbow, 

I upwards of a thou land years before Chrift, the 
Chinefe dates, or clans, amounted to om thuufand 
and eight hundred,^ each of which had its chieftain, 
who poflclFed abfolute and hereditary power; but 

^, , * Vide Morrison's Chinese Dictionary, IntroductioD, p. 1. 

f Vide ^ ^^ Kwoh-tseh, preface, 1st page. 
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they all united in acknowledging the fupremacy 

of the Emperors, whom they honored as the centre 

of their* union, and the chief of mortals. Under I 

fuch circumftances, it was impollible, that the dull 

and tircfome monotony of fcntiment, culloms, ami I 

manners, which defpotifm has fincc compelled to ; 

rei^n in China, could have prevailed. 

The philofophy of Cofifucim^ (who lived about 
five hundred years anterior to our era,) though ' 
it can hardly be faid to have brought hii coun* 
trymen nearer to God, yet taught them more' 
clearly the theory of huntan government; and 
haflened the period when the number of ftates, 
already greatly reduced, fhould be entirely a- 
boliflicd ;* for, we find that about 300 years ' 

after him, the number was reduced to feven. i 
Cbe^hwan^^te^ the fird Emperor of the Dynafty 
7*if/y, totally fubvcrced thefe, amalgamated the j 

whole into one, and ere<fted that gigintic def* ^ • 

potifm, the great lines of which continue to this 1 

Lour. The huge machine has been often bat- 
tered, both from without and from within ; but 
its eflcntial parts (till hang together. 

The wifdom of tlie ancient fages, and rulers of 
China, formed a code of laws, which, with many 
defers, polfcflTcd alfo great excellencies. Through 
the numerous ages in which thefe laws have ex- 
isted, they have been executed with various de- 
grees of humanity; fometimes without the op- 
prefllve exertion of arbitrary power. 

For ages, the arts and fcicnces in China, have 
been ftaiionary: and, from the accounts of the 1 

• They were at the beginning of the Dynasty Chow, 
1800, in number. A general chani^e reduced them to 
cighteen---anothcr chanjf, to seven; anoiiier, united these 
into one*— ut supra« 
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lafl Enplifli EmbnfTv', (1816) Cccm now rather in a 

I retrograde ftatc. The obftinarc refufal of rhc Chi- 
ncfe to improve, is to be viewed rather as arifing 
from the efFe<fl of principle, (perhaps I (hould 
fay prejudice,) and ihe reflraints of arbitrary 
power, than fron^ the want of genius. For, they 
ronlidcr the ancient Sages, Kinji[s, Emperors, and 
Governments, as the proto- types of excellence; 

' and deem a near approximation to the rimes in 
which they livecl, the h»irhcft difplay of nntional 
^ wifilom and virtue. Thev are f!ill blindly de- 
voted to antiqu'tv; and poflTefs not that greatnefs 
of character, which fees its own dcfcdils, and fighs 

^ for improvement. 

Maficho'jo /jrr^r.f now govern China. The milder 
fons of Han,* could not withlhind the arms of the 
conquering Tartar. The warlike Scythian, ^^ho 
ate the flf*lh of horfes, and drank the milk of cows, 
was fie for every cnterprife. Univeifal empire 
alone could fate his refllefs ambition; and fcarcc 
any obftacle could refill his favage prowefs. Af- 

\ ter the revei fes attendant on war, continued with' 
various interruptions forfcveral age.«, he at length 
feared himfcif fecurcly on the throne of China; 
where he now hoKIs the moft prominent place 
among earthly Princes, and jtflTumes to be the 

I head of them all, " The S:m of Heaven"— •• The 
Emperor of all under the (hirry Iky/' &c. 

I Ic is now jr75 years fince the Ta lYcUfi^Dyn^s^' 
ty (the prefent one) obt lined the government of 
the whole Chinefe dominions. Thefe Tartars, 
united China to iheir own territory, and thus 
formed one of the mod extenfive Empires that 
cvercxirted. They adopted many of the cuftoms 

• Han is a term generally used for the ChinssEj ia con*, 
tra- distinction from the Tartars. 
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of their newly acquired fubjects; but did nor give 
up thofc which formed their own national peculi- 
arities. They continued to prefcrvc the great 
lines of the code of laws, which they found exiiU 
ing in China; while. at the fame time they im- 
posed others, which were viewed by the conquer- 
ed, as highly difgraceful and opprdlive, and the 
non-compliance with uhich coll fomc of them 
their lives.* The Executive Government is 
chit fly filled wiih Tartars: they aflcct to view the • 
Chincfc with great contempt. They often con- 
tcmptuoufly fay, •• Chinamen furnifn the brcafls 
which we lurk." To contend is of no avail : the 
Chinefc nuill fubmit, and (as they fomerimes ex- 
prefs ihemfclvesj •' quietly eat down ibe i\fuli.'* 
, Since the union of China to Munchow Tartarv, 
there have been tiio national claruihrs in the Em- 
pire, of a very oppofitc kind, affecting each other 
py a mutual reaction. The ruder qualities of the ' 
T.irt/ir have been foftencil by the more mihl and 
poliOied ones of the Chinefc: the cowardly imbc- ^ 
cility and the flow calculating prudence of the 
Chinefe, have been improvtdby the warlike fpirit , 
and claliic activity of the Tartar. The intrigue and ^^ 
deceit of the Chinefc, and the rude courage of i 
the T.irtar, unite in what mny be confuirrcd ilie \ 
prcfcnt national chuacter of China: arui in as 
tar as this union exills, it will render her more 
formidable to her enemies, than nations at a dis- 
tance, imagine. What cannot be eflVcted by force, 
may l>e by fraud, and vice verfa. What any one 
of thefc (iiit'ly, may not be able to accomplilb, ' 
the union <»t both may. 

Btit this mixture (»f qualities, thougli it may 

• Vide Morrisou** i*laiological View ot Ciiiua, p. S. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 

hnvc advantages, rs heterogeneous and unnatural: 
there are in it, \\c have ground xo fuppofe, the 
feeds of national evil. Like thoPe liquid com- 
pounds (e. g. oil and water) the parts of which 
are made to adhere for a time by mechanical agi- 
tation ; but which, when allowed to fettle, rc- 
folve themfclves, without any external caufe, into 
their fimples: fo it may be with China. The 
tempers of her own legitimate children,' and of 
thofe ftrangers who rule over her, are difcor- 
dant and rcfufe to coalefce. China, notwith- 
(landing the advantages which (he has enjoyed 
from the writings of her fages and the wifdom' 
of her lawgivers, polTcfTes little intellectual and 
moral excellence — little honorable principle as 

* a nation— little regard to truth; but much fraud 
and artifice, and contempt of other tribes ol 
men. She possesses, in an astonishing measure, . 
the art of turning all her intercourse with foreign* 

, ers to her own honor and advantage; while they 
are made to feel their own infignificance and de- 

« pendence. Idle displays of majelly and authority 
muft fatisfy thofe nations which feek her alliance; 

' for in vain will they look for truth or refpectful 
treatment. If they can be contented to bow 
down, and acknowledge that their bread, their 
water, and their exirtcnce arc the effects of her 

' bounty ; (lie will not deal unkindly with them. 

, But, woe to that nation which dares prefume even 
xo think itfelf equal, or within a thoufand degrees 
of equality — that nation is rude, barbarous, obfti- 

I nate^ and unfilial : not to tear it up root and 
branch, is a difplav of forbearance worthy of the 
Sovereign of the CelefHal Empire alone ! 

If in her intercourfe with foreign countries, 
China cannot with truth and juHice, make all 
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things appear honorable to herself, flic makes no 
difficulties about uling other means. Sh^difcolors 
narrative — flic mifquotcs ftatements — flic drags 
forth to the light whatever makes for her own ad- 
vantage — and induflrioufly feals up in oblivion 
whatever bears againft her. She lies by f}flcm ; 
and, right or wrong, mud have all to look wt!l \ 
on paper^ This view of the national chariictcr 
of China is not more true than lamentable; efpe- 
cially when wcconfidcr that the character of a na- 
tion is formed by the fcntiments and conduct of 
individuals; and that thefc again, are the refult of 
principles taught in the country, or reigning ia 
the heart. This will lead us to take a more par- < 
ticular view of the religious and moral character of ' 
China. 

Some have aflerted, that the earlicfl writings of 
the Chinefe, contain very clear and juft fcntiments 
concerning the Divine Being, which I think they 
may be fairly called upon to prove. But, ad- 
mitting the afl!crtion to be true, it does not fol- 
low that fuch fcntiments ftill continue to be enter- 
tained; for the writings, in qucftion, (c. g. the 
^ 4§ Woo king, and efpecially the ^ i^Shoo- 
king,) were the productions of men who* lived in 
the primitive ages of Chinefe Hiflory, while the 
light of traditional revelation was lefs obfcured by 
idolatry and fuperllition. Portions of that origi- 
nal revelation of the Divine chara^flcr and will, 
which Cod in merciful condefcenfion, granted to 
thefirft progenitors of the human race, were car- 
ried by their poflcrity to perhaps all parts of the 
earth, wherever their migrations were directed. 
But the depravity of man did not fuffcr this reve- 
lation to continue long in its priflinc purity. — 
** He became vain in his imaginations, and his 
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foolifli heart was darkened." . He could not at 
firft entirely caft off the worlhip of the Creator ; 
(and it may be queftioned whether any nation on 
earth, even to this hour, notwithftanding of muU 
tifarious gods, has ever been able to diveft itfelf 
of all notion of, and reverence for, the Supreme 
Being,) and probably the firft deviations from the. 
pure worfhip of the Deity, were not made with , 
any fqch view; but rather with fomc pious pur^ 
pofe of aiding the memory, >yarming theaffcdioni 
^nd increasing devotional feelings, by the addi^ 
tion of fome created objedl, which could be fecn 
pr felt, and bad a fixed local e3f iftencc, The indul- 
gence of the fan>e folly, increafing from age to 
age, filled the air, and the earth, and the ocean, 
with gods nearly .as numerous as the fands! — So 
dangerous is it lo follow the impulfc of ourfeel-r 
ings, and ;he fuggcftions of imagination, where 
*TRUTH, immortal and unerring, does not lead us. 
If this view of the matter be corre<fl, it will ac-. 
qount for the early departure of all nations from 
^he worfhip of the true God, to idolatry} and 
. alio lead us back to. thi^^ genuine fource of 
ihofe fragments of juft fentimcnts,* which arq 
ililj foqnd among the moft degenerate people, I 
mean to an original revelation: and as we ought 
not, with an idea of exalting the claims of the 
:hriftian fyfterp, to deny the exiftence of thofe frag- 
ments of JMft fcntiment which they yet poflcfs^ 
fo we ought not, on theother hand, in hope of weak- 
ening the conviclion of its neccflity, and deprer 
ciating its importance, to deny ihe guilt, or color 

* I refer principally to sentiments resppcting the Supreipc 
Being, virtue, and vice, rewards ^n^ punishments; but do 
pot mean to insinuate that man can acquire no just senti? 
fpents at all by the exercise of his rational powers, 
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ovct the abfurdirics of thofc abominable idolatries 
into which they have fallen. Many ftriking 
aphorifms — many corre(5l views of life — many 
bright and pertinent thoughts,- concerning thc^mu- 
(tual intcrcourfe of mankind, and the management 
<of bufinefs — many ufeful maxims, for the govern- 
ment of families and nations, and for the regula- 
tion of the tempef in indivrduals,-^afe to be found 
lin Chinefe books; I refer to the beft of their books, 
thofe of the fedl of Confucius, both ancient and 
modern. But the good effects of thefe are in a 
great meafurc counterafted, either by the. entire 
(I had almoft fjiid STUDfEcr) filence which they 
preferve on the fubje(5l of f he exiffence and per- 
fecflions of God, or by the diftorted views which 
they give of his charadlef and goVernmenf, or by 
a great prepandefance of falfe principles in ge- 
neral. That which is valuable in them, is, by 
the avarice and dexterity of pricfls, aftrologers, 
and magicians, dragged into every fyftem; and 
made chc powerful auxilinffics of idolatry and fu- 
perflition. As we ought nor, in judging of the 
charac'ler of a people, to deny what is good in 
them J fo we ought not' to run away with a few of 
their ufeful maxims, as fair fpecimcns of their 
creed and conduct. For, on thorough examina- 
tion, it will not unfrequcntly be found, that they 
themfclvcs do not attach to them thofe excellent 
and virtuous ideas, whrch the fame ma^tims woold 
excite in the mind of a people, who haVe been 
favoured t^ith the light. of the Gofpel. It is in 
my opinion peculiarly fo in China. When many 
of their prefcnt principles and opinions arc 
traced back to therr fources — forward to theif 
confequences — and confidered in their more im- 
mediate operation on the fpirit and actions of the 
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people, — they mud inevitably fink very low in 
our cftimation. Had this been properly attended 
to, the European world would have been able to 
II form a more correct judgment of China. When 
.we perceive, on the attentive examination of the 
books, and the prevailing practices of the Chi* 
nefe, that fome of thofc fentimcnts which they 
mod value, and which appear mod important in 
the eyes of ftrangcrs, ariic from falfc theories of 
1 the univerfe, or arc enforced on the principles of 
aflrology, or tic the mind down to earth, and lead 
the people to idolatry, what judgment can we pafs 
on them? When w^ behold the bed of her rulers 
and the moft enlightened of her fages, (e. g. Con- 
fucius) worfliipping any god, or no god at all, juft 
fls fuitcd time, place, and the tafte of the age; what 
Ihall we think of their heart?, virtues, and produc- 
tions? Can we fuppofc thofc fyftems capable of 
diretfling the bulk of the people to God, which 
I left their authors to woribip the heavens and 
the earth, mountains and rivers, the gods of the 
kitchen, and the fpirits of the dead? The^ wor- 
Ihip of the heavens and the earth, is the moft an- 
il cicnt kind of Chinefc idolatry; and, though not 
, exprefsly ftated, there are fome paflagcs in the 
fl^lfi ^^^ *'^^» which would lead one to conclude 
that the worfliip of fire prevailed. In no age has 
China been free from idolatry; but it greatly in- 
crcafcd after the tinic of ^ -^ Laou^tszf^ (a. c. 
500), the reftorer of the religion of ^ Taon : 
» and efpecially after the introdudlion of the fuper- 
, ftition of f^ Fub, (a. d. 81.) This laft dragged in 
with it, from the weft, a facredlanguage — the doc- 
trine of a non-entity — the tranfmigration of fouls,* 

* I am not prepared to say, that the transiuigraiioD was 
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the final abfofption of good men into Deity — alfo 
a degrading idolatry, and fuperftitions without 
number. We recognize in this fc<fV, Indian 
deities, Indian dodrines, an Indian language, and 
Indian canonicals. It has carried the Chinefc 
nation farthcr-DfT from the fountain of life, than it 
was before. Us influence is very great, and very 
pernicious. If tends to dcftroy thofc rational prin- 
ciples which are inculcated in the writings of the j 
learned; without AiblVituring any thing but grofs I 
and endlefs abfurdities. The current of Chinefc 
idolatry widened and deepened as it flowed, by 
the acccfllon of tributary flrcams from Weftern and 
Eaftcrn Tartary. Their fuccelTivc conquerors, 
along with their national cufloms, introduced 
alfo their national gods and fuperllitions. At the 
prefent time, the gods of China are, to ufe an ex- 
prcflion of the fecfl of Fui^lBKl[ ^ii^M '^''"^ *^- 
sba^soo, i. e. •* in number like the fands of 'Hang 
river." Moftoftheformsof mythology which make ., 
Sii\y figure in the page of Hillory, now exift in ■' 
China ; except <hat their indecent parts, and their 
dircd tendency to injure human life, have been ' 
cut oflf. The idolatry of ancient Canaan, of Egypt, 
of Greece, of Rome, of Chaldea, and of India; p 
are all to be found here,, though with fome flight 
variations. China has her Diana, heriEolus, her 
Ceres, h^r Efculapius, her Mars, her Mercury, 
her Nepiune, and her Pluto, as well as the wes- 
tern Pagans had. She has gods ccleflial, terres- 
trial, and fubterraneous — gods of the hills, of the . / 
vallies, of the woods, of the diflrids, of the fa- L/ 
mily, of the fliop, and of the kitchen! she adores l^ 

not beUeved in China, previously to the introduction of the 
lect of Fuh. If it was, it was less noticed, and bad less in- 
fluence. 
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the gods who arc fuppofcd to prcfidc ovcf (fief 
. thunder, the. rain, the firc; over the grain, o^ef 
births and deaths, and over thefmall-pox: fhc 
j worlhips/' the hoft of heaven, the furf/ the moon^ 
'and the ftars/' She alfo worfliips^thc genii of the 
mountains, rivers, lakes, and feasj together with 
birds, beads, and fifties. She addrcffes prayers 
] and offers facrifices, to the fpirits of departed 
I kings, fages, hefoesj and parents whether good or - 
j bad. Her idols are fliver and gold, wood and 
I ftone, and cfajr; carved, or mokcn,. th-c worjc of 
men's hands. Her altars are on the high hiMs,. in^ 
the groves, under the green trees; fbe has fet up 
her idols at the corners of the ftreets, on the fides 
of the high ways, on the banks of can^als, in boats,, 
and/in fhips. Aflrotogy, divinatioit^ geomancy, 
and necromancy, every where prc^aiL Spells and. 
charms, every one pofTeflTes. ^Thef arc hung 
about the neck, or flitched up irt one's clothes, or 
! tied to the bed-pofts, or written on the door; and . 
i few men think their perfons, children, (hops, 
J boats, or goods fafe without them*. The Empe- 
rors of China,^ her ftatcfmen, her merchants, her 
people, and her Philosophers alfo,are all idolaters. 
For, though many of the learned afFcft to^cfpifc 
the popular fuperftitions, and to deride all wor- 
fhip, except that paid to the great and vifible ob- 
jedis of nature, heaven and the earth; 'yet their 
own fyftem is incapable of railing them above 
that which they affeft to contemn j and at the 
. hour of death, finding that fomc god is^ neccfTaryr 
I and not knowing the true God, they fend for- the 
I Priefts of falfe gods, to pray for their rcfloration to 
\ health, and for the reft of their fpirits after diflo- 
lution, anda happy return to the world again. It 
is remarkable that the Tu^kcaou^ ox fe(5t of thc^ 
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learned, though in health they laugh at the fool- 
eries of the more idolatrous Cciis ; ye: generally in 
ficknefs, in the profpedl of death, and at funerals, 
employ the Ho-chang and Taou-szb, to offer - 
maflcs; recite the king;* write charms; ring bells; 
chaunr prayers; and entreat the gods. Admit- 
ting the influence which univerfal cuftom has 
over them in ihefe things, we may perhaps alfo 
conclude, that they feel their own fyftem uncom- 
fortable to die with. In that awful hour, when 
•• heart and flefli fail,'* human beings generally 
feel the ncceffity of reforting to fomc fyllem, ei- 
ther true or falfe, which profcflcs to aff'ord any 
hope of escaping, or mitigating, those evils which 
a consiousnefs of sin, compels them to fear; and of 
attainingrhat happinefs, the defire of which is iden- 
tified with our nature. Where the true source of 
hope is not known or loved, recourse will be 
had to the falfe; this is the cafe with them. 

As above faid rcfpedling the chicl* fyftems of 
mythology, fo we may alfo fay of the chief Cy$^ 
tems of philofophy; that the great lines of thofe l 
which make any figure in ancient hiftory, arc to 
be found in China. I take the word philofophy 
in that vague and comprehenfive fenfe, in which 
it is now frequently undcrflood, as including the 
dodrine refpeifling the univerfe, fyftem of the 
laws of nature, inveftigation of the properties of 
matter, the theory of morals, future retributions, 

&C. &Cf 

Their theory of the firft motions which at- 

'tended the feparation of the lighter from ihe 

groflcr parts of matter, at the opetrfng of the 

heavens and the earth, bears a confiderabic re- 

'* King, standard books, of a religious and moral kind 
(bus denominated. 
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fcmblancc to the Epicurean doArjnc, concerning 
the formation of the world by the inherent and 
fortuitous motion of atoms, and perhaps it was 
originally the fame. If they do not with the Pla- 
tonifts, maintain the eternity of matter; yet they 
do not clearly teach. that it had a beginning ; and 
their fyftcm feems rather to fuppofc that it had 
not. They do not any of them, fo far as I know,' 
affirm (with fome ancient frantic theoriftsj that 
man at firft grew up fpontaneonfly from the earth, 
like the flowers and grafs ; but fome, particularly 
of the fedt of Taou, believe that the two firft hu- 
man beings were produced from an immenfe ves- 
sel, like a crucible, which they reprefcnt as feC - 
upon the fire, and attended by a ccleftial being, 
who is feen to draw them out of its boiling mouth ! 
The Platonic dodrine of the *' Anima Mundi/* 
or foul of the world, is very common; and hence 
it is, that the heavens are confidcrcd the body of 
this imaginary being — the wind, its breath — ^thc 
lights of heaven as proceeding from its eyes — the 
watery fluids as its fpittle and tears! The ^ jjj^ 
KwfE-sHiN of the Ghung-yung> are the fame in 
the Chinefe fyftem, which the JEoss of this fe<5l 
were in theirs. The Egyptian dodlrine ofa prin- 
ciple of matter and fpirit,* is fuppofed to have been 
the fame with that which now exifts in China, un- 
der the denomination of Yin and yang. But how 
very inadequate the words " matter and spirit," 
are to exprefs the views which they attach to Yirf 
and Yang, muft be evident to every one, who has 
attentively read the common Chinefe philofo- . 
phical books. In as far as daily and annual oc- 
currences and the producflions of nature, are fup- 
'* ' , — ^i*^ 

♦ Also called the material and active principle. 
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pofcd to be affcclcd by the ad i; n of thcfc tvvoprin^ 
ciplcs, no definition fuits ihtn fo.weJl as that of a 

phyfical HERMAPHRODITE, I, ^rMASCULINEand FB- I 

MrNiNE ENERGY IN NATu^;:.^ Tho celcftial air is 
mafculine; the terrenrial, feminine; and a con- t 
junftion of thefe, fimilar to that which takes place 
in the generation of animals, is fuppofed to be the 
prolific cause of all annual productions and ope- 
rations, in the celeftial and terreftrial regions, and 
in the vegetable and animal kingdoms. This 
idea is farther confirmed from the conftant re- 
currence of fuch terms as thcfe — " Heaven is the 
Father of all things; earth is the Mother of all 
things." Whether the fodomitical abominations -^j 
which are known toexift in China, arofe from this l| 
fexual fyftem of theirs, as fimilar ones of old 
did in other countries, is difficult to know with 
certainty, though it is by no means improbable. 

Their dodlrine of the 3^ Le, a principle which 
is fuppofed to pervade all bodies, and without which 
nothing can be perfected, refcmbles the ** pfaltic 
nature ^*^ fpoken of by fome ancient weftern wri- 
ters; with this difl^erence, however, that they con* 
fider the Le rather as an agent without perfonr 
ality or intelligence, than as an inflrument in the 
hand of the Supreme Being. 

Like the Arabian^ Egyptian, and Chaldean As- 
trologifts, the ChineTc confider the vifible heavens Ij 
as a vad volume, in which the intelligent can read 
the fortunes of individuals, and the fates of na- 
tions; hence the prevalence of judicial aftrology, 
which is alfo powerfully fupported by their ge- 
neral ignorance of the true caufcs of all natural 
phenomena. 

Whether the ^ K'ung and ^^ i.^', '* emptinefs, \ 
void, vacuity" of the fed o( Pub, be the immatert^ j 
4/////1 of Berkeley and the Bramins, imported from ) 

c 
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India, or not, it is Uft to the reader to determine. 

With the matcfialills, many of the fed: of Con- 
fucius, confider the foul, or the principle of per- 
ception and thought, as the refult of coporeal or- 
ganization, and as neccflarily dependant on the 
body, as (harpnefs is on the knife : hence the words 
25i T Moh^teaou, •' Annihilaieds'r \^^f Siaou- 
leaou, '* melted;'' .and ]^ "f SanJeaou, •' Jcatter^ 
ed^^* are not unfrcquently applied to the intelli- 
gent principle, after the death of the body. 

The Chinefe, however, are more generally, (at 
leaft, fince the introduftion of Boudhifm) be- 
lievers, with the Pythagoreans and Indians, in the 
do(ftrine of the tranfmigrationof the foul from body 
to body,— a docflrine which hangs in terrorem 
over the fcrious and thinking among them. It is 
affirmed, that fome will have to pafs through 
A ti 3L T H ^t ^'Z.'$^ * P^i> ^ '^oo Useen wan 
S5*hab luy cbe shin — i. e. *' eight hundred millions of 
different bodies!** 

Pcrfedt ftillnefs, filence, and an entire exter- 
mination of the paffions, feelings, and even 
thoughts, are confidercd by the followers of Taou 
and Fuh^ as the perfection of virtue, and the only 
fure paflport to their imaginary Paradife. 

With the Alchymifts, the fed: of Taou profeflcs 
to poflefs the art of tranfmutigg metals. In their 
^^j^ <"^e'en'iany or philofopher's (lone, they find 
a remedy for all difeafes and the charm of im- 
mortality. 

Their fyftem of morals, as explained by the fedt 
of the Learned, contains much that is good/ Many 
of the duties of relative life are fet forth with as 
much clearnefs as could be expeded from a peo- 
pie, who know not the true God. But to thofe 
who can compare it with the fyftem of chriftian 
ethics contained in the New Teftament, it muft 
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in all particulars appear defcftivc, and in many 
exceedingly erroneous; efpccially if the motives 
and ENDS of human actions, and the spirit in 1 
which they Ihould be performed, be taken into 
the account. Some important duties are alfo en- 
tirely left out; and others carried to fuch extrava- 
gant lengths, as render them not only irkfome, but 
oppreflive. •* The Chung-yunc/* or due me- 
dium, of which they boaft, they mod certainly 
have not attained, nor uas rt ever attained by 
any nation on earth, without the aid of divine Re- 
velation. That which is really good in their mo- 
ral fyftcm, being without any foundation in the 
acknowledged authority of a Supreme Lawgiver, 
and deriving no aid by motives drawn from the 
hope of a rational and endlefs happinefs, and from 
the falutary fear of a future punifliment, worthy 
of a holy and righteous Being to infli(f>, operatos 
very feebly on the mind, and conduA. The mo- 
tives urged for the pradlicc of virtue, and refor- 
mation of manners, are commonly drawn from 
confidcrations of interest, either to the indivi- 
dual or his ancedors, to his family or his fove- 
reign, to his immediate circle of relatives, or his 
pofterity; — either an immediate or remote in- \ 
tercft; but almoft uniformly of an earthly na- ' 
ture. 

With regard to future retributions, thofe of the 
fe<5l of Confucius, profcfs to know, no life to 
come, but that which their children and pofterity, ' 
(hall enjoy on earth; hence their views rife no 
higher; in this their fears and hopes fcem to ter- 
minate. 

The elyfium of the Weft, which the followers of 
Pub look for, is fuch as the deluded imagination 
of an Aftatic would naturally paint. Fortified pa- 
laces — groves of trees producing gems — pools of 
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fragrant water, yielding the Lotus fifower, as I'arg^' 
as the wheel of a care — fliowers of fvvect odours^ 
falling on aland, the dull of. which is yellow 
_^old — myriads of birds of the n>o(l exquifitc 
plumage, finging on trees of gold, with the rtioft 
harmonious and ravifliing notes, of a hundred thou- 
fand kinds, &c. &c.— fuch is iheir paradife — but in 
conformity with the comparative contempt in 
which the female charadler is held throughout the 
caft, they e^iclude all women, as fuch, from a par- 
ticipation therein; I fay, as fuch, for thofc fcmaley 
who havcafted well on earth, are firrt transformed 
into men, and then admitted ip.to that palace* of 
delights. 

The fuffcrings of the tartarus which their ter- 
rified imaginations have figured, are reprefented 
in pictures, as the punifhments in purgatory and* 
Tartarus w^re exhibited in the Eleufinian and 
other Heathen myftcrics; with this diflcrence, 
however, that thefe are expofcd to public view, — 
rhofc were fcen by the initiated only. Lakes of 
blood, into which Momen who die in child-bed,, 
are plunged — rcdjiot iron pillars, which the wick- 
ed are caufcd to embrace — devouring lions, ti- 
gers, fnakcs, &c. — mountains ftuck aH over with 
knives on the points of which the condemned arc 
caftdown, and Icen weltering in gore — cutting out 
the tongue — ftrangling — favving afTunder between 
flaming iron ports — the condemned creeping into- 
thelkins of thofc animals, in the form of which they 
aredeftined to appear again on earth — boiling of 
the wicked in caldrons — the whee^or apparatus,, 
by means of which all the operations of the me- 
tempfychofis, are performed — horned demons, with* 

* See a paper on this subject in No.-^j of the Indo-Chi-^ 
nese Gleaner. 
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fwords, fpcars, lii^tchcts, and hooks— wrctclird 
mortals alternately fliivering with indcfcribablc ,. 
cold, and burnt to coals with devouring fire^ — thcfc 
with numbcrlefs other fuch things, arc rrprrientcd 
with grofs and difgufting minutcnefs. Infl ad of 
producing any falutary tear in the mind, they fill 
the imagination with horrid figures, the real ex- | 
iftence of which, th^ better infoimed furely can- \ 
fiot believe, or which, if believed, muft either t*^- I 
tally weaken the fprings of adtion, or render thofc [ 
deluded heathen inconceivably wretched even in 
this life. 

But it would be endlefs to mention the different 
parts of their complicated fyftem, in which fcarce- ' 
ly any thing but darknefs, confufion, or abfurdity -, 
is palpstble. 

In this gloomy labyrinth, to look for a fyfteni 
of religion fuitcd tothe condition of man, andadapt- 
cd to make him wife, virtuous, and happy in this 
world, and eternally bleflcd in that which is to 
come, would be as vain as to feek the reviving , 
light of the fun, in the thick darknefs of midnight. | ^ 
There is- reafon to believe, that this heterogeneous 
mafi of dogmas, many of which are not lefs ab-; 
furd than ilnintelligible, has given rife to many ^ 
and great evils among the Chinefe. j 

Their national pride, and exclulive claim to pre- 
eminence, derives mod powerful fupport from the 
Vain idea, that their government is formed on the 
model of nature, and is a tranfcript of the noblcfl 
of its vifible parts, viz. the heaven*. The form of 
their cities— the regulation of the palace — the du- 
ties ol Prince and people — the evolutions of their 
armies — the order of their (tandards^^the make of 
their chariots — the afcent and defcent — the ar- 
rangements at their feafts — and even the very 
ihapc and fafhion of their garments, &:c. &c. were 
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^11 anciently, (and flill arc in a good degree) fup^ 
pofed to bear a rcfemblancc to fomc thing in the 
vifibic heavens, — to fome ftar, orconftcllation,— to 
fomc motions, fuppofed or real — to fomc grand 
tcrreftrial objecfl, — or to fomc recondite phytical 
principle. They often judge of the intentions of 
providence, with regard to the events of war, and 
-the deftiny of nations, from appearances in the 
heavens. Of old, they fent forth their armies — 
they overturned, thrones— they punifhed oppres- 
sors — they feized on territory; — all in obedience,- 
as they fuppofed, to thc^fpcdls of celeftial phe- 
nomena. If to thefc erroneous conceptions, wc 
_-, join their antiquity, their vaft population, their 
immenfc riches, their dcfedl in fcientific improve- 
ments, their want of found principles, and efpc- 
cially the depravity of the human heart which 
they have in common with others, we can hardly 
wonder at the high and exclufivc tone which they 
affume — or at their extravagant claims to fupc- 
riority over the nations of the earth. 
V II Female infanticide, which ftill prevails in 

' China, if it did not originally fpring from their 
dortrine of Yin and Yang, which fets every thing 
mafculine in fo exalted, and every thing feminine 
in fo inferior a light, was doubtlefs greatly in-r 
creafcd thereby. 

Their general belief in the metempfychofis^ 

I and in the inevitable decifionsof a numerical Fate, 
prevents the cordial exercife of benevolence and 
beneficence. -Their cold hearted philofophy, in- 
deed, teaches and applauds the practice of alms 
deeds. Charity falls clear, as the dew-drop, fiom 
the lips and pens of their fages; but often freezes 
ere it reach the ground. Even the natural defire 
which all men, as a human beings, feel to afTift 
their fcllow-crcaturcs in diftrcfs, is greatly weak* 
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cncd in China — often entirely countcracflcd— -by a 
fear of oppofing the will of the gods, who fend 
men back to endure poverty and mifery in this 
world, as a puniftiment for the crimes of a former 
life; or by a belief that all efforts which tend to 
counteradl the decrees of Fate, are not only fruit- 
lefs, but wrong; or by a criminal felfiflinefs, hard- 
nefs of heart, and indifference to other people's 
happinefs, which fometimes allows them even to 
fir ftill at eafc, and fuffer another man, clofc by, 
to drown in the waves, or his property to con- 
fume in the flames, when a little effort on their 
part might favc both. 

It is true, indeed, that fome of the more ration- 
al condemn thefe evils, and have written againd 
them, efpecially againll female infanticide; but of 
how little avail can all fuck well-meant efforts to 
correifl the horrid crime, be, while the principles 
which gave it birth arc held in honor! They arc 
inconfiftent with themfclves. In one part of their 
writings* they deplore the bitter confequcnces and 
warn men againd them; while in the other, they, 
inadvertently, magnify the caufes from which they 
tife, as the only fource of excellence and perfec- 
tion in the Univerfe. They deprecate the mortal 
ftream, and yet feed the impoifoned fountain— they 
drive to lop the branches, and yet manure the 
root ! 

Though vice in all its diverfified forms, exifts 
in China, Hill perhaps its external features do not 
at firft sight appear fo grofs as in fome other 
countries. But we arc not to conclude from hence, 
that the degree of it is lefs than in other parts of 
the heathen world. For the opinions and cuHoms 
of all rankj of fociety, not only furnilh fafficicnc 
excufe for the commiffion of many fins againlt the 
law of God, but have even raifcd them to a cer- 
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tain degree of rcfpecflability and honor, and henctf 
it become^l very difficult to convince them of the 
moral turprtude of thofc evils in which their pa- 
rents and their beft and wifcft men, have from age 
to ajre indulged. Chinefe manners and Cuftoms^ 
are thrown into fo regular and digcfted a form, as 
that a 11 ranger but fuperficially acquainted with 
the language, and real fpirit of the Chinefe peo- 
ple, feems to fee much to praifc and compara- 
tively little to blamc; while at the fame time, 
their nation groans under oppredion and violence, 
their courts are filled with bribery and injufticc, 
their markets, with cozening and deceit, their 
houfes with concubines; yea, even fodomites — 
catamites! — their monafteries, with ignorant, in- 
dolent, and filthy afcetics, " who" to ufe the 
words of a Chinefe writer, ** are not worth the down 
of a feather to fociety" — her fchools and colleges 
with high minded, felf-fufficient Literati, to whofc 
proud and fophifticated minds the humbling doc- 
trines of the Gofpel will be no lefs obnoxious, 
than they were to the farcaftic pride of a Celfusl 

A (Turning that this fliort view of the opinions, re- 
ligions, and morals of China, is, as to its great 
lines, correcfl, the chriftian reader will not fail to 
obferve how exacflly the portrait of the Gentile 
world, drawn by the infpired writers, anfwers to 
the characfler of this people. 

For they are ** fixting in darknefs, and dwell- 
ing in the land of the (hadow of death" — •' Have 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into 
images made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beafls, and creeping things;" 
** worihip and fcrve the creature more than the 
creator'.' — " are led away to dumb idols " — ** do fer- 
vice to them who by nature arc not gods"— fervc 
•' idols of gold, and filvcr> and wood, and ftone. 
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which can neither sec, nor hear, nor walk ;" — 
abound in "witchcraft, hatred, cnuilations, wrath, 
strife, 8:c.'* —••given up to vile affections, chang- 
ing the n.4tural use into thar which is against na- 
ture" — •* altogether gone out of the way" — •' un- 
der the power of Satan" — " walking according to 
the courfe of this world. Under the dominion of 
the Prince of the power of ihc air, who works in 
the children of disobedience" — *• doing tliofc 
things in fecrec which it is a (hamc even to men- 
tion" — '• having the undcrllanding darkened, 
alienated from the life of God through the igno- 
rance that is in them" — ** deluded by a vain phi- 
lofophy" — '* lying in the wicked one" — ** with- 
out hope — without God in the world !" 

Such is the (late of China — Such, after enjoying 
the philofophy of Confucius for more than aooo 
years! — Such, after Roman Catholic Chriftianity 
has ixirted in it for upwards of two centuries ! — 
Such it was when the Midion to China^ from the 
narrative of which 1 have ti>o far digrcflcd, was 
propofeil — und fuch it is at the prefcnt hour. 

To know the national, religious, and moral cha- 
racter of thofc countries which arc to be evange- 
lized, is of the utmoft confequence, both to thofc . 
Societies who undertake the benevolent woik, 
and to thofc agents whom they employ. Unlefs 
thcfc arc in fomc meafure known, there is reafon 
to fear that Societies will err in the feledion o( 
labourers; and that the labourers, however zea- 
lous, ''will in a great meafure fpcnJ their ftrength 
for nought; that the plans and refources of the 
former, and the talents and llreng^h ot the latter, 
will both be exhauOed in vain. But the matrri ils 
of this knowledge accumulate by degrees; (rw 
Millionary Societies at fiift know the objects of 

G 
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thc«r labors fo fully as is deflrablc. Their dis- 
tance from ^hc fccnc of action^ deprives them of 
the opportunity of feeing and hearing, and know^ 
in^ pcrfonally. Hcr.ce it becomes the duty, ol 
Miffionarica to ftudy the writings, fentiments, 
laws, culloms, religions, and character of the 
I Heathen, that they may be able to furnifh the ve- 
nerable and refpectivc bodies of men which have 
feiu them forth, with the rcquifite information j 
and efpecially that their own labors may obtain 
thaf wife direction, which, by the blefling of God 
affords the mod rational probabilities of fuccefs« 
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SECTION III. 

IFani of inform U ion in England refpectin^ Cbina-^ 
Two ihings fu'^^efled as ibe ftobable caufcs thereof 
— A Cauiion. 

i HE M'flion to China was firfl fugnrffflcd by Jos. 
Hardcaftlc, Efq. Trcafurcr to the M^lfijnary So- 
^cicty. The more immediate objects which he 
propofcd were, the acquifition of the Ch»n-fc lan- 
guage, and a verfionof the Holy Scriptures into 
it. But the necessity of attempting to evangrl-zc 
China, was scarcely greaterthan the wantofrcquifitc 
information, calculated to direct in the commence- 
ment. There were no helps in English, to assift 
in the acquisition of the Chinese language. — Eng- 
land knew, and cared little abviut China, beyond 
its commerce. 

Although Mi.<(sionaries from the Romifli Church, 
had been upwards of two centuries in China, 
and had fent to Europe full accounts of the 
languigc, laws, and cuftoms of the Chincfe; 
yet there was in England, among thofe who feic 
interefted in the fpread of the gofpel, a very limi- 
ted degree of knowledge on thefc points. Some 
even doubted the practicability of acquiring the 
language to any available degree ; and of exprefs- 
ing in it, the truths of the Chrillian religion. 
Hence the favourable reception of a Memoir in«> 
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tending to prove the affirmative of thcfc two pro- 
poficions. , At that time there was but one Britifli 
fuhjcct,* who could be faid to know the Chincfc 
language, and he was not then rcfiding in the 
Britifh donninions. 

From the time when Matthew Ricci firft pene- 
trated China, to the time when the Miffionary 
Society refolved to fend their mission to that 
country, a period of no Icfs than about two bun^ 
drtd and forty yean had elapsed. From his days 
till the perfecutions in the reign of JC^en-Iung, 
and in the reign of the prefent Emperor, the 
number of Romifh mifTionaries, of different orders, 
in China, was confiderablc. — Not a few of them 
were men of education and fciencc — and fomc of 
them laboured hard to make the weftern worKl 
acquainted with China. France, Italy, and 
Portugal, -furnished and sent out many of these 
devoted men — and they in return, transmitted 
from China to their respective countries, accounts 
of all that seemed to them most interesting. These 
countries, therefore, were far before our own at 
that time, in the knowledge of China. The pub- 
lic attention in England had not yet been eflFec- 
tually drawn to the concerns of that country.. 
Hence, as observed above, some doubted the 
practicability of acq.uiring the Chinese language, 
to any tolerable degree of perfection, and of ex- 
pressing in it, with precision and force, the great 
truths of divine Revelation. They can hardly 
however be supposed to have bcjcn serious in this — 
npr indeed can the doubt a^)ouc the practica- 
bility of learning the Chinese language, be sup- 
posed to have been general among learned men 
in England— becaufe a reference to the accounts 

* Sir George Thomas Slauuion, Bart. 
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which neighbouring nations pnfTclM, would 
have cafily convinced them of the affirmarivc. 
Many of thcnv had read the works, of the Chi* 
nrfc Catholic Miflionaries, in Latin, Frrnch, ] 
Italian, and P;A-tugucfe; and muft have been 
aware, that at leafl fomr parts of the G«»rpel 
had been made known in China for two centuries 
before. But that thefe doubts did exift to a very 
confiderablc extent among the mod cordial friends 
of chriftianity, is very certain. The favorable re- 
ception of the Memoir^ noticed above, among other 
things, was a clear proof of this. The Memttr was 
written by the Rev. W. Mofcly, of Hanely, an \/ 
EnglifliDiffcnting Viniil^r. His little work, which 
I never had the fortune to fee, met with gratifv ing 
tcstimonicsof approbation from feveral Dignitaries 
of the Church of England ; and no doubt had 
fome mc.rit in awakening the attention of the re- 
ligious public to the fpiritual concerns of China. 

There were two "particular caufrs for the degree 
of ignorance in Britain, relative to China. One 
was, the accounts which had been tranfmitted to 
Europe by the CatholTc Miflionaries, were all pub- 
lilhed in foreign languages; and often in the ex. 
pcnfive and unwieldy fizc of quartos and folios. 
Some of the Miflionaries were themfelves ver- 
bofc in the extreme; and many of their manufcripts 
had fallen into the hands of diffufe, and wordy 
French writers, who fwelled them to an enormous 
bulk ; e^ g. the *• Mitnoires des Lbiuo'ts far lis Mis- 
sionaires de Pekin** — in no fewer than.fifteen quarto 
volumes! — Without thro\iing any d'fparagement 
on thefe books, all the genuine information wor- 
thy of notice which they contain, might have 
been conveyed in much lefs than one half the 
fize, and at lefs than half the cxpcnfc: and the 
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public would have gained juft as mtich knowledge. 
Every man who might wilh to know the llatc 
of China, had not the means ofpurchaling fuch 
expenfivc b»>oks; and it required a confiderabic 
knowledge of the French ton^^uc, and an uncom- 
mon degree of leifure, patience, and fortitude, to 
encounter the fifcecH quarto volumes of the Mi^ 
mvrs^ or to wade through the 26 vols limo. 
of the '* LeSfres Edificam/s et Cufieufes^^* which 
alT) contain detached pieces of information con- 
cerning China With the exception of Da 

HiKJe's work, which contains various and valu- 
able matter, the other abridgements of the prin- 
cipal things contained in the Memoircs and Lcttres, 
which have appeared in Englifh, are but of 
little value. The publications which came forth 
after Lord Macartney's Embafly, though ufeful 
in their meafure, contained fomc erroneous 
views of the country and people, and not much 
of that kind of information, which would 
have been ufeful to the Midionary Society. 
The other reafon was: ' a want of confidence 
in the teftimony of the Catholic Miflionaries, 
efpccially of the Jcfuits. This had prevailed for 
a conliderable time before, and to no fmall ex- 
tent — fo that, with fome, their writings were con- 
fidered as little better than a colledlion of falfc- 
hoods. — Dr. Adam Smith, fpeaking of the public 
works, canals, bridges, &c. of China, and refer- 
ring to the teftimony of the Catholic Miflionaries, 
fays/*Thc accounts of thefe works, however, which 
have been tranfmitted to Europe, have generally 
/been drawn up by weak and wondering travel- 
lers; frequently by ftupid and lying Miffionaries. 
If they had been examined by more intelligent 
zyes^ and if the accounts of them had been re- 
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ported by more faithful witnrfTcs, thry viould not 
perhaps appear to be fo wonderful."*' Surely, the 
Dr. is very kind and impartial, rtV* impute the 
vrces of human nature to the Miffionary — and its. 
vrrdkrrjffi only to the traveller! 

There was no juft ground for fuch a f\^eeping 
charge againll the Rumifli M.lTionarics. The 
Dr.'s book is greatly indebted to their writings; ff 
and would have been, in many pnrts exceedingly 
bare without them. But it is found conveni- 
ent in every age, for men of Dr. S '$ views of I 
chriftianity, to endeavour to weaken the tertimony 
of its propagators; while at the fame time, the li- 
beral ufc which they make of their writings, when it 
fuitf their own purpofes, flieus thai they do not in I 
their heart fuppofe them to be liars. Or if they 
do, their fo frequently appealing to fads which 
reft folely on the teftimony of fuch men, gives 
no high idea of the fentiments infpired by their 
creed. His opinion, however, (hews that a want 
of confidence in their teftimony did cxift. It 
muft alfo be admitted, that they fometimes wrote 
of China in a tone of high admiration; and like 
men who wilhed that their producflions (hould, 
through fome channel or other, be made known 
to thofc of whom they wrote, and produce an im- 
preflion in favor of the authors. Being attached 
to a fyftem of religion, the half of which confifts 
of fuperftitions, it Mas hardly to be expcflcd that 
they fliould be very full and particular, in relating 
thofc parts of the Chinefe idolatry, which n^ight 
have led the reader to trace their counterpart in 
the ceremonies of the Church of Rome. It niay 
alfo be admitted that, brought up chiefly in Col- 

f Sec Wealth of Nations, Book V, Chap. 1. Pari 3. 
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leges and Monaderics, during the early part of 
their lives, fome of them may not have had an 
cxtenfivc k.l^wlcdgc of the world, beyond what 
books could furnilh; and hence many things 
would appear new, Orange, and niagnificent to 
them, which to others more convcrfant with the 
world, would have pofTeired nothing remarkable.* 
This miy have occafioned the language of afto- 
nilhmcnt where there was nothing really great ; 
^nd may have given caufe to fome to im- 
pugn their reftiniony with the epithets of ** falfe- 
hood and lying," where there was no intentional 
deceit on the part of the writers, and perhaps but 
little error in their ftitemcnts. And here a caution 
may be fuggefted for thofe who are now employ- 

1 ed in a fimilar work. Miffionariesareapr, on landing 
in a diftant heathen land, to be ftruck with the firft 
view which they obtain of the scenery, and to re- 

I ceivc a deep, and often erroneouis, impretlion from 
the firft view which they take of the (lateof fociety. 
They often write freely to their friends at home; 
and through partiality or want of care, half- 

I matured opinions, new to thofe who have never 
left the paternal home, arc admired for a time; 
find their way into fome periodical publication, 
in the pages of which they are tranfported from 

' country to country^ and it is poflihle may be 
handed down from age to age. Thofe errors 
which longer refidence and rtiorfe experience will 

' correcft", are thus to their rtiame^ preferved on re- 
cord, and furnifli the fnarling infidel with wea- 

I * pons againft the Gofpel, and the cold hearted mo- 

* Even this concession requires considerable qualifica- 
tion; for it is well known, that some of them, were mas- 
' ters in the fine arts, and others^ quaiided lo fill important 
offices of state. 
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nlift, with arguments againll thofc benevolent 
objcCis in which they are engaged. To write firll 
imprelTions is wife, fora Miflionary's own improve- 
ment; but, his firft views fhould be given to 
others with great referve and moderation, till a 
knowledge of the language and of the people en- 
able him to write with more certainty and confi- 
dence. To aft otherwife, lays the foundation of 
much future forrow, and hurts his own peace of 
mind. If he be a young man, his belt friends, 
and the friends of the caufe in which he is engaged, 
(hould publi(h his firft letters with referve and care, 
and perhaps not without fome modification. The 
fame cautious referve is necelTary in what lie 
writes, refpeding his perfonal feelings, and 
his labors. Regard to rruth^ the moft facred 
of all things, (hould ever prevent from exag- 
gerating the circumftances even of the moft im- 
portant and ftriking facfls, with the view of pro- 
ducing an elfedt on the Chriftian publick. There 
will always be enough in the ftatement of actual 
facls, and in the inferences which naturally arifc 
out of them, to intereft the Church of Chrift at 
home, and to kept its zeal alive, without recourfc 
to heightened reprefentaiion. 
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SECTION IV. 



Aversion of the Scriptures into CbrntSe proposed — 
Remarks on the qualifications of native trans/a^ 
lots — Oral instrii^idn not the immediate objefil of 
the Chinese Mission. 

T 

* fiE want of information refpcfting China, no- 
ticed in the preceding fcc^ion, was felt by th<> 
Members of the Miflionary Society. They alfo 
forcfaw other very great difficulties which they had 
not themfelves the influence to remove. Yet, not- 
withftanding thefc di/couraging views, and the 
difficulty ofa Mididnary's obtaining a residence in 
China, the mind of Jofeph Hardcaftle, Efq. trea- 
furer, was deeply impreflcd with the defirablcnefs 
of the Society's employing fome means to com- 
^ municate Divine Revelation to the imipcnfc po. 
pulcition of that vaft Empire. Mr. H-irdcaftIc 
thought it would be important to have a perfon to 
learn the Chincfe language iii China itfelf; and 
that the tranflation of the facred volume (liould 
be made hy a perfon who was hirrifclf ferioufly con-r 
vinced of the trUth of its dotflrincs, in contra-dis- 
tincftion from a tranllarion made by a heathen maw, 
or by one but flightly acquainted with Chridian 
truth. . 

The Treafurer's idea of the dcfirablenefs of hav- 
ing the Sacred Scriptures tranflated by a perfon 
well acquainted with their contents, and a lover, 
' of truth, is very important. The union of thefc 
two qualifications, is of the highell confequence. 
For, on the one hand>-^ bare knowledge of the 
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^nmmir, idiomi, and ftyle of Scripture language, 
without a cordial love of truth, and fuhmiflion of 
heart to its authority, is far from being an ade- 
quate preparation for the tranflating of that moll 
important of all books. 

On the other hand, a fincere love of truth, a 
tolerable acquaintance with theChriftian fyrtem of 
dodlrine, and an ability to render perfpicuoufly 
a colIc<5ion of moral maxims, or tht f^enerai fenje 
j>f any paragraph, are alfo far from being adequate. 
Thefe qualifications, a heathen convert of three 
or four years (landing may poflcfs. But in order 
to the execution of a competent tranflation, a 
oiuch greater degree of acquaintance with the ori- 
ginal tongues, with the form and compofirion of 
the facred books, with Jewifli antiquities, facrecl 
geography, and biblical criticifm in general, than 
fuch a man can be reafonably fuppofed to poflfefs, 
is oeceflTary. The native convert tries to make 
the ftyle of his verfion fmooth and eafy to readers 
of his own countrv; and in this, he will generally 
be more fuccefsful than a tranflator from a foreign 
nation; but, whatever advantages it may poffefs, 
as to cafe and perfpicuity of ftyle, and confor- 
mity of idiom to his own language, thefe will com- 
monly be found more than counterbalanced^ by a 
want of clofc and literal adherence la the text; by 
a deficiency in exprefting the beauty and force of 
figures; by paffing over, as of trivial import, 
fome turns of expreffion, or fome particle, on 
which the very point and ftrcngth of the palFagc 
depend; and by a general failure to exprefs the 
fcnfe with that fcrupulous fidelity which is juftly 
deemed cftential in rendering the Holy Scriptures 
into a foreign language. — Not from any inten- 
tional want offiJelity, but from a want of other qua- 
lification^, which arc no lefs indifpenfible, and 
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the attainment of which requires longer time 
and more means, than fuch a pcrfon has ver/ 
likely enjoyed. 

Moreover, the labor of examining, correcting, 
and rcvifing the veilion of a native tranflator, fo 
as that a man can give his fandlion to it as fit for 
ufe, not to fay perfert, can be little Icfs than that 
of doing the work with one's own hand. 

To acquire the Chinefe language, and to trans- 
late the Sacred Scriptures, were the more imme- 
diate objcds of the Chinefe Mifllon: to teach 
and to preach were not in its immediate contem- 
plation. The plan, if a plan it could be called, 
was to go to China, and, if permitted to remain, 
(it down quietly to thefludy of the language; and 
from that to proceed to rhe tranQation of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. What fliould next be done could 
not then be forefeen. 

The wifhes and ultimate views of the Society 
embraced every thing conneded with MifRons in 
general; but fo fcanty was the portion of inform- 
ation then pofTcfTcd by thcDirecflors, and fo nu- 
merous did the difficulties in their way appear to 
be, thattheycould not,forthetime, propofc tothem- 
felvcs more than a verfion of the Holy Scriptures. 
Indeed, an attempt to preach the Gofpel in China 
at that period, would have, in all human proba- 
bility, efFe<flually cut off every opportunity of ac- 
quiring the language in the country itfcif, and 
of executing a verfion of the Sacred Scriptures, 
which they viewed as their firft objed. There ]< 
reafon to hope, that their not, propofing orai in- 
ftrudion as an immediate objedl was wifely ordered 
by Divine Providence, to prevent a fpeedy and 
effcdual (lop to their benevolent views. A ver- 
iion of the word jof God appeared to them in all 
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its importance. Thcjr thought they faw in that, 
((hoiild Providence cro^yn their efForts with fuc- 
cefs) the bafis of every thing requifite to the con- 
verfion of the Chinefc nation ; and had the diflant 
hope that, by the time that fhould be completed, 
Providence would, in fome way or other, open 
a rJoor for their future proceedings. 

To the completion of this verfion, the So- 
ciety's attention has ever lince been dirctHcd — the 
great cxpcnfc to which the DiredJors went, was to 
fecure a competent tranflation of the whole Bible 
into the Chinefe language. The roft of fi»ting 
out the firft tranflntor— his pafTagc — Chinefc 
books— rtranflating — falarics of native alFillants, for 
more than five years — and his firlt efforrs to pub- 
lilh the Scriptures; — weaebornc by the Midionary 
Society alone. After that, ns wc (hall foon have 
occafion to notice, very liberal aid was afforded 
by the Bible Society. 

Mr. Hardcaflle's motion was warmly feconded 
bv Jofcph Reyner, Efq. (now Treafurer to the 
Religious Tra<fi Society) and met the unanimous 
approbation of the Diredoxs, who accordingly de- 
termined on a Midion to China. But as their 
immediate objefts and profpeds embraced fo fmall 
a part of what is generally implied in the term 
•' Mission^** it was therefore not Applied in ( 
the firft inftance. Strong prejudices: were then 
cxifting in England, and in all pajts of India, 
where the Britifli influence extended, againft Mis- 
fionary exertions; and the Diredors very lilcrly / 
thought it advifeable, on that account also, to 
avoid the ufe of the term in the prcfcnt cafe. 
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SECTION y. 



- First Missionary appoinffd — Chinese M.SS. obtained — 
two letters from the DtreiJors. - 

^ HE MifTionary Society, having rcfolvcd on 9 
MifTion to China, had next to look out for mvrn 
in whole prudence they could confide; and whofc 
talents Teemed adapted for that important and 
difficult ftation. — The Rev. R. now Dr. lylorrifon, 

, ' fScnior Member of the Chinefc MiitionJ was the 
"^ I [firft perfon nominated. He had lludied for fomc 
time at Hoxron Academy with a view to the mi- 
niftry at home; but, having turned his attention 
to the (late of the heathen world, left that, and 
went to the Midionary Seminary at Gofport. His 

' mind was at that time, deeply pcnetra^ted with a 
convidlion of the deplorable ftcitc of tbofc who 
*' knoiv not God;" and ** he would," to ufe hii 
own word:*, •' have gone to any quarter of the 
globe, where the people were as yet without a 
Divine Revelation." — When Mungo Park had 

x^ the profpecft of forming a fettlemcnt for the Britifli 
.GovernjTient in Africa, he had it in contemr 
plation to accompany that ill-fated traveller. 

Of the perfon firft nominated, the writer coulj 
fay much, without the danger of exceeding his 
real mrrits, and much that would be ufeful to 
other Miffionaries; but the known cpnnexion which 
fubfifts between ihcm, as well as his cxprcfs in- 
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jundlion, render ic proper to fay but litile — to 
ufc few epithets — and to refer to hi« charader, 
onlv when the fubject renders it abfolutely ne* 
ceflary. Talents, rather of the folid than fliowy 
kinjd — rather adapted to accomplifli important ob- 
jcdls, by a courfe of pcrfeverin^ labor, than to C^ 
allcinifh by any fudden burlls of genius, were- the I 
mod pVoper for the firft Midionaiy to China: and ^ 
fuch exadly were the talents which the giver of 
every good and perfect gift had conferred on the 
perfon firft appointed. The Diredlors viewed 
him as a fteady, and induHrious man; and had a 
high opinion of his piety nnd prudence: it was 
their original wifli to fend three or four perfons 
together on the Miflion to China; hence Mr. 
Brown, (fince Dr. Brown,) author of a late va- 
uablc work, called •• the Hiftory of MifTions;*' 
was next appointed ;• but he afterwards de- 
clined the Chinefe Miflion, and fubfequently, 
jhe fervice of the Miflionary Society altogether. 
This, however, was over-ruled for the beft. For, 
three or four perfons, or even two would have 
found much more difficulty in refiding at Can- 
ton, than one did. 

For fome time previous to his leaving England, 
Mr. M.'s attention was, at the wifh of the So- 
ciety, diredlcd to various branches of Science, 
which, it was hoped, might prove fubfervient to 
the caufe of the Gofpcl, in the country to \yhicli 
he was dcHined. 

In Lond»)n, at the Britifh Mufeum, a copy of 
A Ihrmofiy of the (iof^€.s^ was made from an origiJ 
ual verfion of fome ut^known perfon, by a native 

• Dr. Browo IS a son of that worthy Minister of Christ, 
** wliosc praise is in all the Churches/*- — the Rev. JoUor 
Brown, of Haddington, in the South of Scotland. 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 

Chincfc Yjuf^^iam^aki and from the Royal So- 
ciety, a loin was obtained of a MS. Latin-Chincfc 
Ddionary, ihe chief part of which he copied. An 
attempt was alfo made to learn fomething of the 
lanouajre, from the native juft mentioned ; but 
what was acquired proved afterwards of very tri* 
fling utility. The Didionary and Harmony of the 
Gnfpels were more ufeiul. 

The Harmony of the Gofpels, and the Dic- 
lionarv were oriirin^illy the work of fomc of 
the Romifti Miflionaries in China. By M'hat 
individuals, or at what time, thefc works were 
compiled, has not been afcertained; but Pro- 
I vidence had preferved them to be ufeful, and 
the jult merit -of their authors, will doubtlefs one 

I day be reckoned to them. Ton^-san^^iak is now 
in China. He has fliown a difpoficion to obligd 
thofc conncdl<rd with the MiflTion; but poiteflTes a 
fceptical indifference to every kind of religion — 
a feeling very common among his countrymen, 

II efpecially of the fc<5t of Confucius. 

As Mr. Brown had declined the Million, Mr. M. 
had to undertake it alone. He was ordained to the 
Chrirtian Miniftry in London, at the Scot's Church, 
over which the Rev. Dr. Nicol prefides. Before 
his departure, the Society addrcfled a letter of ge- 
neral inftrucflions, and a letter of chrirtian counfel, 
to him They are here inferted: — the former, be- 
caufe it exprcflcs in their own words, the views 
which the Directors had of the Million they were 
undertaking, and of the agent they were employ, 
ing in the worki and the latter, beca'ufe it difplays 
the pious folicitude which ihefe venerable minis- 
ters, and zealous difciplcs of Chrift, felt to pre- 
ferve in the mind of him whom they were feud- 
ing forth, a deep and larting imprcflion of the fa- 
cred importance of his office. 
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LETTER OF GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. 
. . ' " LONDON, JANUARY 20, iSO/.. 

•* Dear Friend, -^ 

•'ThcDircdlors ofthc bcncvolcntlnftitution with 
which you arc conncdlwd^ have great fatisfa'flion 
in promoting the comincndiiblc dclire which you 
have long felt of acquiring a competent acquaint- 
ance with the Chincfe lan^!M^;^e. They have ob- 
fv-rved with pleafure, the afTiJuicy'Tnd pcrfevvTancc 
with which you have imprtivcd for this purpofc, 
the means of inftru(flion which have offered them- 
felves to you in thiscountry, and which they'truff, 
will facilitate your progrefs therein in a great de- 
gree, when you enjoy the fuperior advantages of a 
rcfidence in a country where it is perfedlly under- 
ftood in its principles, and conftantly fpoken on 
all rhe occurrences of life. Under the uncertainty 
in which we are, as to the fpot where you may re- ^ 
fide, it would be highly improper in us to reflri<5l 
your conduct by any fpccific inftru<5lions. Wc 
muff ncceflarily leave you at full liberty to a(ft on 
every occafion according to the didlates of your 
^ own prudence and difcretion. And as. we know, 
that it will be gratifying to you, wherever Provi- 
dence may caff your lot, to be ufcful to thofc 
around you, in the communication of valuable 
knowledge, we hope, you will f^nd an opportunity ., 
ofexercifing the profcffion of a mathematician, i 
and dcliverii^g Lcdures on its various branches— \ 
and alfo of giving inftruclion in the Englifli Ian- ' 
guage, which muff be an attainment of great va- 
lue to many, whofe concerns lead them lo hold 
intercourfe with our countrymen, who ftatedly re- 
fide in China, or occalionally vilit that Empire. 
•' Wc truft, that no objedion will be made to your 
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continuing in Canton, till you have accompliflurd 
your great object of acquiring the language; whenr" 
this is done, you may probably foon afterwards be- 
gin to turn this attainment into a dirc<5lion which 
may be of extenfive ufe to the world — perhnps you 
may have the honor of forming a Chinefe Didion-* 
ary, more com'prehenlivc Und corre(tl than tany; 
preceding one — or, the ftill greater honor of trans-; 

I iating the Sacred S-riptures into a 1-i.nguage, 

' fpokc'i by a third part of the human rac?. , It it 
mould be expedient that you remove from Can-^ 
ton, the place to which you may remove , mud be 
decided by your own difcrction. If you (hould 
call at iPrince of Walrs Ifland, we truft yoii 
will find friends there. If you proceed to Madras, 
fcalcutta, or Siirat, you will be among friends, 
who will embrace you with the moft cordial afFec- 
tion,'^and who will afllft' your deliberations as to 

' the courfe molt fuitable for you to purfue, 05 
ftiould it happen that you may be induced to vifit 
a place where you may be entirely unknown, wc 

* hope the production of this letter, which recog- 
hizfsyour connecflion with our focirty, will bcufe- 
ful in inducing fome bei^evol<*nt individuals to in- 
tereft themielves in your liruation — afford, you 
their advice, and advance you fuch pecuniary aids ^ 
as yog may want, taking your dfaf; oil t_he under- 
ligned.Ttcafurer of the Society. . ;/ ,. ' . :. 

**Wc.hope, that yoiiu ill experience all the bene* 
iicUl efFcfts that. can be cxp^.ftcd to fi<»w from.i 
courfe of adion which is unhlameable, . difcrect^ 
and Gonciiiating. Wc confide with much cheer-, 
fulnefs \i\ your condud as the reprefcntativfc of 
Qur Inftitution— the charaClcr, and reputation of 
which depend greatly on the clifpoficion and prq^ 
cceiiings of the perfi)ns to whom its countenance 
is afforded, and earnclUy rcconimcnding yoU td 
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the care, protection, and guidance of Divine Pro- 
vidence, we remain, with the utmoft aflfedion, 

*• Your linccre friends, 

•'JOSF.PH Ha RDC A STL E, 7r^tf/«r^r. 
" Geo. Burder, Secretary. ^ 

* ^o'the Rev. Robt. Mofrhon.*' 

^ Though it is ftill •' the. day of fmall things/* 

with the Chvnrfc Miflion; yet when we compare 
-M^hit has already been cffccfted with the very dis- 
couraging views under which the preceding letter 
(Veins to have been written, there is abundant 
Caufe for thankfulncfs, and perfeverancc. 



X£TTEK OF CHRISTIAN COUNSEL. 

'' LONDON, JANUARY 26, I $07. 

'• Dear Brother, 

*' Before we part with you, we wifli to fuggefl to 
you, in theexercife of paternal afFccflion, fomc fe- 
rious counfels on matters which lie very near our 
hearts, and are clofely conneded w ith the honor of 
your own charader, and the fuccefs of your Mis- 
fion. We will ufe great plainnefs of fpeech, be- 
caufe we love you, and feel deeply interefted in 
the caufe in which you are embarked. / 

"Attend to the fpiritual (late ot your own foul. I 
You go far hence to the Gentiles ai an AmbalFa- ! 
dor of the Prince of Peace. How inconfiOent - 
would it be for an Ambaflador to be ill affeded in 
his heart to the Prince whom he reprefcnts, or 
indifTerent to the intereft which he is commis- 
fiohed to promote! •* All things are of God," fays 
St. Paul, "Who haih reconciled us to himfcif, and 
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hath given tp us the miniflry of reconciliation/* 
^ There you will take notice, that our own recon- 

ciliation to God is/uppofed to^precedc our com- 
miflion to fulfil the miniflry of reconciliation. 
What need have we to take care with this Apoftlc! 
" Left that by any means, when we have preached 
/ to others, we ourfelvcs lliould be caft away.'V It 
is an alarming truth,'*' that many will fay, in'thc ' 
day of. judgment, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phefied in thy name?" To whom he will profefs, 
" I never knew you: depart from' me, ye that 
work iniquity.'*— Cherifli therefore in your nwn 
heart fupremc love to the Saviour, whom you re- 
commend to the cfteem and confidence of others; 
and (leady elevation of mind to thofc c<:^eftial pb-. 
jedls towards which you diredl their expectations. 
*' Implorc.of God, and cultivate in your own 
mind, all thofe minifterial endowments which arc 
ricccflary to the honorable, and by the Divine 
blelTing, the fucccfsful difchargc of the. work in 
which you arc engaged. Jesus Chrift, our exalted 
maftcT, hath received gitcs for men. Go to the 
throne of grace every morning and implore of 
God to beftow on you, the gift of knqw+edge in 
the myftery of the Gofpcl; the tongue of the 
learned, that you may fpeak a word in feafoii to 
him that is weary; meeknefs of fpirit.for inftrudl- 
ing thofe that oppofe ihemfelves, if peradventurc 
God will give them ^repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the- truth; fidelity of mind, conftraining 
you to declare the whole counfel of God; bowels 
of compaflion for the fouls of men, wandering in 
ignorance, burdened with guilt, funk in pollution, 
and expofed to the wrathful difplcafure of the Al- 
mighty; fincerity of foul,* preventing you from 
walking in craftinefs, from handling the word of 
God deceitfully, or corrupting* the truth; fupremc 
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love to 'your adorable Saviour, and his fufFcring 
inrerelt in the world, that you may approve your- 
felf a minirtcr of 0)d, in much patience, in afflic- 
tions, in nrccffities, in diftrcflcs, in honor, and in 
difhonor, in evil report, and in good report. — r 
In the ufe of thefc endowments, and the exercifc 
of ihrfe tempers, you bid fair to enjoy inward 
peace of mind, and an approving confcience; to 
be venerable in the fight of good men, and glo- 
rious in the eyes of the Lord your God. - - 

" Encourage yourfelf in the Lord your God. Im- 
perfecfl as we arc in ourfelves, in every view wc 
arc complete in him. He is the glory of our 
ftrength. Our fufficiency is of him. He will 
fupply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Chrift Jefus. Caft all your burden on 
the Lord, and he will fullain you. As your days 
are, fo (hall your ftrength be. Lean oji the Sa- 
viour's promife. It will impart ftrength to your 
hand, and courage to your heart. '* Lo! I am with 
you always, even unto the ei\d of the world." 

•'Signed, on behalf of the Directors, 

•' JosiPH Hardcastle, Treasurer. 
•' Geo. Burder, Secretary. 

\* To the Rey. Rob). Morrison.*' 

The fpirit and fenllmcnts of this letter, are fo 
excellent, that to make any laudatory remarks on 
them, would only fcrvc to diminifh their worth. 
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SECTION VI. 



r » 



A/r. M. sails by way of America — arrives in Cbind-^ 
fir it fursuits and views there ^^remarks on economy 
^ and the dress oj Missionarfe's. "J' .•,,::,>-:»» 



" HcN all things wcr^ duly arranged for thCsVoy-j. 
agr, Mr... Morrifon left England on jift January, 
1807, together with the Rev. McflTrs. Gordon and 
X-ee, Mfflionaries from the fame .Society, -boond tq 
India by way of America. Aft-ef jnceting with 
,yery .>heavy gales of wind| they all ,reactied .Phila^ 
dclphia in iufcty. He: repnaiiied in the United 
States fc)r;twenty days only.. ... .. , ^ 

During that time he enjoyed .the acquaintance 
of fcveral eminent Miniflers, and pious perfons of 
various* denominations; fome of uhom flill cor- 
fefpondwith him on the common concerns of the 
kingdom of Chrift, and of general literature. 
This (hort acquaintance was the means of engaging 
the prayers and influence of many Chriftians in 
America^ in behalf of the Chinefe Miflion. They 
have ever fince manifefted a peculiar intereft in its 
concerns; it is to be hoped,- that* the growing 
commerce and intcrcourfe of that riling nation 
with China, will afford its Chriftians many op- 
portunities of taking a ftill more adive part in the 
diffufion of the Gofpel therein. Mr. M.'s firft 
objfift, as pointed out by the Miffionary Society, 
was, the acquifition of the Chinefe bnguage; even 
then a Didlionary, Englifh and Chinefe, was 
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(Contemplated in His inft'rudlions. On this ac- 
count; before leaving America, the Honorable Mr. 
Maddifon, then Secretary of State, gave him a let- 
ter of introduftion to the American Conful,*at / 
Canton, Mr. Carrington; requefting him to do* 
what lay in : his power, to further what he con- 
ceived CO be for the benefit of general literature. 
,1 Before leaving England| it had. .been fuggcrtcd, 
that Mr. M. fhould go by way of Bengal ; but, <le- 
firous to .reach iKe fcene of his labors as foon as 
podiblc, he preferred going direcHly to China, in 
an American vrflcl, failing from Philadelphia. 
• On the 4th September, the fame year, he ar^ 
rived in Cluna. Having never been in foreign parts 
before, and being a perfeA ft ranger to every one in 
the place; knowing alfo the jealoufy of the Chi- 
nefe, and the bigotry of certain Europeans, he had 
not . the moft encouraging profpcdl beCore him. 
Confiding,' however, in the mercy and gracious 
Providence of God, he was not depreflcd. He 
landed at Macao with the mate of the (hip, vi ho 
yfcnt on fhore for a pilot; aiid returned nrxt day. 
He was foon known to be an Englilh MuTionary; 
and for a time occupied the fufpicions and tongues 
of. the Romifli Clergy. . At Canton, durmg that 
feafon,*he lived in wha^ is called a go-down, a loafer 
room^ generally occupied as a cellar, where he ftu- 
dird, ace, and flrpt. Having very few and imperte(fl 
helps, be ^abort•d IncrfTintlyat thelanpuage ami wuh 
very little fuccefs. In confcquence of (he Itttrr 
from the Secretary of Slate in America, to Mr. 
Carrington, he and feveral other American Gentle* 
men, fhewcd hini much civility, which proved a re*, 
lief to his. mind and fpirits, after fagging hard aU 
day with an ignorant perfon, from whom he en- 
deavoured to arquirea little knowIe«lge of the Can- 
ton dialed... Mcflrs. Milneiiand Bull, who adcd 



Digitized by 



Google 



6+ 

. for Mr. Woolcomb, of New York, at the rcqiicft 
of that Gentleman, received him into -their own 
faftory.'^* > •- /-:. ' .^ .. y ■. i : ^ :: r-- S 

At firft, he fuppofed, that it would greatly faci- 
litate his objeA, to live in the manner of the na- 
tives; and under this idea,, fupplied himfelf with 
fuch articles asare commonly ufed by the Chinefe in 

Odrefs, and at ^ meals: but he Ihortly perceived, 
that his idea was erroneous^^.To make himfelf re- 
markable in external appearance, would have beeh 
pniclaiming to i.he Chinefe, that he was not in 
circumllanccs limilar to thofe of other foreigners at 
Canton ; and that he had objeAs different from thofe 

1 of commerce, which is the only one fanftioned 
by the local and general authorities. Again, as 
religion does not confilt in the form or colour of 

: one's drrfs, he not only declined afluming a na- 
tive drefs, but alfo did not make a point of i; to 

^•;: be always dreflTcd in black: the white jacket and 
ftraw hat were worn as other Europeans do in warm 

" climates. - 

Whatever may be becoming in other countries, 
in thofe places where Governments are averfc to 
the diftufion' of Chriftianity, all external diftinc- 
tions of thisicind, had much better be laid aiidc 
by Miflionaries; let piety towards God and bene- 
volence towards men, be the things which diftin- 
guilh them. 

At firft, as above obferved, he ate in the 
Chinefe manner; and dined with the perfon who 

; taught him the language. His mode of living was 

1 molt rigidly economical. A lamp made of earthen- 
^ ware fupplied him. with light; and a folio volume 
of Matthew Henry's Commentary, fet up on its 
edge, afforded a (hade to prevent the wind from 
blowing out the lamp. He did not find, however, 
that dining with a native, increafcd his knowledge 
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of the language; in the ^ime of taking n hafty 
meal, little ndvanragc was gained. The fame rea- 

^ fon which led him to pare his nails, cut off his 
hair, and give away his Chinefc drcfs, induced him 
to defill from being Angular in his manner of 
eating alfo. His nails were at firft fuffcred to 
grow, that they might be like thofc of the Chinefe. 
He had a tail, (i. e. a trefs of hair,) of fome length i 
• and became an adept with the chop-fticks. He 
walked about the Hong with a Chinefe frock on, * 
and with thick Chinefc (hoes. In this he meant 
well, but as he has frequently remarked, was fooa 
convinced that he had judged ill. 

Thisj>art of the narrative affords an illuftration 
of the fpirit proper lor every Miffionary, viz. that 
ef *• not fccking great things for himfelf." A 
willingnefs to become all things, that arc innocent 
and honorable, to all men; and to *' endure all 
things for the elect's fake,** is an indifpcniible 
requifite in thofc who devote themfelves to this 
branch of the fervice of God. Some Minillers and 
Miffionaries in different ages of the Church, have 
poffeffed this fpirit in a high degree; and their ex- 
ternal circumftances have rendered the moft rigid 
fclf-denial abfolutely neceffary. To labour night 
and day; to fleep in barns, in the fields, and on 

^\the floor; to eat and live with poor country people; 
to fuffcr fcorching heat, and freezing cold; to vi- 
fit and converfe with the poor of the heathen 
in filthy hovels, are things, fome of which every 
Missionary may expcft. If the fcenc of his la- 
bors fhould not render this kind of fclf-denial 
neceffary, rtill it will be wife to commence and 
perfevere with a readinefs to endure it when 
duty calls. An apathetic indifference to pcr- 
fonal convenience and comfort, is not in itfelf 
a virtue; but a rational fclf-denial, undertaken at 

K 
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the call of duty, and for the bcnrfit of others, is a 
vLrtiic of high character, whercvc^r it cxifts; and of 
prime importance in thofe who propa^^ate the 
Gofpcl among the heathen. Yet, for a Miflionary 
to court difficulties, or to rejedl pcrfon.il comforts, 
when he. may innocently enjoy them without hin- 
dering his objedl, is not wifej his great work will 
never profpcr the better for fuch fcrupul<;ii:y. 

Economy in expense^ is always inculcaicii by cliofc 
who eftablifl) foreign Miflions, and will ever be 
ftudicd by confcientious men employed therein. 
Indeed, when it is confidered, that MiHionary So- 
cieties are generally fupportcd by t!^c vo!ij!itary 
C(MUribuci(jns of Chriilians — often of po'^r Chris- 
tia.13 too, it becomes a facrcd duty to hulbar.c! fuch 
money in the bed: poflible manner. Srill it is a 
well-judged economy which alone can direcfl thefc 
contributions to their proper end. There rnay 
indeed be fome Midionaries, who, forgetting their 
charadler and duty, fpend extravagantly, ant! \\\y 
out on themfelves what might fupport them de- 
cently, and alfo help to fend the Gofpel to fomc 
other place. This is highly culpable. On the 
other hand, it (hould be oblcrved, that the facrificc 
made by fubfcribers to MifTions is a mere nothing, 
compared with the facrifice of the Miflionary him- 
fclf/ , -^ 

There may alfo be fome who, by an over rigid eco- 
nomy, injure their bodies, and abridge their ufe- 
fulnefs. This is an itUjudged economy ; and an er- 
*ror with which theperfon referred to, confiders the 
firfl- year of his labors, as chargeable. The moft 
valuable of all things to a Miflionary, is his ttm^ ; 
therefore, to favc a little money, by the lofs of a 
little time, is not good economy. For example, 
it is often faid in Europe, that a MiiTionary may 
' clean hiis own fhocs, brufli his clothes, fweep his 
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'clMr/o**r, mcn(\ Iiis garments, cook Ms v:(flnals» 
ami be his own fcrvant, ficc. &c. and there arc 
manv grave and crood pcrfons who would cxprefj ] 
the hi<rhrst furprifc and difTitisfaclion if they heard 
of I M fTionary's employing two or three domes- 
tics. Eat the rules of common prudence genc- 
r.tlly upply to the fituation of Miflionaries abroad, 
?.% well as to that of Chriftians at hom .; and three 
Afiiiics will hardly do the work of one European 
iVivant. IfMiniftcrsat home find, that attending j 
1} menial ferviccs ir.ipedcs their work, how 
llv»uld it be fcppofcd not to impede a Mifliona- 
rv's r.Ifi. whole <i;icirs require far more time and 
nun;rth ih .ritli.fc nf a Minifterwho preaches in his 
i.i )thcr torio-i.'*? In Tome parts of the world, 
iiidw^^ed, it is abfolutely neceflTiry for a Mifllona- 
ry to ** he his own fcrvant,** but in the Eaft, 
ti ».t ntcefllry rarely cxifts; and if from an idea 
rti cccwumiy or Tclf-dcnial any one impofes the I 
labor on hir.irdf, he will, at a future time, have 
to include this in the lilV of his other errors. Not 
that a Minionary fliould not engage in any lawful 
fcrvice, however mortifying, (and there is nothing 
tcally mortifying in menial labour) to further his 
Work; but it is argued that under the circum- 
Oances here fuppofrd, it would impede^ and not 
further, his work. He cannot do many ihings at . 
once; and if he fpend any given portion of time, 
whether large or fmall, in doing that which might 
be quite a«» well, perhaps vallly better done by a 
common laborer, his more important obje(fls, 
which others cannot afliO him in, will lofc that 
porrion of time. If any perfon argue that he mayr 
ncvcrtheh'fs attend to thefe as a rehxation from 
hts other labors; it is aniwcred that feveral of 
the things above mentioned, afford a kind of re- ' 
taxation that icw men, after being fatigued with 
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their own proper duties, would be very fond of. 
The inference is cafy; — a Miflionary's great work 
fhould fill his heart, head, hands, and time — his 
ftrcngth and energies fliould be refcrved for that — 
his other concerns of inferior moment, may be as 
well managed by fome native domeftic. It is al- 
ways dcfirable, that he Ihould be placed in cir- 
cumftances, to afford one, or more if necefTary, to 
admit of his enjoying entire leifure for his. chief 
work. What is here faid, proceeds on the fup- 
pofirioir'that he has abundance of Miffionary la- 
bor, and that he conliders his labor as ** his 
meat and his drink." 

With refpcdt to a MilTionary's Jrr/s and moJe of 
livings difference of circumftances will juflify a va- 
riety in thefe; and ** a wife man's heart will dif- 
cern both time and judgment." — Louis LcCompte, 
a Jefuit,* who labored for fome years as a Mis- 
fionary in China, has an obfervation worthy of 
notice on this fubjcdl. — '* I am pcrfuaded, fays he, 
that, as to a Midionary, the garment, diet, manner 
of living, and exterior cuftoms ought all to be re- 
ferred, (i. e. fubfervicnt) to the great dcfign he pro- 
pofes to himlelf, to convert the whole earth." — 
Wherever it is found that any certain mode of 
drefs, or living, expofcs a Miflionary to fufpicion, 
perfecution, contempt, or oppofition, there it un- 
doubtedly ought to be laid alide — and fome other, 
lefs obnoxious, fubftituted. The fame judicious 
principle which induced Mr. M. under the pecu- 
liarity of his circun)flances, to lay afide the Chi- 

♦ Le Compte's book was translated from the French, and 
published in L#ondon, in 1697-— among many things which 
a Protestant Missionary cannot approve, he will also find 
many that well deserve his attention. The latter part of the 
book gives aa account of the labors of the Catholics in 
China. 
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ncfc coftumc and diet, would have induced him to 
adopt them rxclufivclv, under circumllances of a 
different charadler. Were China open to receive 
the Gofpel, then it would be proper to live, in 
thefc refpe(Jls, like the natives; — and if there is I 
reafon to believe, that the affumption of a Chinefc 
drefs and mode of life, would facilitate the objcft, 
then alfo it becomes a duty. — Whether Milliona- 
ries ought in foreign countries to aflumc a par- 
ticular habit, as the dillinguidung badge of their 
profcflion, it is not theobjc<5t of thefe papers to dis- 
cufs. We find neither command, nor example in 
the New Tctlament for fuch a practice — nor any 
exprefs prohibition of it. After the days of the 
Apoftles, in the 2d and 3d centuries, if not before, .. 
the Minifters of religion fometimes obfervcd uni- ' 
formity of drefs. The Tcf^a of the Romans, being 
often gay and fplendid, was deemed unfuitable as 
the badge of thofc who acfled as the ftandard bear- 
ers of a religion which taught mortification and 
deadnefs to the world; hence the Palnum^z kind ' 
of cloak or upper garment, worn by the Greeks, 
efpecially by their philofophers, is faid to have 
been mod commonly adopted, as more grave and 
modell.* -^ 

In China, the firfl: Jefuits, took the garb of the 
Ho-Ihang, L e. Bonzes, or Pagan Piiefts; but 
though they themfclves confidered it grave enough, 
it expofed them to thccontemptof thepeople; hence f 
they adopted the ftudent's habit, or the drefs of[ 
the learned, which they thought procured them * 
more rrfpcdl. And the compiler is of opinion 
that, if any particular habit fliould ever be aflumrd 
by Chinefe Miffionaries, this is the moft fuiiable l| 
one; — perhaps however to wear the garments of | 

* Vide KiD|;'i Primitive Church, part 2d — page 23, 
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At all events, to intn^iJuce y^^'c ;;;•/ ca^vic^us ir.io 

' CI. ilia, would be prepoflenM.'s in the txtremc. The 
Piinnair of England, in his full rcclcfiaftical drcfs, 
and ilie Pope <.f Rome, liccoratcJ with all his pon- 
tific\.l.s, would notion account of ti^cir garnienu, 
appear n.ore refpidable in the e\ cs of a Chintrr, 
than a Pagan Priefl wiih his gaudy tripp-.i^zs 014 

. foirjt of ihc hiyh fdhvaU of Baal! The iu>vclry 
mi^r* t iiidccd cxciie ilu* pazcr and lau;^!i of the 
midcitude; but, with all the facred vellmcnts of 
the wefl, they vouldflill he < onfideri^d .ss mere 
Ho-shatigi 1 crhaps cVwii iCLiuirivu wiih ihcin. 

V 
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SECTION VII. 



Tf}KJrl:s\ iijf^rent ta'e:Js suHed in dJJ^ r fti suu- 
anais — ialcu^at/c^s of unriA \ p:uJe'Ke j...i^//v; -t 
hinder the spread of ihs GoipJ. 

**^FTrR a I'ttle time, Mr. M. unicrftandiinr b.-rrr 
thr llatcof S )cic:y ar Canton, hirrj \ birlJiiv^ t.r re 
called a Factory, v.iucn, t!!;!:'^!! rmill, rurnrhcvl 
more p^om and coi-.v-rrmcr, u is btrrcr a J » )rt.\h 
Co hii ^>iiiru;rs, ai:J m^Tc cojuiucive to h. .1th, 
than thr go down which he li id hirhrrro rc:u- 
piv'd. In w^irrn couiu»*:*5, ro.»niv and wjll ven- 
tilated apartnuirs arc very ncctlTiry inorlerto 
health; and fhouid he l"ou;^ht for by Miffinna- 
ries. The rent in Canton is indeed very high; 
but that is an unavoidable evil. 

Before leaving England, Sir Jos. Banks, at the 
reqijclt of the Rev. Geo. Burdcr, Secretary to the 
Midionary Society, kindly favored Mr. M. with a i 
letter of introdudtion to Sir George Thomas St.«un-. \ 
ton, Bart. This letter proved of confiderable fcr- 
vice to him. In cdnfequcncc of this. Sir George 
kindly introduced him to Mr. Roberts, then chief 
of the Englifh Fadory in China; and Mr. Roberts, 
as long as he lived, fhcwed every difpofition to 
further the literary and benevolent views of the 
Society with which he was connected. V'/hen on 
his death-bed, he faid — •* I fee not why your 
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rninflating the Sacred Scriptures into the Chincfc 
language, might not be avowed, if occafion called 
for it. We, [i. c. the members of the Faftory,] 
could with reafon anfwer the Chincfe thus — *This 
volume we deem the bcft of books. Mr. M. hap- 
pens to be able and willing to render it into your 
language, in order that it^may be legible to you — 
your approval or difapproval of it refts entirely with 
yourfelves: we conceive he has done a good 
work." — Thefe were Mr. R 's words. It was in a 
fomewhat (imilar manner that the Britifti Ambaf- 
sador at the Court of Perfin, introduced a copy of 
the New Teltament, to the notice of the Sovereign 
of that country. The confequence was that the 
Pcrfian Monarch, after carefully perufing the ex- 
cellent Martin's verfion, gave his moft unqualified 
approbation," both of the book itfelT, and of the 
pious defign of the B. and F. B. Society in circulat- 
ing it through the world. 

If the Sacred Scriptures were prefented by fome 
magnanimous official chara<fler, to tlie Emperor ol 
China, or to his great officers, in a dignified man- 
ner, who can tell that they might not be well re- 
ceived and gradually lead to happy. confequences? 
The Sacred Scriptures, in the form in which they 
now appear, (viz. that of a tranflaiion) have never 
been officially prohibited in China; and though 
there is fome reafon to fear, that they might be con- 
founded and identified with other prohibited books, 
there is alfo a poffibility that they might be ac- 
cepted. Very much would depend on circumftances, 
and the manner in which they were ofl^ered. Cold- 
hearted fufpicion, however, often paints to itfclf 
more difficulties than really exift. 

Mr. Morrifon continued in the apartments above 
mentioned till about July, i 8o8, at which time, he, 
received an invitation to Macao, from Mr. Roberts, 
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for the Cikc of his health. He went down thither* 
and after remaining a month or two, returned to 
Canton, where he continued till theclofe of the year, 
when the arrival of fomc troops from Bengal to 
ganifon Macao, caufed a mifunderrtanding with 
the hical Government. In confequencc of this, he 
was obliged (jks all Engliflimen were) to leave 
Canton and return to Macao, to inhabit the 
houfc he formeiiy lived in. While formerly there 
part of the houfe fell in, which was the caufe of 
his leaving it fo early. But in confequcnce of the 
unplealant turn of public aflfairs, he was under the 
necelTity of occupying the fallen-in maniion once 
more. 

During all this time, he wascondantly employed 
in learning the language, both the Mandarin and 
Canton dialects. But his helps were exceedingly im- 
pcrfedl; and he did not make half the progrefs 
I hat fo much labor ought to have cnfured. He 
felt a zeal which bore up his mind, and enabled 
him, by the bleffing of God, to perfcvere. He pos- 
feflcd rather fortitude than cnterprife, and a fevere 
judgment, rather than a vivid imagination or in- 
ventive fancy; hence to ufe his own words, *• he 
plodded on." Sodelirous was he to acquire the Ian* 
guag>, that even his fccret prayers to the Almighty, 
were offered in broken Chincfc. The place of re- 
tirement is often frcQi in his memory, and he aU 
ways feels a fort of regard for it, as being the child- 
hood of his Chinefe exilUnce. Bad that it was, he 
would not probably have left it, had not the land- 
lord been difpleafed for •' turning his houfe into 
a chapel." He accordingly raifcd the rent one 
third higher than it had been before, and Mr. M. 
was obliged to feck another habitation. 

During this period of his Hay in China, he was 
much indebted to A. P. Efq. furgeon to the £ng- 

L 
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lifli Fadory ; and alfo to S. B. Efq. in another dc- 
parrmcnt of the Honorable Company's eflablifti- 
ment. It was about this time alfo that J. E. 
Efq. made him a prefcnt of a Latin Chinefc Dic- 
tionary in MS. value about L. 50, which he 
fomctimcs ufes to the prefcnt day. 
* It is but juft to obferve that he received innu- 
merable civilities from thofe who did not enter 
fully into his views, nor indeed entirely approve 
of them. He was alfo aware that his charader 
and objefts fometimes afforded a topic rather of 
light remark than of ferious converfation ; but he 
tvas prepared to make allowances for youth, with 
whom too frequently not only MifTionarics to the 
heathen, but any Minifter of religion, whether he 
belong to the Eftabliflied or to the Djffenting 
Churches, if indued with piety and virtue, is equal- 
ly a fubjed of jocular remark. 

'*At this time, he felt fo unwilling to obtrude 
himfeif on the notice of the people at Macao, that 
he never walkedout. He carried this precaution 
further than was necefliry ; but it feemed better to 
err on the fafe fide. His health began to fuffer 
frorh it, fo'that latterly he could fcarcely / walk 
acrofs the room with eafe to himfeif. The firft 
time he ventured out to the field.*, adjoining, the 
town of Macao, was in a moon- light night, under 
the efcort of two Chinefe. • • : : 

- The very delicate circumftances in which he 
was placed, at the time referred to, : required the. 
most rigorous caution. Indeed fincc the com- 
mencement of the MifTion this has ever been re- 
quifite; to relax for a fingleday. or in a fingle in- 
fiance, might be of fatal confequence to the caufe. 
None, but thofe fully acquainted with all the cir- 
cumftances, are able to form an adequate idea of 
the abfolutc neccfliry of unremitting watchfulncfs 
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and care. Providence has hitherto prefervcd in 
him the fame difpofition of mind, and we gladly 
indulge the hope that the continued exercife 
thereof, is the means appointed for the con^ 
tinuance of the Miflion in China, till either fomc 
political change more favorahle to the Gofpel, take 
place, or till divine truth (hall have fecretly and 
and (ilently fpread fo far, and fixed its roots fo 
deep, that no holtile effort of dcfpotifm, or per- 
fccution, fhall be able to banifli it from the coun« 
try. Dr. M'Cric in his life of Knox, the Scottifh 
Reformer, among many other excellent bbferva- 
tions, has the following one.— •'The talents which 
are fuited to one age aild flation would be altoge- ' 
ther iinfuitable to another; and the wifdom dis. 
played by Providence, in railing up perfons with 
qualities fingularly adapted to the work they have • 
lo perform for the benefit of mankind, demands ' 
our particular conlideration/** — This quotation 
is not I hope out of place here. Some of the. fer- ' 
vantsol God are furniihed by him with an adlivczeal 
which keeps them conftantly on the mpve; their ex- 
ertions have the appearance of bustle^ and attradl 
the attention of many eyes and ears, and, if well ' 
direcfted, this is a very valuable talent. But it is ' 
adapted onlv for certain places and feafons. : Such 
a talent will be of the utmofl value in China, when 
it (hall pleafe God to lay that country open to the 
labors of his fcrv.intf^; but it would have been, 
very unfuitable at firft,' in the circumftances under 
which the Midion was commenced: it would in I 
all probability .have procured an early expulfion 
from the country. 

The patience that refufrs to be conquered — the 
diligence that never tires — the caution that always ' 

. • Vide Life of Juha Kqux, vol. i?, pa^jc 257. 
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trembles — and the ftudious habit that fpontane- 
oufly feeks retirement, — were bed adapted for the 
fituation of the firft Midionary to China. The ne- 
cellity of the particular kind of talents which have 
juft been mentioned, will appear ftill more clearly, 
if it be confidered, that, the difficulty did not arifc 
from the Chincfe alone, but alfofrom various other 
quarters. The fituation of all foreigners at Can^ 
ton is certainly precarious. In their commercial 
intercourfe with the Chincfe, they have often to 
fubmit to treatment of a very unpleafant kind; 
and fuch as perfous who have enjoyed civil liberty 
in their native country, feel extremely mortifying 
and degrading. .They have to do with a people 
whofc jealoufy of ftrangers was never exceeded; 
and who poffefs to a high degree, the art of im- 
proving to their own advantage, every error, and 
every thing like an error, in the condud of the fo- 
reign merchants. This ftate of things renders 
great circumfpedlion doubtlcfs ncctflTary. : But 
the ever tremulous calculations of worldly wifdom, 
often conjure up in the imagination of their pos- 
felTors, the figures of thoufands of ideal evils which 
will never exist; and it may be fuggefted to fuch 
perfons that, while it is admitted that there is 
fome rifk of Incurrinpj difadvantagcs by appear- 
ing on the fide of the Gofpcl in China, it deferves 
their confideration, whether, as chriftians, they 
ought to rilk any thing for its fake, or not. It is 
eafy to perceive how thefe things taken together,- 
would operate againll the Gofpel in fuch a ftate of 
matters as we advert to; efpecially where there 
alfo exifts, as is fometimcs the cafe, a confider-: 
able degree of fcepticifm with regard to religion 
in general. There, mere literary or philofo- 
phical views would be-fandioned and fupport- 
ed; while the man, whofc aim is to lead his 
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fcllow-crcaturcs to think rationally of the Dcirjr 
and to adl pioufly towards him; to venerate the 
S.iviour, and to behave confcientioufly in all the 
relations of life, would be looked upon with mark- 
ed fufpicion; all his proceedings narrowly watched; 
and the moll dangerous confequences to commerce 
and government, dreaded as the relult of his en- 
deavours; hence double caution and prudence on 
his part are rendered necefTary. If at the commence- 
ment of the Milfion, a certain portion o\ th s 
fpirit exifled in the commercial bodies cor- 
nedtcd with Canton, it is the Icfs to be won- 
dered ar, when we refli'(fl how general it then was 
throughout India, England, and other countries. 
Perhaps a want of full information on the fubjeft 
of Miflions, ought to be conliiJcred as the c^ufe of 
this, rather than a determined hoftility to thecaufc 
of chriftianity. A change in the public frntimcnt 
has however happily taken place, the beneficial ef- 
fe(fls of which begin already to be felt, by all en- 
gaged in the work in every part of India; and 
there is reafon to hope, that the period may not be 
at a very great diflance, when commerce which vi- 
fits every clime, and •* which fucks *f he a^undanre 
of the /ea§ and of ireafures bid rn the /and,** (hall 
gladly afford facilities for the extenlivc diffufion 
of divine knowledge, and prove the means of 
•* calling the various peoples of the earth to the 
mountain of the Lord, where they (hall offer the 
facrifices of righteousness;** yea, and conlider her- 
felf highly honored thereby, and her intereUs most 
effedlually fecured. 

If we may judge of the future by the paft, cer- 
tainly the expe<5lation of fuch an event is no; chi- 
merical. 
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SECTION viir. 

Mr. Af.'i sftilement in life — appointment in the Bri* 

" tub FaHoiy, Intercourse with a native Roman- Cc^ 

thoHc. — No attfwpts mjJe by the membtrs of the 

- Chinese Mission to proselyte Christians.— Oral in^ 

- stru^ion commeJued-^rLmarks. - 

Intent only on founding the Mifllon, Mr. Mor- 
rifon voluntarily declined entciing into a family 
relation before leaving England; judging very pro- 
perly that, till a perfon has acquired fomc know- 
ledge of the place at which, and people amongft 
whom he has to fpend his life, it is imprudent to 
fubje<fl a family to the hardlhips of a fea voyage and 
a precarious refidence. 

In the clofc of 1808, he was married at Macao, 
in China, to Mifs Morton, eldcft daughter of John 
Morion, Efq. 

; On the fame day of the marriage, a iituation 
in the Company's Facflory at Canton was offered 
to him which he accepted, and in which he has 

continued. ■ ■ \^ - • i . ^ •• 

. The duties of that fituation ,were ar-firrt: extreme- 
ly oppreflive, through hisftill imperfed: kno\*lcdgc 
of the language. He felt it his duty to be faithful 
to thofe who had employed him. He had not con- 
fidence in his own knowledge of the language, nor 
could he truft in the natives. The many perplex- 
ing hours which he fpent in the duties of his new. 
fituation, will not foon be forgotten. He always 
however felt one fatisfadlion^ viz. chat all his du- 
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tics were of fucli a kind, as bore at leaft indiredly 
on his primary views: they were fo many Icflbns 
in Chinefe. 

Being obliged to be at Canton for about one half 
of the year, atrending to his department in the Fac- 
tory, Mrs. M. was left in nearly abfoUire fo- 
litude, which it i.^ to be feared, tended to induce 
a degree of indifpofiiion which to the prefenttime, 
is not entirely removed; and without health, of 
what value is any other temporal good? Health 
ranks next to the poflxfllon of true religion: even 
fompefence^ that almofl invaluable, blelTing takes a 
lower place. Take away every thin^, O God, 
would the chriflian fay, but tliy holy fpirit — and 
of all temporal good, deny me any rather than 
health. Srill, Mr. M. believing in a general and par* 
ticular Providence, which controuls the greatclV 
events, without overlooking the \x\o\\ minute cir- 
cumftances, was confoled. Knowing that all tijings 
which occur, have a caufe, either juft, or gracious, 
or both, he felt fatisfied with the arrangements of 
the great Governor of the Univerfe. — •' God, 
does not afflid wrilingly, nor grieve the children 
of men. V — It is good for us in many cafes to be 
afflidted: important ends for our oun perfonal faU 
vation, and for the work in which we are engaged, 
are often to.be accomplilhcd by perfonal and fa- 
mily affiidions. 

- On the news of Mr. M.'s having accepted an 
appointment in the Briiilh Factory, reaching 
England, it was rumoured that he had deferred the 
caufe for which he had left his home and country, 
tout, as this idea was founded in miflake, it did not 
g.iin general belief. He had taken up the caufe 
on prmciples of an imperifliable nature; and con- 
ceived that he faw a point in which his new fitu- 
ation would, in fome degree contribute to his pri- 
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marjr objccT", viz. the fprcad of the Gofpcl in 
China. 

During this period, he hadoccafional inrercourfe 
with a native Roman Catholic. That perfon was 
fometimcs diffiiacicd hy the Romifli Clerjry from 
vifiting the •' Heretical Miflionary.** The man 
urged in his own defence, that he faw nothing bad 
about that Miflionary; the only remaikable thing was 
a certain (Iritflnefs in keeping the ** die domtnica.** 
Poor n^an! he feemcd to have little piety, and a 
few things were now and then faid with a view to 
ifpprcTs his mind more deeply with the neceflity of 
the religion of the heart; and the praiflice of chris- 
tian vif rur; but he was certainly never aflailcd on 
any fuhjrct peculiar to the church of Rome. He 
was |.oor, had a family, and was not very prudent; 
hence fijmc alliltance was at times afforded him, 
for the lake of that Saviour in whom he profeflcd 
to believe, to help him through his difficulties. 

Thofe now engaged in the Chinefe Miflion do not 
confidcr it as any part of their obje<5l to make pro- 
felytcs from one Chriftian Communion to anorhcr. 
If the native ft>rce of chrillian truth and chriliian 
virtue fliould bring over any individual Irom ano- 
ther Communion tojoin with them, they would va- 
lue the acquifition, only in proportion to the degree 
in which that perfon's life difplayed the efficacy of 
thofe grand prir.ciplcs about which there are no 
difputes in the Church of Chrift. But they ne- 
ver have ufed, and refolve, that they never will ufe, 
means to draw other chriftians out of their refpec- 
tive focietics. When an opportunity offers of turn- 
ing the attention of profeding chrilUans to the love 
of God in Chrift Jefus — to the importance of prac- 
tical piety — and to the great realities of eternity, 
they wilh to embrace it; but to inffruft the hea- 
then, not toprofclytc chriftians, is the principle on 
Mhich they ever wilh toad. 
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Thr immc lintc view of the Miflion to China, w;«s 
not, as has already been ftarcd, to preach; yet this 
w.is contempLired as a dcHrabie, though apparently 
diOaiu object J and there was nothing in the So- 
ciety's Inlhudhons implying that private oral in- 
llru(5lion might not be entered on as foon as pos- 
fible; it was rather what they earneftly defired. 
Hence, an early endeavour was made by Mr. M. 
to turn the minds of thofe who taught him the 
language, to the fubjedl of religion. On the fab- 
bath days, the Harmony of the Gofpels which 
he brought out with him, was read with them. 
But having then a very imperfect knowledge of 
the language, no conncdlcd view of the chriftiaii 
religion could be exhibited to the heathen. To 
addrrfs ihe heathen in a fuitable manner, requires 
confiderable knowledge of their language, opi- 
nions, and manners. ^ The difficulty is greater 
where one has had no prcdcccffor: he has every 
thing to commence himfelf, and feels greatly the 
want of that aid which the labors of one who had 
gone before him would have affi)rdcd. Perhaps, 
fuffirient allowance is not made for this, in the 
expectations of m^nv pcrfons who are warm 
friends to Millions. Full and explicit ftatements 
of the contents of the facred writings, are the 
m<*ans to which under God, we look (or the con- 
verfion of the nations; and till thofe ftntements 
can be made, we have no reafon to expect great 
refults. When a Mifllon has been eUabliflied for 
fome years, thofe who join it afterwards have not to 
contend with the fame diladvantages: they enjoy 
the benefit of other men's labors. 

Thefe religious fervices on the fabbaths.and oc- 
cafionally at other fcarons, have, wich various in- 
terruptions, been continued to the prefent lime. 
One, two, three, five, ten, and twelve Chincfc have 
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at times attended to inftrudlion, and the worfliip of 
God; but Urge congregations cannot be expefted 
in a country where to lillen to inftrucftion from a 

II foreigner, is a crime againfl the ftate. The de- 

' lighttul fcene which the young Miflionary's vivid 
imagination paints to itfclf, before he leaves his 
native (bores, of liftening throngs crowding arpund 
him — thoufands of admiring heathen hanging on 
his lips, and exulting at the found of eternal life, 
cannot be realized in the prefent ftate of China. 
To addrefs an individual or two with fear and 
trembling in an inner apartment, with the doors 

I fccurely locked, is what Mr. M. has often been 
obliged to do, and his collcafiuc alfo. St. PhuI 
taught privately thofe whom he could not pub- 
licly. It is doqbtlefs difcouraging; but it is in 
the line of a Miflionary's duty under fuch circum* 
• ftances, and he will in general have more (atisfac-r 
tion in teaching a handful of heathen, than in ad- 
drefllnga large concourfeofchriftians. For, though 
his work be more felf-denying and difficult in the 
former cafe than in the latter; yet he is contri- 
buting more direftly to his proper objedl. A very 
little done among the heathen,, may finally lead to 
ihnportant rcfults: one jurt fentiment imparted, 
concerning the Deity, the Saviour, or the ultimate 
dcftinies of man, may become the parent of a 
thoufand. It is in the nature of divine truth to 
multiply itfclf. Though at firft like a mere hand^ 
ful of corn, fown on the tops of the mountains, 
where the blafting wind often blows over a thin 
mould and barren foil; yet, by that celeftial in- 
fluence v^hich God has promifcd to diftil, as the 
dew, upon ir, the fruit thereof fhall fliake like the 
ftately forefls of Lebanon. It (hall fpread through 
populous cities of the Gentiles, in which its con* 
verts fliall fpring up and rtourilh, like grafs of the 
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SECTION IX. 



Thf 4 Is of tbi Apostle i printed — Chinese Grammar 
. finished — Family AffiitTion — Tra5l and Catechism 
composed — Human t/ein^s murb influenced by ctr^ 
(um stances — The Epistles translated and printed. 
Donation ftom the B. and F. Btble Soctety. Siyli 
proper for a version of the Scriptures into Chinese, 
fhe ancicfnt classical books notfii to be tmitaied, and 
why. 

'w 1810, Mr. Morrifon, having ac*quircd fuffici- 
cnt acquainrancc with ihc Chincfc language, to 
fatisfy himfw'lf chat the tranflation of the Acts of 
THE Apostles which he brought out with him, 
would, if amended and revifcd, be ufeful, he ac- 
cordingly made fuch cortedlions as he deemed ne- 
celFary, and tried (what yet remained doubtful,) 
the pradlicabiliiy of printing the Holy Scriptures. 
The attempt fucceeded; and he felt not a little 
encouraged in afcertaining that fuch works could 
be accompliflicd with coniiilcrablc facility: he 
thought an important point was now gained; and 
having proved that it was pradcicable for perfons 
in the fcrvice of the Miffionary Society, to print 
the (acred writings in China, he felt as if he could 
die more willingly than before. He had efFcifled 
enough to encourage the Society to fend a fuc- 
Crflor. The charge for printing the Adls of the 
Apoflles, was exorbitantly high. Ic amounted to 
more than half a dt)llar per copv; — the price at 
which the whole New TclUmciu has fince been 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 

printed. But it was confidercd a prohibited book; 
and fomc rilk was fuppofcd to be run by thofc 
who undertook to execute the printing. The in- 
fatiablc avarice of the Chinefe, inclines them, on 
every occafion, to impofc on foreigners; and the 
exclufivc nature of iheir Government furniflies 
them with every facility for cozening. They fcem 
to confidcrall foreigners as their enemies; and to 
) a certain extent treat them as fuch. It was not 
therefore expedled, under fuch a ftatc of things, that 
any part of the Chrinian Scriptures could be print- 
ed at the ufual price of other Chincfe books, pub- 
lifhed bv natives thcmfclves. But as we fhall have 
an opportunity in a following; fcdlion, to fay fome- 
thing more on the fubjecfl of Chincfe printing, we 
(hall leave it for the prefent. 

From the firft, Mr. M. had been collefling ma- 
terials for a Chinese Grammar^ with the view of fa- 
cilitating the acquifition of the language to hit 
country men. In 1811, the Grammar was com- 
pleted; and afterwards fent to the Bengal Govern- 
ment, by the Selecfl Committee, that it might be 
printed. Through fome means unknown to the 
author, the MS. was kept nearly three years in 
Bengal before it made its appearance. At length, 
however, it was printed at Serampore, in 1815, at 
the cxpcnfc of the H. E. 1. Ci)mpany, and is now 
bef<»re the public. 

In the fame year (1811,) the trandation of the 
Gofpcl of Luke was finiflied and printed; and alfo 
a fmall tra A called ^hin^taou ; i. c. ^ be Dii'tne Doc^ 
tiine concerntng the Redemption of the fVorld'. Mr. 
M. had to profecute thcfc feveral works in the 
midft of the moll fcvere domeflic afflidions. Mrs. 
M.'s complaint was given up as incurable, by the 
medical Gentleman, J. L. Efq. who during that 
aSidion, and on every other occafion, fticwed to 
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Mr. and Mrs. M. and thofc wlio afterward.^ joined 
them in the Miflion, the utmoft attention of a 
profefRonal man, and the fympathv and kinclncfs 
of a father. By the goodncfs of God, Mr^. M *$ 
life was prefcrved; but her firll born fon died on ' 
the fame day, in which he breached the breath of j 
life. The infant was interred on the top of a little 
hill, at the northern extremity of the ifland of Ma- 
cao, where feveral other Europeans have been bu- 
ried. The Chinefe, at firl>, oppofid the inter- 
ment of the child by force; and (Ince, fome P4>r- 
tuguefe inhabitant of Macao, aduared by bigotry 
and ignorance, wrote ribaldry on the tomb lloi^e. 

In communicating verbal inflrudion, Mr. M. 
felt greatly the need of a fliort fvftematic view of 
the Chriftian dodrine, and form of a Chriflian 
Church. This induced him, in 1812, to compofc 
and print a Catrchifm, which is, in fubrtancc, the 
ftiorter Catechifm, of the Church of Scotland. 
Several introductory quellions, and a few others, 
here and there, were added, with the view of 
adapting it to the condition of a Pagan people. 
There were alfo.two fliort forms of prayer, and 
a Pfalm and Hymn, appended. This funimary 
of divine truth, he found of great fervice in 
teaching chrillianity to the younger part of his 
Chinefe domcftics, fome of wliom comnntied it to 
memory. It has fubfequently proved an alTiilancc 
in the fchool at Malacca; and it is hoped, that 
thoufands of the Chinefe in different parts, into 
whofe hands it has been put, have been able to 
underfland, from reading it, the dodrine of eternal 
life, through Jefus Chrilt. 

Mr. M. fell the univerfally acknowledged ex- 
cellence of that •• form of found words," contain- 
ed in the fhorter Caiechifmj and, having from his 
earlicfl years, learnt it in the family and repeated 
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it in the Church, the influence of education alfo 
concurred in leading him to choofc it rather than 
any other work of the kind In fail, it contained 
what he conceived to be a judicious epitome of the 
chrilHan doftrine. The national Churches of Bri- 
tain both in England and in Scotland, notwith- 
rtanding the excellent fyftems of theoretical and 
practical divinity, which they inherit from the Re- 
formers and other emment divines, by whofe la- 
bors they were compiled, have till of late, difco- 
vered but little zeal in their conilitutcd capacity^ 
to encourage the extenfive fpread of ihofc prin- 
ciples in which they juftly glory. They haver 
themfclves been flow in uling efforts to commu- 
nicate the Gofpel to Pagan nations; and often not 
forward to countenance the efforts of good men, 
not to fay of other focieties, but even of their own 
communion, who have been concerned for thedif- 
fufion of divine truth. But the God of Zion is never 
at a lofs for means; and it is pleafing to fee thefc 
churches at length come forward to the work, with 
thofc powerful refources of talent and influence 
which they pofl>fs. It is very common for privileged 
bodies of men, whether in Church or State, to de- 
generate: it is the effccft of fallen human nature, 
and arifcs in part from the influence which out- 
ward circumftances have over mankind ; and it 
would mod likely be the fame ifthofe religious^ 
bodies who now derive no emolument from the 
State, fliould become the dominant party. For 
there are but few individuals or focieties who pre- 
fcrve their zeal for truth, and their devotednefs to 
God, in the midfl of eafe and affluence. The Chincfc 
have made fimilar obfervations. It is not lefs true 
th m lamentable, that the charadlcr of man inftead 
of being formed and habitually influenced, by the 
great principles of moral and religious truth, is 
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too often moilcllcd by his circiimnarcr?, nnd de- 
rives its leading trait from particular offices, lo- '^ 
calities, times, and conditions. Eafe, with a cer^ 
lain portion of fecurity, very often bcgrts an indif- 
ference, which always corrupts; — never improves, 
the mind. 

On the 19th June, 1812, Mr. M.'s daughter "A 
Mary Rebecca was born; and baptized <»n the } 
a9'h of July the fame year. 

The tranflation of the Scriptures for fever.il . 
years, formed the chief part of his' labors. — He 1 
went on gradually through the Niw TcOament, 
and printed fmall editions of its paits, as they were 
finifhed and correc^led ; ituendiiig a general revif.l 
as foon as the wh<»le (h<»uld becompleted. In the 
month of March, 1813, having finiflud and print- 
ed the epiflles ; a few copies of them were (cnt 
home to England. VVhefi a copy was prefented 
to the British and Forrign Btble Society, the 
Diredors of that noble Inltitution were pleafed to 
voce the fum of L. 500, towards the tranflating, 
printing, and circulating of the Sacred Scriptures in 
China. The zeal and liberal charaifler of this ce- 
lebrated fociety, are well known. It was very en- 
couraging to the Chinefe Million, to be deemed 
worthy of its attention. The Society needs no 
praife; — its own works contain its eulogy. Irs 
benevolence is experienced in the North, in the 
South, in the Well, in the vaft regions of the Eaft, 
and in almoft every country under heaven. All 
nations have reafon to pronounce it blelTed, and 
the difpenfer of bleflinps! Several larger grants 
of money have fince been received from that S )- 
cietv, for the fame purpofcs; which will be no- 
ticed in their place. . 

The Missionary Society had already gone to 
great e:ipcnse in carrying on the tranflation of the 
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Scriptures into Chincfc rhus far; and would in all 
human probability have been obliged if not to dc* 
lilt, yet to have proceeded rr^uch more flowly, but 
for the feafonable aid afforded by the Bible So- 
ciety. Pecuniary adiihince though of great mo- 
ment is not however, the only good that rcfults from 
Inftitutions of this nature. .Their attention is pe- 
culiarly calculated to produce falutary effe<?ls on 
the minds of thofc who are laboring in lonely fitu- 
ations abroad. Hence Mr. M. felt much gratified 
and encouraged, by the voice of the Bible Society, 
fpeaking through its Committee and Secretaries. 
The countenance orChriftians, efpecially of con- 
ftituted bodies, produces in general the fame bene- 
ficial cffcdls on Mifllonaries every where. For, there 
are perhaps few men on earth fo entirely fnpported 
.by faith in the divine promifes refpeifling the King- 
dom of Chrill, as to feel no additional encourage- 
ment from the concurrence of other good men in 
the fame woik; and but few who are fo habitually 
and entirely aduated by a regard to the Deity as to 
derive no increafed ftimulus to zeal and fidelity, 
from the intertfl: uhich the religious public ma- 
nifeds in the furtherance and fuccefs of their labors 
of love. Conliiierations of a varied charader arc 
fuiftd to the various powers of the human mind; 
and it will not be denied but that motives of an />/- 
Jet tor (I do not fay unworthy) nature, may have a 
beneficial influence on highly impoitant purfuiis; 
The operations of the Church of God, in general, 
or in any of its fcveral branches, produce awe and 
delight in every pious nund; and the attention of 
any particular body of pious men, brings along 
with it, a powerful affociation <>f ideas, which fel- 
i!om fails to produce happy effcifts on the mind 
of the Mifllonary abroad. He feels that he is not 
alone in the work. The prayers, talents, and in- 
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fliicncc of the churches nc home/appear as power- 
ful, though often indirect Auxiliaries; and he fees 
in their zeal for the heathen, almofl the only thing 
next to God's promile, that can comfort him in the 
nuditdf bodily infirmities, viz a. pledge that they 
wdl not.fufler the work to ceafe, when he (hall be 
laid in.thc duft. 

In rendering the Sacred Scriptures into Chinefe, 
Mr. iVli>rrifon lelt at a lofs ft>r fome time, as to 
the LniJ cf JSy/^ mod proper to be adopted. In 
Chinefe book'^. as in thofc of rrnA\ other nations, r 
there are three kindsof (lylc: — a high, a low, anci 
a middle llyle. The llylc wliich prevails in the 
a ^ii, ^Vo()-king and l/li ^f Sze- flioo, is remark- 
ably concifc, anti confidercd highly clAjfi<a\ Moil 
worki of fiction of the lighter (ort, arc written in 
a llyle perfectly co lo-juui. The ^ ^^ San.kuo;*a 
work much admired in China, holds in point of 
llyle, a mtaJ e p*ace between thefe two. He ac 
firlt inclined to the middle Oyle; but afterwards, / 
on feeing an Imperial woi k, called ^ ^^ Shing- 
yu, defii^ncd to be rend tuice a month, in the 
Public Halls of the dilTcrent provinces, for the in- 
Hrudion of the people in relative, and political du- \ 
ties, and which is piraphrafeii m a perfedtly col- j 
loquial fivie, he refolved to imirarc this woik. 

ilh B;rcaufe it is more ealUy underllood by the ' 
bulk of the })eoplc. 

id. Becaufe it is intelligible when read in an 
audience, which the high cladical l>yle is not at ' 
all. The middle (tyle is alio intelligible when 
read in public, but not (o ealily underllood as the 
lower flyle. 

3d. Becaufe it can be quoted verbatim when 

• The San-kvvo fills twenty clu^ely printed lUin duo- 
decimo volumes. 

N 
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preaching, and undcrftood by the people without 
a:iy paraphraftic explanation. However, on re* 
confidcring the fubjedl, he decided on a middle 
flylc as in all refprdts befl: adapted for a book in-r 
tended for general circulation. On the one hand, 
it poflefTcs fomething of the gravity and dignity of 
the ancient clalTical books, wjthout that extreme 
concifenefs which renders them (o hard to be un, 
derftood. On the. other hand, it is intelligible 
to all who can read to any tolerable extent, with- 
out finking into colloquial coarfenefs. It is not 
above the illiterate, nor below the better educated. 
Tlie Chinefe whenever they fpeak feriouflv, afFecl 
to defpife the colloquial works of fidion, while at 
the fame time, they are obliged to acknowledge 
that the ftyle of the ancient clafitcal books is not 
adapted for general ufefulncfs. Of the ftyle of the 
^ ^ San-kwu, they fpeak in raptures. It may 
indeed, in as far as ftyle is concerned, beconfidered 
the Spectator of China. Dr. Johnfon faid, that 
^* He who would make himfcif pcrfedl in a good 
En^lifli Hyle, fliould give his days and nights to 
Addifofi.'* The fame may be faid of the San-kwo. 
The (Indent of Chinefe, who would exprefs him- 
felf with eafe and general acceptance, cither in 
convrrfation or in writing, ought carefully to read 
and imitate the San-kwo. A ilyle formed from a 
union of the comvienranrs on the clafRcal books, 
with the San-kwo, is well fuiredtoa verfion of the 
Sacred Scriptures, and to tht-ological writings in 
general. Xhe fubjedls treated of in thefe com-r 
mentaries are often of a grave cafl; hence the ftyle 
which a frequent and attentive perufal of them, 
would ferm, is likely to be much adapted to the 
dignity of divine things ; while that formed on the 
model of the San-kwu, will produce a fmooth and 
eafy flow of exprcftion. 
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Ic has bccHi and probably Hill is the opinion of 
fomc, that a vcrlion of the Holy Scriptures into 
Chincfc, (hould be made in imitation of the ftylc 
of the text of the cidllical books, e. g. of the 
3!/. ^ Woo.kingj the TO ^ Szclhoo ; and partis 
cularly the writings of 35I -^ Mang-ts^e, have been 
mentioned as holding a firft place in thofe books 
which the tfanflator fliould copy after. But, with 
all due deference to thofe who hold this opinion, I 
the writer cannot help thinking differently. In a 
critique, or apology to the public, the names of 
Chinelc philofophcrs, found well, and may pro- 
duce an eftcd on thofe who have not the means of 
looking moie narrowly into the fubje<5t. 

It wc I onlidef what is prohable and what the a£Iu2tt 
/aft is, with regard to thefe writings, it will not 
perha s appear perfectly evident, that they ought 
to be imitated. For, the Chincfc claflical books, 
if they be, what no one doubts, a faithful collec* I 
tion of the maxims and produ(5lions of thofe emi- 
nent men to whom they are afcribed, then the 
ftyle is more than two thou/and years old. Taking 
into the account the frequent changes and fluiflu* 
ations to which all languages are fubjecfl, is it 
procahle that a llyte of language which pre- 
vailed twenty centuries ago, {hould be fuited to 
modern times? Is there any fuch example on re- 
cord? If any one objcdt: •'that though the Ian* 
gUijge and ftyle of other countries have changed, 
yet thofe of China have not;** — It is anfwered that 
the great difficulty which all learned Chinefe find in 
underf^anding their ancient hooks, bears much 
againlt the objecflion; efpecially when we confider 
that the difficulty does not arife merely from the 
reference to culloms, and ufuages long fince obfo. 
lete, and the relations of things of which we, in the 
latter end of the world, know almofl nothing; 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 

but alfo from the i/jy/^ and struflure of (he lan^ua^e 
icfclf. Again, if we attend to the a,fJual faSf, we 
Ihall find that the Chincfe claflical books are not 
even fuppofed to be intelligible without a com^ 
mentary. The naked text is never read, except 
by children for the fake of learning the s i»rid'^ 
and under the explanation of a fchool-mafter; 
or by perfons who have previously read it with 
the commentary ; and it is not undcrllood by 
one fifth of thofe who have fpent fevcral years 
in reading ir, notwithftanding their having en- 
joyed the advantages of both a comment.irv and 
a teacher. If it be objeded that the difficulty 
arifes not from the style^ but from the su-jfj — it is 
anfwered that, with the exception of the ^ J{j^ 
Teh'kinfr, and the PJJ f^ Chung^yung, which treat of 
abfliufe aftrological and metaphyfical topics, tl%c 
others have no great difficulties in their refpcdlive 
suhjeSls^ but what arifes occafionally from alluiions 
to ancient ufuages, the definitions of which have 
not been clearly handed down in hiftory. 

A very confiderable part of the mofl: eftcemed 
clafTical books, namely the Sze-flioo, is filled with 
maxims and aphorisms, which require a fiyle of a pe- 
culiar chara(fier, and which is but ill fuited to histo- 
rical narration, or to fubjerts where a certain train of 
thought is prefcrved throughout a paragraph of 
five, ten, or twenty fentcnces. 

VVith refpedl to Mung-tsze, his ftyle is generally 
mafculinc and animated ; but partakes of a certain 
levity to which his mind was fometimes fubjecfl; 
and the fame difficulties attend his writings which 
attend the other claflical books, though perhaps 
not always to the fame extent. 

China, it is true, has fcarcely any modern writers 
of note ; but Choo-tszc and his contemporaries 
who wrote in the i2ih century, were eminent au- 
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thors; and is it not more rcafonablc to fuppofc 
tliar the llyle of language which prevailed lix hun- 
dred years ago, is better adapted to modern ufc 
than that which prevailed two thoufand \ears ago? 
Choo-tiZe paraphrafed moll of the Kin^^ or clas- 
fical books; and confeffes himfelf often at a iofs 
for the genuine fenlc of the text, from its extreme 
age and brevity. The writer has cherefore no he- 
fication in givincr it as his d« ciilcd opinion, that the 
ll)leof the hooks commonly called A'/z/f, is by no 
means fit to be imitatetl in general, either in a ver- 
(ion of the facred volume, or in theological wri- 
nngs — or imiced, in any work intendc I ti»r cxcen- 
livc peruf.d and urvfnlnefs amoiig all cl.jfH's. For, 
admicring that a verlion of the Scriptures formed on 
the Hylc «)f theclalTical books, would be U'^killoud 
by the learne<l, and perhaps admired by them, 
yrt the generality of the people would be able to 
undcrrtand, but very little of it. A deal of hard 
work would be left to the preacher and com- 
mentator, which the tranflator, by imitating models 
of more modern date, might prevent. 
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SFXTIOX X. 

SdV^ra! of ('bans supported and taught. System of 
Chinese educatian Vity bad. Suggestion toojulent and 
b^nevolrnt persons — various tabor ers required in ail 
Mnsrons — divtston of tabor useful — a colleague ap^ 
poin ed to Mr, Morrison — his voyage out — arrival at 
Maciii — otaered to leave if — removes to Canton. — 
Grtat need (f the ordinances tf religion among foreigners 
there. 

UuRiNG the years 1813 and 1814, four orphaa 
boys were kept at the cxpcnfc of the MilTionary 
Society, under Mr. M.'s inllruclion. They were 
taught the rudiments of their native language; 
and the principles of the Christian religion. They 
committed to memory paffages of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and the catechifm above noticed. Thcfe 
boys have fince been difperfed, and their inftruc- 
tions perhaps loft light of; yet who can tell but 
the feed fown may, unobfcrved by the fower, 
fpring up and bring forth the fruits of righteous- 
v\^h to the praife and glory of God. There have 
generally been and now are, fome poor boys 
attached to the Miflion in China, the expenfc of 
whofc fupport and education has fometimes been 
borne by Mr. M. himfclf, and fometimes by the 
Ibcicty. At the time alluded to 1813-14,) there 
was Icfs difficulty in keeping them and more time 
to pay attention to them than has lubfcquently 
been the cafe. 

Education^ to a certain extent, is more general 
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in China, than perhaps in any other modern pagan | 
country. The general CcnCc of the nation is great- 
ly in its favor. Still, there is a large proportion of 
the lower clalFes left entirely unin(lnj<5lcd. Tang- 
pcaou, a Gentleman who wrote on the fubjedl of 
education in the forty-feventh year of Kang-he, 
(A. D. 1708,) fays of people in country places: 
*• often peifons, perhaps there is not one capable 
of reading; ami in feveral tens, not one capable 
pf writing. •• Ir is true, that it is now upwaris t)f 
a hundred years fuicethis teftimony was delivered; 
but It is to be feared, that it is no Icfs true, that 
eHucaion has made but flow advances under the 
Tartar Dynally: and during the late Iingliih Em- 
balTy, mllances occurred in courfc of the journey, 
of perfon^ holding official fituations, who could 
neither read nor write. Tang peaou, however, does 
not flare the aggregate proportinn (»l thofe who can 
rrad, to that of the whole population There is in 
China abundant room, and grraf nrceffiry, f»»r the 
benrficience of opulent atid well dilpolcd indivi- 
dunN, to contribute to l!ic removal of ignorance 
and vice, by encour.iging and fupporting fchools of 
inftruclion for poor children; ai^i, were it not for 
the perfecuting and defpotic fpirit of the Govern- 
n>enf, there is probably no country in the world 
where the aid of fuch an Inftirution as tlie Bnt- 
Trsif AND Foreign* School Society, would be 
more heartily welcomed, or more really ufeful. 
For although the nature of the Chinefc language 
may not admit c»f adopting the whole of the new 
ptan of fduciitt'^t' ; (which however, is ftill in a great 
meafure problematical) yet fuch parrs could be in- 
troduced as would greatly tend to improve the 
tvre'thenly tad fyl^ein of education which prevails 
in Chin.1. 

In the various commercial bodies of foreigners 
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now rcfidint: in Canton, there arc many liberal 
and benevolent individuals, who could eafily af- 
ford to fupport and educate, (wc fliall ft\y) //x poor 
boys each: one hundred pounds (L. ico) per 
annum, would be amply fufficicnt both for their 
fupport and inHrucffion, even on the prcfcnc 
wretched fyftem of education in China. Each 
Gentleman might hire a native, capable of teach- 
'\]\jT the I.inf»uage,* and have the boys taught per- 
haps in ft. me ot the apartments of his own houfe, 
or he could fend them out to fome fchool. He 
might confine them eniir( Iv to ChiiuTe ehmentary 
books, if he were afraid of nitroducing ihofe which 
treat of chrinianity. Even in this v y, he would 
contribute lo the furtherance of knowledge, and to 
the increafe of focial order and viiruc; and his be- 
nevolent efforts, by imparting the abiliiy of read- 
ing books generally, wouUl furnifli a collateral fa- 
cility to the I'pread of the Golpel. The fkill which 
the boys acquire in uriiingand calling accounts, 
alio would vt ry materially aid their ov\n future 
comfort in the prefent world. It is rcfpedfully 
fuggclUd to the conlidciation of the Gentlemen 
in quedion, whether fomething of this nature may 
not be tried. If well explained, and condudlcd in 
the Chinefc manner, the writer believes that the 
difficulties attending the meafure, are by no 
means infuperable, even in the prefent (late of 
China. . Whatever objedlions the Chinefc may 
have to Christianity^ they would perhaps have none 
to the educatio^t ctmmcn among thrviftives^ except 
their being indebted lo for itgnirs for it; and they 
are too much alive to their own intertfl to con- 
tinue- \ov\^ very fcrupulous on that he»d. The 

♦ A person of the description referred to, would be got 
for 8 or 10 dollars per month. A first rate teacher would 
be much more expensive. 
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thing (hould be attempced in a gradual and ju- 
dicious manner; and there is reafon to chink that 
after fome time, it would gain the approba- 
tion of no fmall number of the natives. The in- 
dividuals who bear the expcnfe would rife in 
their edimacion; the Chinefc would fee that that 
benevolence which they themfelvcs approve, but 
rarely dLfplay, emmently exiOs in thofe nations 
which they have been taught to drfpifc. If the 
meafure now fuggefted, (hould after fifty, fixtr, or an 
hundred years, be the meant of producing ge- 
neral good effects on the fyftem of Chinefe edu- 
cation and morals, the beneficence of thofe who 
employ it will be amply rewarded. As the 
objed of thefc papers is not merelj' to give 
a narration of fads, but alfo to make fuch re- 
marks and offer fuch fuggeftions, as may feem 
to have either a dired or indircft influence on the 
fpread of knowledge and chriftianity in thefc 
countries, it it hoped this dsgreflion it not alto- 
gether out of place. 

For about fix years, Mr M. labored entirely 
alone in the MifTion; and often under very great 
difadvantages. The Mifllon, at all Miilions do 
where there is but on^ laborer, was of confcquencc 
retarded in its progrefs. He was alfo engaged, 
with the approbation of the Miflionary Society, in 
a fecular employment, which left lefs time for the 
more immediate concerns of the Milfion. For, in 
very embarading and anxious timet he had to ful- 
fil the duties of commercial and political Trans* 
lator and Interpreter, as well as thofe of private 
tutor to fome Chinefe fludentt; all of which du- 
ties had no dired concern with the Miflion; yet 
as he had undertaken them, he could not flightly 
paft them over: fome perfons thought that hit wat 
a mere fine-cure fituation, the duties of which 

o 
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cculd be performed in any manner and in almod 
no time; but he could never think lb meanly of 
the relations which fubfill in civil locicty, or Co 
irreverently of the arrangements of Divine Pro- 
vidence, as to let fuch a diflionorablc idea have 
the lead place in his mind. 

With thefc and his other literary labors, very 
little time wsls left for communicating oral in- 
Ilru(5lion to the heathen: or indeed to pay that at- 
tention to his own family, which is becoming in 
every fiuation; but tenfold more requifue in fo* 
reign countries, where people arc far removed 
from relatives and chriftian fociery. 

In every MifTion it is dcfirablc that there be a 
variety of perfons for the fcyeral departments of 
the work; and in MifTions conduced on a large 
fcale, they become abfDlutely neceffary. The 
principle of the ^* div ston of labor^** which con- 
tributes fo much to the pcrfcdlion of the practical 
arts, and to ** the wealth of nations," is capable 
of being adopted (at leaft to a certain extent,) 
\iith great fuccefs in Millions where various ta- 
lents and laborers are required. The moft fuc- 
cefiful Millions have adopted this principle; and 
put it in pradlice as far as poflible; and the re- 
fults prove its utility. 

There fhould be catechifts, preachers^ and trans- 
Intors, or writers of books; although there is no 
necedity that thefe (hould be fo exclufively fixed 
to one thing, as that the catechirt fhould never 
tranfl.ite, or the tranflator never inftrucl children. 
What is here fa id, refers to the ffenerai manage- 
ment of a Million; and rhofe who at firll, from 
their little knowledge of the languaiTc, cannot en- 
gage in what may improperly be called the higher 
departments of the work; will yet gradually 
rife to them, in proportion to their fuccefs in the 
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tangiiat^c, and, other things being equal, be able 
to take part therein. In conrfc of one, two, or 
three years, the turn of a MiflTionary's mind, nnd 
his t.ilentSi will in ordinary cafes, point to the 
pircicular department in which his life will be 
moiJ ufefully fpenc, A due fenfe of propriety 
will lead him to value the judgment of his fenior 
brethren • and due regird to the caufe of the Gv>$- 
prl, uill prevent them from pointing him to a C\^ 
tUriri<in where grouing talents would be cramped, 
or to which bis (Irength and conftitution are une- 
qual. In addition to a printer, who, in an extenfive 
Miflion, is one of its mi)rt ufcful members, and who 
m.iy Of may not be a Millionary, it would probably 
bean improvement to have a fccular perfon, a 
pious man, to a-^ in the capacity of (leward for 
the Milfion — ro keep accounts — tranfcribe papers, 
&c. He would fave much time to thofc engaged 
in teaching, preaching, and writing; and the 
faving of expenfe by his good economy, would be 
quite eqtial to the amount of his fupport. It is 
inconfillent with eallern manners fi>r females, who 
often form part of a Miflion family, to go to the 
public market, to buy in what is neceffary; nor 
indeed arc the contlitutions of European females 
generally fit to endure the heat of the fun, in go* 
ing out. What is /•• the houfe, they can dirf<fl and 
manage} but they cannot go out to bring it from 
the market. The confrquencc is that great impo* 
(itions are pradlifed on foreigners by native domes- 
tics ; and their expenfes rendered often more than 
double. A perfon of the defcription now mention- 
ed, would be able ro prevent many of thefe impo- 
finons; and thus to leflcn the expenfe very con- 
(iderably. He (hould be well acquainted with the 
c«»lloquiaI language of the place; ^ith the weights, 
mcafures, coins, and cudoms ; and (liould be a man 
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who will take che trouble pcrfonally to examirrc 
things and adl for the good of the Miflion Such a 
perfon might alfo be very ufeful as a Sunday^fchool 
teacher: but thelc things by the bye.. 

Mr. M. had often written to England, for a col- 
league to come out to his afllftancej and thr wri- 
ter of this, originally from the North of Scotland, 
was at length appointed. 

The difficulty of writing with impartiality any 
narrative in which the author himfelf has adlcd a 
part, and where he in a manner becomes his own 
historian, is univerfally confcflcd : I now begin to 
feel this difficulty. 

Few men like to interweave their own errors, 
weakncfles, and foibles, into their narrative; and, 
whatever a falfe modefty may have taught them 
to /ay or to write, there arc perhaps in reality, 
but very few who would cheerfully hold up 
their partners in any work, to the view and 
refped of the public, where they evidently fee 
that luch an exhibition will throw themfelves into 
the (hade. All men who ad from principle (and 
who is there that does not at leaft wi(h it to be 
fuppofed that A^ ads thus?; conceive that their 
views, plans, and line of condud are upon the 
whole right, and, in as far as they can fee for the 
time, better than any other they could adopt; 
hence, it is hardly to be wondered at, if they 
fometimes fpeakand write of them in terms which 
iVrongly imply self-approbation. When a man 
writes a narrative in which his own opinions and 
adions form part of his materials, it may be a 
x}ueflion whether, in referring to himfelf, he fhould 
fpcak in the first perfon or in the third, whether 
he (hould fay, " / did^ or *• he did.,' To con- 
demn the former, as difplaying vain egotifm, 
would be no lefs improper than to commend the 
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. latter as a proof of retiring modcfty. In, uriting 
' in the third perfon, a man perhaps (lands a hetter 
chance of cfciping feverc criticifm; while he who 
writes in the firft perfon, enjoys fome advantage 
of going on with more facility in his fubjed. Be- 
lieving both methods to be equally good and 
equally fit as a medium to difplay either vanity or 
modefty, according to the ftatc of che writer's 
mind, I have thierefore, in what foll(»ws, not been 
at all fcrupulous about the matter, but have written 
in the firft or third perfon, as they chanced to oc* 
cur to my thoughts ar the time. If the reader 
think, that in any inftance 1 have over ftepped 
the bounds of modefty, and done more than jus- 
tice to niyfcif, I requeft he will afcribe it to a prin- 
ciple which is very common to man, perhaps in- 
feperable from his nature; — viz. a Jeare to ve 
thvu%tot favoratfiy of by mankind. 

To return from this dtgredion. Hiving been 
introduced by the Rev. D. Morrifon, and the Rev. 
John Philip, to ^hc Aberdeen Miflionary Society, 
I was examined bv the Rev. Meflrs. Dorg, Philip, 
Dr. Roft, ProfeflTor Kidd, and Profeflbr Bcntly, 
then Dir.edlors of that Inftitution; and fent by 
them to the Committee of the Miflionary Society 
in London, who placed me under the tuition of 
Rev. David Boguc, in the Theoh^gical Seminary 
It Gofport, where the Society's ftudents are gene- 
rally educated. The cxprnfe of my journey to 
London, as weli as a confiderable part of the pre. 
parations for it, was borne by the Aberdeen Mis« 
lionary Society. I ever felt my obligations to the 
DireAors of that Society, for'their great kindnefs, 
both in their official and individual capacity. The 
correfpondence of feveral of ihefe worthy men, of- 
ten proves refreftiing and inftrudive to me in 
thefe heathen lands. While at Gofport, I purfued 
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fny fliulics with ns much afliduity .as my bodily 
ftrcngrh would admit. I bc^aa with (carcc any 
hop<r of fucccHi; but rcfolvcd that if I flrnuld not 
be fiicccfsful, it fhould not be for want of appli- 
cati«in. The lull intimations df the Sf>ciety's wifli 
to appoint me to ihc Chmefc Million, were receiv- 
ed with furprifc and fear; but having no predi- 
liv4ion for anv particular place, I referred the de- 
cifioii tf» the Direi5lors; hoping that divrnc provi- 
dence would over rule their determination, for my 
own good and that of the caufc which I wiflied to 
i' rvf. It has (ince often proved a fource of f*tis- 
factiofi that, by a v*>!unt irv act, I put the deciiion 
out of inv own pmver Having gone through the 
ufual courfc offtudies, and being fortunate enough 
to obtaintrf the approbation of my Tutor, to whofc 
paternal kindnels I ever ferl deeply indebted, I was 
I ordained to the Goff)el Minirtiy on the 12th July, 
] 1812. On the 4th of following September, I went 
with Mrs. Milne, who was alfo fron) the North of 
iScotlanJ, n'\ l>oard of fliip at Portfrnouth, to fail for 
'the Cape of Good Hope. At the Cappc wc met with 
fome of our old friends and experienced much kind- 
nefs from the chrillians there. Wc were introdu- 
ced to John Herbert Harrington, Efq. who toge-. 
ther with Mrs. Harrington were on a vifit from 
Bengal; thcfc worthy perfons fhowcd us great 
kindncfs; and have ever fincc con'inued their 
bcfievolent attentions both to our family and work. 
Wc next failed by way of the Ifle of France, where, 
at the requeft of one of the D«rc<ftors of the Miflli^ 
onary Society, I employed myfclf in colledling in- 
formation relative to the I (land of Mada^afcar, 
to which the Society was about to fend a M.ffion. 
A fmall pamphlet, was compiled partly from 
French books, met with there, and partly from the 
verbal communications of thole who had refided on 
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Mada^afcar. Thcfc impcrfccfl hints were afterwards 
publiflicd at the end of the Rev, John Campbell 'i 
book of Travels in South Africa. It was intended 
that I fliould vifit that idand, if a convenient op- 
fM>rtunity offered, which was not the cafe during 
our flay at the Ifle of France. On the 4th Jiily» 
1 8 1 •{, we arrived fafely at Macao, and wrre mod cor* 
dially welcomed by. Mr. and Mrs. Mtirnfon 1 com- 
menced the ftudv of the Chinefc languape, under 
the fame imprt fTioni as thofe with which I h.id be- 
gun my fludies at Gofpoit. I had an idea that the 
language was extren^ely difficult (an idea which I 
have never yet fecn any rcafon to change,) and felt 
convinced that, for a perfon c^f very humble talents, 
great diligence, undividid attention, and continued 
perfeverancc were requifite, in order to his attain- 
ing after long application, as much knowlrdgc of 
it as would enable him to be of any fervicc in 
the caufe of chriflianity. 

I therefore refolvcd that, in as far as it (hould 
pleafc God to give bodily health, I would labor to 
the utmort of my flrength, and not be difcourjged 
if my progrefs Ihould be very flow. I began un- 
der more favorable circumftanccs than my Icllow- 
laborer had done. I had the aid of Mr. Mi»rrifon*s 
writings on the Chinefc language, of his experi- 
ence acquired through a period of (ix years, and 
hoped to enjoy his perfonal inflruvflions for a con- 
fiderable time. But,'on the 2d or 3d day after 1 be- 
gan, a verbal order was fent from the ithen) Por- 
tuguefc Governor of Macao, commanding me to 
leave the fettlement in eight days; which was 
(hortly after followed by another mi fTage, ordering 
me to go on board a veffel that was ihm going out 
of Port. It was in vain flated to the Governor, 
that I would pledge myfelf to leave the place in 
courfc of one or two yeart« after acquiring fome 
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knowledge of the Chinefe language — No — the or- 
der to depart murt be obeyed. This meafure was 
confidered by fomc difinten ftcd perfons, both of 
the Eiiglifli and other F;i<ftories, as very inhofpi- 
table and ungrateful. They reafoned thus: ** Mr. 
Milne is a fubj<<ftof Great Britain — a country 
that is fpilling its blood, and uafling its treafurcs, 
to prefervc the integrity of the kingdom of Por- 
tugal; moreover, he has ifrfringcd none of -the local 
rrgulatic^ns of the Portugucfc in this place. 
Hence, it can hardly be confidered honorable to 
rcfufe the ordinary righrs of hofpitality to any 
fubjed of an allied country. But Mr. Mjlnc, it 
is fuppofed, has fome religious objeft in view, 
which it is feaied, may prove detrimental to the 
interefts of the Church of Rome; then fore the zeal 
of the Catholic clergy is awakened againft him. 
Still, whatever his ultimate views maybe, he has 
not yet appeared in any other capacity in Macao, 
than that of a Briiifli fubjedl; and when it is con- 
fidered how ample a toleration, and how many 
privileges, the Catholic clergy enjoy in Eng- 
land, and in the Biirifii polTtflions in India, it 
cannot be viewed as an equitable proceeding, 
to deny a temporary rcfidencc to an individual 
who has perhaps not the wifti, and certainly 
not the power of doing any thing againft the Ro- 
mifti religion on its prcfent footing in Macao." 
Such were the vic\^s which fomc Gentlemen who 
adled a friendly pan on this occafion, had of the 
fubjedl. Whatever their own particular fenti- 
ments of religion, or of Midionary efforts, were, 
is another matter. They viewed this meafure 
rather politically than religioufly ; and fomc of 
them were not backward to ufc their influence 
to obtain a revocation of the order. The kind 
attention of the Chiefs of the Dutch and Swcdifti 
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FaftoriC3, and of fcvcral Gentlemen in the Eng- 
li(h Fadlory, on the occafion, laid me under many 
obligations. It vas^ neceflury however for the 
time to remove; I accordingly left Macao on 
the 20'h July, (Mrs. Milne being allowed to 
remain with our friends) and went in a fm.ill 
b »ar to Canton, where I remained the cnfumg 
fr;«fon; enjoying that hofpitality among the hea- 
then, which had been denied in a chriftian colony. 
Not having been hing from my native country, 
and having genenlly met with kindnefs in the 
coUinies which we pafTcd on out way out, I no 
doubt f.lt more at being driven from Macao, 
than a perfiin w!io had fcen more of ilrange coun- 
tries, aiul pdfled through m<)re of the varieties of 
life, w.uld have done. Afterwards, when reflccfl- 
ini^ more maturely on the (uhje<fl, I faw that there 
uan reafon ron>ake every pollihlc tillowance for the 
conduct of the Government of Macao, and to put 
as favorable a conftru(flion upon it as it would 
bear. I was aware that the Governor did it not 
from perfonal ill-will: his official fituation proba- 
bly rendered it prudent to liften to the voice of the 
Church. Here, it is butjufl to acknowledge that, 
fubfequently I was permitted to return to Macao, 
when my affairs required it; and that I never af- 
ter met with any farther impediment from the Go- 
vernment, or from the people; on the contrary, the 
kindnefs of feveral refpctftable Portupuefe families, 
defcrves my hearty acknowledgments. For fome 
time, I continued laboring at the language in Caa^ 
ton, with but little afTilUnce, till Mr. Morrifoa 
came up with the Fadory, when I enjoyed the be- 
nefit of his tuition for about three months. 

Notconlideringmyfelf a competent judge of the 
methods proper lor acqnirintr the fingularand dif- 
ticuU language of China, I rcligned mylelf entirely 
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tohisdirc<5Hon;a mcafurc which I have fvcr had the 
highcft caufc to be (acisficd with. He fiiggcfted 
the importance of .laying aiide for a time, almoft 
every other (ludy.and fpendingthe whole ftrength 
of body and mind in one purfuit, viz. that of rhc 
language. The whole day from morning till late 
at nighr, was accordingly, employed in Chinefc ftii- 
dies. My other purfuirt were laid afidc for rhc tmiei 
even theology and the critical fludy of the facred 
Scriptures tor which a peculiar partialiry had al- 
ways been felt, were fcarcely attended to above an 
hour in a whole week. This facrifice appeared .•»! 
firft exceedingly har-d to make, but the advantage 
was afterwards experienced. Three other fuggrs- 
tiansof the fame genileman, refpecfting thcftud) of 
the Chinefc language, I fhall here mention, partly 
to teftify my obligation (nt them, and partly for 
the confideration of thofc who may in future 
ftudy Chinefe. He remarked that, in learning a 
foreign language, he thought a perfon fliould ai fii ft 
(attend much to the colloquial dialedl, becaufc 
when he can once aflc a few queiUons, and is mas- 
terofafew conitantly recurring phrafes, he will 
thetTtre able to derive benefit from the inftrudlions 
of a native teacher, and alfo be daily gathering 
fomething from what he hears in converfation. 

Again, it was obferved that, from the nature of 
the Chinefe language, it feemed to be of impor- 
tance for the 'earner to commie much to memory. 
The practice of the Chinefe ihemfclves, ftroogly 
confirms this remark. 

Finally, he advifed that, in reading, particular 
attention Ihould he paid to the chara^er. A few 
characters (hould every day be written and care- 
fully analyzed. Thefe fuggcftions I found of great 
fervice; and, when the urgent nceeflity there is for 
commencing the work of inftrudtion among thf 
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heathen as early as poflibic, is confidcrcH, I think 
ah attention to the three firft of thefc remarks will 
rarly ami amply repay their labor, while a rigorous 
adherence to the laft remark, vit. a careful attention 
to the charadler, will in courfeof time fccure a de- 
gree of corrednefs which is very elTcntial in writ* 
ing on facred fubjedts. 

On the 14th Odobcr, 1813, our daughter Rachel 
Amelia was born; (he was baptized on the 23d Ja- 
nuary, 1814. 

While in Canton, it was necefTary for me to hire 
apartments, generally called a Fadlory here, which 
though fmall, cod 500 Spanifli dollars for the Tea- 
fon. To a perfon without the ordinary commer- 
cial profpcds Mhich bring moft foreigners to Can- 
ton, and who was fupported by a benevolent fo- 
ciety, this fum was large; but there was no means 
of avoiding it. 

Being then incapable of doing any thing in the 
Chincfe language, and as there .was no public re- 
ligious inflru^flion in the Engli(h language in Can- 
ton, I preached in this '* hired houfc'* on the Sab- 
baths, during that and the following winter, to 
thofe from the different foreiijn facflones and (hips 
whochofe to attend. Mr. Morrifon has for fome 
time back had a Sundiiy Ledlure in Macao, for the 
benefit of thofe who wi(h to avail themfelves 
thereof. 

Here I would again detain the reader, while I 
remark that the Chinefe, however, oppofed te the 
Gofpel themfelves, yet never objedl to foreigners 
u(ing the religions of their refpedive nations 
whatever thefe may be. On the contrary^ men 
who feem to regar^ no God, and treat with con- 
tempt every kind of religion, (ink greatly in the 
eftimation of the fober minded. The foreign 
commercial e(labli(hments in China^ are confidered 
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the rcprcfcntativcs of their fcvcral countries; and 
to leave them totally deftitute of religious ordi- 
nances, and of public teachers, tends to diminilh 

I their national confequencc in the eves of the Chi- 

' ncfe; and not, as fome have fooliflily thought, to 
Jeflcn the fufpicions of that people. Independent 
however, of any political coniideration, the faft 
that the fevcral facflories arc without chrillian or- 
dinances, and that there arc fcveral thoufands of 
foreigners, Englifh, Americans, &c. profcfling 
the Gofpel, for three or four months annually, dur- 
ing the time the fliips arc in China, entirely des- 

I titute of chriftian inftru<5lion, will not be viewed as 
a light matter by the friends of truth, morality, and 
religion. The cfFedl of thofe inftrudlions which 
our countrymen receive from cheir refpedtivc 
clergymen and paftors at home, is often loll in the 
contaminations, which reign around them while 
abroad; and many of them die in China without 
any one to adminifter falutary inflrudion and con- 
folation in their laft moments ! It is carneftly to 
be wiflied that the different chrilHan nations 
which trade at Canton, particularly England and 
America, from which the greatcll number of per- 
fons annually come, would ferioufly confider this, 
and fpcedily adopt fuitable means for the re- 
moval of fo gicat an eviL One or two chriftian 
Minifters of exemplary and confiftent charader, 
who would value a firuation more for the oppor- 

I lunities it affords of doing good, than for the prof, 
ped it holds forth of railing them fpcedily to 
wealth and independence, would be exceedingly 
ufeful among the Protcftant foreigners in China. 
Chriftians are not the proper objects of a Miflloo- 
ary's labor, neither has he time to fpend in their 
inftrudlion: that belongs more properly to Mi- 
lifters who have a fixed charge. I would gladly 
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provoke the Churches in England and America to 
this '• work of faith and labor of love ;" and hope 
their choice of agents for this import.int fcrvice," 
Mill fall upon men of piety, learnings and dignity 
of conduct — men who, while they are free from 
chofe ufclefs peculiarities which would difguft 
perfons of rank and education, will conlidcr it as 
a duty cheerfully to attend the bammocks and fick 
beds of poor illiterate Tailors. — Men whofc con- 
dudk will command rcfped, reverence, and affec- 
tion—do honor to their character as Ntiiuftcrs of 
Chrift — refle<5l credit on the Pioteftant faith in the 
prcfence of its enemies — and tend to draw forth the 
efteem of the heathen around them. 

Mr. Morrifon fume time (ince, fiiggefltd the 
importance of this idea to fume clerical perfons 
in America. 
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SECTION XI. 

franslatfon of the ^efv Tfitam-^nt completed^Mr. 
Mtlne*s Tout to Jdva molved upon — the obj^Sls 
in vtfw — Printtnf^ tf the Scrtfturet and frails. 
Mr, M.*s voyage — tour he s at Banea — arrives at 
Java — proceedings there — t.ibors oj former Dtitcb 
Ministers notired — Mr. M. returns to China, via 
Malacca. 

-IVIr. Morrifon had now by his own individual la- 
bor, brought the tranflation of the New Tefta- 
mcnt near to a clofe; — it was finifhed and revifed 
3 in the end of j8i j. Though he did not confider 
the work as laying claims to perfecflion, yet the 
completion of it was viewed as conftituting an era 
in the Chincfc Midion. It was an event which 
every good chriftian ardently wiflied for; and, as 
a commencement to the work of evangelizing 
China^ it was a mo(t important attainment. The 
news gladdened the hearts of many thoufands of 
chriftians at home, who offered up their mod cor- 
dial thanks to God, for his goodnefs in preferving 
the tranflator's life to finifl) the work; and their 
mcft fervent prayers for its fuccefs. The trans- 
lator was never elated with his work; yet he felt 
grateful to the author of his being for making him 
thus far infirumental in fervingthccaufc for which 
he left hi5 native fhores; and his colleague deemed 
himfelf happy in reaching China, juft when the 
fecond volume of the facred oracles, was ready to 
be put into the hands of the heathen. Mr. M. 
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had, as alrcndy noticed, brought out with 
him from England, a manufcript containing the 
Atfls and fomc of Paul's EpiHlrs, which had been 
at a former period, rendered into Chinefc by fomc 
Catholic MifRonapy. Thefe he found of much as. 
finance in his firft efforts to communicate chris- 
tian knowledge to the heathen; and he Vrcquently 
derived afTiHance from them' in coui fe of the trans- 
lation. He deemed it right puhlickly to acknow- 
ledge his obligations to his unknown predeceflbr, 
the author of the MS, which was done in a letter 
addreffed to the Committee of the Britifh and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, (vide appendix to i ith Report 
of B. and F. B. S. page 26.) Mr. M. was not 
ignorant of The efForrs that were nicking in Bengal, 
by the members of the Baptill MilTion, in the fame 
caufe; n«»r is any thing here fiid with a view to 
difparjige, or throw a veil over, the highly ufeful 
l.ibors of fo meritorious a body of men. On the 
contrary, Mr. M. from the beginning, thought that 
the labors of fcvcral individuals, inftruded by 
different native teachers, would ultimately con- 
tribute to the progreflivc perfcAion of a tr.nnfl.i- 
tion of the divine oracles into Chinefe. He hoped 
that the harmony of the Gofpels (bv the Catholic 
Miflionaries,) and fcveral of the epiflles, nj» well as 
a Chinele teacher, all of which he had before 
procured for and fent to them, would contribute 
in fome degree to the progrcfs and perfc<flion of 
their verfion. 

About this time, Mr. Morrifon heard of the 
good effe<fts of his tra<£l, on " The Rcdemptun a/ the 
H^orld^** in reforming a native Chinefc of vicious 
manners, who had, in early life, been educated aa 
a Roman Catholic. This encouraged him to hope 
that his labor, though carried on under very un^ 
promiflng circumllanccs, would not ** be in vain 
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in the Lord." — Many thoufand copies of that 
fmall publication, have fincc been widely circu- 
lated among the Chincfc. The fruits do not im- 
mediately appear; but " the word of Jehovah (hall 
not return to him void; it fhall profper in the 
thing whereunto he fent it.** 

Ai Mr Milne was not permitted to remain in 
Macao, and could not without fome danger of at- 
tracting the attention of Government, conxinne in 
Canton all thr year round, it became a queftion, 
vhat was the moft proper courfe to take. After 
due deliberation, it was refolved, ( in November,) 
thnt, as the Nrw Teliament and feveral tradls were 
finiflied, an edition of them fliould be printed; and 
that he fhould go through the chief Chincfe fettle- 
ments in the Malay Archipilngo, and^circulatc 
them as widely as poflible. The objedl of thit 
ti)ur were: 

1. To circulate the New Tcftament and tracts. 

2. To feck a quiet and peaceful retreat, where 
the chief feat of the Chinefc Million (hould be 
fixed; and where thofe important labors, which 
could not be carried on to great extent under a 
perfecuting government, might be puifued with- 
out interruption. 

3. To make fuch memoranda of the Chinefe po- 
pulation, circumftances, &c. as might in future 
adift to dire<ft the operations of the Million with 
regard to the rneans proper for fprcading the Got-. 
pel among them. 

4. 'To inquire what facilities exifted in Java and 
Penang for printing a volume of Dialogues, Chinefe 
and kngijh, compiled by Mr. Morrifon, with the 
view of adlfting his junior brethren in the ac- 
quifiiion of the Chinefe language.— Thefc were 
the principal ends of the propofed tour. The 
books refolved to be printed and circulated, were. 
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New Tcftamcnt, - - - 2,000 

Tract, ... - 10.000 

CaicchifiH, . • • - 5,000 

i7»ooo 
To carry thcfc through thr prcfs, at a lime whea 
the jcdLiufy of the Chiacfc G )vcrnment was fccU 
inglv al vc to every movemciu of foreigners, was 
a work attcnJevI with no ordinary anxiety. H.i^)* 
py Bra^Mis an J Amcfricans!— ye know not the 
anxieties which ilcfpotifni occilions. Though the 
fervmts of Go I h.ivc n> reafin to be appalled by 
the fury of die opprcfTor, beciufc there is an arm 
that cm rellriin the wnth of man; yet it is in hu- 
man nature to Icel filicitUvlc. However, it pleas- 
ed G.)d, under wluife controul are all the move- 
ments of human fociety, fo to order it that the 
whole imf>rc(Ti;Mi was carried through, and fuit- 
ably difpolcd of, without exciting the public at- 
tention. 

When the printing wis finiflied, the greater part 
of tlie edition was placed under Mr. Mdne's care^ 
f >r dillribution among the Chinefe emigrants in 
the places already named. He had then fcarcely 
learnt the rudiments of the Chincfe language, as 
he had not attended to it above fix months. m«)re 
than a third of which time he had l.:bored under 
great difadvanr^iTfs, being obliged to fag alone 
without the afliilance of his fenior brother. He 
of courfe, felt his extreme inadequacy for a work 
in which a much greater acquaintance with the 
Colloquial Chinelc was neceffarv. To be fo early 
deprived of the tuition of Mr. Morrifon, to whofe 
perfonal kiniinefs and pious counfels, he was no 
lefs indebted, than to his attainments in Chinefe 
Literature, was verv painful to him. It was how- 
cvcr« a great cafe to his mind to leave his famil/ 
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under the kind care of Mr. and Mrs. M. and in 
the midft of fomc " benevolent pcrfons, who^c 
attentions were ever ready and abundant. At 
Mr. M 's fuggeftion he had commictcd to me- 
mory the.voluuic of Dialogues, formerly ireniion- 
cd, and copied over both it and the Glran^mar, 
which labor he found of exceeding great fervce; 
afterwards — he had begun to read in the more cafy 
colloquial books; and could write the charaoicr im- 
perfedly. With ihefe very inadcqmtc qualifica- 
tion's, and with a teacher who knew nor a lini;lc 
word of any language but his owil, he fct cut on 
his tour; rcfolving to do the befl hcculd; and 
hoping that, by (he divine blclTini^, the frr\icc 
which he was goin^i U()on, would contribute its 
quota to the eUahlilhincnt c/f truth and righteous- 
nefs in the earth. The advices and judicious coun- 
fcls of his faithful friemi, prv)Vdd excccdinglv 
ufcful; they were often adverted to during his 
abfence in the iflands. 

After having, with two gentlemen who were in 
the fame boat, narrowly efcaped feizurc by a Chi- 
nefc war-boat, he went on board thr fhip James 
Drummond, bound to Java, by way < f lianca She 
was carrying 450 Chinefe emigrants, who were 
landed at the latter place. While on board, 25 
copies of the New Tellament (perhips tiie firlt 
complete copies of the Chinefe Teftament ever 
difpofed ofj and many tracts were dillributed 
arhong thefc poor men who were going abroad in 
fearch of their daily bread. In this fcrvice he had 
the afliftance of a fellow palT nger, W. S D. Efc}. 
fon of the Reverend Dr. L). ofRayne, North of 
Scotland; — whofe obliging manners and intelli- 
gent converfiAtion rendered the paflT.ige very agree- 
ikble. This gentleman introduced Mr. Milne to 
the kindncfs of fcveral official pcrfons on iheirir 
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arrival ii Javn; and' has ever fincc continued 
to manifcfl to him and his family, a degree of be- 
nevolrnt and friendly attention, which dcferves 
ihf'r wnimeO acknowledgements. 

At B.inca, where there is a confiderable number 
of Clii-^efe employed chiefly in the tin mines, 
f me New Tcftaments and tracfls were diQributcd, 
and i»tiier5 left uniirr the charge of Captain, (now 
Mij >r) Court, the Rcfident, who afterwards c^iufcd 
thrm to be circulated at the different mines. 
Tlus irfnilemnn manifefted much politenefs tc- 
w.irls Mr. Milne for which he ever felt grateful. 

On tiie loth of March, the veffcl arrived at Ba- 
tnvi.i. Mr. Milne being an entire ftranger, loilged 
in one of the taverns of that unhealthy city f')r 
fixtc-en days; after which, by the kindneft of the 
Government, he obtained lodgings at a little dis- 
tance from town in a more pleafant and healthy 
(itiiationj and near to two gentlemen whofe kind- 
ncfs, together with that of their families, he can 
never be fiifficiently ih.inkful for, viz. the Revd. 
Profc(r<ir Rofs, of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
and the Rovd. W. Robinf4>n, a member of the 
B.iptill Million in India. Many agreeable hours 
were fpent in their company; after the fitigues of 
the day, in going from houlc to houfe among the 
Ch'ncfr, were over. Before leaving China, he re- 
ceived a letter of introdudion from J. T. E. 
Efq. chief of the H. E. I. Company's Fac- 
tory, to the Honorable (now Sir) Tho|Tias Sramp- 
f)rd Ratfl.-s, Lieut. Governor of Java, who in the 
moft handfomc manner afforded every facility to 
his objeds. Governor Raffles viewed every judi- 
cious attempt to fpread the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, as tending to improve the ftatc of civil 
focicty, and to render Government'* profperous 
and Aable. Hence he furniflied Mr. M. with 
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the means of travelling at the expenfe of Govern- 
ment, through the inrcrior and caflern parts ot the 
ifland; and propofcd to afford him facilities for 
vificing Pontiano, Sambas, and Banjcrn^afin, on 
the ifland of Birneo, where many thoufands of 
Chinefe arc fettled. The war with BJIiandat 
Maccaflcr, and other circumflanc^s, prevented anjr 
attempt being made to carry this lall propofal into 
execution. Arrangements, however, were made 
before Mr. M.*s depaiture from Java, for fend- 
ing Tcftatnents and trads to iholc Chinefe co- 
lonies. 

When Mr. Milne began his jrurnry to the in- 
terior and callerii [)arr.s of J iva, iht: G vernor give 
hiin letters of intr<»duCtion to the Rilideius, and 
principal Britilh Officers ami Native Princes in the 
fettUments through winch he had to pafs; — who all 
uniformly treated liim with kindncfs, ami render- 
ed him every ntedful aflillance. Before leaving 
Batavia, he fent round by fea, fiv<ral b«>xcs of 
books to the chief eallern p^ris; and took fomc 
large packages in the carriage in which he tra- 
velled, for circulation in the fniall Chinefe fctllc- 
ments in the hills, and along ihr road. He vifit- 
ed all the chief towns, (exctpt Djc- jo-carlo,) and 
villages on Java, wliere the j^ieatell number of 
Chinefe refide; and circulated among them the 
New Teftament and tracfls. From Java he pa (Ted 
over to the adjoining iflmd of Madura, on which 
there are alfo feveral Chinefe fvtilements; and 
Avhere the word of God was alfo circulated. On 
his return froin the eallward to Baiavia, he nar- 
rowly efcaped Ihip- wreck. Had the vtflTel been 
detained at fea fixrecn hours longer, all that were 
in her muft according to human probabiliiy have 
perifhed, as flie funk in the roads, the mrrning af- 
ter they left her. The good hand of God laved 
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him frnm this, and fcvcral other eminent iUrgfr$ 
to which he was exp<»rr(i in the interior. While 
at Bacavia, he had occaiional fl ^ht attacks o( fe- 
ver and ague; but was incrcitully preferved from 
that devouring dircafe, the Bit.ivia fever, which 
has fwepc 4»ff its tens of ihcmfands; and whic h 
proved fatal to W. Kobertfon, Elq a medical gen- 
tlemen who had travelled in company \iith him, a 
confidcrable part of the jt urney to and from the 
caftern fcttlcmmts. 

While on Java, and the other iflands, he iifed 
his bed endeavors to put the books commirtcd to 
his care into the moll proper channels. Thc»u^h 
they were generally nrll received by the Chnufe; 
yet immediate good liuits could not be lo<»keii f»r. 

Tne trn<fks anl bonks nnill be follow eil by the 
preaching ot the Gofpel, bcf»re chrir tuil i rt'ect be 
knoun. It is alio a Very pt^irrlc cafe that fi#me 
of tlum may have been dvllrojtd — lc»mc of 
them neglicted — fon>e of thtm never lead — lt)mc 
cf them fold f«Tgain — and ftune parts ol them boc 
Very in^peifedly undcrOood; yet he w.is not dis- 
couraged by any, or all of ihefc coniideraiions. 
For he thought tl^at if oi» ^euih^ \ea, ot.r kHndrmib 
jarf^ ihould in crurfe of a century to come, an- 
fwcr the great end propofcd, ih.e heavy txpenfc 
which the chri^ian public had been at in prepar- 
ing, printing, and ciu ulating them, wouht be more 
than amply repaid. He hoped that fome of his 
three brethren \%ho had julV c<'me to Java,^ wouM 
fludy the Chinefe language, and follow up the dis- 
tribution of the written uord, by oral inlVrudlion ; 
and that the Mifll»)nary Society would foon ap- 
point others to labor in that important ifland, for 

* The Rev. Messrs. Kam, Bruckner, nnd Supper-- -the 
last of whum fell a sacrifice to the Baiavia fever io the close 
of 1816. 
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rhr convcrfion of the Chincfc. As Java has now. 
reverted to the Kingofilic Netherlands, it is finccrc- 
ly wi(he(1 that the Dutch \hffinnary $Qctety\ may alfo 
adopt fome n^cafures for the fame purpofc. Th^ 
fiiil e(bibli(]iment of Chrillianity in the Molucca 
Ifluuls, the trandation of the whole Scrip- 
liircs into the Malay., and the compofition.of, fc- 
veral cxcelh nt theological pieces in rhc fame lan- 
jju ^r^ will continue, as long as hiHory canprefervc 
leccrds, as imperifhable mor^uments of the pi'^us 
iruiuiVry and extenfive erudition of Dutch divines; 
af.d of the liberaiiry of that Government wh^ch 
bore the whole cxf^tnle. The faithful men who 
did the \\(»rk, have long (inre gone to their re- 
ward — but their labors remam — " Divine Provi- 
dence has commanded devouring time to refpedl 
and fpare them," for the inllrucUon of future ge- 
neration^, and as facilities to future laborer?. 

The Dutch Chriftians in Batavia manifcfted 
much kindnefs to Mr. Milne; and gave him en- 
<:oura^rotent to hope that fome of them would, in 
tlieir feveral flarions, ufe means to imprtfs the 
truths of the Gofpel upon their Chinefe neigh- 
bours. It is hoped, that they will now, when pro- 
vidence has replaced the reins of Government in 
the hands of their country, come vigoroufly forward 
to occupy the ground which is fo effedlually withii> 
their reach. Thofc engaged in the Chinefe Misr 
(ion will rejoice, if they can do any thing to fur- 
ther their efforts in fo good a work. 

On the 4th Auguft, Mr. Milne left Java,, and on 
the iiih, arrived at MaKicca, where he was em- 
-ployed till the 18th, in the fame manner as he had 
been on Jriva. He had an introductory letter 
from Mr. Raffles, to Major W. Farquhar, thc-4^e- 
fident and Commandant, who behaved in the nrtoft 
kind and generous manner to him, affording every 
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^fllftancc to the work in which he was engaged. 
Mr. M. had taken a Chincfe printer with him 
from China ; and in addition to the books brought 
with him, he had printed at Java and M-»ljcca, a 
tranflation of the ift of Gcntfis 1800 — Tract joo — 
Hand-bill 1,000— and farcviell adilrefs (fiie laft 
only of his own compofition.) As rhe feafon for 
returning to China was pretty far gone, he was 
obliged to give up all idea of proceeding to Pc- 
narvg, as was originally intended; hut found means 
pf forwarding fome Chincfe Tcllaipents and tradls 
to that ifland, as well as to Rhio. -Bintang, Trin- 
gaiia, Siak, and other places where Chiacfc were 
iettled. 

Oa the 5th September, 1814, he again reachrd 
China, anvi wis in ^r-at mercy reft»)red to his 
friends. In the relation of his tc»ur, ti.ere uas 
foutid much ground for thankfulnefs to God; and 
fome rcafon to hope that his being formerly pro- 
hibited 10 remain in Macao, would contrary to the 
defign of the authors of that prohibition, •* turn 
out for the furtherance of the Gofpel.** 
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SECTION XII. 



A Tra^ and liymn hook fnilubeJ — smnll^stzed fdU 
ticn of the hfw ^fsfumefit m/'lvrd Lti'^-^reasens fi,r 
it. Cohfesiion dnd Baptism oi a natn^e Chines^— ^ 
Good hcpfs iff two othrr'. /I Chinese taken up 
for debt — Severe ediSl a^anist ihe Reman Caltclirs. 
^1 be Honor itte Ea^t India Company nndit takes the 
friniing of Mr. MoiriSoi/s Dictionary, 

Jn the month of April, 1814, during his col- 
league's abftrncc in the iflands, Mr. Monifon pub- 
lilhed a fmil! tracfl, containing a general outline 
of the Olvi TcHament Hillory. The creation, the 
deluge, the defcent of the children of Ifrael into 
Egypt, and tlieir dclivcranee from tl^ence, the 
giving (if the law and other principal events down 
to the coming of the Mifliah, aie briefly noticed; 
and interptrfed v%ith quotations from the facred 
volume, teaching the unity- of Cod, the end of 
TiCrifices, &c .* 

In the lame month, a fmill collecflion of fpiri- 
tual fong^, or hymns to be ufed in ihe worfliip of 
God, was fent to prefs. M<>(V of ihem were ori- 
ginally profe trardations niade by Mr. Morrifon, 
from the Scotch vtrfion of the Pfalins, and from 
the paraphraftic hymi^s of that Church; from Dr. 
Watt's hymns; and the OIney hymns, by Cowper 

* For a list of the books, tracts, &c. printed at dififerent 
tiroes, see the table at the end. 
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tnd Newton. Frorr> profc they were turncJ into 
Verse, bv Mr. M irrifotrs Chiiiefc alliilaiit and his 
son. As poetic compoficions they pcrh.ips do not 
excel, but they contain the moft important muter 
f>rchriftian edificatiin, and are c^pible of bein^ 
fung in Cong reiritions and families. Mr. M. 
employed his afll.lants in this labor on the 
fibbath days; hoping that by turning their atten- 
fio'i ro divine fubjcdls, fomc good cif v'ti might be 
produced o\\ their owu hearts, while preparing ma- 
terials of ufefulnefs to othrri. 

tO I tue 17th April, 1814, J>hn MjrriCjii was 
b)rn; and bnptizcil on thi ift Miv.) 

i\M chief part of the edition or the New Tes- 
tament, noticed in the preceding fciflion, having 
been circulated in the ifland^ «»f the Archipelago, 
and on tnc b )rder of China, it was thought nrces- 
fary td prep ire the way for another. Tne former 
edifion was printed in a large oClav» fize; in con- 
fiimlry to the iiiotV refpcdable editions of the 
Sze-lh)o and other Cnincfe clidlcil book?. But 
for a bf»ok of this (ize, much paper is rv-quircd; 
hence it b-com-s very expenlive. Tliis confider- 
ation induced Mr. M >rrif4)n to think of a new 
edition in a duo-decimo (ize. 

. I. 3-cauf;: it would be Lfs expenfivc than the 
Odlavo eiiition. 

2. B'Caufc in the pr-fent ftate of China, it wai 
defirable to multiply fets of blockt. One fcC 
could be ealilv dwiroyed, or lolK If there were 
twfi or m >re lets, the chmce of preferving the 
Mnrk and extending its ufcfulncft, wis greater. 
H>: liad ofcen conrenipl tte*!, not t«i fay the neces- 
fi:v, but the pioprifty of removing from Canton 
to Pw-nang, or M d.irca, where he mght enjoy 
more hberiy 10 purfue his work with an eaff 
mind, la that event, he was defirous of leaving a 

ft 
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fct of block? in the hand of feme book-fcllcr in 
China — carting as it \vcrc, this bread of God upon 
the waters, in hope that it would be taken up by 
fome one making the voyage of hfe, and perilhing 
for want of \vhi)lcfome food. 

Here we may alfo remark, that the profpedl of 
gnin arifing Irom the fale, might induce the book- 
foller to print, and difpole of the facred volume; 
and the fiiccefs of any book in leading men to the 
knowledge of God, does not depend on the w*- 
nvf of the circulator. It is indeed, devoutly to 
be wilhcd, that the fale of the holy Scriptures 
(lioiild beco^Tie an objeft of gain in China; no-, 
thing would To effedually infurc their fpeedy and 
cxtcnfivc circulation. A thoufand fcts of blocks 
(were To many wanted,) prepared at the expenfc 
of the Bible, or any oiher Society, and given gra- 
tis CO individuals, who would diligently employ 
thrm for their own pecuniary advantage, would be 
mofl ufcfully bellowed. Millions of perfons, to 
whole abodes we cannot penetrate, would be ac- 
cefliblc to them; and inftead of an individual 
agent or two, thoufands ot volunteers would (hort- 
ly offer their fcrviccs. If pious Chriftians or 
Mini >narics couhi always be obtained for the cir- 
culation «f the divine oracles, it would be doubt- 
Icfs preferable; but, as that is not uniformly the 
cafe, fuch inrtruments as can be got, Ihould be 
employed; for the days are gone, ( may they ne- 
ver return!; when men, hoodwinked by ignorance 
and fupcrrtition, fuppofed that everything which 
did not pafs through official, confecratcd, and cle- 
rical hands, mult neccffarily Jofe its cffeAs in the 
inftrudlion and falvation of mankind! 

3. Beciiufe an edition of this (ize would be more 
portable than the former. This is an objedl that 
defcrvcs attention in cveJ-y ufcful work, and par- 
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ricularly, where the ftate of the Governnnent is 
fuch as to render great caution neceflary in the 
circulation. The fecond member of the Miflioii 
fcveral times met with Chinefe, whofe only ob- 
jecftion to the New T ftament was its fize. Had 
it been fautler, they could have taken Cveral co- 
pies into the interior provinces, with lefs diffi- 
. culry than they could take one. The izmo. edi- 
tion is n«>r a pocket fize, but an approximation to 
it; and the mode of printing i:i Ciuna, will admit 
of the whole being printed in a pocket fize when- 
ever it miy be wifhed. The Chinefe have fcveral 
books of this characfler, which they call;|^]^ 
Scuchin,* i. e. a fleeve gem; probably from the 
circuwilince of their frcquentiv carrying in 
their fleeve, valuable articles which Europeans ufu- 
ally carry in their pocket. To have the whole 
ScripMires in Chinefe in an edition of this fize, is 
a defidefatum — they would truly be a gem m the 
Heeve! 

Thcfe were the reafons which led to the refo- 
lution of getting the New Tcftamcnt cut in i2mo. 
A printer was acCi)rd:ngly engaged, who under- 
took to cut the blocks for 500 Spanifh dollars 
and to cad off each copy for half a dollar. But 
there are aUays a great n)any incidental expenfcs, 
which cannot at firll be brought into any calcula* 
tion. From the dcf[)ofic nature <»f the Chinefe 
Government, ai^d the covctoufnefs of the people, 
fuch expcnfes exceedingly multiply. * Stringers 
are fo completely in their power, that any remon- 
firance is entirely vain. 

The Miflion had hitherto labored to diflfufc 

* The Eomi»li Mi!»s;unanej» oubliilicd a kiud of DRBVIA- 
av IQ this size aud wiih this title. 
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knowledge; and it was hoped that faliifary im- 
prcflions wHc made on the minds of fome of chore 
who arrendcil on the Sibbaths, and of others who 
read the Scriptures and trads at home; but until 
1814, no individuiil had rcfclurion to feck to be 
admitted into the Church of Chrilt by baptifm. 
The Chinefc Government, it is true, had not rhen^ 
and never yet has, officially noticed the proceedings 
of the Proteft.int Miflion . for it was aUays aa 
objed with thofe engaged m it, to poceed quiet- 
ly, and attrad as little notice as poffible ; Hill it 
Hvas feared that an open pn»fv (lion of Chriftimiiry 
might excite rheir attention ; and it was poflible 
that they would not be at the trouble to cxunnnc 
and difcriminate, between different moties of Chris- 
tianity; but condemn it tn ioto, as a foreion mttgjon. 
This, it was believed, t^ded to hinder two or 
three pcrfons from declaring themfelves on the 
fide of the Gofpcl. However, a native Chinefc, 
named Tfae-a-ko, aged 27, after a conliderablc 
time's previous inilrudion and examination, came 
forward and confcflcd his faith in Jcfus, in ihc fol- 
lowing terms: 

[This account of his confcfn<Mi and baptifm, is 
exrraded from the Evangelical Magazine for Oc- 
tober 1815.3 

BAPTISM or A ClflNFSB. 

•' Tfae-a-ko dcfires biptifm. His written.con- 
fcflion refpcAing himfclf is as follows: 

" Jesus making atonement for us, is the blessed 
sound. Language and thought are both inadequate 
to exh.iust the gracious anH adm'rable goodness of 
the intrnrion ot J'-sus. I now believe in Jesqs, and 
rely on his merits to obtain the remi<;slon of sin. I 
have sins and defects, and withour faith in Jesus f rr 
the remission of bins, should be eternally nuserab.le>i 
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^ow.thar we have heard of the forgivenesf of tina 
through J*sus, we ought with all our hearts to relf 
on his tnerits. He who does not do so, is not a good 
man, I bv no means rely on mv own goodnc'ss. 
When I reflect and question myself, I perceive that 
from childhood till now I have hud no Mrcngth — ifo 
merit — no learning. Till this m> a 7th year 1 have 
done nothing to answer to the ^otHinrii of Gt»d» 
in giving mc existence in ihii uorld as a human 
being. 1 have not recompcns;d thr lcin«tness«»f nijr 
parents, my relations^ mf friends Shali I r< pirn? 
Shall I hope in my own good deeds*? 1 entirely call 
upon God theFather» and, rely upon Go<l tor the 
remissi<»n of sin. I aNoaUays piay to God tocunfcr 
upon mc ihc H.J) Spirit.* 

** Tfae a-ko it the son of a second concubine. 
His father's vi ife died with« ur children, uhcn he 
was sixteen years of age. When he wa« 3i, he 
came to my h«>use, and heard me talk of Jchus, 
but says he did not well understand wtiat I 
meant. That was my firit year in China. Tnrec 
years after, when 1 could speak better, and could 
write, he understood better; and beingemt^loyed by 
his brother in superintending the New Tcstanv nc 
for the pres;, he says, that he began to see tha the 
merits of Jesus were able to save all men, in all a^rea 
and nations, and hence he listened t.iand believed 
in him. 

* ** His natural temper is not good. He often 
disagreed with his brother and other domestics; and 
I thought it better that he should retire from my 
service. He however continued, whenever he was 
within a few miles, to come to worship on the 
Sabbath day. 

*• He prayed eart^estly morning and evening, 
and read the decalogue ^n contained in the Ca« 
cechisiiu He says that from the decalogue and 
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instnidlion of friends, he saw his p^reit and rri'anf* 
fold errors — that his nature was wrong — that he 
had been unjust^ and that he had not fulfined his 
duty to his friends, or brother, or other men. 

**His knowledge ofcourseis vcrv limited, and his 
views perhaps obscure, but I hope that his faith in 
Jrsus is sincere. I took for my guide what Philip 
said to the Eunuch, *' If thou believest wirh afl, 
thine heart, thou mayest bebaptited." O that at ths 
great day he may prove to have been a brand pluclc- 
ed out of the burning. May God be glorified ill 
hh eternal salvation! 

•* He writes a tolerably good hand. His father 
was a roan of some property, which he lost by the 
M-rec k of a junk in the China feas, returning from 
Batavia. Tfae-a-ko, when at fchool, was often uri- 
well, anddid not make fo much progrefs a^i hrt 
brother Tfae-a-heen, who is with me. Tfae-a-hfieiif 
is mild and Judicious, but is, I fear, in his heart,, 
oppofcd to the gofpel. His attendance to preachy 
ing or^ the Loid's Day is alfo conftant — but inf. 
fincerity and want of truth arc vices which clintf 
to the Chinefc charader. 

«* At a fpfing of water, iffuing from the foot of 
a lofty hill by the fea fide, away from human ob* 
fervation, I baptized, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, Tlae-a-ko whofe charaifler 
and confcflron has been given above. O that the 
Lord may cleanfe him from all fin in the blood of 
Jrfus, and purify his heart by the influences of the 
Holy Spirit. May he be the firft fruits of a great 
barveft : one of millions who (hall bclietc, and be 
fave from the wrath to come/' 

From this confcfTion, the writer would rerriarfc, 
that if great imperfcrcHons attend the moft enfight* 
cncd chriflians who have, from their very infancy^ 
been trained up in the ways of God^ ho^W mitclf 
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more may this be expcAcd to be the cafe with the 

firft conveys fr,om pagaaifm, who Ciinnot be fup* 

poled in a (hort time» to divell themfclves entirely 

j of the iiiQuence of native prrjudicci, or complete. 

I ly to break the force of fiirmcr habifs! — To ob- 

/ je<fl to firft converts, becaufe they afe Icfs perfeA. 

I than chriflians who have enjoyed greater pri-vi. 

leges, difcovcrs great ignorance of human nature^ 

and great inattention to the hiftory of pad ages. 

None but narrow rhindtd bigots, who take up 

fjlibjeifls by halves ; infipid moralitls, fwelled with 

riharafaical pride; and fceptfcs, in whofe eyes re« 
igi4)n and vice are mere relative teritis, which may 
be changed and rechanged, according to the trm« 
pers and circumliances of mankind; — none but 
fuch will fneeringly objcd to them. Tfae-a-ko,* 
a^ihered to his profeflion of the Gofpel until his 
death which took place in 1818. He died of a 
confumpcion; but being removed to a diflance 

t from his inftruAor, there was no means. of afcer- 

f Caining the (late ot his mind in view of eternity. 

^ Nearly about the fame time, two other perfons^ 

the one a teacher of the Chinefe language, and the 
<Kher a writer, who had both attended Mr. Mor- 

[ rifon's indructions, gave fuch an account of their 
vieHs of chrillianity^ as would in the eyes of mod 
chridians, have jufliBed their being b^iptized; but 
it was thought better to be back^iard, and err on 
the fide of caurion, rather than on that of hafle, in 
difpenfing baptifm. Thefe two perfons were 
not baptized ; and circumdances in which they 
wxre not to blame, have fince concurred to rc^ 
'move them from connexion with the MifTion* 
Ti^ey ftill manitell a friendly difpofition, and pe- 
rufe cbraitan books, and, it is hoped, may at 
fomc future lime, declare themfclves ** on tbt 
Uru's uder 
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-On "jirly iSth, tgrV/V narr¥c":dUMfc^^hortr 
Mr. Morrifoii had employed as i'^HtcrJrt Cfarii^ 
•tribing the New Teftamcnt from liis MSS. was 
frizV4 by the police, f>r ii debt 6wing by hh Cti^ ' 
iKer, who had been dead eleven or twelve ycaVsI* 
H'* was put in irons and apprehended much ifl ^ 
uiagc. Mr. M. Scing acquainted with the mV-[. 
gfdrate obtained his lib'Taiion on bail. It was 
Ihe objc<fl of the profecutor, by intimidation, to 
/orcc the man's em')loycr to pay the money. This' 
ipoile of attack ocv.urrcd more than once ^co the- 
Miflion. /^ : . ,. . : 

' Oil I he id Sept. the fame yeir, there was ifTued ; 
a viry Violent, edidl ajfaiiift the Ticn-choo-kcaou, . 
ii e. the Roman Catholic Chriftiahs. Htrlher 
language was employed th^n had ever before been* ^ 
ufitd; they 'were faid to be woric than the /Pth>- 
l€en-k(?aou, i. e. white water-lily fed, a certaia^^ 
fraternity whichhad rebelled frvrral limes during 
iho former and prefent reigns. -This was ho doubt 
ovcrftrained; for though there might be here and" 
there perhaps found an individual Catholic or two 
in the different provinces, who, acting contrary to* 
his profc (lion and indruAions, behaved ill; it is not 
to be bclievcrd that any fuch charge applied to 
them gencraJJy. They ought perhaps rather to be 
viewed as a peaceable people. Indeed were they 
other** ife difpofed, their number and meani are fo 
verv fmall, that it is not to be fuppofed thejr 
Would attempt any thing againfV the Government. 
What can a mere handful of perfecuted people 
whofe numhrrs are not as one to ten thoufand of 
their opprcflbrs, effed?— When wr Took back oii 
the hiftory of the Chriftian Church, we can hardly 
beat a lofs for the motives of Government m fuch 
a charge: *• they are iIUafFc(5ted to the pricflhood 
and to the (late^'Vare charges which have often 
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proved convenient to the enemies of chriftians, 
both in pai^an and chriOian countries. 

From his HiH arrival in China, Mr. Morrifon 
had been preparing materials for a Dictionary of 
the Cliinefc Iinguiue; and it became now a fub- 
jevfl of* fcrious coniivioraiion how it could be print- 
ed. The New Tcllanicnt was finillied — another 
member was added to the MilPion; and others 
were cxpedled to join it at no very dillant period. 
In mere manufcript form, had it been completed, 
the Daflionary could not be very cxtenfively ufc- 
ful. The labor aiid expenfe of tranfcribing it 
would have been too dit'couraginp;; few could have 
alTorded tl.c expenfe of getting a copy made, and 
Hill fewer would ha\'c h.id fortitude and patience 
to rranfcribc it rhemfclvcs. The 8000 character 
Dictionary compofcd by the Romilh MuTionaries, 
coll about 200 Sj)ani(h dollars to tranfcribe — and 
it does not contain more than one fixth of what 
Mr. M.'s plan embraced. He had gone to con- 
lidcrable expenfe for books necelTary in the com- 
pilation, and bellowed confidcrablc labor on the 
materials. If the Wi)ik could not he printed, not 
only the public in general, but alf) the Mrllion, 
for the ufe of which it was primarily and chiefly 
(though n<^t exclulively) intended, would in a 
great meafure lofe that alTillancc in acquiring 
the Chinefe language, which, ii was prefumed, the 
book would furnilh. It was a work, the execution 
of which would neceflarily be protra(fled through 
a courfc of feveral years. The expenfe would 
have been far too heavy for any individual not in 
affluent circumftances; and few focicties for re- 
ligious purpofes, were adequate to it. How- 
ever, the work was umlertaken by the H E. I. 
Company, on that fcalc of liberality, which ge- 
nerally charadcrifes the operations of that opu« 
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l<rnt and diAinguifticd body. It had been pre- 
vioufly brought to their notice, by individual gen- 
tlemen of the Fii(2ory in China, who thought the 
work likely to facilitate their commercial inter- 
courfe with the Chinefe, as well as to promote the 
interefts of general litcratiire. The views of the 
H. E. I. C(»mpany in taking up fche DiiJlionary, 
were no doubt chietfly, if not folcly, for commer- 
cial and literary purpofes; but that will in no way 
leflcn the ufefulnefs of the work, to thofc who 
v'ifh to promote the knowledge of the Gofpel in 
China. The members ami friends of the Chinefe 
Million, could not but feel grateful, and rejoice, 
that it had been undertaken on fo full and liberal 
a plan, by a body of men who would not feel the 
expenfe. In conformity with a previous refolu- 
j tion of the Court of Direftors, Mr. P. P. Thoms 
was fent out with a prefs, types, and other requi- 
fires for printing. He arrived at Macao, 2d Srpt. 
1814, and applied himfelf with great a(Tidui»y to 
the fabrication of moveable metal types, in which, 
after conquering great difficulties, he was finally 
luccefsful to a degree far beyond expedlacipn. The 
priming proceeded very flowly the firft year, ow- 
ing to the many obftacles which attended the cart- 
ing and cuttinir of the charad:ers. The firft num- 
ber of the Ditftionary was fifiifhcd and fent hon)c 
in January, 1816. The fecond number, and a vo- 
lume of DiaU'gues have fince made their appear^ 
ance. 

After the eftablifliment of the M (Tion at Ma- 
} lacca, Mr. Thoms often r(;ndercd it conlidcrablc 
' fervice, by his advice in uhat regarded the print- 
ing, and in t-very other way in his power, for v* bich 
the writer of thefc pages, fakes ihis opportunity 
of exprc(!lng his gratitude. 

Puring the greater part of the following winter. 
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Mr. M^Ine rcfidcd in Canton ftudying the lan- 
gii.igc, and cnj.iying the occafional affiftai^cc of 
Mr. Morrifon. By the kindneH^ of A. P. Elq. of 
the H. C.*s Fa(5lory, he obtained the ufe of fe- 
veral rooms gratis, which faved a confiderable fum 
of money to the Midion. For this favor, as well 
as for many fubfequcnt civilities, he confiders 
himfcif much indebted to that gentleman. 

On the i6ih December, i8f^, the fum of f,oco 
Spanilh dollars was paid to Mr. Morrifon, to 
whom it was bequeathed by the late William 
Parrv, Efq. one of th^ Englifh Eaft India Compa- 
ny's Fadory at Canton, to be employed as Mr. M. 
(houid ilcem moft calculated •* to difuse the know^ 
Ud^e of our biased religion.'* The principal part 
of this fum was appropriated to the printing of 
the i2mo. edition of the Chinefe New Tcftament. 
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SECTION XIII. 



Book 0f Genesis privted — Mrs. Morrison* s de^ 
ftiYture to Ertgland-^^Obligation of relative dnties — 
Life of Ccfi si composed and frtnted. The Mission 
to Malacca d<iterm!Hed upon — lie reasons and btjctls 
iberecf. RfiAutions r:lat'ive to it. Air. Mune 
and Jam'uy^s voyage .'bttkei — Ike locks of the hew 
iestamtnt datrcyed — p^ew Testament a.^ain revised. 

In the coiirfe of the year 1814, Mr. Morrlfon had 
trai fl iccd the book of Gciicfii. It was rcvifc-d, 
and primed in the beginning of 1815, in a i2mo. 
fzc, ro correfpond witli the late edition of the 
New Tcftamenr. 

For a confidcrable time, Mrs. Morrifon had 
fuffered great indifpofuion ; and a fca voyage and 
change of climate were pointed out as the mofl 
likely means for the reftoration cf health. In 
countries where friends of a congenial mind and 
edifying converfation, are but few, it is no eafy 
matter for the members of a chriftian fan\ily to fc- 
parate; and efpeciaily where urgent and impor- 
tant duties of a local nature, prevent thofe that arc 
in health from accompanying, and rendering the 
needful attentions to, the afflicfled party. But it 
is a trial which duty often calls upon them to bear. 
The members of the Chinefc Miflion have had it 
to encounter more than once. It was feverely 
felt by them all in the prefcnc inllance, efpeciaily 
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by Mr. and Mrs. Monifon thcmfclvcs. Yet ihcy 
confiJcrcd that his labors were at that time of fo 
important and urgent a nature, as that the fufpen- 
fion of them even for a few months, would have 
been a great lofs to the caufc in which he was en- 
gaged; and hoped thnt, as they were feparating at 
the call of duty, God would fupport their minds 
and afford his gracious proteiflion. Mrs. M ac- 
cordingly embarked with their two children on 
the 2il> January, iSff, f>r England, wh -re bv the 
good providence of God, flic arrived in f.ifcty. 
The change of climate and the r»)CKty of friends, 
proved at firft very beneficial to her health and 
fpirirs. 

Religious people feem often to feel fuch repa- 
rations more keenly than others do; the reafon of 
this njay perhaps he, that thry view the relations 
of life and the obligitions of relative duty, in a 
more fcri*'us light; as f)rmed by the wife ap- 
pointment of God, binding by his expreff autho- 
rity, and having an influence^ upon their own prc- 
fcnt and eternal ftate. And this, by the way, may 
account for the great meafurc of grief which fomc 
eminently pious pcrfons often manifcft at the death 
of relatives and particular fiiends. Thofc who 
think that becaufe a man is a M;(Tionary, therc- 
foie he Ihould f^el Icfs interefl in his family, and 
lefs concern for affliAed or poor relatives, than 
others do, fliould read their New TclUment again 
ard Icarn more carefully the nature and obligation 
of. relative duties. Such a fuppofition, if it ever 
cxift, is very diflionorable to thofc that entertain 
it; and will never be fulTered to remain in the 
heart of one who lives under habitual imprcfllons 
of what the Scripture teaches concerning the hu- 
man relations. Who, that fully knows the Gofpel 
of Jelus, as a fyftcm of dodrinc and duty, would 
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ever deem that Miflionary worthy ^f pntronagCg 
who, whatc'vcr his zeal, talents, and fclf-ilcnial 
may be, over looks his aged parents, his afflicted 
relatives, and his own family? How can he be 
coniidered fit to iiKuIcatc on the heathen the mo- 
rals of the Gv)fpcl, who himfelf attends not to the 
mi>t> obvious dicflates of the law of nature! and what 
jui!gment (hall we form of the confiflency of thofc 
fupporcer* of Miflions, who feem drlirous of in* 
cglcatiniT principles, which, if folhiwcd, would in- 
evit..hly tend to lead thofc whom they fend forth, 
to trifle with liu* du ies of rria ive lifef 

Lurinj tt^.e time N4r. Milne remained in Can- 
ton, he cnmpoled 9 Tieatife on the Life of Chrifl, 
in Cninefe, which was printed at Canton in Fe- 
bruary, 18.5. It was divi(^ed into aa fcdions, 
and a ptcface; and the fiyle of the greater parr^ 
corrtded by Mr. Morrifon, without whofe fanc- 
tion »hc could not ac that early period of his 
Chincle ftu<ii-s, have ventured to publiih it. 
H^- iierivcd confidrrable advantage in compos- 
ing it^ from the New Tcfl^amcnt already tians- 
lated, as well as from the other chtiftian pub- 
lications formerly noticed. For, although the 
jtyl^ of thcfe was nearly as difficult as that of 
native Cninefe hooks; yet fr<im prcvioufly know- 
ing the su^jttJ^ he could read them wiih more fa- 
cility, and perceive more clearly the proper ar- 
rangement of charncflers in a fentence, and the pc- 
culiaritiejs of the Chinefe idiom. For this advan- 
tage among others, fubfrqucnt laborers arc in- 
.debtcd to thofc who went before them. In the 
earlier part of a man's application to foreign lan- 
guages, fuch helps Ihould be diligently ufcd; as 
he advances in higher degrees of attainment, the 
moft proper models of ftylc will be found in the 
writings of learned natives. 
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The blocks cut for printing thcLifrof ChriO 
were carried to MaUcca, where the work has un- 
dergone many corredlions and improvements in 
Che language; and (lili the author thinks the 
Ayleofan inferior kind. It was gratifying how. 
ever to find that the book was generally undcr- 
ftood by the lower claiTcs ot Chincfe; and often 
read with fume degree of interrft. This uas as 
much as could rcafonably be expcftcd from a firll 
attempt; and it encouraged him to perfrvere. 
Many copies of it have been printed and widely 
difperfed. May if prove the means of leaJing 
many finncrs to the *' knowledge of the true God 
andof Jrfus Chrill whi-m he hath Tent." 

As Mr. Milne coull not remain for any length 
of time in Macao, it was neceffaiy todeirrmine <*n 
the place to which he fhould, at the cl»>fe of the 
feafon, remove. While iiblVnt in the iflands the 
preceding yrar, every poHiblc ii»quiiy relative to 
the molt proper place for the chiet feat of the 
Midion was made. Java appeared to pc'lFcfs vt ry 
great advantages for a MiHionary ilation. The 
Chinefe population was great; the intercourfc 
with China by junks, frequent; and the confli. 
tuted authorities difpofcd ro afford facilities. The 
Honorable T. S. Raffles, the Governor ex[)rrfl\d a 
readinefi to forward the elhihlifliment of the Mis- 
fion, fliould Mr. Milne determine to fettle on 
Java, during the time of his adminiftration; and 
the Rev. ProfcflTor R«»fs, and ftveral other Dutch 
Gentlemen engag(d to ufc their influence with the 
Netherlands* Government, in favor of the M.(Ti«)n, 
at the time of the exp-^ii^cd reiteration of the iO^nd. 

At iVlaiacca the Cnintfe population was Imall; 
but the place was near to China itlVlf ; command, 
^d a leadier intcrcouife with nil parts of the Ar- 
jchjpehif^o where Chincfe have fculcd— la) in tht 
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direcflway between Cochin-china, Siam, and Pcnang 
— anil poflcfHrd a frequent and ready intrrcourfc 
with India ami Canton. Though rhc number of 
Chinefc at Malacca, was valtly fmnllcr than in 
Java, yet it was fupp^fcd that a MifTion ellablifiicd 
at the former place wouUi, in confequencc of its 
more favorable locality, afford an opportunity of 
communicating with a much greater number than 
one ellablilhed at the latter place could. • B^'fides, 
it was conlidercd a m«irc health" place than Ba- 
tavia, and confequently more fit for a Mi(Tion 
which, it was wifh-^^d, might grow into a kind 
of central (lafion fv)r MifTions in different coun- 
tries; and uitiniafcly become the fcnt of a Se- 
minary where the Chinc(V. Malav, and other UU 
tra-Ganges languages ihould be cultivatrd. Should 
the Millions extend, ill hcalih would fometimes 
oblige thofe engaged in them to remove — old age, 
death, and other caufes would render (ome peaceful 
afylum to widows, orphan*, and furvivors, nccefTa- 
ry. The children belonging to tlie members of the 
leveral Millions, would require education — Malacca 
feemcd well adaptcii to ilu fe fevcral purpofcs. 
It was a quiet place; the exilling authorities 
were favorably difpofed ; and (hould a change of 
Government take place, no obllacle, it was fup- 
pofed, would be thrown in the way by the Dutch. 
Thefe reafons determined Mr. Morrifon and his 
colleague to fix on Malacca in preference to Ba* 
tavia, or Penang where the MiiTion might have 
alfo been e!?abli(hed. The ftation it was podible 
might not anfwer all the purpofes which they had 
in view; but they were guided by what feemed, 
for the time, moft probable. Mr. Morrifon had 
long thought it exceedingly dcfireable to have, in 
fome quiet place, near to China, a fiation which 
would be a centre of union and communication^ 
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and which fliould be furniflicd with fuch me.ini 
as give to MifliJns the molt rnrional pledges 
of permanency and utility. Though he and his 
f How. laborer might not have the hnppinefs of 
livini; to fee rhc new ftation furnilhed with ?ll ne- 
ccflury means; yet that did nor fcem a fufficienc 
reafon vi hy a commencement ihouUI nor be made, 
or why their plan (hoiild not, f. om the firil, em- 
brace them as its ultimatum. They were aware 
that the progrefs of human inlVitutions is in ge- 
neral fl'»w; and elpecially fo where there is nei- 
ther inHiiv-ncc nor wealth at command. Tliey rc- 
folvcd t.» bvirj.) on a fmall and unifiuming fcale; 
but conl>!'uly rn k.r;) their eye upon, and direct 
ihrir ctT'.»rts r()\iards great ends. Tliey looked 
forward to tiic attainment of the objcd., as ihc 
iravrllrr doi-$ to Tome very dillant, but highly im- 
portant emincncv-, which he longs to gain; but 
between him and which, there lies a rugged, wind- 
i/)L% and fitiguing roaJ which mu!l be trodden, al- 
ways with cautii>us, often with trembling, Oeps; 
ami und.Tthc pniiful fufpenfc of uncertainty, whe- 
ther he can cv.'r reach the dclired poitu, or not. 
It appeared clearly to be their duty to make an at- 
tempt; Ihtluld it prove abortive, the experience of 
the failure v.ould be ufefnl to thofe whole good 
fortune it fli-»uld be to prove more (\iccef^lul. The 
fu!)ftance of their views, ijconained in the follow- 
ing refolutions: 

I. That the prcfent flare of China is fuch as ren- 
ders printing, and fcvcral ot'.ier labors conneded 
with our Million, very diffivult; and even pcrlon.il 
refidencc uncertain. It is deiirabic therefore to 
try to obtain a flation under fome European Pro- 
leflnnt Government, near to China, whore the 
chief feat of our Chinefe Miflijn may b^ fixed, with 
more rational prufpecls of perpetuity and utility; 

T 
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nnd where preparations may he made for entering 
China with more effecl, as foon as it fhall pirafc 
God to open a door for us. Malacca wc confider 
as a phicc adapted for this purpofe — and it is accord- 
ingly rcfolved, that Mi. Milne proceed to that 
place with a view to commence the Midion. 

II. That on Mr. M.'s arrival at Malacca, an at- 
tempt be made to obtain, by grant or by puichafe, 
a fpot of ground, which fliall be the property of 
the Million; and on which fnch buildings as arc 
rcquifite for our purpofcs, fnall be ercded. 

III. That the ellablifl^mcnt of a Chinefc Free 
School be attempted as early as poflible, in hope 
that it may prepare the way for a Seminary, in 
which pious natives Ihall finally be inftrucfted with 
a view to the ChrifVian Minillry in China, and in 
the adjacent countries. 

IV. That a fmall Chinefc work in the form of a 
Magazine, be publiflied at Malacca nrionthly, or 
as often as it can with propriety be done; in order 
to combine the diflufion of general knowledge with 
that of chriHianity. 

V. That the ftation'fhall be regulated chiefiv 
with a view to the Chinese; but not exclufively 
fo. . As fnon as inflrumenrs and means arc ob- 
tained. Millions in the Malay and other adjacent 
countries, may be conncdled therewith. This is 
tlie more important, as it is highly probable the 
MifTionary Society will (hortly lend out Mifliona- 
ries to the Malays. &c. 

VI. That the Itation, being intended for the com- 
binarion of various objeds, relative to Chinefc, Ma- 
lay, and other Midioi^s on this fide of India, it Ihall 
alTumc fome general denomination fit to include ail, 
which (hall be afterwards fixed upon. '•The Ultra- 
Ganges MrssroNS," has fince been chofcn; not 
with any wilh to infinuatc that there arc no other 



Digitized by 



Google 



'39 

Midions on this (idc of India, but as a fixed term, 
under which thofc fcnt our to thcfc parts by .the 
Missionary Societv could be included. It is to 
he viewed rirher as pointing to the fcene of our 
lih'>rs, than intimating that we confidcr ourfclvcs 
as fole poflclTors of the field. 

VII. That printing in Chinefe, Malay, and 
E tglifli, be attempted as foon as proper peifons 
and means can be obtained; — and that the re- 
maining parts of the Chincfc vcrfion of the facred 
Scriptures, other chriOian publications in Chinefc 
and Milav, and fuch Englifla books as may tend to 
illuftrate the native languages, cuftoms, and opi- 
nions, or otherwife to facilitate the progrefs of the 
MiiTi >ns, be printed. 

VIII. That a fmall Periodical Publication in the 
Entjlilh lan^ruage, with a view of promoting union 
and co-operation among the Missionary Socie- 
ty's Mirtlons in difF».rcnt parrs of India, and of 
promoting the love and practice of chriftian virtue 
generally, is very delirable; and that it be attempt- 
ed at Malacca with all convenient fpeed ; and our 
tellow- laborers in the Gofpcl, invited to adiil us 
therein. 

IX. That there be fiated and occafional religi- 
ous fcrvices conducled in the Chinefc language, 
for the indruv^ion of the heathen; and a place of 
c^uiihan wor{hii>i^<iilr, or procured, as foon as the 
circuinllancr..'Ot the Miffion may admit. 

X. Thav'^s Mr. Morrifon's engagements with 
hi.s Chincfe Dictionary, &c. do not now admit of 
h\% undivided attention to tranOation, the fecond 
member of the Miflicin, fliall engage in tranflating 
foinc parts of the Old Tcftament — thus uniting 
their labors till the whole verfion be completed. 

Thefe particulars contain the fubllancc of the 
refulutions which were then formed; and« (as will 
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point our, were, by the help of a pracirui provi-* 
dence, fomc of them obtained, and nVuW rf them 
begun vvirhin three years after the commencement 
of the Miflion at M.ilacca. It is to be underOood, 
that thcfc refulutions were formed with all due de- 
ference to the Direflors of The MfssiONAKY So- 
ciety, who had the power to confirm, or annul, 
any or all of ihern. — They were dr;»wn up as a foit 
ofguh^eto the members of the Chinefc MilTion, 
to enable ihem to manage to the belt advantage, 
that difcretionary power which the Dircc'lors had 
rrpnfcd in them. Thefc objcfts were to be con- 
ilan'ly kept in eye, and all the proceedings of the 
Mi(Tion at Malacca, managed with a view to tjieir 
final accomplifhment. It is no doubr, impf>rtanr 
to have fixed and defined obje<fls in view. Where 
this is not the cafr, the mind heiirates; and the 
time which fliould be employed in vigorous ac- 
tion, is too often fpent in reafoning between various 
ohiedls, which appear of nearly equal impoicancc. 
The feaCon being nearly over, Mr. Milne and 
family brgan to prepare for their departure from 
China — Chinefc books, printing paper, a teacher 
of the lan^uige, and woikmen w-re procured. Mr. 
atid Mrs. M. ex'pe^ricnced much kindnefs from the 
M^ mbers of the Engl i fli, a nd other foreign Fad-ories in 
China. The benevolent attentions of J. B. U Efq. 
and of J. L. Efq. and of their families, were fuch 
as defervc a lading place in their moft grateful rc- 
colledlions. While m Canton, Mr. Milne receiv- 
ed many kindneffes from feveral American Gen- 
tlemen, and was laid under particular obligations 
to B CWEfq. American Conful, for a letter grant- 
ed to him, undor the fcal of the UNiTtD States, 
rtqu(fting that, if by the war (which then exifted 
between Great Britain and America,) Mr. M. 
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flidulcl on hi^ palTagc fall into the Imivls of any 
American vciTrl o\ war, cruizing in tlu !> fcas, he 
mi^ht be treated with kimlnets, and Imdcd at 
fome p'>rr, as near as practicable to his deftination. 
The Conful thought, that as Chrirtianity was no na- 
tional thing, the war, which unfortunately exilled, 
ought not to throw obUacles in the w.iv of thofc 
whofc fole ohjc(5l was to pronmre the Gofpel, and 
who devote their lives for the inllru^^ion and be- 
nefit of mankind. 

To part with their friends, under whofc roof thejr 
had experienced from their Hrft arrival in China, a 
continued difplay of chriOian attentions of no or- 
dinary kind, was very painful to Mr. and Mrs. 
Milne. But the call of duty was imperious. They 
accordingly after great difficulty in reaching the 
Ihip embarked on 17th of April. Tnc fifth day, 
they were at fea, Mrs. M. was delivered of twin 
boys, under circumltances peculiarly dillrcfling; 
but by the care of providence, her life and their 
lives were mercifully prcfcrved. — After thirty. five 
days* palfage, they fafjy reached Malacca, and were 
mod kindly received by Major Farquhar, the Rc- 
fident, who has on every occafion manifcUcd his 
frienilly regirds to their family and objeds. 

In China, during the fun»merof 1815, the indif- 
cretion of a native, who was engaged to prepare 
metal types for the Dictionary, induced him to col- 
le<ft a great many w orkmcn, in a fituaiion adjoining 
one of the public offices, in confcquencc of which 
fome alarm was occadoned, and an attack from the 
local Government, on the prefs was dreaded. This 
circumrtance though totally unconnected with the 
Miffion, yet occafioned the lofs of 500 Spanifl) clol- 
lars to it. The pcrfon in whofe polTcllion the 
blocks of the i2n\o. New Teflament were, hearing 
of the impending danger to the prefs, and fearing 
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that it might reach him, in a fie of apprchcnfion 
dcftroycd the chief part of them. They have been 
fincc recut. 

On the 24th Auguft, Mr. Morrifon finiflied a 
rcvifal of the l^^rge edition of the New Teltamenr, 
and was gratified to be able, upon the whole, to 
juvl^e of it favorably, as he gradually advancrd in 
I he knowledge of the language. Various verbal 
and typograpiiical errors and omirtions, were dis- 
covered, to corredt which meafures were taken. 
None of them were of great importance, and to be 
w iihoul any, wms a thmg rather defircd than ex- 
peded. 

In. the autumn of this year that noble Inllitu- 
lion, the Britilh and Foreign Bible Society, to 
which almoft every modern vcrlion of the Scrip- 
tures into heathen languages, is indebted, gave a 
donation of L. 1,000, to aflift us in the Chinefc 
tranfl.ition. A confiderable part of this grant went 
to defray the cxpenfc of the firft edition of the 
New Teftament, which was by this time nearly 
circulated. Thus, providence furnidied the means 
of paying the expenfc already incurred; and wc 
were encouraged to proceed with a fecond edition. 
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SFXTION XIV 



Mission df Malacca begun — State of the Datrb Re^ 
firmed Counh — Chinese scbocl esfahltshed — Chinae 
Magazine b^gun — Oral tnstrutlton — lra':Is — /)//- 
fiiufttes oltfftdin^ the Mission, Qmmencfmenr of' 
a Maiay iramb 9/ the Mission. Hudlic Library 
begun. 

* HE favorable rccrption which thofc wlio were ap- 
pointed ro ihc Miflion at Malacca, nice with fr )m 
ihc conflirutcd authorities, giraly encouraged 
ihem; and they were led to chcnlh a hope that, by 
the favor of providence, a foundation might in 
Courlc of a few years be laid, for the accomplifli- 
ment of the objects fpccificd in the lull feclion. 
While in Cluna, con^paratiiely little excrcifc of 
the judgjfient was ncCclTiry. The Million there 
being eltabiiftied, it was only requilire to fall in with 
plans already in exillcncc. At Malacca, it was 
otherwifo; that friendly perfonal counfcl which 
lays the giver under a fort of refponfibility fiir che 
confequenccs, if his Counfcl be followed, was at a 
dillance; and the only alternative left wns, to adhere 
as clofely as polfible to the refolutions formed in 
China, and to the fpirir of thofe advices which 
were frequently received by letter from thence. 
It was wiflied that the Mifllon (hould become im- 
portant, and a centre of exertion. Hence Mr. 
Milne fcic it a great fatisfaclion to his mind, 
that the idea of his fettling at Malacca did not 
proceed from himl'elf, but from one better ac- 
quauucd with MilTionary attairs, and in whofe 
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judgment and afFc<5lion he had pcrfcd confidence. 
To man, who knows but little of what is part, 
and lefs of what is luture, it ftiouKl always be 
deemed a privilege, to have thecounfcls of the wife 
and good. And thofe whR;]inowthemrclvcs, and wTio 
have not fworn conlirtency with rafli alFertions made 
in a moment of irriicition or warmtl^ will readily ac- 
knowledge that the nund ofren flu<^uates and hcfi- 
tates, in dcteriiaining on mcafures which have ori- 
pirnued with thcmfclvcs; which (land on the bafis 
of their own individual judgment; and, in cafe of 
the failure ('f which, botii the confc-quences to 
others, and the reproaches of their own mind for 
prefumprion or temrrity, mull fall with full weight 
on their fhi>ulders alone. In extraordinary cafe??, 
extraordinary wifdt^ni, confidence, and courage may 
be cxpedJlcd. In the { urfuit of obje(ft5, which though 
not extraordinary, are \et highly important for the 
benefit of mankind, we grncrally feci that the con- 
current teftimony of th<)fe whom we cfteem, and 
the approbation of good men, give frcfti energy" 
to our heart, and impart new Hrcngrhio our arm. 
At any rate, it was (u in the prefent cafe: while Mr. 
M. felt himfclf charged with the rtfponfibility of 
whatever fteps might be taken, nearly as much t\$ 
if the propofal had been entirely his own, he alfo 
felt no fmall fatisfaclion in knowing that he wa« 
purfuinga plan which hadlven revolved for years, in 
the' mind of his fellow. laborer in the Chincfc Mis- 
fion. 

As the Dutch Proteftant Chriflians in Malacca, 
had fome time before loft their Minifter by death, 
and were entirely dcftitute of religious inflrudion, 
it was propofcd by the Rcfident and the Deacons 
of the Church, to Mr. M. chat he fliould take charge 
of the Church, and perform the duties of a chriflian 
paftor among the people. But conlidering him=» 
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had never made a profcflion of the Gcifpel, hcdid 
nor fed himfclf at liberty to undertake chc duties 
of a fixed charge among Chriflian people. He there- 
fore declined the Pastoral care of that Church, 
but promifed to a/Tord them all the afTiflancc 
which an almoft excluHve attention to Midion- 
• •)• concerns, would admit of; at the fame time, 
admonillMng ihem to take the earliest opportunity 
of providing themfelves with a Minirter who (hould 
have due leifiirc to attend to their fpiritual intereOs. 
Thisotfcr \\A% accepted. He preached a fliort dif- 
coiirfeonce every week among thrn^ but from their 
very partial know ledge of the Englilh language, it is 
noc to be fuppofed tiiat nmch good could be done. 
The influence of the truth upon an individual or 
two, in reforming their lives, and in producing a 
hearty regard for the things of God, was vifible^ 
and afforded high fatisfa<flion. This ftated fervicc 
on the sabbaths, has been continued to the prcfent 
lime; and notwithftanding earned and repeated 
folicitaiions to feek a minillcr of their own, the peo- 
ple are dill without one. A fmall falary was grant* 
ed, with the I'andtion of the Penang Government, 
for ihcfc occalional labors. It was continued 
during the time the Englifh held poffedlon of the 
Ci»lony, and has been fo alfo (ince the Dutch re- 
afTumed the Government. Deeming it a duty to 
IcflTcn as much as pofTible the burden of the Mis* 
sionary Society, Mr. M. was enabled by this means 
to fupport his family for two years, without put- 
ting the Diredlors to ^ny expenfe. But after that, 
an indifferent ftate of perfonal health, and the 
wants of an increaling family, rendered it nccelTary 
for him to draw on the Society as formerly. 

How great a pity is it, that thofc who bear the 
chriftian name, (hould be ever icfc dcftitute of the 
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preaching of the Gofpcl, in a language which thcX 
can undcrfland. Were a Malay congregation 
fornned among the nominal chriftians in Malacca, 
and a pious and devoted fervant of Chrift^ fee over 
ir, the moft important refults might be expefted. 
Multitudes would attend, and many who, though 
chriftians in name, live in grofs ignorance, 
and it is to be feared die in their fins, — would be 
made wife uiito falvation. The writer would 
earneftly recommend the fpintual ftatcof this peo- 
ple, to the confideration of their rulers, and of the 
clergy of the Reformed Church. 

In conformity to the third Refolution paflcd in 
China, (vide fcdl. 13, page 13SJ an attempt was 
foon made to eftablifli a Frre School among the 
Chinefe, for the inftruclion of the children of the 
poor. Good order required that the conftituted 
authorities fhould be previoufly informed, which 
was accordingly done; and the meafure was favor- 
ed with the fandlion and hearty approbation of the 
Rifidcnt and Commandant. But there was no 
fchool houfe, or money to build, or hire one, or 
to fupport the fchool; and a fufficient acquaintance 
with the chriftians in the place, had not been ac- 
quired, to juflify an application to their liberality. 
It was therefore, both from principle and from ne- 
cedity, judged bcft to begin on a very fmall fcale,— 
To build a fchool with<.ut having firft obtained 
fcholars, or a high degree of probability of obtaining 
them, might have proved a wafte of property, and 
expofed the Midion to ridicule. Mr. M. refolved 
to begin with two or three fcholars, if they could 
be procured, hoping that the number would in- 
creafc, and that neceffary means would be procu- 
red. A Chinefe teacher who had formerly adled as 
a fchool-maftcr, and fince been reduced to poverty, 
Mas engaged at a very fmall falary, but with a pro- 
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mifc that it (hould be increafcd in proportion as 
the number of the fcholars fliould incrcafe. This 
method was followed with all ihe teachers that were 
fuhfcquently employed. A regard to their own 
interell makes them feek out fcholars; and they 
are much better fitted for this work than a newly 
arrived MiHionary can be. It tends alfo to make 
them kind to the children; for if they are not, the 
parents take them awav; and the teacher's falary di- 
minilhcs. When a MilHonary cannot meet with 
men, who will difchargc fuch duties well from bet- 
ter principles than thofc of interefl, he muft take 
them as they are, deal with them according to the 
motives which they polTcfs, and daily endeavour 
to impart to them others of a higher charader. 

A fmall houfe in the compound, which had been 
formerly occupied as a (table, was fitted up 
at a very trifling expenfe for a fchool — a few 
feats were prepared; and a notice, written in 
Chinefc, pafted up in difl^erent parts of the town; 
intimating that a fchool for the children of the 
poor was about to be ellablilhed. This was fome- 
thing entirely new to the Chinefe. They had 
never heard of fuch a thing in the place before; 
and, it need not be matter of wonder to the rea- 
der to learn, that a people, in whofe bread fcarcely 
any motives, but thofe odnteteji, bear fway, — could 
not at firft, or indeed for twelve months, believe 
that the children were to be taught and furni(hed 
with books gratuiioufly. They fufpeded that 
fome prefents would be looked for — and that, 
however fair and liberal the propofal appeared to 
be, there were iHll motives of interell ac 
bottom. This kept many back for the firlt year. 
But the necedities of the teacher made him a<ftive— 
the poverty of fome parents who had a wi(h to fee 
their children able to read and write, difpufed 
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them to embrace the offer; and perhaps the curio-^ 
(ity of others, who wilhed to prove whether the 
profeflions of the MifTionary were anv thing more 
than a pretence to get gain, inclirud them to m^^kc 
a trial for a few months. Thus, from one motive 
or other, two names were given in — a fhort lime 
after, three more came forward — and again, three—: 
and finally about fifteeiv names were on the liH. I 
think it of fomc importance to my fellt»w-fcrvantt 
in the Gofpel, who may nc abc^ut to commence 
their work among the heathen, to trace as we go 
along, the genuine motives which I believe influ- 
enced thofc of whom I write; and which thry 
may expcd: will in a mcafure, at fir(T, influence 
thofe among whom it may be their lot to libor. 
For why fhould we hide the naked tru:h from our- 
fclves; or vainly imagine that there is any charm 
in cur prefence, which will fpeedily bring the peo- 
ple in our ftation to a better mind, than they have 
been found to poflefs elfcwhcre ? When the cha- 
racter of a Miflion is once ellablifhcd, and time, 
fufficient to prove that profcfTions of dilintcreftcd- 
nefs, arc founded in truth, haselapfcd; then indeed 
parents will fend their children without fufpicion, 
and from a real delire for their improvement. 

The Chinefe as above noticed, (vide fed. 2, 
page 33.) arc greatly adilicftcd to judicial a(lro- 
logy. The principles of this prepolUrous fcience, 
influence ihcm in all their undertakings. Hence 
they will not brgin any im(>ortant work but 
on a lucky day. This is ftridlly adhered to \\\ 
opening a fchool — The teacher would not think 
himfclf happy, or the parents expect their chil- 
dren to make progrefs, if the day on which the 
fchool begins, be not marked in the Imperial Ca- 
lendar, as a ^ Kieh-jTh, i. e. fortunate day. 
The teacher employed at Mabcca, faid — '* Wc 



Digitized by 



Google 



'49 

Chincfc nrvcr begin any important work like rhi«, 
but on a lucky day — and moreover, it is cuHon>;iry 
to give ro each of the children, a |>fj ill>^/f Kae-lin- 
ping, (i. e. a henrt-openirg cake) to expar.d their 
minds, and fecurc their progrrf^ in learning!'* 
Being but very impeiteclly acquainted with inc 
charatfter and fentin^eius of the Chincfc people, 
Mr. M. was nftoniflied to find even their teachers 
led away bv fuch grofs ahfurdiiies. ami I.eobjrded 
to the pradice. It was however <'f no Icivice to 
enter the liUs at fo early a period, with their deep- 
ly rooted errors and abfurdities. It occuned tliac 
it would be better to fuffcr them to tjke their own 
w,jy, and embrace fome future occafion <.f point- 
ing out its folly, than, by coming into an immediate 
contact with their reigning prejudices, to run the 
hazard of lofing ihofe opportunities of fubfequent 
ufelulnefs, which the fchool feemed to promifc. 

It is alfo the pradice of the Chinefc to place 
the image of Confucius and of Wan-chang, (i. e. 
god of letters) in their fchools, before whii.h the 
children bow and burn incenfe-niatches in the 
morning, before they begin. They uilhed to in- 
iroiluce thcfe into the Free S hool, and the only 
uay in which their wifh could be evaded was, the 
circumllance that the fchool houfc did not (land 
on the ground of a Chinefe — but on that of ft>- 
reigners. They likewile, often parte up charms 
over the doors of their fchoids, or hang them up 
within, to ward off the malignant influchce of* evil 
rtars, the attacks of difcale, and the alfaults of 
wicked fpirits. The utmort vigilance could nor, 
in every inflance, prevent them from having rc- 
couifc to this folly. 

The fchool was opened on the 5th Auguft, 1815, 
with only five fcholars — bur ihey increafed, and 
throughout the remaining months of that year, from 
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ten to fourteen daily attended. They were in- 
ftrucfled in reading, writing, and carting accounts,— 
all in their native tongue. 

How to introduce Christian bocks into the fchoof, 
without difplcafing the children's parents, who 
might have been induced to take them away, was 
a difficulty not eafily got over. To teach heathen 
children the bare elements of their own language, 
is indeed a ufcful labor, and will contribute in- 
directly to the fpread of the Gofpel, by imparting 
to them an ability to read, and forming habits of 
mental application; but when we confider the va- 
lue of the foul, and that its falvation is the chief 
objecfl f»f Midionary labors, it is natural to wi(h for 
f^me more diredl method of imparting a know- 
edge of divine truth. By not preffing the matter 
on them, and by allowing them the ufc of their** 
own elementary books, the fchool-mafter was pre- 
vailed on to trach them a Chriftian catechifm at firft 
on fabbaths, and afterwards occafionally on other 
days. Chinefc youths arc accuftomed to commit to 
memory every thing that they read in the fchools, 
hence they committed the catechifm alfo to me* 
mory as a matter of courfe. An attempt to explain 
it to them was firft made by caufing them to write 
and analyfe particular charadlers — then the mean- 
ing of important words, fuch as *' God — Crea- 
tion—Soul — Death— Heaven — Hell, &c." was ex- 
plained to them — this by and bye grew into a kind 
of catechetical exercife, to which the fabbath af- 
ternoons were devoted. But in order to prevent 
giving offence to the parents, it was neccflary to 
combine fomrthing elfe with it. The forms of fa- 
lutation common among their countrymen, were 
accordingly taught the children, by their teacher: 
they were inftrucicrd how to b'^w to their fuperiors, 
parents, and teachers, and to each other. This 
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pleafed the parents much, as nothing of the kind 
was taught in their own fchools of which there 
were three in Malacca. The children rhemfelves 
were alfo amufed by fome little evolutions which 
they were taught to go through, as, facing round 
all at once — htting their hands and bowing all to- 
gether — and going from fchool two and two in a 
meafiired pace. The elder bovn fometimes le-4rn- 
ed from fix to ten quedions of Dr. Morrifon'i ca- 
techifm in a week; bur their knowledge of the 
principles therein contained, was, without doubr, 
very imperfect, notwithllanding the attempts to 
explain them. 

An effort was made to brinjr them to attend 
Chinefe wor(h»p, which was fi 'ally fucC'*fsful. It 
was before prac^ic^*d with fome domclHcs brought 
from China, and the fchooUmalKr feeing them at- 
tend, was alio induced to come, and the children 
followed him. Thun. two objeds of confidrrahle 
importance were gained almoil at once, namely, 
the introduction of Chriflian books into the Ichool, 
and the attendance of the teacher and fcholars once 
a day on the worfliip of God. It was not expeded 
that great and immediate good would follow; but, 
as thefe means have in every age been attended 
with the divine blefling for the converfion offin- 
ners, there was every reafon to hope that they 
would be ufeful in the prefcnt inftance, however 
diftant the time of a£>ual fuccefs might be. It 
was particularly requifite not to give mncb chriftian 
inftrudlion to the children in the becinning; and 
there was one indancein which a father took away 
his children, becaufe they were taught the cate- 
chifm: he was afterwards prevailed upon to fend 
them hack; but the faA of his taking them away, 
was a fignal to Mr. M. not to urge the truths of 
the Gofpcl too ftrenuoudy on their attention, till 
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mutual confidence (hould be more firmly e(Ta- 
bliflicH. 

Gratitude requires the writer ro mention here, 
the encouragen'.ent he received from two Englifli 
gentlemen, who contrihuccd of their money tci the 
liipport of the fchool — viz. Capt. Latter, of the 
H. C/s Army in Bcnpal, wlio gave /S/m- Siantsb JcU 
iars, and promifcd to ufe his influence with his 
friends in India for the fame purpcfc. The addi- 
tion of another and larger fchci#)l in the following 
year, was in a great meofure owing to this worthy 
gentleman's advice and lihcraliry. The fchooh 
at Malacca, the fupport of which may be faid to 
owe its orii'in to him, have fincc been tuicr li'd 
under addmoual (ihlig;^iions to his kindncfs, by 
Iccond donation of Ji/iy doHan — an<l a third 
of o/f' t U9.drcd doi (its Midionaries, to whole 
lot ueaith rarely fidls, meeting \iith fuch a 
friend, feel greatly encouraged in their work; and 
ufeful plans \*rh;ch would perhaps othcrwife never 
have been adopted, or have failed for want of 
mear^s, are f'^urfued rill they bring forth good to 
mankind. W'^ealthy Europeans, or perlons in com- 
fortable circumftances, in India, may do much 
good by their liberality. It may feed the poor, 
ch)ihe the naked; and teach multitudes of ignorant 
heathen children, whom they never faw in the 
fli (h, to perufc the records of eternal life. The other 
grntleman was, Lieut. Col. G. Macgregor, H. M/s 
Army, who gave a donation of thirty Spantsb dol* 
Ian to the fame objedl. In hope of enlarging the 
fchool in the cnfuing year, intimation of the fame 
was given to J. H. Harrington, Efq. Bengal, who 
in addition to a liberal donation from himfcif, 
employed his influence with a nunibcr of his friends; 
and ro the great aftonifliment of Mr. M. a letter 
covering a bill for nine hundred and ihtrlj^two ^ms 
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Riipeis^ to a(Ti(l in the fupport of the fchools at 
Malacc.i, was lent him in 1816. — Thus furni(ht*d» 
by the abu:uiant liluralicvr of pious and wclUdis- 
pofcd perfons at a difl.ince, with the nrcdful fup- 
plics, the Million had cnouj^h to fuf^p-^rt its 
fchoiJs f)r two years. Ir will he obfcrved, 
that thi wiifcr docs not here (Xi(flly follow the or- 
der ot time, but rather puts things of one kind to- 
gether, ai rh< y tomr to han*!. 

I.i cvi^ry cultiv ifrtl languirrc, the advantajje of 
the prrU f)r thr diTuli^m of knowlrd^'', both hu- 
n^.m and divin , is evident r«> all. In the Chinefc 
luiiruigi*, the importance of books, as a means of 
iniiir^iVvrm.MU, is perhaps greater than in any other 
livin;^ m- iium of coiinnunicatinn. The Chinefc 
written hni^uiixe is rv'ad by a much larger propor- 
tion I'f niitikind, than that of any other people. 
I % oral diale(fts are \ery numerou.t, and fo widely 
diff rent from etch other, that pcrfons of neigh- 
b'»uri-^g provinces, fas the wricer has often wit- 
neflTcd , arr fr* qu ntly un.ible to carry on a convcr- 
fation of a>v length, withou?^ having recourfe to 
Meriting. Tlie written language poHVir:.s a unifirm 
ivlentit) unknown to fome others. The dialects of 
the Greek tongue, requirel not only i«> be dillin- 
gmftitd in its pronunciation, bu'' alio to be maik- 
ed by variations in the orthographv of i(s nouns; 
in the firmaiiiin of the tenfes anil mot)d ofiis 
verbs; ifi its adverbs, aoriils, &c. In Chinefc 
fcarce anv thing bke this t^ke^ place. Throughout 
the whole of that tmpirr, as Will as in im)ft of its 
tributary, and fcvral of it? neighbouring Countries, 
the wri ten char. cter and idiom arr, wirh a very 
few trifling cxccpuv)ns, the fam?. Again, Ciiina 
being now fliut, bv pei Iccuting edicfls and an al- 
mort unconquerable j-aloufy of Grangers, the Mi- 
niitcr ot Jcfus Chrill, is nut permitted to walk 
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*' through the breadth and length of the land/* 
pfciiching the Gofpcl by the living voice — yea» he 
dare fcarccly open his mouth on the borders 
thereof, to call its idolatrous myriads to repentance. 
Bookf arc univcrially underllood — they travel every 
where — with proper agents and due caution, they 
I may be poured into China irfclf. The united force 
of tlicfc views, l^d to the R.folution above menti- 
oned, (Tec fcct. 13th, page 13S,) relaiivc to a 
*' Pmdical Fuhtuaihn in lie Cbinea lungua^f,**-^ 
Picpararinns were accordingly made for it; after 
Mr. M.*s arrival at Malacca, it« form was fixed 
upon, and the firlt number brought from the prefs 
on the jth Augull, ( r 8 I 5,) the l^invday on which 
the fchool Was coinnKnc.d. The firll fptcimtns 
were very in^perfrd, both as to the c »mpi»(irion an<l 
printing; but tljc*y vierc underftood bv peifons who 
were in the habit c»f reading; and the Editor hoped, 
that a fuller acquaintance with the larigii'ge would 
enable him to improve th.eftyle. It w ;S originally 
intrndcc^, thar this little jriib'ication Ihould com- 
bine the dilFulion ot gcniral k:^owledgu, with that 
of rtligiv'n and monl; and include fucli no ices 
of the public events oftheilay, as lli:iuld app^'ar luit- 
cdtoawikcn rcfl.ilionand ixciie inquiry. To pro- 
more Cbrtiirani:y was to be its fnmary oh'y &; other 
things, though they were to be treated in fubordi- 
nation to this, were not to be overlooked. Know- 
ledge and fcicnce are the hand- maids of religion, 
and may become the auxiliaries of virtue. To 
roufe the dormant powers of a people, whofe mental 
anergics are b'^und up by that dull and infipid . 
monotony, which has drawn out its unifv)rm line 
over them, to the length of more than twenty hun- 
dred years, — will be no eafy talk. Means of 
all juftifiibic kinds, laborers of every variety of ta- 
lent, resources fufficient for the moft cxpenfivc 
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moral cnterprifcs, and- a fpacc of frvcral ages, — 
will ail be nccclFary to do this cflTcftually. But a 
brginning mud be made by f»)nie people, and in 
fume age of the world. — After generations will 
improve ot\ what th- prefent race t.f men begin.— 
It is better thercffirc to comm ncc a good work 
with very feeble m-ans and impcrf;:d agents, than 
to •• figh to the wind," and not <ittempt it at all. 
Thii5. though thar v.irictv of fubjcifl intended to be 
publiflicd in theCnincfc M »nrhly Magazine, could 
not he all brought in at firll, or indeed to the 
prf fent moment ; yet that was nor confi.lered an 
argijincnr of futficicnt weight to p'dlpone the work. 
Mr. M. there f(ire comp^fcd fuch pipers for it as 
his time, talents, a id other circutnllinces admitted 
of. The efTivs aovl papers publilhcil in the Chi- 
ncfe M.igizine to the prcfcnt time, have beea 
chiefly of a religious and moral kind. A fewelTays 
on the mod Hmple ami obvious principles of 
aftronomy, inilructive anecdote?, hiflorical ex- 
tracts, occiHonal ntitices of great political events, 
&c. have at t^mcs given a little variety to its page*; 
but there has been lefs of thefe than could have 
b-en wiflied. Among other rcafi)ns of this wane 
of variety, it may be noticed that for the lirll four 
years, (that is to the prefent time) every thing pub- 
lilhed, uith the exception of a few pages, by 
the fiift prop(>rer of the work, proceeded from the 
pen of a tingle individual, who was alfo engaged 
in a variety of other labors. To render this work 
generally intercfting, it would require a full half 
of the time and labor of a Mi(Tioi»ary — lime and 
labor well beftowcd too, — and (houKl unite the pro- 
dudions of various pens. The Editor hope s, that he 
may in future have more leifure to attend to this 
branch of his work, and that the grovnng acquaint- 
ance of his brethren with the Chinelc language. 
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will foon enable them to fiirnidi ufeful papers on 
a variecy cif fubjedls; — efpecially on thofe which 
have hitherto been but fparingly introducccf. The 
(izc of the Chinefe Magazine has never yet exceed- 
ed thar nf a fmall tra*!l, and it has been given 
away gratis. For about three years, five hun- 
dred Copies were printed monthly, and circulated, 
by mrans of friends, correfpondcnts, travellers, 
^lliip't, &c. through all the Ciuncfc frttlemcn s of 
the eallcrn Arcliiprhgo • alfo in Siam, Cochin- 
china, and part of China itfv*If. At prcfent (1819,) 
a thoufand copies are printed inonriily. The de- 
mands and opporruniiics for circuhition greatly in- 
creafo, and it is likely thin in three or four yeais 
more, 2,000 will bean inadequate fupply. Beiidcs 
the regular monthly numbers, complete fcts for 
each year, have been printed as they were required. 
The labor of preparing the materiils, has been 
amply coxnpcr.fated by the rxtcnfivc range of* 
countries in which the work is read; and by 
oppoftunities which the publidiing of it month- 
ly, has alT«.»rdcit, of gradually unfolding many 
parts of divine truth. To fit down and write 
a complete treatife on one fubjecl; to compile a 
feries of hifJory through a period of any length; 
and to enter fully into the dircudion of any 
important copic, — are uhar the time and llrength 
of a perfon, who is otherwife varioufiy employed, 
do not admit of his tfl^i^dinir ar once, or uirhouc 
many interruptions. B\ takintr monrhiy, in nrdi^r^ 
the feveral j>aits of an intend d trearife — the I (Tr 
divifions of a f-nes ot hiflory— nr the dilf'-rtfic 
branch* sofa difctMnfi', — rhe labor n^iy g* on; rhc 
plan fill up gradually; ami the dale of the year, 
prefcnt the writer w:th a dc zcn of cir»}s, or i-is- 
ci;urres on dificrcnt dcpartmcnrs of Irs (ubjert. 
The addition furnillicd la one month, may appear 
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tooinlignificant todcfcive murh notice; but twelve 
or cucnty fuch adiiirions will form a compete 
volume; and the author will be plc^iffd with hit 
pl(Hltiiii|; pcifcvcrance^ and will alio be able by 
rcvicuing the uiiole in its ccmiplcte form, to 
cornA, exptingr, or add, a.i error* €>rdtfrCi.5 n^ay 
rrq.nre. On mis plan, fcvcnii pi<ces, publ»flud 
in monihly numbers in the Mjjj.Zino, have 
been con^picted, and others ar- n- w carrying 
on. There is indeed fomc want «»!' uniTi rmny in 
tSe Hylc oft thcfe, the latter parts bcii.g better 
Ciii.iefc than the foinu.r: an imfurf'.ct aiquaint- 
ancc wifii rhc language in the fi:{\ lla^^^s ^ t' the 
work, may ;:ccmint lor this. Mr. M. t urd that 
while the writing i»n divmc fubj d« leiuUit to le- 
frelh the mind, the icgular mowthl) drm.inds v( 
matter tor the prcfs, proved a ufetul Ibmulus to 
labor. 

Oi<AL Instruction fliould in eNrry CI ridian 
Million hold a proiiiinent pi ice. 'I'hc preaching 
ot the Gofpel, is an ordinance of divine appoint* 
menr In as ovn nature, it is rtnuukably calru- 
latCil to arred the attention and diffule knowledge; 
and it has been attcntlcd in every age of ihe church, 
with the peculiar blelTir.g of heaven for the falvn- 
lion of men. I record it uith doep regret, that, 
even to the prefnit htiur, the ciicumllanccs of the 
Miili*^n at Malacca, have never been fuch as to atl- 
mit '^f devoting that portion cf time antl attention 
to oral inltruttion and preaching, which the ex- 
irrme ignorance of the hcaii.en require. For more 
t'»»ntwo years a'l the concerns of the Chinrfc 
M»(Ii<)n drv<»lveii entirely upon ai» individuul. He 
had n nanlluion ot part of the Old Tcftament in 
hand — the p.iprrs for the Maj^a/ine to prei are 
monthly; the fi-hocls toovcrfer; and his kno\^U«J^e 
of the language, being imperfect, a good deal of 



Digitized by 



Google 



IS8 

time was nrccflarily taken up daily in ftudv; fo that 
very litric time or Orcngth remained for Hated 
preaching, or for going from hmifr to houfe. The 
third year he was abfent fr.»m the (lation for more 
than fix months through ill h*talth ; and the time 
of his fcllow-lahorer who had b'-rn fenr out to as- 
fill in th«* Million, was from nccediiy devoted to the 
/ttiidy of the languige. Thcfe important means 
were not howrvf r, entirely neglcihui. In the firft 
year of the Miflion, regular fervices were begun 
on the week divs, anil on the fabl>aths, which 
have ( ver lince been continued. Every morning 
the Cbinrfo domcftics, workmen, and fcholar.i, met 
fc^r Ciirillian worfliip. A poriion of the Now 
Tellamcnr, or of OiCh orht*r b »ok5 as had then been 
printed, was read, and ih )rt pratflical rema k» 
made on it; after whch pr lycr was oiFcreil up. 
On fabbaths, this morning cxTcife was postponed 
till mid-day, in confcqiience of having to preach 
in the Dutch Church at ten o'clock. At one 
o'clock, the Chincfe Scriptures were read, and 
fomething in torm of an exportation, longer than 
that ufual on week days, was delivered. At half 
pafl three, the fchoh^rs were examin<:d and heard 
repeat their catechifni. About five, Mr. M. fre- 
quently fpent an ho»ir in town diftribuiing triiSls, 
or convcrfing with the heathen. At eight o'clock, 
the Scriptures were again read, remarks made on 
them, and a (hort prayer concluded ihc forvice. 
frhc number of hearer**, was always fmall — fome- 
times one — two — four, &c. from the neighbouring 
flreets, joined the regular attendants, and twenty 
grown perfons was the largefl number that attend- 
ed. Three, five, or eight, were the ordinaiy number 
/ of adult hearers. The others came occafi(»nally, fon^c 
frrimcuriofiry, fome perhaps from a wifti to be em* 
ployed. When the curiofity of the former was fa- 
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tisfied; and the letter pcrccivc<l, that there was no 
iiorldly giin propofed to their view, thry came 
but feldom. But from whatever motive ihev 
came, the preacher was alw.iyi glid to Ice them, 
knowing that the heathen never attend to the 
G'>fpel at fiifl from finccre attachment to the 
truth. — It is under the GofptI .ih»n»", that wc 
can rXf)eCl this attachment to be f-rmed. It is 
ind -CiJ, lamentable to frt- h'>vv cnmpi tely the bc- 
nigiued inhabiranta of Alia, are under liie do* 
minion of mere fecniar principles; but we muft by 
no means c >riccal or dii\;iiifc their real chanctrr. 
Thi* pi till mi'ter of t «ct mav excite the fneer of 
rmj-r^fi.leh, at the f.^llj of thcifi* who attempt a 
rcf' rmitioii; it may fliut up rhr channels of beric- 
vol ncr, in thofc wh«» expcded immediate conver- 
fi lis; it m«v even dilc^^ur^ige the hearts of fomc 
of the l>'-ll friend* •»{ mankind. Bjt the jndici*>us 
an! enl«ghtene<l chriftian n%»II (ce in it a prii<5lfcal 
eo!ifirniaiion of rlu>fc r-iriinents, which the Gofprl 
traches conctrnini^ the i^noiance, depravity, and 
m Ccry of mankiiul in ^»rneral. and of the heathen 
in partICU^lr• it will ihrw him how little the h :\\ 
P«gan fydems (f r (nch I confider thofe of China) ' 
can tlo to bring rluir a-liierents ro re?! virtue; and 
conft-quentlv, will (Ir. ngthen his convi^flion of the 
necelfity of r 'd •iibl/d excition in thr caiife of the 
Gofprl. F .r, with a fi in btlicv-r in divine Rc- 
Yelation. thr irhr 'n»pii(Ti!>iliiy of ihc eternal faU 
va'ion of thof-, who I»ve and die with the love of 
this world prtdotiiinint in th<» heart, can be no 
matter nf doubt. That the Gofprl Ihall finiilly 
iriunph over the idihrry and wirkednefs of the 
nations, notwithrtan<linef its apparently flow pro- 
grfis, is fA him rquallj certain. Let every fre(h 
difplay i»f ihe native d<»praviry of the Pagan mind, 
(a depravity indeed cummou to man) give ardor^ 
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to our prayers, winjj our zeal witk vclocitv^ enlarge 
our benevolence; and teach us to join laborious 
perfcvcrcnce in nAivc fervicc, with nndnkm con- 
fidence in the divine proniifcs. I:i difpcnfi ijij oral 
inftruclion to the few heathen that attendrd, Mr. 
M. found the carechifm and tracfls, r^>!npored by 
his colltraguc, of gre:it alTulance. Written in a 
plain ftyle, aiul free from the (lifFncfs which ^eno^ 
rally adheres to trandacions, thefc tradls were ea* 
lily umlerllood by the heathen: and a page or two, 
often furnifli':d the groun*! of the cxli<»rrations ad- 
dressed to chem. He placed a copy bi ftire earh 
individu d, and went over the portion fcleC^rd for 
the occalion, amplifying and enl.nri^ing where ei- 
ther his owii fiiiall Itock o( Chinefc words would 
admit, or where the fnbj- dl required mol> illu(Jra- 
tion. Tne fame method was obfcrvcd in rradu»g 
the New Tclhin^nt. The people, having the books 
before them, could more eafilv unilerftand the ex- 
planatioo. He had ft*.rt\ in Scotland, his native 
country, chc benrfi:ial iffods of this pradlice on the 
people, who generally ke<p iheir Bi^.des open in 
Church, at t!ie chaprer wh ch the Minider is ex- 
plaining; and follow him, by turning to the palHiges 
which he quote'; thu*, their minds arc fixed on the 
word of God itl^lf, an<l they are enabled to perufe 
the fame pnlTige^ again in private with more ad- 
vantag.^. He v%^fiicd of courfe to introduce this 
ufcful pradlice among the people to whom he was 
lent; and it has been continued in Malacca to the 
prrfrnt tim^, n »r it is hoped, withou: fomc be- 
nefit to rhc Chmtfe. 

OwCafi >fi.d t>ppc»rtuniti*s of c.>nverfing with the 
heathen and explaining the radical principles of 
chrillianirv fo thom, offered. — Siilors and pafTen- 
gers from Chinefe junks, from Siam, Juva, &c. 
^allcd^ to get tracts; they were alfu vificed on 
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board their own % cflTcIs; and fomcthing faid with a 
view of awakcninjj their ininHs to inquiry after the 
true G»kI and the Saviour. Mr. M. likewifc vificed 
the heathen in their own houfcs and (hops from time 
toiinv; .mil tried to iinpart to them, the know- 
ledge «»l filvricin. 0\ tliefe oceifions, a tra^fk or 
part of It, or a verfc of the Tclhiment, was reid to 
inree, fix, or more perfons, as they chanced to 
attend; an i a little explanation added. When 
this was etiilcil in one lh(»p or honfe, he went on 
to an )t!ier; ami he re, as in the ftatcd ferviccs at 
home, he c xp^rit iiccil great affillance from the 
laboisofhis pieJccifTor in the work. To have 
fomcthinjr in an intelligible form drawn up and 
printtil, to put int(^ the hands of the people, allills 
bi)th tiie fpcak rand hearers, and will beunderftood 
by tlie latter, when much that is fpoken through a 
(iir<\,fn accent, will not be comprehended. A re- 
mirk naturally arifcs from this, namely, that a 
Miflionary who has the labors of a fenior fellow- 
fervant in print, to ainU him, may be able to be 
ufetul much eailicr among the people, than if he 
had to depend fnldy on his own refources; and he 
flioulil gladly avail himfelfof fuch aid, thankful 
to the great Head of the Church for the gifts 
which he has been picafed to bellow on his fer- 
vants of former d^c$^ or on contemporary kbor* 
crs. An indolent man's making himfelf depen- 
dent on the labors of others, that he may enjoy 
the repofe of fl )th; and a diligent, perlcvering 
man's fcizing on every facility furnilhed him, 
that his pr«'grefs to ufcfulnels may be acce- 
lerated, — are quite dilferent things: in a MiJTion- 
ary, tlic fofmcr would be unpardonable; while the 
latter is evidentiv his dutv. After the cllablifh- 
ment of the M (Tion at Malacca, many opportu- 
nities of circulating /^/ Holy ^cnpiurtj atid rcligi^ 
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eus traSis^ prefcnrrd ilicmfelvf^, nor only in the 
fcttlcmcnt itfclf, but alio, by means of native 
trading vefTci.^, pnlfcn<rers, &c. to China, Cochin- 
china, Siam, and almoll evcrv Cliincfc colony on 
the Malavarr Afchiprlapo. Thefc bodk.i ami rr.iclx 
M'crc indeed as *• brcid call on rhc waters," and 
may not be *' received acrain till atrer fna»iy dayK;" 
yet, when a MifTion.iry cannot travel perfonally to 
a neighbouring country, and drchirc with the liv- 
ing voice, the great dodlrines of Revelation, it is 
his dutv to fend the readiell fu^Mlirure; and who 
can tell that thtfe lirtle M nillers of pence, 
-uhich neither e:»t nor drink, are nc iiher aftVdrd 
by climate, nor afraid of pcrfc-cution, — may not 
*' prepare the way of tiic Lord, and u)c;kc ready a 
people for him?** 

In every M.lTion criabliflied amonir the heathen, 
difficulties arc to be looked for. At Malacca, fome 
"uere foon experienced; but of a diftVrcnt kind 
from thofe felt in many other pans c»f the heathen 
world. He:;-", there ^^creno paituuiar difficulties 
in regard to food, ciorhing, h.'.bitation, and pcr- 
fonal fafefy. Tliete was no [^crfecntion or 0()f»o- 
fition from the Governn^ent; but on the c<uurarv, 
the utmoft freedom to pron>otc chnllian truth bv 
every approved means. The difficulties arofe 
chiefly from three fources. The vur ety of iiialetl 
that was found to prevr.il among iljc Cliinefe, 
coniVituted a great difficulty in ri.e commuiiica. 
tion of knowledge. The Fokven i ideCi was 
fpoken by the greater part; rhar «if Cauton, by a 
confiderable number; and the Ma uiarin or Court 
diale^l^, though undcrlloorl by a !ivv, was not ge- 
nerally fpr)kcn. The firlt, Mr. M. had had no op- 
portu-nily of learning; the f^coiui, he c< uld fpeak 
but very impeifedHv, — to tlic third, he had paid 
moft attention. Thus, when going among the 
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people, in one hoiifc the chief part of what wag 
fiiid, uas undcrllood; in the next, perhaps a half; 
and in a third, n-^t more than a few fentcnccs. In 
addrelfinir ;i fmal! company of (ifcccn or twenty per- 
r»ns, a knoulcdj^e of two dialcds, is in many in- 
ftincc:> neccffarv, in order to imp:iit inllrudioa 
\\\{U rlicCl ro.ill. Thiid.ffijulry wdl be {jcncraU 
I" 'n t with in the Ciiincfe colonies, fctilcd on the 
Archip l»t(o; MS poifons from varii^ui provinces, 
arecidlrchd co^eihcr in the fame place; therefore, 
inlleaii i>( \ knowledge of one dialed anlwerinjj; the 
end, -i Miirioniry wouM require fome knowledge 
c»f /'.r-f*, in order to be exterdlvcly u\\:\ultisfrfaikdr. 
l\ China ii fi If the cufe is diTw-rent: the knowledge 
of one dialect will enable a m:ni to preach the Gos- 
psl intelligibly to hnmlrrtis of thoufands of per- 
fons. Among thofe Chinefe who are fettled ia 
W.I I s callcil K'ow. wae-kwo, i. e. the outlide na- 
tio »c^ rlie f, kirn dialed feems to prevad mod ex- 
tcnfivcly, arid hence for a NMTionaiy, u hofc time 
is to be chiefly devoted to preaching and oral in- 
flruC^ion, it is of the urmolt importance. To ac- 
quire a knowl dgc of feveral fpoken dialeds, and 
a facility therein, requires a talent fc»r languages, 
a fet of good teeth, a peculiar flexibility in the or- 
gms of enunciation, a nice difcriminaticm in the 
ear, much attention to the modulation of the voice, 
and frequent injtcrconrfe with the people. Ic is 
air> a rare thing to fee a lujkn, after the age of 
iwenty-fivc, acquire a good pronunciation of a 
foreign rofigue. Hence, by the wiy, wc fee the 
nccclfity of native MilConaries, or of fome Inlli- 
tution in which foreigners can, from an early age, 
be initiated into the languages. Where the con- 
cerns of a Miin )n devolve chiefly on one perfon; 
where there is much literary labor; anil where the 
attention is often diverted by various duties, — the 
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learning of fevcrnl dialers to fuch a degree as to 
render them really ferviccable to the iiitercfls of 
truth, is impracflicablc. Verv little therefore, 
was done at the Fokecn dialed in Milacca, till 
the year i8iS, when the attention of anothrrla- 
b'^rer vvai directed to it, who made very confidcr- 
able pro^xrefs therein. 

The difficulty arifintr from a variety in the Lin- 
guagc, was found to be greatly increafr*! from the 
inter-marria<;cs of the Chiiivfo with Milay wo- 
men. No females ever leave Cliin.i: tiie pr^jti- 
dices of the people agiinll this, are rxcecd«ngljr 
(Irong. Tlie coniequence is, that mill China- 
men, when they fettle in a c.»lonv abrf».nl. niirry 
women of the place, and the children wiiich pro- 
ceed from fuch connections, learn tint I ingujge of 
their mothers firll. In Java, Mtlacci, &cc. many 
Chinefe, from their earlieft infancy, bcini^ accus- 
tomed to fpcak Malay, fcarcclv undcrlbmd die lan- 
guajT;e of their fathers at all. They fpeak Maliv al- 
moll entirely; but never learn to lead ic. Their 
reading is always in Chinefe; yet vvi;h many, read- 
ing is carried to fo fmall an extent, as to leave them 
without the ability of perufincr even the pliinelt 
book. The talk of communicating knowl dge to 
pcrfons of fuch various fpokcn duih.(fl>, is much 
greater than anyone, who has nor repea'ediv made 
the experiment, can conceive. If it were allowable 
for VlifTionaries to (hift difficulties, there are per- 
haps few that they would more readily turn alidc 
from than this. 

Again, it was found imtra^icah^e to colU5l any 
nnmoer f*f hearers. In other partsof India, we read 
of hundreds and thoufands liliening to a Miflion- 
ary. Here, ten ferfons could I'carccly be brought 
together, either in the llrcets, or in a place ap- 
pointed for worfhip. The heathen were allowed 
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to buy anil fdl, and carry on their ordinary labors 
on the labbath, jiift as on other days; it was chrrc- 
f'^re, in vain to cx;>c<ftany reverence for th»r day 
among them, or any more readincis lo attend on 
divine thin*;^. The wrirer of rhefc pac» s, is very far 
from fupp ilinir chit true religion deiivcs much 
adv.intajre from mere adls of civil authority, or 
that any pcoi>le fli )uid be coinprllcti to obfcrvc 
the InlJitutioiis of the Gofp^l; at the fame time, 
he thinks there are very Ibon^ rcafons to q'les- 
lion the propriety of alUiuini^ the fahbach ro be 
thus openly profancii, in chrillian colonics. Ciiris- 
tian rulvrs would ilo well to rofilivl. r uh.it the 
Scriptures fay on tiiis fubject. But if it l)e \\roii<r 
to permit idnl.irors to carrv on open trade antj 
every kind of labor o'l the falr>i(h, it mull furely 
be a greater crime to tmpl y them to do woik on 
that day, and to wink at the grofs breaches of the 
fubbath, ol which pmf Ifing cnnlHans are giiiity. 
The fame difficult v of collecting a Cong?rga:ion 
has all along been ft Ic; and it will not be cafdy 
or fpeedily overcome. The Chinefc fpcnd the 
whole day in hard labor; and their evenings arc 
very commonly devoted to gambling, where that 
ruinous pradlice is permitted. When a few per* 
fons canjc to hear, it was no eafy matter to 
fix their attention. Some would be talking; 
others, laughing at the ncwntfs of the things 
rpoken; others, fmoking their pipes; others, on 
coming in and going out, would pan? through the 
ufual routine of their ceremony, julV as ihcy adl 
in the temples of their oun gods, before 
which nothing 6 like reverence is ever fern. 
They ilid thcfc things, it was believed, more fnun 
habit and ignorance, than from intentional dif- 
rtfpec'l to the word of God; but the difficulty to 
the fpcaker was nearly the fame. TUc few, in- 
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deed, who arrcnded regularly, became after a fliort 
time, remarkably decorous and attentive. But 
ihisc.ii! never be exocftod at Hrft. 

The prevalence of the ueptua {bih'ophy of the 
srbool 0/ (J(/fira,:m^ r<iniri:utcd another difficulty in 
the way of the Milnoii; but as th^rre will be occa- 
lion to notice this afterwards, we Ihall pals it over 
fir f!:e time. 

The cllal)liflimcnt n( a .Mjltir M.suon in rliefe 
C'^UMtries, \\as a thing excce»lin*^lv ti> bo dcfircd. 
'J'iic cliict'p.iit of the inhabitants of tli- numerous 
Ic] t uls of the ealK'rn Arcnipcl .g ». ^ wtll as of 
th- Pcninfuliof Milacca, arv.* eiv l.ipnl in the 
dehjlion.> of lllinnfm; nut iiuiied of pore lllnn- 
ifm, bur of a fpccios of it, mixed wu!) the fiipci ih- 
tio!M and t:Mci\ iJoiatiies of the ai)i>rigi:ies ot the 
countries into which it has been introduced. 
Tnis heterogeneous m.if:i of error and fuperUition, 
renders the moral and fpiritnul (tatc t*f ti.e Ma- 
lays, very v\retch<d, their convcilion very diffi. 
cult; aful the planting of the Gofpel among them, 
an object worthy of more attention from chris- 
tian focieties, than it has yet received. They arc 
but a partially civilizcil people; a very fm:dl pro- 
portion of them can read, and their reading is 
much confined to the Arabic — the language of 
the Koran, and, as they luppofe, of paradife too! 
The improvement of mankind has fuiicicd grcaily 
in many countries, fnnii the notii».i of oi Lui* 
guige being exclufively proper for reli^»ion — r* m 
tlieir (elf.devifcd it .^ua EccUjiuf, as if Deity were 
to be charmed by lliange founds, or Wis creatures, 
irJhucbd through the moduim of a Ianguii;e 
w hicii they do not nnderl^and! Of all the iafulis 
ottered tocommon Ccni'c anii the luima!) u*u! rllaid- 
ing, from the tlay ti)at lin firll en'cr.d (ni world 
to this hour, there is none greater than ihu; and i;s 
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cxrrnfivc prcv.iloncr, is hut an atMir :oi)^l confirm, 
ation of our bflicf, that mental •« bliiuintfs has i^ip- 
pcnc<l*' to our fpccus. This partial pK-lcrcncc t«»r 
thr Ar.ibir, h.15 led liic Malavt to ihink lit^hrlv <f 
rhcir o\%n laMmmta*. which they call halaMa tiurya, 
i. e the lai>guagc «»l this uoiKI; anil hcnc- , »l\' UL;h 
perhaps, the m*»ft harmonioiis of ail the lan^ni^is 
of the E«ft, ir has been K f* cultivated than ihc 
greater pirr of them. Tnis prrjmlM e f»»ims an 
oblla( Ic to their rcliiiioui in>pf ovc men', ir^ two 
uiys: it has led ro a vn\ <»eneral neg!* ^*r of Malay 
ednc.itiiin, fo fhat but (»ne here a»^d there is 
fotind c:ipal>I • <f readinj; bof»ks, wiictcn in M 1- 
lay. Again, havinnr been tau^l^t fo c*Mdivlei tiic 
Ara!>ic as ti^e only lan^u:lg- acceptable to God 
and (ic to be emploveil in his uoilhip, it has 
Weakened iluir veneration f«»r every kind of re- 
li>:ious inllrucHion whicli doeit n<»t pafs through 
that nu'dinn). And yet were a Millionaiy to 
preach to tiieni in Arabic, there i^ not pcihaps 
one in a huihired ilvit would undeiftaml him. 
Tiiey are fount! to pt^lRfs mucliof the bigotry aiul 
prejudicewhi. hare infepara hie fr«'m I flam ifm, with- 
out one hair of the knowKdge ol ihc f\ (lem which 
is p')fr (Ted by their ftll<»w believers, on the utll 
of India. A knowU<igc of the unity and perflc- 
tion of the du ine nniuir, of the dtMrtrincs ofdivinc 
providence, the refurreclion, and future judgment, 
&c. they indeed pofflfs; but it isoblcurc and fee- 
hie, and moreover, mixed with fuch a mals of 
error, as alm»>ft entirely to hinder its optraiion 
on the min<l, and prevent its tendency to pro- 
duce a virtuous coniluifl; To that they may ftill be 
faid to be alinofl ** Alheifts, and without hope in 
the world/M'or there is in reality very litilc ilifff r- 
encea5 to virtuous effefts on the heart and I. fc. be- 
tween not believing chac there is a God at all, ( were 



Digitized by 



Google 



fuch a pitch of athcifm poflihlcj and believing him 
xn be fomeihing totally dirtVrcnt from wh.«t he is. 
The meagre fpccimens of chriHianity which the 
Malays and Javancfe have commonly feen difplaycd 
by thofc who call themftl vcs the followers ot Chrifl, 
have nor fended lo pr<»duce rcxercnce for the lys- 
teni. Theah«»min:iblc iilolatries of the Church of 
Ri)me, the idle and onentatioiis tiumprry of ce • 
rcmonv that attends hermaffis, proCclTions, fune- 
rjl5. &c. rxcie in Mahometans, the dceprll dis- 
pufl; anil lead them to think with abhorrence of 
that noble fvflcm, of which thofe abfurdities arc 
but the unhdlowcd appcndagrs. Nor has the 
cofuiinfl of ProiethuKs had a better cff. cl upon 
tlum. 'rh(.u^h the Prorelhmt rchj^ion be free 
from the abfurdities which attach theinfelves to the 
Caihi lie, yet the practice of is adhercnis, has hern 
equally injuric us to the caufc of truth, ami equally 
tended ro harden the hearts of Mahometans agiinfl 
the Gofpcl. The total neglcclof all religion which 
prevails too generally among the Pi<»te(laius of 
thefe colonies; and the public and bare faced pro- 
f» nation of the fabbaih by both Catholics and 
Protcrtants; the avaiice, lying, and cozening 
which appear in carrjii^ on commerce* the 
dfunkennefs, lt)ofc morals, and hardiufs of heart 
towards flaves, w hich have at times been manifefled 
by the proftflors of the Gofpcl, — have fletlcd the 
Muflulman's foul againft Chriftianiry. He has 
fcarccly ever feen its excellencies difplayed; hence 
he conceives that it has none. He cannot think 
well of a fvftem, the adherents of which, pay fo lit- 
tle regard to Gild, to truth, and to duty. Thefe 
rcmaiks (hew both the necedity of attempting the 
converfion of the Malays, and the difficulty of the 
talk. But as chriftian duty ought not to vary 
with human opinions^ fo neither ought Chriftiaii 
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teal t4» be impeded by difRculties. The ;irdorand 
liberality of chriiHans in the prefcnt a^e. Teem to 
acquire ftren^th and expanfion from impediments; 
hence (here is no feur, that the former will fub- 
fi !e or the lartcr contr.ift, by a full llatement ot the 
tcmI condition, the llrong prejudices, and the deep 
depravfry ota4)cople to whom the Gofpcl is fenr. 
It w^« above dated, (fee fecfl. 13, p^jjc 138) 
thnt MilFi inirics to fettle among the Malavs, were 
exprcle 1. Acc«>r<lingly on 17th Sept. 1815, the 
frmc year i'l which the Chinefc Mi(]i;)n was be- 
^u 1, the Rev. C. H. Thoinfen, (originally from 
H Jllcin, in L> vcr SaXiinyJ with Mrs. T. landed 
at MiIkci, to betiin th.' gi»od work among the 
Md.iys Mr. V 's time during the remaining p.iic 
of the ycir wis fpent in afTiJuous application to 
the llu Iv of the language, and in making prepara- 
tions-tor a fchool, which he began the year fol- 
lowing. Ah his acquaintance with th^ language, 
and intercom fe with the people, increafed, he con- 
ceived that a vcrlion the Scriptures in a plainer 
flyle, and more purely Malay, than that which 
was re- printing at Bengal, would greatly facilitate 
the communication of chrillian truth to the peo- 
ple. That highly rcfpeiftibic verllon, originally 
executed by Dutch Clergymen, abounds witli 
numerous Arabic words; Portuguefe words arc 
alfo found in it; and it is generally written in 
what is called by the Dutch, the •* />/f6 Malay;** 
hence it is not fo eafily underllood by common 
readers. Thcfe confiderations induced Mr. T. to 
form the rcfolution of attempting a tranflation of 
tt leaft part of the New Tcllament, in a (impler 
(tyle, as foon as his attainments in the language 
Ihould enable him to undertake it. 

In the clofe of the year, the Uaragangei* Mission 
Library was begun. The advantages of public 
libraries, arc fufficicntly known to be ap^^rcciated. 

Y 
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In foreign Countries where European books arc 
not enfily procurable, a good library is an inva-i 
luable treafurc. Where a few Mrllionaries labor 
tojrether on the fame place, they cannot he badly 
oft* for fujh woiks as lie molt in their own wayj 
When thrir labor calls chcin to fcparatc, each one 
requires his own library with hini; hence. the 
neceiruy of a public general one, to which all may 
ha\c acccfs when near, but over which no indivi- 
dual c:\\\ have control. In a Ifation at' which there 
is a view to ellablilh a public Seminary, a large 
coiioclion of books in ail languacrrs, and on all 
jui iccts, is necclTaiy. There, the beO works on 
all the diiicrent deparcnicnts of theology, litera- 
ture, icience, and hillory ought to be colleCled. 
Native books, or thofc written in the vernacular 
tongues are of peculiar importance. They fiiould 
be principally fought after; and no means left un- 
tried to prpcurc a full fupplv; becaufc Milfionary 
objccl:s cannot be accomplilhed without a know. 
ledge of the languages, and that knowledge cannot 
be fully attained without books, written by the 
learned n^en of the counirv. 

In regird to ufcful objidts, it does no^ feem ne- 
celFary to wait till a large colledion of materials 
be made before, they be begun. The con- 
viction of their utility being once firnily fixed 
in the mind, let them be attempted in depen- 
dence on divine providence, and on the CD-opera- 
tion of thofc men to whom they approve ihem- 
fclves. If they be elTeritially connected with the 
improvement arid happinefs of bu; a fmail portion 
ofnutnkini, they will ulcimaicly profper, howevei* 
un(M*orn>fiMg in their liril llanes. The Ultra- 
giniics Million Librarv was hegui) with only abniu 
ten Andl volumes of European books, and a very 
fevv of Ciunrfe. It was hoped the number would 
lacrcafe. which Lope has not been difappointcd. 
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A ^^rntit cf land to the Mission cb^^infa — Ma!riy nnd 
h.no t.^b scborA — Ulnrss and death cf Mrs, Tbon^ 
Sfn — ,/ new Chinese school oT^ififd — // cuteihism jor 
ycuih Civt^osrd — Trutls and iransUt ions — Baptism 
of a (^htnfse^^ Pi tilting press estai?!ished — /I:s:i^ 
la'ue received from the Bi'fe und I rjH SoctetiiS — 
Mt. Morrison* s yourney to Peking, i^c. 

rp 

* Ht MilTion at Malacca was for the firft year, 
without any land of its own, on which to crcft 
fuch buildings as were nccclfary for iheaccommo- 
d.uion of the Miffionaries, and for the execution 
of rlic various labors in which they were engaged. 
It was therefore conlidered advifcable, that an ap- 
plication (hould be made to the Government of 
Penanjr, requeuing a grant of land. In January, 
i8i6, Mr. M. went to that ifland, and by the ad- 
vice of fome friends, prefented a memorial to the 
Honorable the Governor in Council, foliciting a 
grant of* land to the Midion at Malacca; permis- 
sion to eft;<bli(li a printing prefs ; and the privi- 
lege oPfree palFages in cruizing veflels under the 
orders of Government, for the Members of the 
Ultra-ganges MilTion.t, to fuch parts of the Archi- 
pelago, as the Cfuizcrs Ihould be vifiting, and the 
labors of the MilRonarics require them to go. The 
following is an extrad from the anfwer of ihc 
Government: 

- •• I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter to the addrefs of the Honorable the 
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Governor in Council, which, having hern fun-* 
mitted to his conlidcrarion, he is plcafcd to cx- 
prefs his warm and cordial approbation of the be- 
nevolent objects in view, and difpofrd to afford 
the Countenance and fupport of Gv'VcrnmcnC 
thereto. 

** The Governor in Council has therefore pleafure 
in complying, as far as he is enabled to do^ wixh the 
feveral applications conveyed in your letter, and 
although the expeded rcltoration of the feitUincnr 
of Mal«icca to the Soverei{;n of tlic Nf fhnlands, 
puts it out of his power now to make any aliena- 
tion of any part of the lairds, he has ioHrucled the 
Refident at Malacca to allot to the Million a pi( ce 
of wade ground, under a conditional grant, the 
confirmation of which or othcrwifc muft of courfe 
depend upon the Dutch Government. The Go- 
vernor in Council at the fame time, indulges a 
hope, that the laudable and pious objedls t)f the 
Miflion will appear to the future Government of 
Malacca, not lefs than they do to himfelf, deferv- 
ing of every liberal encouragement; and he will 
not fail in the event of the reiloration of that fct- 
tlemenr, to bring under the particular notice of the 
new authorities, this conditional grant, and the 
objeds for which it has been granted. 

'*The Governor in Council accedes to the other 
requefts preferred by you, and will give direcflions, 
that the cruizers under the orders of this Govern- 
ment, Ihall afford every accommodation to your- 
felf and the brethren of the Miflion, that the fer. 
vice on which they may be employed will admit. 

** The requcll to ellablilh a printing prefs at Ma* 
lacca for printing in the native languages, is alfo 
acceded to, and the Governor in Council in con- 
clufion, delires to exprcfs his wilhes for the fuc. 
ccfs of the objeds of the Miflion/' 
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_ Here Tt is proper ro i^cknowlodgc rlie ohligntions 
tmdcr which thefe Millions h;ivc been l:ihi, by the 
larc Honorable VV Pctrir, G«»vcrnor of Pcnanp, 
and his ruccclfor the Honnrable Col. Bannciman, 
r'»gether with the Honorablr ihr Meinbtrs of 
(Ztuincil, for rhc kindncfs manifrfttd in the inrtancc 
under ponlidcration, and in various rubfcqucnt in* 
ftincrs: a conlial reiulinrfs has tvtr been {hr\v»i 
by that G«»vcrnnicnt, to promote our cbj* cts both 
at Pcfian^ and Malacca, whic \ nhilc it dcnuniis 
our grateful Hiinks, ought to llinuilate us to pur* 
luc our work uitli incrcafinp ardor ;ind prudence. 

U':.!!f ar rhi^ \^r^'\] 'cncy, Mr. M. had many op* 
poriuniiics of ciicidating the Scriptures and traces 
amcy.ig t^^c Chlntfe; anil rx|)ericnced much po, 
lircncls rr«*m Major Mclnnts, the Rev. Mr. 
Hiicchingc, the Clergyman, W. Scotr, Elq. and 
o.hcr Ef^glifli Gentlemen, to whom his acknow- 
ledgments ate julHy due. 

After returning frotn Penang, it was found or\ 
inqtiiry that the Government pofleffld no land in 
the immediate vicinicy of Malacca. A fpot at Sr. 
Jtihn*^ Hill was accordingly granted; but, bcin-j 
at a confiderable dirtancc from town, it was fug. 
gertcd by Dr. Chalmers and John MacalilK r, Elq. 
that an attempt to exchange it with one of fmalkr 
dimenGons and more convenient f<»r our purpofcs, 
Hiould be made. By the allillar.cc and counfcl of 
ihefe genii men, an exchange was made with 
^lamde /imat Saib, for the premifes at the weftrrn 
gate of the town of Malacca, on which the Mis. 
lion now Hands. Si.vctt bundrrd Spanish dolman 
( L. 200J together with the ground at Sr. John's 
Hill, were given him in lieu of his properrv; and 
in order fully to fecurehis premifes to the Miffion, 
on the one hand, and to pi event hipi from being 
alofer by f ucuic uncertainties on the other, it was 
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further (lipulatcd that, in tafc of the Dutch 60- 
vcrninciu's refufiiig, at the cxpeclcd transfer of 
the fcttlrmcnr, to confirm the jjranc of land con- 
ditionally made to the Milfion by the Pcnang Go- 
ve rnmcnt, (a thin}; which uas not however antici- 
pated) — in this cafe it was Hipulatcd, that the Mis-» 
liiin fliould pav to him the fum at which the ground 
at St. John's Hill was valued in the ajjreement. 

This year Mr. Thomfcn began a Mulav and 
l\i:vlish :^chooi which promifed very favorably. Bur, 
fti confeqiicncc of the procradled and complicated 
illiiefs of Mrs. Thomfcn, a fca voyage was ren- 
cUrcd ncccfTary; and the fchool, with the other 
(lepnrnrients ^f the Malay branch of the Million at 
Malacca, were neceflarily put a (lop to, and fuf- 
fcred a long interinillion of more than fifteen 
months. Mr. and Mrs. T. left Malacca 12th 
Sept. and went to Java; but as flic derived no ad- 
vantage in regard to health in that place, they 
proceeded on to England But it pleafed the 
Sovercigit difpofcr of all things, to cut (horc the 
furt'crings of this pious and fpiritual-minded wo- 
man on the palFage. Onthe4ih Feb. 1817, (he died 
at fea, in the triumphs of Chriftian faith and hope, 
exclaiming: — *' I am happ) ! — I am happy ! come 
thou blclfed fpirit ! Oh ! come."* — Mrs. T. was a 
woman of a very tender and delicate conflitution ; 
eminently devoted to God; and " of a meek and 
quiet fpirit." Mr. T. proceeded to Englani and 
returned to Malacca again in December, 1817. 

From the very commencement of ihc Midion aj 
Malacca, an Englilh Ichool had been propofed for 
the children of the Chrirtians, which met the cor- 
dial approbation of the local Government. A 

* See an account of Mrs. Thomsen's death in the Indo- 
Chinese GleantT, No. 3, p. 7-- 
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FiouTcforchc purpofc W7\$ accord in j»Iy crrdcd at 
rhc cxpcnTc of rhc Confiftory of the Rrfnrnircl 
Church; aiul n^r;ins taken ro procure a tcaclxrr 
from M.uJras. But in the inreriin, ncv\$ amvnl 
that a fpeedy rransftr of Malacca to the Dutcli 
Government, mi^ht be expeded, which made the 
people more indil!erent about the Englilh Ian. 
Ruajrc. Hence the fchool houfc which had been 
erected for the children and youth of the Chris- 
liant. was (or a tijric employei' as a Chinefe fchool. 
During the f^ccdin^r vear, there \va% onlv one 
Chinefe fchool. Ir was tauj^ht in the Fokien dia- 
Ifcf, and the nun^ber of fcholars as above noticed, 
W.IS but (mall, not excecdinjj fixiren. At the 
commencement of this year, the number mcreafcd 
to 40. and in courfe of feveral months to about 57. 
The ufe of the new fchool was obliginglv granted 
for thcfc Fokien chddren. A fecond fchool, to be 
raught in the Canton dialed. b«gan with this year. 
The number o^ Canton people in Malacca is com- 
paratively fmall: hence 13 is the highell number 
ofbovs that has yet appeared on the lid of this 
fchool— it has often been much below that 
number. There were 23 on the li(i the firll year, 
fo that in both fchools their were eighty boys— 
about fifty. five formed the average of the daily 
attendants. 

In trying to impart religious inOrudion to the 
fcholars, the want of a catechifm written purpofe- 
ly for vcuftg perfons, xi^% fdt. The catechifm 
which they had been learning, was better fuited 
to grown perfons, and ihofe uhohad fome pre- 
vious knowledge of the chriftian f>nem. In the 
dole of 18:5, Mr. M. had begun a tranflation of 
Watts' Icrond catechifm with this view; but in 
reviewing it the following year, there appeared 
fomething wanting to render the inftrudion ex- 
actly fuited to the ftate of a pagan mind. Moft 
books written fur Chriftian youth, fuppofc more 
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knowlcdgeand fewer prcjudiccsthan wc find rxifting 
among hrarhcns of the fame age. There is alfo a 
ceriain fliffaefs almoft infeparablc from a mere 
rr.4nnaiion, whicii prevents the reader from pe- 
rufinjr it with that eafc and pleafurc which ihc 
perufal of an original compolirion might be ex- 
pert d to afFt»rd. In hooks for children, the 
diffi'ulrv of attaining fufficient phiinnefs and fim- 
plicity of ideas and of words, is very great; par- 
ticularly in a foreign and pagafi language, where 
many theological ferrn^, however fimplificd, will 
he neWj not to chiMren only, but alio to men of 
years and uJui».riUnding. Thefc conlideraiions 
induced Mr. M. to give up tlie idea of a mere 
tranflation of Watts* and to make it rather a kind 
of foundation tf> go upon — ufing tiic ideas where 
they fcemcd to be fuitahle, and adding, or paring 
off, as appearrd moft for edification. He com- 
pofeil and finiflied this liitle work, which was 
called •• the rotub's Catecbism,'* in the fpring 
and fummer of i8c6. A conlid<vable part of it 
was written in afflidlion, and under an imprc(rioa 
that it might probably be the lafr fervicc he fliould 
be permitted to attempt, for the inilruiilion of the 
Chinefe. This imprclTion, whicii fliould never 
be long abfenc from any Midionary's mind, led 
to a greater fulnefs of matter than was at firft 
intended: fo that it contains a fummary of the 
whole chriftian faith. It was printed (hortly af- 
ter, and ufed in the fchools; and alfo widely cir- 
culated along with the other tradls of the Million. 

Two new trads were written and printed in 
Chinefe this year: one called '* The strait Gate;'* 
the other, *' The Sin of Lying.** 

A tranfliition of the book of Deuteronomy^ un- 
dertaken at Mr. Morrifon's fuggertion, was com- 
pleted at Malacca in the month of July. It was 
fubfequenily revifed by Mr. Morriibn and the 
tranflaior, and printed, . . 
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Till now, no individual of the Chincfc, conncfl- 
cd wirh the Miffion at Malacca, had m.«nifcfted 
any fcrious wifh Co make a public profefRon of 
chriftianity. Some appeared to be at times im- 
prcfTed with what they heard and read; but none 
had courage or decilion to declare rhemfelves on 
the Lord^a fide. 

In courfe of the fummer of i8i6, a more than 
ufual attention to the truth, was obferved in a 
Chinefe employed as a printer to the MifRon. He 
profrflcd his determination to rake up his crofs 
and follow Chrill. Means were ufed to inform 
him more fully on the nature and qualifications 
of a true chriiiiin protcfTion. Frequent feafons of 
private convrrfation and prayer with him wrrc 
fixed on. The following extrad of Mr. M.'s 
Journal tor that year, rrlates to this perfon: 

•• Nov. 3. — 'a^batb. — At twelve o'clock this day 
I baptized, in the name of the adorable Trinity, 
Leang-kung-fah, whofc name has been already 
mentioned. The fcrvice was performed privately, 
in a room of the miffion-houfe. Care had been 
taken, by private convcrfation, inllrucflirin, and 
prayer, to prepare him for this facred ordinance: 
this had been continued for a confiderable time. 
Finding him ftill ftedfaft in his wilh to become a 
Chrirtian, I baptized him. The change produ- 
ced in his fentiments and conducfl is, I hope, the 
effecfl of Chriftian truth, and of that alone, — yet, 
who of mortals can "know the heart? Several 
fearching quedions were propofed to him in pri- 
vate; and anexercife fuited to the cafe of a heathen 
candidate forbaptifm, compofed and given to him 
to read and meditate upon. 

••He belongs to the province of Canton, is a sin- 
gle man, about 33 years of age, and has no rela- 
tives living, except a father and brother. He can 

2 
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read a plain book with eafe^ but has had only a 
common education; is of a ftcady characflcr, and 
frugal habits. His temper is not fi fociablc and 
engaging as that of many ocher Chinefe. He was 
formerly ftil? and obftinace^and occafionally tnni- 
blcfome. Of late there has been fcarci ly any 
thing of this kind to complain of. He caine with 
me from Canton, in April, 1815, to Milacca. He 
told me the other day, that he was employed in 
printing my " Treatise on the Ltfe 't Christ.** 
Whether he had been ferioufly imprrfTcd wiih ihc 
contents of that book, I am nor able to fay. 

*' With refptct to his U rnier life, hi- ohfcivcd: 
" I w;is never much given to idolatr\, and fcldom 
went to the temples. I fometimes prayed to- 
AvarJs heaven, but lived in carclefs i/idiHFerence. 
Although I rarely went to exctfs in fin; vet I 
have been occafionally guilty of drufikennefs and 
other kindred vices. Before I came hither, I 
knew not God; now I defirc to ferve him." He 
wiflicd to be baptized exaRly at twelve o\luck^ 
•* when," to v\{c his own words, '* the fiiadow in- 
clines neither the one way nor the other.*' What 
his view in fixing on that precife time was I can- 
not tell; but, I fuppofe, it arofc from the remains 
of that fuperllitious regard to ''times/* which 
prevails fo generally among the Chinefe. I told 
him, that God had nor difiinguiftied one hour 
fn^m another; and that he, as a difciple of 
Chrift, mufl in future regard every day and hour 
alike, except the Sabbath, which is ro be devoted 
fpecially to the fervicc of God. Aware that fome 
fuperftitious attachments may, for a confiderablc 
rime, hang about the firft converts from paganifm, 
and that it // in the churchy and under the crd mantes 
tt'ereof^ thit rhefc attachments arc to he entirely 
deftroyed, I did not think it advifcable to delay 
adminidcring the initiatory ordinance. 
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••Ac bapiifm, the following qucrtions were pro- 
pofcd to him, to which he anfwcrcd as below. 

" S^nestion i. Have you truly turned from idols, 
to worlliip and fcrve the living and true God, the 
creator of heaven and earth, and all things ? — ////- 
siv^r. — This is my heart's defirc. 

**^. 2. Do you know and feel that you are a fin« 
ftil creature, totally unable to f«ive yourfclf ? — A. 
I kn'»vv it. 

*• i(J. 3. D'l you reallv, from vour heart, believe 
that JoTms Clirirt is the Son of God. ani Saviour of 
the worlil; and do you trull in him alone for fal- 
varion? — // Thii is my heart's dclire. 

•• /^. 4. Do you expecl any worldly advantngr, 
prnfi'-, or j^ain, whatever, by your becoming 
a ChriOian? — //. None: I receive baptifm bc- 
caufe it is my duty. 

•' ^. 5. Do you refolve from this day till the day 
of your death, to live in obedience to all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of God; and in jjus- 
ticc and righteoufnefs of life before men .^ — //. 
This is my determination; but I fear my llrength 
is not equal to it. 

••On my part, the ordinance wasdifpcnfcd with 
mingled affcilion, jov, hope, and fear. May he 
be made fiichful unto death; and as he is the 
firfl fruits of this brnnch of the nnlfion, may an 
abundant harvefJ follow to the joy of the church, 
and the honour of Clirifl. 

•• Since his baprifm, fome private means have 
been ufcd to increafc his knowledge; to imprefs 
his heart more deeply; and to (Irengchen his faith." 

He and his inftrudtor met once a week for read- 
ing the Scriptures, convcrfation, and praver to- 
gether. On chofe occafions Leang-kung frih ufed 
to bring fuch palTi^es of Scripture, as in his pri- 
vate reading he could not ealily underftand, to 
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get them explained. Many important paragraphs 
were gone over in this way, as Mr. M. confider- 
ed that to fix his mind on the word of God itfclf, 
wasofvaniy more importance to vital and pradlical 
chriftianiry, than to employ the time in convcr- 
fation about the mere feelings and exercifes of 
the mind, although ihefc were not negledlcd in 
their proper place and mcafure. To make men 
well acquainted with the word of God, is the on- 
ly way to fill their minds with the materials by 
which alone the regeneration aiid funSlification 
of their own fouls can be effccfied; and by which 
alone they carv be really ufcful in turning other 
linners to God and holincfs. 

The eftabliflimcnt of a printing press ^ had been 
before contemplated, as an objedi of much im- 
portance, and refolved upon, as foon as circum- 
ftances would allow, (see above page 139, Res. 
7th.) Accordingly, in the fpring of this year, af- 
ter permiflion to eftablifh a prcfs had been ob- 
tained from' Government, the kind offices of a 
gentleman in Bengal, whofe name has already 
been mentioned, were engaged to procure founts 
of Englifh and Malay types, a printing prefs, 
with the neceflary apparatus, and workmen. In 
the month of November, thefc all arrived from 
Bengal; but a great difficulty arofe about the 
way of employing them to the bed advantage. 
Through fomc miftake, fix workmen were fent 
infiead of two, and their wages amounted to a 
confiderable fum. When the prefs was fcnt for, 
there were two Miffionaries laboring at Malacca, 
and preparations were making for beginning to 
print in Malay, as foon as it fhould arrive. But 
one of them, and the one engaged in the Malay 
department, was by divine providence removed 
from the ftation for a time, and the period of his 
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on an individual, who had for the time no- 
thing important to employ the pref* iip-Mi, and 
who had no knowledge of the way of minaijing a 
printing crtiiblithment to advantage. The \v<»rk. 
men had left their homes ct\ the fiith of being 
employed for a confiJrrable time; and jullicc 
required that thev (hould not be difmiflcd. It 
occurred to Mr. M. that, as roc Stfisnm'^y Svctriy 
had printed an edition of •• B.»j»ueVt ElFiv on tlie 
New Tcrtament" — and • DKldiidge's R.fe and 
Progrcfs of Religion in the Soul/* in French, for 
fale, or graruitout r rculation in Fimmcc, and on 
the Contuienc of Europe, — an ediuon ol the f.mic 
inelhrnihlc books might be priarcd in Englilh, 
and culicr fold, or given away gratis, among our 
fclli>w countrymen in the ealK Though the cx- 
penfe would doubtlefs, confidcrably furp.ifs the 
proceeds of thcfale, yet it appeared the only way 
of em. loving the men for the time. It was alio 
coniidered that though there miu;ht be fume pe- 
cuniary lofs, yet the Circulation of the great maff 
of important truth, contained in thcfe publica- 
iions^ might do good to the fouls of men, in 
which cafe their eternal gain would infimrcly 
counterbalance a pecuniary l4>fs. iVIiny young 
men come from England to thefc countries, boch 
in the land and lea fervice, either before their 
minds are eftablilhed in ciic truth, or after they 
arc corrupted by infidelity and vice. Parental 
and palloral inltruclions, adminiftwred periia(:s 
with a careful hand, weeping eyes, and a bleeding 
heart, arc often lofl, or apparently fo, in the con- 
tagion of vice which reigns around the young 
man when he comes to the call. Eveiy welU 
wilher to his foul, muft be desirous of having 
fumeufeful book to put into his hand, which may 
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throiighrhedivincblt (Iing,chcrifh the principIej(of 
pifty planted in his heart in early life; which may 
be his *'• vade nrK-cum/' while he 5' plows the track- 
lefs waves:" or his companion in the camp; or 
his confolation in folirude, fickncfs, and death— 
and perhaps alfo the means of awakening in his 
breaft, a train of reflefti«>ns which may ultimately 
Hfue in repentance, fiith, holinef^ and eternal 
life. When a young military man, or a young 
manengigedin the fea-faringline, palHs a fcaport, • 
ic never tails to afford a religious pleafure to a 
g.ind man, to be able to put fome highly and ge- 
nerally efteemed Chriftian book into his hands* 
Ci>» fiderati(»ns of this nature led to the printing 
of •* Boguc's Eiray/* and ''Doddridge's Rife" at 
Malacca; fome copies were fubfcribed for, fome 
purchafed by a benevolent gentleman, who wiflied 
to give them to his young friends, iomc placed 
for falc in different parts of India, and a greater 
^part put into the hands of Miflionaries in various 
ftations, for gratuitous dillribution to proper per- 
fons. There are perhaps few modern books of 
human compofition, read with more univerfal 
and deferved acceptance, or better calculated to 
do good to mankind, than the two here noticed. 

Another grant of L. i,ooo, was this year re- 
ceived from the Brtttjb and Foreign Btble Society^ 
toadirt in printing the !2mo. edition of the New- 
Tcftamcnt which had been before determined on. 

It ought to have been noticed in a preceding 
fcclion, that in confcquence of an application 
to *• Ihe !<eltgtr.us 7raSl doctet\\'* a fum of L. 300 
\^ as voted for the purpofc of allifting the Chinefc 
Mifllon in printing, and circulating religious 
trads in the Chinefe language. A fecond grant 
of L. 400 was fubfequently received from the 
fame Society, and for the fame purpofes. Great 
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are our obligations to that mod ufcful Innitufion; 
and great \$ the necclTity that exilh, in^thefe pa- 
mn Uncis, for the exercife of its bcncficciue. 
Tracts ire foon read through, an J ea lily carried about 
with one. Several hundreds of different forts ancl 
on diflfercnt fu^jecls, may with facility be pa< keil 
up in a very fmill compafs. — They admit <»f 
greater famlliarirv of diclion and a n^orc diffule 
ftyle, than is b^ firting the mijclHc fublimity <if 
the facred otacles thcmfclvcs. They may becir- 
cularect more wileiv than the ficrcd Scriptures 
Cdn, If we calculate either the price, «r the pcr- 
J'>ns capable of dcrivint^ pr»)fit from reli^inui 
books amont; the Chincfc, wc Ihall find that ft/:y 
rrncis may be given awav for um New TcUament. 
Ti^.us fi'fy penotis may be made acquainted with at 
Icalt cftf important truth, for the expcnfe of one 
Tcltament. A Miilionary in his itinerant labors 
among the he.itht-n, can carry a hundred trails 
in his hand; and he wdl ever find great fati^fic- 
tit>n in Iravit'.g an appropriate one in the houfe 
wherehehas been vifiring; orby puttingonc incothc 
hands of thofe with whom he has been convcrling; 
or by ilropping one on the high-wav, where it is 
likely to be taken up by fome p*fling (Iranger; 
or by reading and explaining one to thofe that 
are inclined to hear. A tracl may be enclofed in 
a letter, and fent into a perfccuting country with- 
out much rifk of difcovery. Several have been 
actually fcnt into China in this way. Thefc 
ihin«^5 flicw the high importance of the Traifl 
S;ciciy,and how powerful an auxiliaiy it mnv be- 
come, in the convcrfiijn o» the heathen to ChrilK 
Indee i ir !ioI Is the third rank in point of utility 
i»mon|L^ ti^.ofc fjcictics whicl: <:onilitute the glory 
of Ciaiileiulom. ALa^of/irv ^)i ctif ft ir\u(\ ever be 
confiJcrcd as entitled to the full place, ac leall in 
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as far as the heathen are concerned; in as much 
as without their agents, tranflations of the Scrip- 
tures arc not likely to be extenfively made, nor 
trads written. Next in order comes the Bible So* 
rietv, that mighty agent of divine providence f>r 
uniting the energies of the chriftian public, and 
to which almoft every Protellant Million in the 
known world is indebted. The fra/^i Stcietj is the 
laft of this facred triad, and though in fome res- 
pedis it holds a lower place than the other two, 
in others, its utility is more immediate, extenfive 
and apparent, than that of thcir's. Nothing is 
farther fr(»m the writer's mind than a with to ex- 
cite a diflionorable rivalfliip among thofe noble 
Inftitutinns, which 'v^ ill doubtlefs by their united 
efforts, in courfc of time, make true religion to 
furround the globe on which we dwell; and 
extend the boundaries of the Chriftian Church, 
as widely as the habitations of men. But it is 
right that each Inftirution fhould have 'xx% due 
honor, and we ought to know in what parti- 
cular each excels, and how they all unite to 
promote the great caufe of truth and righte- 
oufnefs in the earth. May heaven continue to 
fmiic on them all — and may *' the joy of the 
Holy Gholl," dwell abundantly in the hearts of 
thofe who dirfdl their concerns. 

The Miflion at M.dacca experienced two be- 
reavments this year; one of a ftill-born fon of 
Mr. T. in the fpring; the other, of David Milne, 
who died on the ^jth of May, two days after his 
birth. 

On the 7th July, fi8i6,) Mr. Morrifon left 
Macao in the fuitcof Lord Amherft, Britifti Em- 
baflPador to the Court of Peking. They went up 
the Yellow Sea, arrived at the palace of 7/i«i- 
tfiipig^yurn on the 29th Augult^ and the Embas- 
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fy havinjj failed, thcjr returned by land to Cin- 
Con, ac which pl.ice t'lcy arrivetl on the ift J^- 
nu«rv, 1817. This journey alFordcd a little relax- 
ation to i;im, which was very neceflary after nine 
years clofo and incetlant (ludy. His health was 
much impr«»ved; conndcrable hiilorical inform- 
ation of a I >cal kind, wai obtaineil g and many 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with the 
various fpolcen dialetfb which prevail through 
the cou-Ury, prefcnted themfclves in coiirfeof the 
trip. He wrote a Ihirt Memoir of the EmbaflTy, 
which it is hoped, he will yet publifh, accompa- 
nied with copious notes, literary and hillorical. 
Bv-fidcs tracing the failure of that important po* 
lirical million to its real cauTs, (wiiich may be 
fiippofed to have been done, at Icafl in part, by 
thole who have already written on thr fubjcct,) 
his perfonal knowledge of Chinefe Literature 
would enahle him to add miny intcrefting illus^ 
Cracions of mtnncrs, cu^loniii, and opinions, both 
ancient and modern, which cannot be expedled 
fr.'*n thofe w!m hive no knowledge of the ian- 
gui^e, however well they may write in other res- 
pcili. This miy be farther urged on his atten- 
Cioii^ from the conftderation that, by entering in 
pretty fully into the more important illu(trations» 
and aCwOinpanyinv^ the notes with copious and ap- 
propriate quotations, in the Chinefe chara(fler, (a 
tranflition of which however for the fake of the 
general reader, would be required) — much bene- 
fit to his fellow. I iboreri in the Chinefe Miflion, 
and to foreign ftulcnts of Chinefe, would be like- 
ly to accrue. Tiie fie«My, and efpecially the mo- 
de: n praclicr of ihe C imcfe Government, not be- 
ing drtailcd in the b loks which the Oudent reads» 
he mult remiin ign<»ra it of the fame, and be con-- 
lent to iearii what C'lina was feveral hundred 

A a 
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yrars bnck. Something to illudratc modern Chi- 
na« is quite a desideratum^ and it could he vcrf 
w^ll appended to, or blended with, this Memoir. 
The ^%riter trufts, that the author may be in- 
duced to re-consider the fubjcft, and gratify i\\< 
widies of a large circle of friends, by bringing the 
Memoir ft»rth to light. 

While abfcnt at Pckinp, Mr. Morrifon's vo- 
lume of Dialogues, Chinefeand Englifli, was print* 
ed, under the fuperintendencc of J imcs Banner- 
man, Efq. a gentleman belonging to the Britifli * 
Fadtory. 
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SECTION XVL 



BufUitgs ere^rd — New Testamitit refriniid^^hdfi^ 
(.btnese Gleaner begun — Mr. Medhurst*s arrival--^ 
Mrs, Milne*s iUiiess, and voyage to China — soon 
followed th'uber by her husband — -Translations — Ex^ 
fosition of the Lora*s prayer — Assistance received 
from America — Mr. Mcrrtson*s publications. /If^ 
riialof five Breth'^en — Death of Mrs. Miine — Mis^ 
sion 4/ Fenang and Java begun, (sic. 

'n January, i8i7» a row of buildings on the right 
fide of c garden, in which were a printing office, 
paper ftore, and various rooms for the accommo- 
darion of the people employed in the fervice of 
the Midion, was completed. The building, which 
was begun in iSi6, is ftrong, and having many 
doors and windows, is well adapted for ufcfiil 
purpofes; ic is well ventilated, and capable of 
being divided into many fmall but commodious 
apartments, in each of which an individual, on 
the plan of the natives, could live in a very com« 
fortable manner. Should the obje<fls fo far pros- 
per, as to bring a few native (ludents under the 
fupcrintendence of the Miffion, they will be com- 
fortably accommodated in fuch parts of thefc as 
can be fpared from the printing. This was in 
eye when the plan was formed. 

The proximity of our premifcs to the fca, and 
the daily inroads which that potent element 
makes on the eaft fide of the ftraits of Malacca, 
made it neceflfary to conftruct a (Irong fence in 
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front of the Miflion Houfc. A ftonc wnll, run- 
ning acrofs all rhe brcradch of the premifcs. was 
crcdlcd on the beach in rhe fiimmcr ofiSib, un- 
der the fuperintendencc of Mr. Thomfcn, prcvi- 
ouflv to his departure to England 

The difficulty of printing chrifti.in hooks in 
China, had great influence in determining the 
minds of the Milfionarics, to feck a quiet retreat at 
fomc little dilhince, whrrc the Scriptures and 
other booki could be printed w irh< ut Tunj-cf^in^ 
them to the conilant K-ar of intrrruprion. Tiiat 
quiet retreat was now i»bcaineJ; and in (^rder to 
take an earlv advantagr therrcf, a larg.« fnpply of 
paper, woik men, &c. w.i^ lent to Malacca in 
couifc of the fpring of 1817, r«> print the duo- 
decimo edition of i he Nrw '1\ iVament. The rrans- 
latiow had been revilVd by rht* tranflaior himfrif, 
and the block? prepared in China. An unforiu 
nate occurrence occafioncil the principal part of 
the blocks to be dcftruycd; and there was n») re- 
fource but to go to the expenfc of having a mw 
fct prepared. When the pap'^r, blocks, and woik- 
men came, the new range of houfis, was found in- 
fufficient, being already pretty vicll filled, with the 
prcfs, printers, Chinefe teachers, &c. A fecond 
range was accoroingly built on the oppofite fide, 
fronting the other; and as foon as ready, the pa- 
per, &w. placed therein. This range was built 
much on the fame plan with the fortner, and may 
be appropriated either to the purp'>re.s of bufincfs, 
or for the habitation of natives employed on the 
crtablifhmenc. But more rha i a h lU %>f thefe houf s 
was built on a flightor fcai \ han thofe firlt ertcS- 
ed. Thofe were all of g.od, fiicing, brick walls, 
and tiled; but more thaii^ a haif of thtfe, was 
built of the bark of a tr^r, an J covered with reed. 
The reafun of this was, parti) from narrow lunds. 
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a^nd p^rtW from an idea that, after rhr New .Vmi 
OI«l T iKifiK'ni fh'>tilvl be n»-iiueil, f • minv h<»u'ra 
woultl not be nectlfury. The birk hoiif^^, were 
alio fPriile x^idrrihaii the lulu r«, that .hiy ir»itr|ic 
anfw-r f^r fcho^N. A^ the p rfi-iu timr, (July, 
1319J b«uh raf^gra are quite lull, and ipnre will 
vcrv likely be rruiiirevl. The fimeycar, a wall if 
brick was ra»fr<i alonjr p^rt of one (itie or ihr 
premife?!; md the buck part of the ground, h*- 
hind uhere the pardrn now is, was partly cleared 
ot briithwood and ufelefs trees, which oNlhudl il 
the ctirrrnt of air and made the lltuation I* f< 
healthy; but not fufficirntly cleared to rriuiir rhe 
place cither ufcfiil or conifortable: that whs ai> af- 
ter wot k which Mr. Thomfen luperintrrd* d ttn 
his return from Eur.>pe, the following ytar, ul tn 
a wall round the back ol the premifes wa^ buih; 
the ground driined; the roots of trees taken 1 ut; 
a road made; a garden formrd; and the (oil uitg 
up. — This was a moft troublcfcme labor, and very 
expensive; but abf<»Iutely ncccflfary to r<ndrr the 
Midion property fafe from depredations, and the 
situation cuinlortable. What added to rhe diffi. 
culty of the work was, that the wall, having to 
pafs through a marfli, behoved to be built nn piles 
of wood, driven into the ground, whick were co- 
vercd with durable plank, after which the brit k 
work was put on. 

The size and cxpcnfe of thefe houfes, Halls, 
&c. are as follows: 

The range on ihc right side of the gardcr, 
114 feet by 16 — expenL dolls. 5^0. 

Tiie range on the: Ictt ;i.1r, buck part, 49 feet 
by 16— bark part, 54 by ;8 — exprnfe dolls 2^0. 

Sto'ic wall on the beach, hign iO feet, ling io, 
dulls. 260. 

-'— SubTqucnt rrpaiis rendered necifTirv by 
breaches made in it by ihc lea, aboui dolU* .oo. 
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: Wall on part of the righc fide of the garden^ 
h\p\\ 4^ feet, long 250, dulls. 40. ' • 

Wall round the back of the prcmifes, high 9J 
fccr, long 735, d<»lls. 763. 

Railing, (wood) in front, a:o feet long, dolls. 4a 

The fird expenfeonly is here calculated. Ic is 
indeed great, when we confidcr the limired na- 
ture c»f the Societ)*s funds; but it was laid out 
uith much economy, and in a way* that will prove 
of permanent utility to the ellablidiment. 

t\ Imall PbKioDiCAL Publication, in Englifli, 
h:id been contemplated for years, an»l it uas em- 
braced in the 8th Rcft)lution, relative to the 
Ultra-Gangcs Millions, (fee above pa^e 139.) 
The firll Number was publifhcd at Malacca, in 
May, 1817; and under great difadvantages, as 
the materials were very I'canty, not wcry inter- 
cfting, and moreover, put together by the Editor 
in a time of great family afflidion. It was called 
the Indo-Chinefc Gleaner, and has been conti- 
nued quarterly; but has not yet been able to pay 
itfelf. The original projecflors afterwards agreed 
that a trial (hould be maiic for at lead two or 
three years; that they (hould themfelves bear 
whatever lofs might for that time attend it; and 
that if a:^y profits (hould accrue, they (hould be 
devoted to fomc benevolent objeft. The fol- 
lowing extraft of a profpedus, publi(hed in 
the fpring of 1818, will (hew the dcfign and ob- 
jeds of this little work. 

, " Publi(hed at Malacca, every quarter, viz. in 
January, April, July, and Oclobcr, **Thb Indo-. 
Chinese Gleaner; containing various intclli- 
gence from China, and the neighbouring coun« 
tries; mifcellaneous notices relative to the His- 
tory, Philofophy, and Literature of the Indoi- 
Chinefe nations; tranflations from Chincfe, Ma- 
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lay, &c.; cflay^nn Rclif^tout Subjcifts; accnunfs 
of the progrcTs of Chrifti.in Million^ In Indi.i;^ und 
of thr ftitc of Chrilliiniry in pc^ncral. * 

•• Shorild anv prc»fi'$, afrrr clcarinir the cxpcnfc 
of paper, printing, anii poftjjrcs, rrful* fr im ihii 
publication, they arc ro be divided equally be- 
tween the f<>ll(»wing objr<fls : 
•• I. — The fund for widows and orphans or 

MiSSrOMARlKS B^.LOSGt^G TO THE ULTRA-* 

CA.vGvs MISSIONS, and for fuch nf their Brc' 
thrcn OH thi^ side the Cape of G »od H'pe, as 
fli.ill fuhfcribr to rh.ir Fund, and coninbute pa- 
pers to this PiiHIication 

•• 2. CHAKITfF.S AMONG THR H. ATHKN. — That is, 

to feed, clothe, and educate Inch heathen or- 
phans and po(»r children, as may be placed un- 
derthe care «»f the Ultra-Gances Missions; 
and to a(Till widows, the age«l, deaf, dumb, 
blind, and lime; and fuch other heathens, or 
converts fronnr among the heathen, as have- 
no relatives, or (Irengih to labor, or are per- 
fecuted, or otherwifc deprived of the ntcaru of 
fupport.** 

Like mod other of our labors, the Indo-Chincfe 
Gleaner is yet but in its inf nicy. C'»rrcfpon- 
dentsand contributors have hitherto been few. 
Ufrfulnefs is more its aim than excellence. To 
^hofc who wi(h ro collcdl authentic informitioa 
on fts principal topics, it will not be found un- 
worthy of their attention. Thofe who are ei- 
ther desirous, or qualified, to blame and criticiff, 
may find abundance of room. Little compare- 
lively, is ycc known of the fuhjccts \%hich fill- 
the mo(V of its pages. Such materials are fele<fl- 
ed,as arc likely to be interelling to the philnfo- 
pner, to the hiilorian, and cfpecially to the MifTion- 
ATjr* Common Ctirillun cdificaciun, though not 
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ovcr-lo«kcd, dn« not fo properly bclonjj to ict 
province, as to that of Ionic orhrr Pcrioilicjl works* 
Ii rather aims to unfold the Ind »-Chinefe nitions 
to thofc who h:4vc little opportunity of knowing 
them, than to circulate £iirop:;an intelligence. 

As the number of corrcfptMidcnts in vartoiis 
parts ol' Lidia, is incrcasi ig, it is not perhapn pre- 
fuming too fir to cxpeCl thit the work will be- 
come intercding. Whether it will ever, in a pe- 
cu liary ooint of view, be of (Vrvicc to the bcne« 
volcnt objeds which are to Ourc its profits, it a 
probl-m. The number of Englilh readers on 
thiji side of Luiia is fmall, and the fending of the 
woik to other parts, efpcciiilly to Europe, is at- 
tended with fome exp^^nfe and uncertainry. But 
ill )uld it never be able to d > more ihrui pay its 
own expenfe, it may neverthekfs be ferviccablc 
to MiiHonaries, and to the caufe of knowledge in 
general, to continue the publication thereof. Im- 
portant qucHions may be difcufTcd. Ufefnl es. 
says will now and then appear. Hints of Aliaiic 
and European intelligence, will be animating and 
inftruclivc to rhofe who arc much (hut out trom 
foreign communications. To a body of men 
whofe views are united in what regards the 
truth and its propagation among mankind^ fome 
common medium to the public, is defirablc. Our 
diftance from Europe, renders our intcrcourfe 
with it feUiom and precarious. Periodical pub- 
lications are calculated to excite the mind to pro« 
finbic rcflcdion. In the intelledtuul waftes which 
Miflionaries generally inhabit, thought ruftj; 
mental energy languiihes; and fcnriinent, des- 
titute of ihe neccflary fupport, dcgen'.rates. Whtn 
a Periodical publication combines (as it is. hoped 
this will) religion and philofophy, literature and 
hiHory, there is fomcttiing for minds of various 



Digitized by 



Google 



'93 

moulilt; romcthing^to inform the qnderdanding; 
fomrthing to roufc the dormant feclingst feme- 
thing to awaken caution; fomethingto encourage 
lin^ui(hing hope; fomething to excite benevo- 
lent fvmpathies; fomcthing to draw out fervenc 
prayer to God. cordial thanks for hit bleflings. 
adive zeal in his caufe, and ardent love to all 
his children. M ifliiinaries have but little time 
for letter writing, and yet theycannot do well with- 
out it. When they write to their brethren arountf^ 
they muft i>f ncccfliry write the fame things over 
and over again; now, by uniting in the fupport of a 
periodical publication^ the mod interefting things 
(fit for the public eye) which occur to them, in 
their families, (Nation, and labors, would^ by once 
writings Bnd an eafy and expeditious commu- 
nication through its medium. Thus, while 
edification would be promoted^ time would alfo 
be faved. While fraternal intercourfe would be 
maintained, the peculiar fentiments of the hea- 
then would be alfo unfolded. While each would 
read with intercd and profit his brother's com* 
munication, the labor and refearch, the ftudy 
of native books and manners, necefTary to pre- 
pare his own quota f >r the general good, would 
be of the greatcft pofllble fcrvice to himfelf. 
Taking all thefe things into conlideration, a fmall 
pecuniary lofs ((hould that be inevitable) may 
be undergone for the fake of conrinuihg a work 
which maVi by increafed communications, be 
made fo direAly ufeful to all concerned, and 
perhaps rendered intercfting to the public. Should 
the loft be too heavy for an individual or two^ 
if equally ihared by ten or twenty, it would not 
be much felt; and perhaps, if neceflary, the Mis* 
tionary Society would afTid them. 

Bb 
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In the month of April this year, Mrs. Milne 
^'z% vifited with a moft ferious illnefs. On the 
7tfi, (lie was delivered of a daughter, whom it 
plcafed the Sovereign difpofer of all things, to 
remove by death, after a few days rrfidence on 
earth. She was baptized on the morning of the 
loth, nanied Sarah, and died about noon the fame 
day. This event bore hard on her mother. Fe- 
I vvcr almoft inftantaneoufly ensued^ and reduced 
1 her fo low that for a whole month, there was 
; fcarcely any hope of her life. But it pleafed Gid 
' fo far to reftorc her, as that (he wa$ able on the 
I ft of July to undertake a fca voyage. She ar- 
rived with the children, at Macao, on the 29th. 
Haying no a(riftant in the Miflion^ her hufband 
, could not at that time accompany her, notwith- 
flanding her extreme weakncfs and nerd of the 
i aids of affedion and friend(liip. How defirable is it 
that there (hould be in every Midion at leaft two 
rc(ident laborers. In cafe of heavy afflidion, one 
could for a time take charge of the whole, and the 
other, if the cafe urgently required it, attend his 
afflidled family. Thofc who fpeak and write as if 
they thought MilTionaries (hould make no efforts 
for the health, comfort, and refpedability of their 
faniilies, orto protrad their own lives, have learnt 
1 their notjons of relative life from the cant of 
' monaftic days, not from the Epiftles of St. Paul. 
In courfe of this fummer, two evening fcrvicei 
in Chinefe were begun in town, and continued 
about two months; after which they were in con- 
fcquence of Mr. M's departure given up, till the 
fummer of 1819, when they were recommenced 
by his colleague Some efforts were made,'Vafter 
the month of January this year, to keep op the 
Malay Mi(riun. Two imall trads compofed by 
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Mr. Thomrcn, were printed, and fomediftribut- 
ed. Occafional opponuniiiei were embraced 04 
convcrling. though in a very imperfcft manner, 
with children, (lives, and other Mahometans. 
No flrcfs however can be laid on thcfc feeble at- 
tempts. They proceeded from a wifli to continue 
fnm.nhing in the (hapc of Malay innruaion, till 
the return of him viho laid ihe fouudaiion of the 
Mission among this people. They were from the 
fame caufe as the other fcrvices interrupted, and 
at the fame time. 

Never was the weight of;hc establifliment at 
Malacca, fo fenfibly felt as at this time. Quite 
alone without any helper in the work; and ob- 
liged to part with his family, and 0ruggling with 
a load of labors and cares, far loo heavy for an 
enfeebled conilitution, Mr. M. hailed with un- 
fpeakable pleafure the arrival of a colleague, the 
Rev. Walter Henry Medhurft, who landed, with 
his family, at Malacca, on the 12th of June. 
Mr. Medhurft, who received his claflical edu- 
cation at St. Paul's School, founded by the cele- 
brated Dean Colet. came out from England by 
way of Madras, at which place he was detained 
for feveral month!!. He began his Chinefe flu- 
dies with leachablenefs offpirit, which never fails 
to fecure lefped and alTedion for a young man*t 
charadler. and to produce a cheerful readinefs in 
others to alTift him wherever they can; and he 
purfued them with a perfevering ardor which 
excited in the mind of his fcllow-fervant, the 
pleafing expcdation of his making good progrefs 
* as a Chinefe ftudcnt, and becoming at no very 
diftant. period, an ufcful co-adjutor in the Mis- 
sion;— an expcclition which has by no means been 
disappointed. His more immediate objefl was 
to fuperintcnJ the priming. 
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In about a month after Mr. Mcdhurfl's arrival. 
Mr. Milne departed for a feafon to China* partly 
for his own health, and partly on account of his 
affliifled partner, who had gone rhither a little be- 
fore. He left Malacca 9th Aiiguft, and landed 
in China on 3d Sept. — and did not return till 
the month of February following. During this 
lime, fomc of the labors of the Midion at Ma- 
lacca were necelFarily interrupted; while other 
things were carried on as well as the circum- 
ftances of the cafe would admit. The printing, 
the schools, and the general fuperintcndency of 
the wTiole devolved on Mr. Mcdhurft, who with his 
Chincfc (ludies, had a heavy burden on his (boul- 
ders. The regular morning worfliip was condud- 
td for part of the time, (i. e. till Mr. M. had 
corhmitted a form of prayer in Chinefe to me- 
mory) by a fober heathen, of good moral charac- 
ter, who read a portion of Scripture and a foim 
of prayer which had been compofcd fome time be- 
fore. The fame perfon alfo, r^aJ, on Sabbath and 
Thurfday evenings, pafTagrs out of the books and 
trafts already printed, to about the ufual number 
of hearers. This he did, it may be fuppofcd, ra- 
ther as a matter of obligation^ considering it a 
duty to his em|»loyers, than from rfai love to the 
truth; for though he has ever been Triendly, he 
has not yet fhewn any decided attachment to 
the Gbfpel of Chrift. He is a devoted fol- 
lower of Confucius^ whom he considers the pro- 
I to-type of all excellence, and the immaculate 
I teacher of myriads of ages! However, as . the 
efficacy of God*s word is not derived from .him 
who delivers it, and is not fufpendcd even on 
the faith of the teacher, cafes may occur 
when the fcrvices of fuch men as Ihis, may I 
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conceive, be employed in fomc parts of the Mis* 
aionary work, though it is by no nncans desirable, 
if pcrfons more railically qualified could be ob- 
tained — a thing often impodible in Mi(Ti<>nt oi 
only a few years (landing. If there be any cafe 
in which wrttirfi forms of di'voiion prove ufiful, 
(and I have no doubr, but there arc many J ^ is 
at che fird planting of the Gofpel among the 
heathen. Their minds are a pcrfcvfl void at 
it regards divine truth; to both the fpirit and 
mode of exprcllion proper for the duty of prayer, 
they are rtjually flranf^i r<, and mull be taught 
either by b«H)k, or by imitation of others. To 
confine then^ to forms of prayer, or to fuffcr 
them to fatiity ihemfj^ves with thcfe, would in 
my opinion, be doing them a fcrious injury; but 
yet in fuch cafes as the above, what fohcr-minded 
man would not rather fee a form of prayer read 
in the hearing of a few sinful and dependent crea- 
tures, than that they fliould be for weeks and 
months left without any ads of public worfliip 
aJdrelTcd to the Deity? 

Previoufly to his departure for China, Mr. M. 
had finifhed a tranOation of the book of Joshua; 
and while there he tranflated the book of Judges. 
An Exposition of the Lord's prayer, begun by 
weekly Lcdures in a fmall temple at Malacca, 
was Riled up and finifhed there: and a trad, on the 
Folly of Idolatry written, both of which have been 
since printed. Various opportunities offered for 
thediilribution of trads and of the holy Scriptures 
on the borders of that country, for whofc nu- 
merous inhabitants they are chiefly intended; but 
in doing any thing there, the urmofl caution and 
refcrvc were necefTary. Very little elfe of a Mis- 
sionary nature was done, the objcd of ihe visit 
being health and not labor. 
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As Mr. Morrifon and his colleague were 
thus in the Providence of God, brought together 
again for a few months, ic appeared desirable to 
make fome arrangements fiir their future proceed- 
ings. They had always considered a principle of 
§rder of the very Hr(l importance; and in as fir as 
their own labors were concerned, had ever obfcrv- 
cil it. Indeed, uiihouc fixed obj/ds an(i f>me ge- 
neral rules of purfuing them, the mod ardent Z;al 
uniteil to ihegreatilt diligence, cm tftVdl very 
litcle. They consiiicrcd that, while regulations (»f 
a Very minute kind, or over^Hrained explanations 
ofthemort liberal rules, prove vexatious, ami 
burdenfome impediments; a general plan, form- 
ed of a ffiu important and leading particulars, 
while it keeps the mind bent on one or tv%o pro- 
minent objects, fecures, at the fame lime, a li 
bcrty for every perfon concerned, to purfuc his 
own department of the work in his own way — on 
the contrary greatly promotes a good caufe. Being 
for the time the only M.(IiO!iaries, Mr. Medhurlt 
excepted, then known to them to be in the coun- 
try, and of confequence the majority, they in the 
month of Sept. 1817, drew out a few rcfolurions 
which related principally to themfelves; and to 
their brethren only, in as far as the latter fliould 
not consider their *• wishes attJronVfnUnce thwart^ 
ed^* by adopting the same. Thefc refolutions 
were signed on the 2d of November the same 
year, by the two Mtllionaries in quefUon, 
who denominated themfclves ** Tbe I^rovtsionat 
Committee of i'oe Uttra-Ganges Minifns/* intend- 
ing as foon as convenient, that a third or fourth 
perfon (hould be added to their number. Tnough 
the refolutions then formed were never intended 
jco meet the public eye, yc^, for fume particular 
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reafons, they are here fiibjoincd, verbatim^ and in 
their unfinillird ftate, together with a few expla- 
natory remarks. 

RSSOLUTIONS )DF THR PROVfSIOVAT. COMMITTKB OK THB 
ULTRA- GANGBS MISSlONfl. 

The folio winij ruli-s are intended to enable us to empioy 
in the best and most u<(rful manner, that discretionary pow- 
er which the Missionary Socikty has reposed in us. 
They form but part oi a more gtrneral and enlarged plan, 
and are drawn out in the present form for the purpose of 
ease in refrrrinif. They are not intended only or chirfly 
for our brethren who join us;-— they »ttect ourselves also, 
and in the fi.st place; though we consider them as applica- 
ble to all who are, or may be, (while these rules are in force) 
attached to these Missions. 

I.— We recommend that there beat Malacca, (or any 
other Station, where there shall he iwt» or more Mission- 
aries) a Public Table; but do not ur^e it, or if it exist, 
that every tterson should attend it. If circumstances should 
render tc difficuli for all the Members of the Mission family 
to meet at every meal, they mat once a day, or once a week. 
We consider it in general, as highly becomini?) where it can 
be attained without thwarting the wishes and convenience 
of individuals. 

II.— Ills deemed proper that those Missionaries who 
come to Malacca, not to remain there, but to go to the 
neighbouring countries, nfter training an acquaintance with 
the lantfuaire; it is deemed proper, that they fall in with the 
existing regulations of the Mission family, rather than in- 
sist on the formation of new ones, which may not be thought 
useful after their departure. 

111. — Considering how little acquaintance the Malays, as 
a people, have with letters, we recoirmend it to those of our 
brethren who come out as Malay Missionaries, to direct 
their more immediate attention to oral instruction, and the 
establishment of Schools; as we conceive that the extensive 
circulation of Books and Tracts among that people, would 
he of comparatively small present advantaire, for want of 
an ability to read. We do not say, that Books or Tracts 
<houid not be prepared aud circulated; but it is our opinion 
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that, in the present state of the Malays, oral instruction 
is of tirsl consideration. 

IV.— As the Chinese Mission constitutes the chief ob- 
ject oi the head Station, and as the concerns of the Malay 
Mission, cannot for a considerable time be extensive, we 
therefore think, that itersunal accommodations excepred, the 
chief part of the buildings ought tu be appropriated to the 
Chinese Mission. 

v.— -With respect to the religious exercises of the Mis- 
sion family, we think, ihey should he conducted chiefly by 
the senior Missionary, as the head of the family; because 
we conceive that he may be supposed to be better acquaint 
ed with the condition of the family, and to know, in gene- 
ral, better the portion of time which can be allotted to these 
exercises, without inierferipg with the regular labours of 
the establishment, his not nowever meant that this should 
be exclusive. It is suegrstcd as what we think in general 
a measure of order, edification, and propriny. 

VI.---VVe sugt^est that, if any profitable emoloyment for 
the Press should be offered, it be taken into due consider- 
ation at Malacca, and accepted, or not, accordingly. 

VII.-— The Gleaner shall be continued, and under the 
direction of its present Editor. 

VIII.™ We suggest that proper times be fixed uoon for 
the instruction of our junior brethren, in the native lan- 
guages, and, if necessary, in Theology, and any other branch 
of knowledjce which the circumstances and facilities of the 
Mission at Malacca, may admit of imparting. For this pur- 
pose, some approfiriate chamber in the Mission House, 
should be prepared, and the whole conducted with due or- 
der and reverence. 

N. B.-— The necessity of circumstances requires that the 
work of instruction, should, at least for the present, 
entirely devolve on the senior Missionary at Malacca. 

IX.— That as soon as capable, our junior brethren, (or 
one of them) take itinerating tours to Penang, Java, and 
other settlements, for the purpose of circulating the Holy 
Scriptures, Tracts, &c. and after a short time return again. 

X.— That we shall, both in Ciiina and at Malacca, pre- 
pare duplicates, (or at least abstracts) of our Journals and 
official letters to the Missionary Society, and send them 
for each other's information, and that the expense of pre- ' 
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parinfT tttch copies, duplicates or abstracts be incladed in 
iiie ffcne ral accounts of our several stations. 

XI —-That lor the year 1818, our accounts shall close on 
thr Isiof September; and correct duplicates be forwarded 
to Ci«iiiii« to br inserted in the general arcount. 

XI (. —That such buildings as are farther requisite for the 
hfad station*, be t-arried on. 

XMI.— -TnHi wiui rcriTHrd to our own labour^ we will en- 
deavour, in aHdititfn to what we have now in hand to corn- 
plere the translation of all ihac yet reinHin:i of the Old Tes* 
tamenr, ( tceordirg to the division tl.at has been made of ic 
between us) in <-our<e of the ensuing year (1818)— after 
whi( h we will enclmvour to ailopt some mean^ (either by 
nieciiiij^ logeihrr, or in some other way) of comf>^rint; our 
tr.-iii>l;iMonsy revisiitif and correcting them, in order to nub- 
liiiii ihe whole in whai we shail then deem the most useful 
form, 

XI v.- --That such parts of the Old Testament as are al- 
ready, or shall he at the clo^e <»f thi« year, translated, and 
revistd, be printed; and that, if ihey can be i»btained, work- 
men be hired in Ciiina for that purpose, and uken to Ma- 
lacca. 

XV.— We consider it as highly desirable to keep in view 
the important islands of Japan, to collect all possible in- 
formntion respecting ihem, and if ponsible, to prepare, by 
gradual steps, the way for a voyage, by some of uft, to that 
country at a future time; in order to attain some knowledge 
of the language, and to ascertain what alieraiions and mo- 
difications, tl\e Ciunese version of the Scriptures must un- 
derg<», before it can be useful in that country, or whether 
ao eutirely uew version may not be necessary. 

Robert Morrison. 
William Milns. 

Mrroherit of the Provisional Comnittee 
of the Ultra- Ganges MissioDi, 

Canton, China, Novbmbsr 2, ISIJ. 

additional RXSOLUTfONS PASSHD BT THR PROVISIONAL 
COMMITTBE Of THK ULTKA-OANGBS MISSIONS. 

1. — Rbsolvbd, that as a friend , has devoted 

the fttoi of 4|00U Spamtb dollars, for ike purpose of erect. 

Cc 
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ing at Malacca, a buildine of certain dimensions, to be 
called The Anglo ChisbseCollrgb; and to be employed 
for the purpose of cultivaiin^ the Chinese laniruaire, and for 
such oilier pur[)ose5, (Li'erary, Theological, and Piiiloso- 
phicaK) us are 5Pf(Mrte<l in the terms of his irrant— we, 
acting for the Missionary Socikty at this S a'ion. do, in 
aid i»f his h'-nevi.ieiiL vi. \vs. alit>t. in the iKiuie ol ihr Mis- 
sionary Socikty. a snot of irround, on tlie Ultra- 
Ganges Missions* prefuises at Malacca, for the sue of 
the said Colikc.b House ---And, as ihe ^aid fiieiid i^ives 
CONDlTiONAt.LY SO t on-idtr ihle a sum, for the purposes 
of j>rouiolin< 'he in err<»s of h^rra ur- and of chri>iiaiiity in 
these countries, we iiciate tmi'. for ihe Wflfare nf the Mis- 
si'-n, to g've. in the name of the Missionary Society, ihe 
said sp(»t of irrnii. d on r| e j'ame coini ion as he trives liic 
College Holsk itstlf. vz ih n ir the Collkge, shall ceisc 
to be eniploved tor th;- sr»ec.fi d iKirooses tnc n ioned in his 
grant, vve resolve, itiat ih'* site of the House, (vviih the 
House itself.) shall become the pr«»perrv of the Fund, 
called ** The Fund for Widows and Ohphans op thr 
Ultra- Ganges Missions," and shall be claimable by ihe 
Trustees liiereof. 

2. --Resolved, that Mr. MiLNK be charcr«*d with the su- 
perinteiidence of bnildini: the said College, and that he 
adi):>t the necessary measures for that purpose as soon at 
convenient. 

3.— Resolved, that the Indo Chinese Gleaner, be, for 
the present, carri d on at the joint expense of Messrs. 
Morrison and Milne, at d that whatever expense it may 
already have cost, be paid by them to the Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Resolved, that the-e three resolutions be referred to Mic 
Directors of the Missionary Society, for their consider- 
ation and sanction. 

4.-— Resolved, that as the condition of Missionaries in 
these countries, is generally such as to affiird them n(» pros- 
pect o( mtking provision, in case of death, for their sur- 
viving facnilie'^, anda-i no determinate provision has yet been 
made at home for this purpose, (which, it is hoped» will 
however be the case, as soon as the resources of our Society 
viixW admit) we con^idrr, that the solicitude which naturally 
arises from such a dta e of uncertainty, joined to a vast dii- 
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Unce from rcUtivc% and frequently to ill health, (ssnchiis 
greatly tends uiwraken iheir Kand-? in the service of ihe 
Ctuirche^; and to i)n»vc a tempticion to them, to <ihrink from 
dilTi.'uit uncitTfakini;*. in Dlact;^ «nd »iin?s wlifrc hr:iltn;ind 
Vvf mav he inii«n exooscd; aiid wh''n% in rasf ol the Missiona- 
ry*'* dt'ath. Ills family nii^rht be Ini wirhout those ruiional pro- 
btJ»ilrir"« :mi I imMiircfs of *• food and rHiinenl conveniLMit,*' 
wfiiirh II U rtie 'lii'y of everv dl<cii>le of Clirisr, to endeavour 
to secure for i.i* Uniily.--- (t is re st>|ve I, •viih a view ofai«l- 
iiit; 'o oiev.-iit thii sniici'tidf (i solicitude which cann<»f be 
r •n-ii'Tfii inir^-isoniblf.) fha» a Tun *. to be calli'd *• TilK 
F: '^D F'>ii Widows and Okpuans of tub d.rii\- 
(i\vr,Ks Ml'J^iONS," b- I 'fh-A-i ti rs' tnliilied; and ririt 
lUr S on of UH) S ..ihi h d.-ILt s. kindly < Hcred liy— — , 
HS a c'«»ni'n:*f»ce ncni «»r the Fund, be accepie I, and dcoo- 
51 fd Ml "\t h;i:.d< o» T lis ees. T lat we, hw\ 'lu)sr- of otir 
br-iloen, who Aould be fnti Ifd -o the betirti s of the ^^lid 
F mhI, dti c»Hiiri!oir«' n»»l Irss ("X'raordinMrv ci'^fS fxccultcl) 
ihaii iht? "^iiin of O e S i;inis:i Dollar pi-r ni-ns 'in. 

Tbit th»* Trn r-i for thr tim* to act nnivision ill\% be 
th<* ihrrr S-«^»'«r M^^^itm irie*, v'Z. ih'* R-wrfod Messrs. 
MoRiiisoM, MiL^B. ind Th^M^kn; vvih whom ic re%ts to 
draw no snch rrifnU i »n5 an<l ad ml snch mtasures, as may 
b»* defoied nr-mrr for ihe increa-^e and min.iee'ment of the 
Fun«l. Pnai ihi" rc^olurion be re<|)<»crfullv .submitted to 
ilir DiaBcroRs of thk Missionary SociErv, whose aid, 
bo ii a^ lo advice and cuntribuiions is begged and expected. 

Robert Morriso.v. 

W. MiLNB. 

Members of the Prrvisonal Committee, 
ol ihe Ultra Ganges Missions. 
China, January 2i, 1818. 

With refpcA to thcfc Rcfolutions the writer 
will rcmirk: 

I. The Rjfolutions fuppofc, that any number of 
men laboring among the heathen, who arc agreed 
on ccrcain general points, have a right to form 
rules and rcguUcioas for conducting (heir own 
Ubors. 
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1. They fuppofc that it is the duty of thofc 
i»rho have been longtft in the field of labor, to 
** recommend** and •* fngR^f^'* f'* tl)cir fellow- 
fervants, who arc junior in Mi(Ii<>nary fervice, 
fuch meafures as they conceive to he ufcful ei- 
ther to the general caufc, or to families and in- 
dividuals. 

3. They fuppofe that, in ordinary caf:-s, it is 
greatly for the bcntfir, of thcife who come out to 
join a Miflion already eOabliflud. to fall in with 
its general plans, for at lead fevcral year?, till ihry 
be better able from local knowledge, and an ac- 
quaintance with the language, to form a judg- 
ment for themfilves. 

4. The Rcfoluiions are founded on the fuppo- 
•ition, that a principle of subordination among a 
body of Miflionaries, is, to a certain extent, 
perfccflly confonant with the didlatcs of common 
fenfe; agreeable to the letter anil fpirit of the 
New Teltament; and that *its utility is confirmed 
by its almolV univerfal adoption in everv plan, 
where afTociated effort is necelFary — whether the 
objccls be political, commercial, literary, or re- 
ligious; or in other words, that ** the younger 
(in the fervice) (liould be fubjc<^ to the elder,** 
where matters oifaitb, prtvilege^ox iniefejl arc not 
Concerned. 

5. They fuppofe that, in every family, whether 
consisting of many or few perfons, one (hould be 
considered as the head, who (hould pofTcfs fome 
authority over its general movements. 

6. The Refolutions suppofethat, as the Mission 
at Malaccawas ortginally formed with an especial view 
to China^ and as the best substitute for an aSIual re^ 
sidfnce in chat ctuntry^ the conduit of all its affairs, 
ought, in conformity with this primary view» to 
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have a pre- eminent regard to Cbtna^ and ro other 
objefVs as collateral only. This fupposiiion is in 
perfcifV accordance with the firft itte.is of .1 fcttle- 
ment for the Chincfc in rhefc p^rts, fivcral.ear^ 
before the ftatioii ac Malacca was f«»rinoi; and 
with every ofHcial ftatement of its objeds to the 
public since. 

7. The Rcfohifions anricipa'e the formation of 
other Milfions, Malay, Chin ir, ftcc in the coun- 
trios aiound, and fuppofe tli.it no fmall advan- 
tages would accrue to fuch, fr *n\ cc»nsitlcrii]g Ma- 
lacca, or fomc one ftation, as the crnnal pomr of 
their operations — and that a clofe ano incimae 
union of the other Mj(Iit>ns \* liiih might be lo 
formed, with that Oation, would greatly contri- 
bute to the promoti<»n of the Goipd, as well as 
to the ufcfiilnefs and comfort of the brethren. It 
naturally follows, on this fupposition, that rather 
more attention to fuch central ftation, than to the 
others, is ncccflary, in order to give effccfl to the 
general objcds; e. g. it ought to be furnifhrd with 
more laborers; to carry on printing more exten- 
sively; to be able, in cafe of sicknefs or death 
occurring in the other flations, to fupply the 
place of thofe thus laid aside, or removed from 
the work; and to afford an affylum to the afflicl. 
ed, to widows, to orphans — who may find it ne- 
ceflary to remove either finally, or for a time, 
from their own Nations, &c. &c. 

8. The Refolutions were formed, under an im« 
predion that whatever Millions might be eUablilh- 
cd by the Millionary Society in the countries to 
ihe eaOward of Prnang, (inclusive) whether Chi- 
nefe, Malay, Siamefe, &c. they ought all to con- 
ftitute #9< ^ody^ and be conne<fled by fome general 
liaksj or bandsj fo as not to appear feparate and 
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ifolatcd companies, without any bonds of union, 
except chofc of mere common civility, humanity, 
intereft, or even chriflian aflfcdlion. 

"9. In thcRcfoIutions,ir istakrn for granted, that, 
in a few vears there xvnuKi be widows and orphans 
coniudtcd with the Mfli )ns, for whom it was a 
duty to rndt*avour to mak* provision. The nc* 
Ct(Ti;y of great attention to elu aion^ efpccially 
of ihofc who miy appeai fie fubjcdls for the chris- 
tian miniMrv is alfomofl fully recognized. 

10. The (e R r"lu''i<)ns, )n as fir as any otherpcr- 
fons than th((V tliat formed them, were likelytobe 
c<»ncernr(i, \vt rf prrtrclly conUtaomat, The con- 
dition cxprcflld in the ij/, •* wh^r^ tt can be a:^ 
ti ined xtitbiUt tbwantnv tbe wtshfs a*id c^nvent^ 
tnce of tnJivtduals,'* was certainly considercii as 
implird^ in as far as it could from the nature of the 
cnfc be applicible, in every ft^llowing particular. 
The Refolutions werealfo, of courfe fubjecl to the 
confirmation, or the contrary, of the MilTi jnary 
Society. 

11. Finalty, they were formed on the prosner^ 
live frtnctplf^ that is, with an eye to ohjeCls fomc 
of which were considered to be at a good dis- 
tance in point of time. 

It is only neceflary to add, that thefe rcmirks 
areintendcd folely to illurtrate the principles on 
which the Refolutions in queflion, were form- 
ed; not to juftify, or defend them — In thefc 
things let them plead their own caufe. Though 
the writer generally approves of them — he ne\er* 
thelefs will allow them to fpeak for themfelves. 

The friends of religion in America had all along 
taken an intereft in the Million to China, of which 
they gave in 1816-17, a fubftantial proof in con- 
tributing liberally of their fubllancc to aid the 
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progrcfs of the S.icrcd Scriprurrs. Divir B?fHu"»r, 
Elq New York, and Robert Ralfton, Efq Phila- 
delphia, uerr the authorized mediums of remit- 
ting to the Million, the Turn of ibfff itnusonj six 
bunarfU and sixicen Spanish ti'»i ars, maile U[) from 
the conrrihurjons «if ftveral ciinflian conmumi- 
rirs, in their higMy favored coiinrry. Oor m»»Il 
cordial thanks are, on behalf of the Cliincfe na- 
tion, due to thcfe friends of rhe Redeemer, f(»r 
their liberal alTilUncc ro die hiihcirr. expen«vc 
labors in which we have been engaged. May 
thefe pr<iots of liieir aidor^t and well fiUiuled 
Zi al f»>r the advanct nunc nf truth and rig re. 
oulncfi in the earth, be ahniid.milv reuani'd, 
by the rich effusion of t».<- H \) Spiiir on iiuir 
relpeclive Clurches and f«miiic$. The day may 
come, yea, i. doubt Irfs will come, when the Pio- 
lellant Milfi .n to China uill not merely have to 
make appeals to chiillian libenliry, hue aTo have 
reports lo make equally calculated to excite pi- 
ous gratiriuic to (iod f ir wliat he has actually 
wrought, and to ihengthen the faith of ihofe who 
are waiting for the time when •* all fl fli fliall fee 
Hi:v f.ilvaii n." At present the Church is called 
to tlie tXircife o{ [aieme^ prayer, and active z^al, 
with regard to China; and it is highly probable 
that the flow progrcfs of the Gospel among that 
people, will, for a very lonu period, call for the 
continued exercifc of thefe in a prominent de- 
gree, before the joyful fliout be heard— that 
•• this vail kingdom alfo, has reverted to our 
Lord, and ro his Chrifl !'• 

In 1817, Mr. Morrifon finifhed his iranflatio^ 
of the Fsdims^ and t;f the book of Ruth, — Some 
progrefs was^ maile with other porttonr of the 
Scriptures, but as they were not finilh d we (hill 
notice them by and bye. This year he wrote and 
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prinrcd A f^iew of Cbina far PbiU/ogical Purpesei^ 
which contains a (ketch of Chincfc chronology, 
geography, government, religion, and cuftoms;~ 
dcfigned for the ufe of pcrfons who ftudy the Chi- 
nefc languiige. In this work the author has made 
a very copious ufe of the Chincfc chara<flv*r; and 
in my opinion, rendered a moft important fcrvicc 
to the foreign (hident of Chinefe. In a fubfc- 
quent edition of the woik, bcfides corredling ty- 
pographical errors, it may be ufcful to add the 
pronunciation, in cafes where that has not been 
done, for the bent fie of readers in Europe, who 
may not have the means of afcertaining the 
founds of the written charader. In the years 
1817-18, he tranflired i b^ Mo»tiino atj tvrniHg 
Prayers^ of the E/)gli(h Church, just as they stand 
in the Common Prayer Bo<»k, without bringing in 
the coII( (fts. Thefcr K»rms of prayer he printed, to- 
gether with the Pfalter, divided for the thirty 
days of the month. He considered it belter to 
give a tranflation than to modify them, deeming 
their richnels of devotional phrafeology and ge- 
nerally acknowledged excellence, amply fufBcient 
to compenfate for any want of fuitablenefs to the 
ftate of a partially informed people. He found 
it necelTary to alter a little the prayers for 
the rulers of the land, i'o as to render them 
applicable and fuitable to the Chinefe Impe. 
rial family and Government. The fentencc ref- 
pcding *Wnemtrs,*' he left out.* For bethought 
it often a very difficult matter to determine whe- 
ther Kings and Rulers do not frequently make to 
ibemieives enemies , by a<?ls of injulHce and oppre^. 

sion. And here we may remark, that in excr^ 
- 
* The s«nteuce reierred to, it: '* strengthen bixo that 
he may vanquish and overcome all bis enemies." 
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cifes of cirvorion. in which an immediate appeal 
is made to the Supreme Being, who judges not 
according to human partialities, there ihould nor 
only be an ahfcnce of all acrimony and enmitv of 
few*lin<4 from rhe heart, hut alfo an entire ahfcnce, 
of all phrafcology which may tend to excite con- 
tempt of other men; to fire the mind with the de- 
sire of rcven<jt*; and to ftrengthen the <iftcn ill- 
founded prejudices and antipathies of one na- 
tion apiinil another. Under the Gofpcl, we have 
fifU fuch direct lii^ht to point out our national 
enemies, ^« the Jews had, who lived undrr the 
immrdiate j^ovcrnmcnt of Goil, as their political 
Ruler; ami hid either exprcfs precepts, or the 
guidance of infpirid prophets, to regulate their 
conduct towanls their public enemies. While ic 
is doubtlefs the duty of nations to pray and he 
thankful for, deliverance from the designs of their 
encmie5; yet it is furcly the moft delicate part 
of public worlhip — and one from which it is 
molt difficult to exclude the word pafli.)ns of 
the human heart. It is worthy of the attention 
of the many pious and eminent minifters and dig- 
nitaries in churches of our native land, whether 
or not some alterations, in this particular, would 
not be a great improvement to the otherwife ufe- 
ful formularies of devotion ufcd in one part of the 
kingdom; and whether or not public prayers and 
fermons, on national h(\% and davs of thankfgiv- 
ing in all parts of the United Kingdom, be not 
fufcepitble of, and do not greatly need, improve- 
ment. It is truly lamentable to perceive how di- 
reiftlv fomc prayers and forms of thankfgiving, 
compofed of purp^fe for fuch days, and fermons 
delivered on fuch occasions, tend to cheriih a fpi* 
rit of hatred, revenge, and love of falfe glory. 
Not to fpealc of fome particular precepts of the 

D d 
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Gofpcl, which inculcate a fpirit and conrfucl the 
very reverfc, furcly the infutferablc prefiimptfoii 
anti ignorance of the divine nature, which fcem to 
lie at the foundation, ouj^ht to awaken in every fc- 
rious mind thrdeejieft difgiill ar tuch an outrnginjr 
of the prin( iplcs of our CfMnnion f.iith; and animate 
all to the most (Irenucius elf»>rrs for improve- 
ment. We juillv abominate the conduifl of that 
bloody church, which, after ravirtiing virgins; rip- 
ping up women with chiM; plucking off the 
hair and beard; roalling men over the cnaU; boil- 
ing them in caldrons; curtini^ out the efurails of 
the yet living mortal; — of ilut church, which after 
butchering her thoufands and fl,i)int; h«r ten 
thoufands. could fend her Priofts and Friars in 
folemn proceffion through the (Ireers, uith flying 
banners and elevated croflcs, singing: •* fe Dfum 
LaudamusH** and furely we ought to dread every 
approach to a similar fpirit. At all cy^t\x%^ if the 
evil cannot be fpeedily cured at home, it becomes 
the more important for the M.flionary abroad to 
keep every fuch unfcrintural and unhallowed 
fcntimcnr, at the utmoft dithmcefrom every thing 
he publilhcs to the heathen. He wdl find among 
them but too much of the fpirit and pra«5licc of 
that wicked Prince, who faid, concerning his pub- 
lic enemies:'* cu* u me them from hrmie" — and if, 
either Irom a fondnefs for the remains of that pa- 
g.inifm which once ovcrfpread Europe, and which 
hai unhappily fo blended icfelf with Christianity 
as in fome places nearly to have altered the very 
narure and complexicin of the latter; or if from 
a milfaken notion that his objec?" will be fooner 
gained by partly falling in with the reigning 
lentiment and fpiiir of the people, he allow him- 
felf to deviate from New Teftament principles,— 
he will encumber the facred fyilem of truth and 
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duty, with a ruhbifli which the labor of twenty 
ages may not be able to remove! 

T<i return from thisdigrefTion. During theftayof 
Mr. M. in China, the tranflation he had made of 
Deureioimniv and J»(hui (already noticed,) was 
cx.imiiud by Mr. Morrifon, and, after fonie cor- 
rrctitUKi, a| prdved and reTolved to be printed. 
Tiiev aifo divided between them the remaining 
b.H^ks «»f che Old Tcflament, wifliing if iioflihlc 
lo c«»n«plcte the trand^rion of the whole within 
the yeir 1818. Mr. Miirrifon yielded the firft 
choice to his fellow- laborer, who fixed on the 
remaining part of the Hillorical Books, from 
Rijcii fniward to the book of Pfahns, judging 
thefc to be the easier, and better (uited to his lefs 
extens ve knowledge <)f the language. The books, 
from Genesis to Deuteronomv, and from the 
Pfalms forward to Malachi inclusive, fell to Mr. 
Morrifon's lliarc. Thry refolved that, if they lived 
to CfMiiplete this work, fome fubfequent arrange, 
ment (liould be made for their meeting together, 
in order to rcvife the whole Scriptures, and pub* 
li(h them in what fliould then appear to be the 
moft convenient ftirm. But it was, as we (hull 
afterwards notice, found impoflible for them to 
accomplilh this work within the time limited. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milne's health, having been con- 
siderably improved by the change of climate and 
the many attentions of kind friciids, they returned 
to their woik at Malacca, where they landed on 
the i7ihofFcb. 1S18. They found on their ar- 
rival, that frcfli afTiftance was fcni from England, 
to the MifTions on this side of India. Rev. C. H. 
Thomfcn, after an abfence of fifteen months from 
Malacca, had returned on 29th December, 1817; 
accompanied by the Rev. John Slater and Mrs. 
SUtcr. They came out by way of Java, at which 
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place they were detained through Mr. Slutei^s 
illnefs (the Batavia fcvcrj f«»r a con.^iderablc 
time. On the firll of Feb. following, H;!nr:etfa 
Slater was born. 

Mr. T. rcfumed his labors in the Malay de- 
' partment of the Midion; after a little time re- 
opened the Malay and Englifli fchool; and bc«r;in 
one in the Malabar language^ which was {ht»rc!y 
filled. Though no pcrlon then conncdled with 
the Miflion, knew the Malabar, yet it was hoped 
there would foon be an opportunity for foine one 
to tludy it; and as the teacher and children all 
under (h)od Malay, the operations of the fchool 
could be dirocled through the medium of that 
language. The total want of chrilli m bo<jks \n 
the Malabar, at Malacca, proved a great diffii ulty 
which has not yet (October, 1819,) been over- 
come. Several applications to Bengal and Ma- 
dras for Malabar books, have been made, but hi- 
therto without cffcft. 

During this year, Mr. Thomfen wrote and 
printed /I Malay Spellinj^ Book, with lefHins ap- 
pended. This is the firll Malay work of the kind 
we have heard of, in the native cbaratier^ either by 
f )reigners or Malays, and will doubtlefs prove a 
great facility in the education of youth. He alfo 
reprinted, with correlations, his Translation of Dr. 
ff'attj* ^rs/ Catechism, and the Tra^J on tbi Ten 
Commandtnents. 

Mr. Slater came out to adifl in the Chinefc 
Million; and employed himfelt in the fludy of ihc 
language. His ardor and application were highly 
creditable to him; but his itate of health was fuch 
as to oblige him frequently to ccafe from lludy, 
and, indeed, to leave very little hope of his life. 
He left Malacca on the 9th of Auguft following, 
and went to China, from whence he returned m 
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the month of December, having greatly hrnefited 
by the change. 

Death again visited the Mifllon family at Ma- 
lacca. Mr. Mcdhurfl's infant Ton, William H< my, 
born on the 27rh March, this year, (iSi^J died 
on the 14th of May. On diflTtdion it appeared 
that an inflanimatory obflriitlion of the b<nvrl5, 
was the immediate cjiufe of che child's death. This 
heavy ftrokc was felt by the fond parents; Lut 
fhey were enabled, by divine grace, to bear it with 
fubmidlon ro the will of him who cnnnot en, and 
who •* makes all ihingf^," even thofe mod ad- 
verfe in their own nature, to ufiire th^ir influ- 
ence, •• for goi;d to the III thii love God." 

On the 14th ofSeptimbtr, the Rev. Samuel 
M Iton, Thoninn Beighton, and Jolwi lore, with 
the wives of ine two latter, arrived f .f< ly at 
M ilacca. In the early part i;f their pafflige out 
from England, they fuOained the moil inniiinci.t 
ding' r at sta; but were mere ilully prrfcivcc!. 
'1 hey fpent fome days at M.idras, and iou« hed at 
Pcnang on their way to Malacca. On Odober 
3d, Matilila Ince was born. 

Inimtdiate calls indiftcient places, for laborers 
in the Chinefc department; and alfo the importance 
of having, where pradicable, a Chinefc and a Ma- 
lay Missionary letiled together in each Oation^ 
fliewed at ot^e the propriety of two ofihefe bre- 
thren applying thcmlelvrs to Chinife (ludies. Mr. 
M.lton was appointed by the Diredors i»f our 
Society to alTift in the Chincfe department of the 
Million at Malacca; MifTis. Bcighton and Ince, 
who were desirous of laboring together, fettled 
it between themfelvcs, that the former fliould 
ftudy Malay, and the latter Chinefe. They be- 
gan and followed out their Oudies with ardor and 
diligence; having as much alTilUnce fiom native 
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te.ichcrs, and from their fcnior brethren, as the 
other labors of the Miffion could admit of. 

Tbofe that (ludicd Chinefe, four in number^ 
(including Mr. Slater, Mho was abfent a few 
mtmrhs for his health) read regular public lefTons 
twice a day in that largu;ige, with the writer of 
thrfc pages, and after the month of December, 
each had bcsidrs, the aid of a native teacher, 
through the chief part of the day. They had op- 
porcunity alfo, once every week as long as they re- 
mained at the station, for making their attain- 
ments in the I uiguage to bear on pradical pur- 
poses, by wiiring exercifes and pieces <:f compo- 
sition, in Chinefe — a moft valuable branch of 
Chinefe ftudy, to the man who wilhes to be early 
ufeful, and an accurate fcholar. The ftudent that 
omits it, while he may have the aflilhincc of thofc 
who are able to corrcvfl and revife his composi- 
tions, does himfelf a great injury. Several parts 
of Mr. Moirilon's Chitiefe Di^ionary had been 
fenr to the flation, which, with the Grammar and 
Dialogues, proved exceedingly helpful. Greater 
advantages for learning the language, are com- 
monly enjoyed by thofe who c^me out a few 
years after a Midion has been eftablilhed; and it 
is every Miflionary's duty and wifdom to im- 
prove them to the utmoft, that he may be able 
as early as pofTible, to enter on the more pleas- 
ing and more important work of teaching the 
hraihen. Mr. Milton's health was feveral times 
fo ill, as to oblige him to ceafe, and at other times 
much to abate, his anTiduous and undcviating ap- 
plication. 

In the month of September this year, a change 
of Government took place at Malacca. The co- 
lony was according to the treaty of 1814, reftored 
by the Bricilh Resident and CommifTioner Major 
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William Farquhar, ro the Honorable the Com- 
midinnen of tiis Mijefty the Kinj; of the Nrther- 
lamis. Hen*, the writcT fccU it a duty publicly ro 
acknowledgethe unremitted artcntion of rheBriiilli 
G'lvernment, and of itic Resident andConnn.md inr» 
M<i|or W. Farquhar. to the intcrclls of the MilFhui 
at Malacca, ever since its commencrmrnt. (ti 
his public a^ well as private capacity. Major F.ir- 
quhar, rendered every afllltance to the oKjrcli 
carrying on by the Miflionarics; and on mmy 
orca^ioiis f^reailv promoted their domcftir c »nit)rr. 
To Dr. W. Cnalmors, of ihe Bengal Mrdicil K<- 
trfblilbment, who was Surgeon to the Burilb G r- 
rifon, anJ attemded the MiHUHAtus and ibetr t •mi- 
lits gratis^ f^r upw.srds of tb^ee yean and a b U ; 
spend ttfr ufien wrib srme of item^ iong and tfdfus 
ntgiis in ibfir affitcluns^ and \vhr>, to the excrcifc 
of his ncli-knoM'n profvflional talents, joined the 
attentions of a friend ind brother, — ro him wc 
are under the grratciV obli^itions, and ca'inot 
pafs over this p.irt of the hiihiry of the Milfion 
without openly acknowledj^ing the fame. 

Nor would it be pardonable in thi^ place not 
to acknowledge, how kindly their Hniors, the 
Dutch Commiflioners, received an official ftiie* 
ment of the objects and views of the Miffion, 
which was laid before them, in the name of the 
MilTionary Society. The Mifllin was recom- 
mended to them by the Pcnang Gi)vernm«-nr, and 
by Major Farquhar, and they were plcifcd to as* 
sure the MtfRonaries, that they lh«»uld continue 
to enjoy the fame liberty under the Dutch Gi>- 
vernment, which they had under the En^lifh. 
Thefe aflTurances have hitherto been fully realiziul, 
and there is every reafon to hope, that thcv will 
continue to be (o. To the Honorable J. S. Tim* 
merman ThyfTcn^ the Governor^ our mod cordial 



Digitized by 



Google ^ 



ii6 

nnd public thanks arc Hiir, for the unrcftraincd 
freedom which we, in all refpcdls, cnjojr, to pur- 
fue every branch of our woik. 

On the lorh ofNoveinbor, the foundation of the 
^ngi^^f'.hififur (^Aiirgr was laid, on which occision 
the principal Durch and EngiiOi authori'ie.i were 
pleafed to attend. But as this fuhjrdt will be 
more fullv noticed hereafter, we (hall pafs it over 
for the prefent, only remarking that, as a Frer- 
fchool had been eftabliflis-'d for upwards of three 
years, there appeared now a ftill nearer approxi- 
mation foanoWj (fk I'pccificd above, ( fee Res. I If. 
page 1 38,) viz. ** // Srm'njry/* on a larg'-r fcilc 
than had been hitherto attained 

In China, the tranflation of Rxndu^^ and M(t^ 
hcbi^ was fini(hc<l this year by Mr. M.)rriff)n, ami 
good progrefs made with other parts of the facred 
volume. In the fpring of 18 9. the followintj 
books were received from him, all ready for the 
prels; Isatab, Husea, Jte , Am'n^ Mirah^ O^adab^ 
yonab^ Nabum^ Ha^oar^ Z^pba^iia*-*^ Huoi^akuk^ and 
Z^ckariah. Bcsiiks these, a Chinefe pamphlet, 
containing Mtscrllaneous Essays^ doilrinal, prac- 
tical and polemical, written in i8r8, was fent 
down from him, and printed at Malacca. A fmull 
volume, containing a Fuya^e round the fVorld^ he 
compofed with the view of combining entertain- 
ment with indrucflion ; which was printed in Chi- 
na. To introduce fome knowledge of Europe and 
the weftern parts of the world among the Chinefe, 
had long been looked upon by him as a mod desir- 
able object. He thought it would tend to enlarge 
their views; and would form an important counter- 
part of fome other efforts of the Midion, which 
have more immediately in view, the transmidion 
of Chinefe knowledge to the wed. 

This year Mr. Morrifon was unanimoufly and 
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g^ratuitoufly created D.xJlor in Divinity by the 
Scnatus Academicus of the University of Glas- 
gow» in confcquencc of the philological works 
he had publiOicd. and was publifliing with a view 
to facilitate the acquisition of the Chinefe Ian. 
guage. The aiJl of the University, conferring 
this honor, is indeed dated the 24th Dec. 1817. 
but it did not reach China till the fummer of 1818. 

During 1818. the progrefs made at Malacca in 
the (ranflation of the Hiftorical books of the Old 
Teftamcnt, was much impeded by a variety of 
other labors, both the books of Satnuil^ iogetber wtth 
ibe tw^ books of the Kings, were trandated. Three 
new Chinefe trails were written and printed in 
courfe of the year: one on " fbe duty of Justice be^ 
tvoeen man and man;** one on ** Tbe evis of Gam^ 
bling;** and a third, containing •' Twelve sbori 
discourses,** on twelve texts ol Scripture, cm* 
bracing the chief do<?rines of the Gofpcl. 

The Chinefe preaching, magazine, &c. con- 
tinued as before; a new Chinefe fchool was open- 
ed ; many more tra<fts were circulated this year 
than ever before in an equal fpace of time. Mr. 
MedhurO had the fchools, the printing office, and 
the diftribution of tra<fls, more immediately for 
his department. He often visited the Chinefe 
junks in the roads, and the villages, and planta* 
tions in the country ; diflributing tradb, and 
fpeaking the word of life to the people. 

Thus far the Lord helped. For upwards of ele« 
yen years, from the commencement of the Midion 
in China, though feveral children had been removed 
by death, yet there had been but one grown perfon 
called away, viz. Mrs. Thomfen, who died at fea, 
on the 4th February, 1817.* Another bereavement 

• See p»gt 171. 
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of a similar nature, but much heavier tn in 
confcquences, by rcafon of the motherlcfa children 
who were left behind, now awaited the Miffion, in 
the death of Mrs. Milne, which took place at 
Malacca, on the 20th of March, 1819 — exadly 
two years and twenty-four days after the death 
of Mrs. T. Her laft child, who was named Far- 
quhar, was born on the 6th of February, after 
which for fome days flie appeared to recover ra- 
pidly. But (he foon fell back, and a very fpeedy 
decay of the conditution followed. An anoma- 
lous train of puerperal affedtions, with a predo* 
minant determination to the Itomach and bow. 
els, — was the means commiflioncd by God, to re* 
move this excellent woman from the fcenes of 
mortality. She had lived to God from her early 
youth; and (he died in humble hope of eternal 
falvation, through the merits of Jcfus Ghrift. She 
poflefled* in a very high degree that motherly 
fenfe, which is beyond all price in domeflic life; 
and was eminently fitted for moving in the fa- 
niily circle. Dignity of mind, honeft franknefs, 
and consistent and fcripcural piety were dis- 
played in her daily walk. Nor would it perhaps 
be eafy to find one in whom there is fuch a 
concentration of that which is amiable from na- 
ture, endearing from temper, ufeful from educa- 
tion, and excellent from divine principles, as 
there was in her. Bur what (he was, (he was " by 
the grace of God;'f and, as is generally the cafe 
vith the followers of Chrifi", while in their pro- 
per fpirit, (he feemcd to hcrfclf, to be •• the 
chief of sinners. !'• 

■ ■■ ' II ■ ' ' •' • • • ■ ill I 1. • 

* See a short Memoir of Mrs. Milhe m the ladu- Chi- 
neic Gleauer, No. S. 
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It had long been the wifli of our Society to et* 
ublidi Midtons in Java and Penang, and the visit 
to the former in 1814, and to the latter in 1816, 
(above noticed, fe<ftions iith and 15th) was un. 
dertaken partly with the view of preparing; the 
Way fcir that event. In 1814, ^hile Mr. M. waa 
in Java, the Rev. Mellrs. Kam, Supper, and 
Bruckner, arrived at Biravia from Lonilon. The 
former went to Amboyna, nnd b.gin a Mifllon 
there am<»ni; the Malay?, where he (111! continues 
to labor, and has been favorrfl with considerable 
fucccfs. At that lime there was a great want of 
Minirters in the Dutch Churches in Java; hence 
Mr. Supper was appointed alTiftant to the Rev, 
ProfcfTor Rofs, Batavia; and Mr. Bruckner, to the 
Rev. Mr. Montanus, Samaran^. They were to 
attend to the work of their MifTin, and aft as 
affiftants to thefe aged clergymen among the 
chriftians. Mr. B after a (horc time changed his 
fentiments on the fubjeft of baptifm; left our So- 
ciety, and joined the Anti-paedobaptid Midion^. 
He continues to labor at Samarang, under their 
diredtion. In the cfofe of 1816, Mr. Supper, in the 
midH of his labors, fell a facrifice to the Batavia 
fever, and thus our Society's Midion at Batavia 
was for a feafon interrupted. Indeed, Mr. Supper's 
time was fa fully occupied with his labois among 
the chriftians, that very little of a Mifllonary na- 
ture could be attended to. When a fupply of 
Dutch Mini(lers came out from Holland, fo as to 
rendrr his labors in the Dutch language lefs ne- 
cefTaiy, he was appointed to the charge of the Ma- 
lay congregation, — a Itation which feemed to pre- 
fent many important openings for ufefuUiefs 
among the heathen. But he was very foon called 
oflfby death. 
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With rcfpedl to Pcnang, every thing wai favor- 
able for the commencement of a Midton. The 
local authorities were informed in 1816, that we 
intended to begin as foon as laborers (hould arrive 
from England. Early in the fpring of 1819, none 
of the brethren laft come out being then fufE- 
ciently acquainted with the language, the Rev. 
W. H. Medhurft, proceeded to Pcnang; opened 
a Chinefe fchool; fpent fome time among the 
Chincfe fctilers, diftributing tra«fls, and convcrs* 
ing from houfe to houfe. The late Honorable 
Col. Bannerman, then Governor of the Ittitxd, 
fliewed him much kindnefji. and wifhcd him tu 
fettle there; but MciTrs. Bcighton and Ince had ^ 
predileAion for that ftation, which had indeed 
been pointed out to them by our Directors, before 
they left England. Moreover Mr. M.'s labors, as 
fuperincendent of the yrch, could not uell be dis- 
penfed with at Malacca. For thefe reafons it was 
refolved, that Meflrs. B. and I. (liould occupy that 
(Nation. — Mr. B. and family accordingly, left Ma- 
lacca on the 4th of April, (1819) and landed at 
Penang on the 9th of the fame month, to begin 
the Malay department of the MifTion; and, after 
ftudying the language for fome time longer, Mr. 
I. and family left Malacca, and joined him on the 
iSchof June following, for the Chinefe depart- 
ment. They have now two Chinefe and two 
Malay fchools, and are aflifted by Government 
to fupport thefe. They are laboring ro diffufe 
among the people, a knowledge of the biefs- 
ed Gofpel, by converiation and the diftribution 
of chriftian books. They enjoy the utmoft li- 
berty from the civil authorities, to profccute their 
work, and a wide field of ufcfulnefs, efpecially 
among the young, is opening before them. 
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On the 27ih April, 1819, the Rev. John Slater 
and family left Malacca, to proceed to Bacavia, at 
which place thev arrived on the i8ch June, with 
a view to fettle there among the Chinefe. On 
the pafTige, they touched at Sincapore, Rhio, Lin- 
gan, and Pontiano, uhere opportunities of diftri. 
buting the Scriptures and trafts were embraced. 
Mr. S. was jufl beginning hi:^ labors at Biravia, 
by laft accounts from that port. The field there 
is very extenfive; and there are many opportu*. 
niiies of fending chriftian books into China, by 
means of native vcflVIs which trade annually to 
Batavia. 

During this fpringand fummer, the i(\ and id 
books of Cbromtcies / alfo Exra^ Nehemtah^ and 
Esther^ were tranflaied into Chinefe at Malacca; 
and a new tradl, entitled " f hi duty of men in ami 
0/ public calamity^** was written. 

Mr. T. wrote and printed a Malay traft, on 
Human Depravity^ and fomc Malay Hymns. 

Mr. Mcdhurd compofed and printed a fmall 
Ciitgfdpbical Catechism in Chinefe, for ufe in the 
fchools. It is accompanied with feveral maps; 
and gives a brief defcriptibn of the principal 
countries in the world. Something of this kind 
was greatly needed, as the Chinefe are very ig- 
norant of geography. The ftyle of the book 
is perfpi* uous, and creditable to the diligence of 
the author. Ic has been read with no fmall inter, 
eft by grown perfons; and there is little doubc 
but a new edition, in a larger size, and entering 
in more fully into the fuhjecl than would anfwer 
for a fchool book, will in a few years be wanted. 
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SECTION XVII. 

A jbort skitcb of ibi Chinese method •/ printing-^ 
lis apflication to Msss'tonary purposes"^ Its advan^ 
taf^fs and disadvanta^fs — Ltst of books and traQe 
pointed by the Mission^ down to the present ttme-^ 
B tiff view of their contents — Miscellaneous obser^ 
vations. 

•t>EFORE giving an account of the books publiflicd 
by the MiiTion, I Ihall as already intimated, de- 
vote a page or rwo to the fubjcft of Chincfe print- 
ing. To trace the hiftory and progrefs of this art 
in China, would be intcrcfling; but as it is fo- 
reign to my prcfent purpofc, I fhall briefly ob- 
ferve, that in the year of our Lord 935, the fub- 
jccfl of printing was introduced to the notice of 
the Emperor T^en Foh, (fee Morrifon's Philolo- 
gical View of China, p. 27.) But this was 
probably an official (latement on the fubjedl of 
printing only; as it does not mark the origin 
of that invaluable art in China; for, twelve years 
before, in the feventh year of Theen-tbinjr^ (i. e. 
A. D. 923,) this Emperor is reproached in the 
Kan^^keen, (Kuen 6th, p. 20,) in the following 
terms: •'In the fecond month [ofihe 7th year 
of T'heen-ching,3 tl'C Kew-king, (i. c. the 
cladical books) were firft cut in wooden plates, 
printed, and sold." The Commentators add: 
" why is the selltng of them particularly marked? 
f Ans.] It is the language of irony, reproaching 
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of an Emperor/ who (houIJ rather have given 
them gratis, or given a licence ro individuals to 
print and fell them fiir tr.cir own benefit. How- 
ever, the advantage to the learned \%as consiiler- 
able, as they were enabled from that ime ro ob- 
tain books with more eafe. Hence the hillorian 
purpofcly notes this as the dmmfncement (]of this 
lort of literary advantages,]'* From this we niay 
rcafonably infer that printing exirted in Chi'ia, at 
lead in the clofc of the ninth century; for it muft 
have taken fome years to prove its efficiency, be* 
fore it either attraifled the notice of Governmrnt, 
or would have been worth any thing as an Ini- 
perial monopoly. 

The Chinefe have three methods of printing. 
The firft invented, and that which almoft uni- 
verfally prevails, is called i(^i^ ** Mob^psn^ or 
wooden plates.^* It is a fpecies of ftereotype, and 
anfwers all the ends thereof, as the letters do noc 
require to be diftributed and re-compofed; bur, 
being once clearly cut, they remain, till either the 
block be deftroyed, or till the characflers be fo 
worn down by the ink-brufh, as to be illegible. 

The fecond is called ijj^ )0^ LSh.pan, i. c. 
'• wax plates^** and consists in fpreading a coat of 
wax on a wooden frame, after which, with a 
graving tool, they cut the charaAcrs chereon. 
This method is rarely adopted, except in cafes of 
hafle and urgency; and it differs from the former 
only in the kind of plate on which the words are 
engraved. This fort of printing I have not feen 
pradliscd bv the Chinefr, nor obferved it noticed 
in any book. The printers employed at Ma- 
lacca, fay that when an urgent affair occurs, a 
number of workmen are called in, and a fmall flip 
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of wood, with fpacc for one, two. or more lines, 
is given to each, which they cut with great ex- 
pedition, and when all is finilhed, join together 
by fmall waoden pins; by this means a page, or 
a (heet, is got up very fpeedily, like an Extra Ga- 
zette in an Englifh printing office. This me- 
thod they fay, is, from its cxpeditioufncfs, called 
Lab^pan, and they know nothing of the other. 

The third is denominated Hwo-pan, |5 ^ '• ^* 
" living pi'a/fs," fo called from the circumllancc 
of the chara<Sers being single, and moveable, 
as the types ufcd in European printing. Kang^bi^ 
in 1722, (vide Morrilon's Philological View of 
China, p. 6,) had a great number of thcfe move- 
able types made of copper; whether cut^ or rast^ it 
is not faid. The Chincfc are not however entirely 
Ignorant of casttitf^^ though they do not ufe it to any 
extent. The Impeiial (cals on the Calendar, arc 
caft with the Chinefe charader on one half of the 
face, and the Manchow Tartar on the other. Cop- 
per veflcls ufed in the temples, and bells have fre- 
quently ancient characflcrs, and infcriptions, caft 
with them. Whether they have ever attempted to 
caft single charadlers, or to frame matrices, similar 
to thofe which are ufcd in cafting types for alpha- 
betic languages, does not appear. ThcfeHwo-pan, 
or moveable types, are commonly made of wood. 
The Canton daily paper, called Tuen^mun-pao (i. e. 
A report ftom the outer gate of the palace,} con- 
raining about 500 words, or monofyllables, is 
printed with thcfe wooden types; but in foclum- 
(y a manner as to be fcarccly legible. 

At Macao, in the Miftionary department of the 
College of St. Jofeph, I have fecn fcveral large 
cafes full of this defcription of type, with which 
they print fuch Roman Catholic books as are 
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wanted Tor the MKHons. In the Anglo-Chincfc 
College .Library at Malacca, there is a Life of tbi 
Blessed VtTfiin in two, and the Lives of the Zatnts 
in iwcniy.six, volumes i8mo. printed with the 
wooden type, at the College of St. Jofcph; but 
all that can be faid of the printing is, that ic is 
barely Irgible — a vaft difference between it and 
the other Catholic books, which were exe- 
cuted in the common way, — thofe of them that 
Mere cut ar Peking in blorks, are elegantly print- 
ed. On aflcing the priffts at St. Jofcph's, the 
reafon why thry ufcd the moveable type, feeing 
it was (o much inferior in beauty to the other 
method, they anfwcred that the perfecution in 
China, had obliged them to adopt this method^ 
as blocks were more cumberfome, and not fo ea- 
sily earned off, or hidden, in cafes where the Mis- 
sionaries were obliged to flee, or where thry ex- 
pedled a fearch to be made by the Mandarins, 
The copper types look better on the paper 
than the wooden ones; but the impreflton is in- 
ferior in beauty to that from moderately well exe- 
cuted blocks. A hillory of the Loo^cboo Iflands. 
in 4 vols, oftavo, compiled by the authority of 
Keen-iufig, was printed with copper types; and 
uiAy be given as an inftance of this inferiority^ 
though its execution is by no means bad. The 
Chincfe have no prefs; but vhether the forms arc 
of wooden blocks, waxen plates, or moveable 
types, they have the fame method of printing, or 
calling off, that is, by means of a dry brufli rub- 
bed over the (beet. 

The Chinefe have six different kinds, or rather 
fix different forms, of the charader, ^ach of vvhich 
has its appropriate name; and all of which are oc- 
casionally ufed in printing. That which like our 
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R^man prevails mod generally is called ^fif 
Sung^te. To write this form of thccharaftcr, is of 
i'tfclf an- employmcnc ta China. There arc mei> 
•who learii it of purpofc. and devote thcmfclvcsen-^ 
tirely to the labor of tranfcribing for the prcfr Few 
of the learned can write it: indeed they lather think 
it below them todothe workof a mere tranrcribef* 
With rcfpedl to moveable types, the body of the 
type being prepared^ the charai^cr is written i>- 
^erted^ onthc top: this is a mere difficult work than 
to write for blocks* After this, the type is fixed in a 
mortife, by means of two fmall pieces of wood, join- 
ed together by a wedge, and then engraved; after 
which it is.takrn our, and the face lighily drawn 
acrofs a whetDone^ to take off a>iy rough edge 
char the carving inftrumenc may have left^ 

The procefa of preparing for and printing with 
the blocks, or in the ftereotypc way, is as follows. 
The block, or wooden plate^ ought to be of the 
^ Lee^ or ^ Tsaou free, which thev defcribe 
thus:— "The L#/ and Tsaou are of a fine grain, 
liard, oily, and (hining; of a louriffi tafte ; and 
what vermin do not foon touchy hence ufed in 
printing.** The plate is Hrft fquared to the size of 
pages, with the margin at top and bottom ; and 
is in thicknefs generally about half an inch.^hey 
then fmooth it on both sides with a jointr's 
plane : each side contains two pages, or rather in* 
deed but one page according to the Chinefe me- 
thod of reckoning; for they number the leaves^ 
not the pages of a book. The furfaceis then rub- 
bed over with riqe, boiled to a pade, or fome 
glutinous fubftance, which fills up any little in- 
dentments, not taken out by the plane ; and fof- 
tens and moidens the face of the board, fo xh^t it 
more easily receives the impreflioa of ihc charaftcr. 
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The rranfcribcr's work is, lirft to ircritain tfic 
CX.i<fl size of the pag^> the number of iineSp and 
of charaiflers in eaca linr; and then to make whac 
thev call a lif. Klh, or form of lines, horizontal 
and perpendicular, eroding each other at right 
angles, and thus leaving a Tmall fquare for each 
ch^raifler — the fquares for the fame fort of cha- 
rndter, are all of equal size, whether the letter 
be complicated as to ftrokes, or simple: a letter 
or chara<fler with fif'y (Irokes of the pencil, has 
no hrgcr fpace afligned to it than one with 
barely a single flrokc. This makes the page re* 
gular and uniform in its appearance, though ra« 
ther crowded, where m^ny complicated characflers 
follow each other in the fame part of the line. The 
margin is commonly at the top of the page,though 
not always fo. — Marginal notes are written, as 
with us, in a fmaller letter. This form of lines, 
being regularly drawn out, is fent to the printer, 
who cuts out all the fquares, leaving the lines 
prominenti and then prints off as many (heets, 
commonly in nd ink^ as are wanted. The tran- 
fcriber then with black ink, writes in the fquares 
from his copy; Alls up the (beet; points it| and 
fends it to the block-cutter, who, before the glu« 
ttnous* matter is dried up from the board, puts the 
fheet on invitud^ rubs it with a bru(h and with 
bis hand, till it fticks very clofe to the board. He 
next fets the board in the fun, or before the fire» 
for a little, after which he rubs off the (beer en- 
tirely with his fingers I but not before a clear tm- 
preinon of each chancer has been communicated. 
The graving tools are then employed, and all the 
white part of the board is cut out, while the black, 
which (hews the chara<fter, is carefully left. The 
block being cut, with edged tools of various kinds» 
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the proccfs'of printing follows.' The Block is laid 
on a tabic; and a bru(h made of hair, bcinpr dipped 
in ink, is lightly drawn ovcrthe face. Thcr fliccts be* 
ing already prepared, each one is Jaid on the blocks 
and gently preffcd down by the rubbinjr of a kind 
of brufli, made of the hair of the Tsunu; tree. 
The (lieet is then thrown off; one man will throw 
off 2,000 copies in a day. Chincfe paper is 
very thin, and not generally printed on both sides, 
though in fome particular cafes that is alfo done. 
In binding, the Chincfe fold up the fliert, turning 
inward that side on which there is no imprf-lTiiin. 
On the middle of the fliect, jurt where it is folded, 
the title of the book, the number of the leaves, 
and of the fecflions, and alfo fometimes the fubjcft 
treated of, are printed, the fame as in European 
books, except that in the latter, they aie ar the 
top of the page, whereas here, they are on the 
front-edge of the leaf; and generally cut fo ex. 
acflly on the place where it is fold: d that one in 
turning the leaves, fees one half of each charac* 
ter, on one side, and the other half, on the other. 
The number of iheets deftined to conftitutc the 
volume, being laid down and preffcd between two 
boards, on the upper one of which a heavy ftonc 
is laid, they arc then covered with a fortof coarfc 
paper — not with boards as in Europe; the back is 
then cut, after which the volume is ftitchcd, not in 
our way, but through tJic whofe volume at once, 
from side to side, a hole having been prcvioufly 
made through it with a fmall pointed iron inftru- 
ment. The top and bottom are then cut, and thus 
the whole procefs of Chincfe type-cutting, print* 
ing, and binding, is finilhed. Though the tran. 
fcribing, cutting, printing, and binding form each 
a diftindt occupation, yet they can be all casiljt 
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united in one perfoni The firft perfon employed 
as a Chincfc printer by the Million at Malacca, 
performed all thcfc himfclf. 

The Chincfe type-curting which is called ^l) ^ 
Klh-tzse, is of two different kinds; the one is de- 
nominated 1'^"^ Yang- Wan, e. i. '* Masculine \ 
letter.** In this the Arokcs which form the cha- 
radlcr arc carefully left untouched and prominent 
on the face of the plate, and all the other parts 
cut our, and after printing the black or inked 
part exhibits the charadlcr. This is the com- 
mon and prevailing kind of letter. The other is 
called p^^ Yin-wan, i. e. ** femininf letter ;** and / 
is the very rcvcrfe of the former: here the ftrokcs 
which form the charadcr, alone are cut out, and 
all the reft left untouched; hence, after printing, 
the white or nn-inked part exhibits the charaftcr. 
This kind of letter is very little ufcd. In the 
(sommentaries of books, at the head of the firft line 
of a paragraph, one, two, or three Yin-wan cha- 
radlers are fometimes employed, to introduce the 
fubjed ; or as a head line; or to mark the nature 
of the paragraph, whether paraphraftic, explana- 
tory, or critical; or to refer to fome highly va- 
lued author. This division of the printed cha« 
raifter into mafculine and feminine, is a further 
proof of what has already been noticed, (vide 
feft. ad,) refpefting the powerful hold which the / 
hermaphrodite principle has of the notions of the 
Chinefe. 

The method of printing nowdefcribed, has ex- 
ifted in China for upwards of utne hundred years g \ 
and has been applied to all the various kinds of 
composition; to books on politics, on hiftory. on 
ethics, on philofophy, and on fcience, whether in 
poetry or in profc. It haa likcwifc been applied 
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to all dimensions of books, from the ehpb^nifilh 
down Co the one hundrrd and twemiy-iigbiS} to all 
aizcs of Icitfr, from ihc twenty lines pica to the 
diamond; to all kinds of chara<flcr, whether plain 
or hieroglyphic, whether the manufcript or print* 
ed form; to all forrs of ornaments and borders; 
and in fiime cafes to foreign languages as well as 
the native. Of this Ia(l there is an eximple in the 
^g^^^ f u*ig'wie^p0 iboo^z, mifcellaneoua work 
conbifling of eighty duodecimo volumes: the eight 
lall volumes of this book are devoted to the pur- 
pofes of general geography, giving very brief 
ikctchcs of the countries bordering on China, 
and wcflward through India, Persia, Arabia, Tur- 
key, Eu'Ope, Africrf; and the Malay Archipelago, 
round by Formofa and Corca, to Tartary. In 
thefe, besides fpccimens of the coins and cos- 
tumes of various nations, there are exhibited alfo 
fpecimens ol seven different languages, both of 
the charifrdlcr and founds, among which the Bur- 
man, the Sanfcrir, the Pali, and the Arabic may 
be particularly mentioned. And two of the vo« 
lumes contain a copious vocabulary of a foreign 
languig**, in which the charafters are cut in wood 
jufl: as the Chincfc, and the founds^ imperfectly 
cxprcfled by Chinefe charaiSers. Tartar. Chinefe 
and Chinefe-Tartar Didionaries furnilh another 
example of the application of the Chinefe method 
pf printing to foreign languages. In the Tartar- 
Chinefe Dii^lionaries, the words to be defined arc 
Tartar, and the definition is Chinefe: in the 
Chinefe-Tartar the reverfe takes place, juft as in 
any < f our Latin and Greek, and Greek and La* 
tin Dictionaries. 

From this brief view of the fubjcdl, were there 
no other U(k% more in pointy it would be wafto 
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of rime to faf any thing ibout the applicabilitf of 
this mode to Miffionarv purpcifcs. The Catholic 
MiHionaries had publiihrd hooks in this way m^^re 
than an hundred years brfore our Million bc^an* "^' 
there was therefore no doubt en(crc.nini*d ab'>ut Mie 
pra&icabilit/ of executing every work neceffiry 
for the fprcad of chriftianiry, in the fame mannrf 
as Chinefc booki in general are ex-rufed. bit 
the chief difficiilnes, m the firrt ltag«*s cf the 
Midi »n, arofc from the wirchful ao*l pcrfrcuring 
jealoufy of the Chinefc GovcrntncnC; and from 
want of local experience. The f«»rmcr m idc the 
attempt to print Chrillian boiks dangerous; 
while the Utter made it expentive. Tnc con- 
tempt with which forriKner.i are generally treated 
by the Chincfe, and the complete afcendancy 
which they have over them, j>ivvs the lirtrr every 
poflihle advantage of imposini^ on the former; 
and they poflTcfs a moft aftonilliing dexterity ia 
making the bed of their advantages. Thii is the 
cafe in things which their own political code 
pronounces legal; and doubly fo in objedt^ which 
the laws do not recognize, or which, by keeping 
the laws out of sight, may be made to operate 
with fudicient fx>rce on the fears of the foreigner, 
to induce him {o pay very largelv, rather than run 
the rift of expofure to the confequencet of what 
may really be, or, for interefted purpofcs, may be 
refresented as, a tranfg^eflion. There is not; indeed 
that I know of, any exprefs law in China prohibit* . 
ing the printing o(fbe Cbrtstiam Serif (ures. as fuch; 
for thefe were never till now offered to that people^ 
and could not be anticipated in any legal ftatute» 
otherwife than by analogy, or by confequence« 
Cbristisaity ms taught ky Cbrift Mmd bis ^•fiits^ the 
Chinefc never heard i but they knew the /?#MMif 
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Catholic reliftion, had condemned and profcribed it,. 
But as the. fame names arc in many cafes ufcd by 
Protestants which the Catholics ufc, and as their 
principles are, in fome particulars, the fame, there 
Mas rcafon to fear that the Government would 
not difcriminate between them ; but condemn 
the whole as a foreign innovation. Indeed the 
Proteftant fyftem from its naked simplicity 
(which is doubtlefs its glory, ) and unreferved 
condemnation of idolatry and fuperftition in all 
their multifarious forms, — could not expecfl more 
quarter from the Chinefe, than the Catholic found. 
For, the latter required them only to transfer their 
\vor(hip of created beings from departed Chinefc 
fages, to deceafed, but canonized chridians; while 
the former will not fufFer any created objc<5l to 
ufurp the prerogative of the eternal God. . It 
irould therefore be unfair to insinuate that t)ur 
unbending fyftem was lefs likely to excite the op- 
position of the Chinefc, than the other. Whe- 
ther its uniform consistency, and the agreeable- 
nefs of its principles to found reafon, may ope- 
rate in its favor, or not, time alone can (hew. 

If all thefe things be taken into consideration, 
it will not appear (Irange that fome difficulty and 
apprehension were felt by Mr. Morrifon, when 
about to begin the printing of the Scriptures. In 
order, if poflible to avoid the rifle of trouble from 
the Government, he formed the idea of learning 
the art of Chinefe printing himfelf; and accor- 
dingly in 1809, when the Adls of the Apoftles were 
ready for the prefs, he procured a fet of graving 
tools and began to cut. But he foon found that 
he was undertaking a taflc, the execution of which 
was quite incompatible with the more important 
labors in which he was engaged. The book of 
the Ads alone, would have required a good 
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workman, ;.bout two hundred days, to complete 
it, u'ithouc arteiuling to any thing elfe; and no 
forrigncr, who bad the art to learn, could have 
acc'unplifhcd it in Icfs ihan two years, admitting 
that his cvcrv waking hour h4(1 bfcn devoted to 
the \%ork.* Bc<ule«, nierhanical Lihori of this fort 
could be done much cheaper and better by the 
natives thrmlVlw; but they could not do any 
thinj^ It the tran(litioi\ of the Scriptures, or the 
Compilarinp of the Grammar and Diclionary 
which Mr. M. had ifi view. There was there- 
for*-, no alt rnuivc Itft for him, but to employ 
Chincle workme'i, though he knew that the ri(k 
both to them aiul hirnU U was very great. The 
ch.irgc made fv>r the Acts o( the ApolMes, was as 
folh>ws: Spa, Dolls. 

To cutting 30,000 charadlers, (points, . 

fqu^res, and other marks being reckoned,) 140 
To wooden jl.ues, - - - 20 

T<» piper, ink, printing, and binding of lOOOCO- 

pics in oiftavo, . . 361 

Thus the price of the Acts amounted to a frac- 
tion more han ba/ a croitn per copy, — an enor- 
mous charge indeed. — A complete New Tefla- 
ment (bloeks not reckoned) can now be afforded 
by the Midion for that fum. Ic is true the blocks 
remained, and fubrVquent editions could be thrown 
cflf without any additional cod on that head; 
yet after all, the expenfe, though by no means 
greater than what might have been expe<5led un- 
der fuch circumftances, was in itfelf heavy — the 
whole New Tcllament at the Cime rate would 
have cod at lealt one f'und sUrttng per copy, a 
fum for which itgbt copies can now be had. 
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Mr! M, knew very well that every thing wai 
charged much above what was commoR among 
the Chinrfe thcmfelvcs; this he cxpedled would 
be the cafe, but there w.is no rrfourcc. He maic 
inquiry of fcvcral workmen about (he pi ices, 
commonly allowed for various kinds ofwoikman. 
(hip; and the following rtatcmcnrs were given : 
To cutting lo.ooo charaAcrs bcft Spa. Dolls. 
woikman(hip« • - - JO 

To ditto fccond fort, • • 10 

To ditto third fort, . -• 12 

ANOTHER STATEMfNT. 

To cutting 10,000 bcrt workmanfliip, - 21 

To ditto fcCond fort, • - i< 

To ditto third fort, - - -72 

A THIRD STATEMENT. 

To cutting 10,000 charaftcrs beft fort • 1 1 

This third (latrment appears very reafonable — 

and rather below what the work could be ac<^ 

lually done for; but the man expedtcd to get 

the printing c.f fr.vrral thoufand copies of the 

duodecimo New TcHament, and meantto charge 

one dollar per copy, which would have amply 

made up the lofs that might have attended the 

cutting. Such fchcmcs to circumvent men, arc 

very common in China. 

A Fourth Statement may be drawn from 

the charge made for the Adls, at 140 dollars 

for 30,000 chara<^crs winch would be thus : 

To cutting 1,000 bed fort, - - 46-J 

It will be pretty evident from thefe various 

Harements, that a llrangcr has very little chance 

of finding out the truth on a fiibjcdt concerning 

which it is fo much the intcrcft of this avaricious 

people to keep him in the dark. The middle 

llatement comes, however, prettynear to what we 
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h.irc bcci »hle to get our work done for at Ma- 
lacca. Bat then wc pijr very high for fuch of our 
workmen as comr from China, ab'iut double what 
thry cojid obtain for the fame quantity of work in 
their nwn country. In the H i^-cha f^^sze print- 
ing; of.u-e, opposite to the city of Canton, where a 
good dral of printing is carried on, they hire in 
workmen by the day as they want thrni; and I 
was told by the priefts, that one cash is allowrd 
prr chira<flcr, for the common fort ufcd in hand- 
b:IN, and public notices of fcaft days, and tracfls 
on fubj(<flj coniifcflcd with the pagan woifliip, 
&*. bf>ut 800 ca(h };o to a Spanifh dollar. Be« 
suirs the characters, there are various other marks 
charged; e. g. five fmall points, called Ici'n^ and 
which are Chinrfc tomntis^ are reckoned equal to 
a charader. Three fmall circles, called K*uen^ 
and which anfwcr as prriodf^ (land for a charac- 
ter. — Three upright ftrokes, placed frequently 
by the side of proper names of perfons, and which 
are called Cbfh, are equal to a characfler. One 
Kzuin^^ or fquare, which inclofes the n-^mes of 
countries, is considered as a charadler — The top, 
bottom, ind side lines, or icdf^rs, are alfii reckon- 
ed according to the size of the page. 

The Svo.NewTcllament contains 61 1 pages, and 
at a round calculation, about tw^j hnndr^d snd 
twenty^teven tbouiaftd. three iundrcd monofyllabira 
or charaiflers, including points and other marks. 
The charge for cutting thefe was 500 Spanifh do|. 
Urs, exclusive of 50 dollars for tranfcribing, &c. 
making in all 550 dollars, b<f(»re the blocks \iere 
ready for printing, whi.h is about elevcn-pencc 
Englifh, for each hundred characters. As above 
Hated, each copy now cods half a dcdiar; but there 
are occasional and incidental expences which when 
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accurately calcuUtcd woulJ raife it s^; fracflion 
hiphcr. - 

On conioarinprthc//2/of thr fimo. Chincfc Tes- 
tament with rhir rf fomc other versions printcil 
in India, the d iff re nee fcrms vcrv lirrlr. \x ron- 
taint 537 duodsitmo pi^'-s. whil" rhr H:ndt>ox- 
tance TrftimriU ofthcR'-v. H M.?rtin, printed 
by the Bible Sc^ci'-ry, at the Scrampore MiflTion 
pr^'s, contains ah. \it 970 Oormo ja:€<; and the 
Malav Tcftimcnr prj-jcJ i'l 1 8 7. hv thr ffmc 
S^ciffv, a:)d a: th.e fanK* « I «C", ao' ui 693 pages, 
alfo /;ii''Cr. Acc >rdi'i^ to this viiw, ihe ndvan. 
(agrcs will fcetn to hr iti fivdr < f the Cnintff; 
but it is to be c«»n<id rrd th^t a Chincfc paj^-*, 
h the fame as one of our k::vrs, which will 
make the paircs '»f the T flanient ab.)Ut 104: or 
nf\c hundred ^nd four pages more? tiian the Hin- 
dooftanee Ttftamenr. To Ci)U nerbalancc this 
ai^iiMi, let it br taken info account, that the 
H»ndt»oftanre Teflament is in o<5lavo, and the Chi- 
nefc in duodccitnr>; fo that the t^xo will be found 
to contain nearly the fime qnmrity of paper: 
the Chincfe indeed, notwithltanding its being 
}>rinted on one side of the paper only, will, 
if well preflcd in binciin^, go into Icfs room, 
and form a thinner volume than the other, but 
the Chinefe do not exd I in binding their books. 
The comparifon between a duodecimo book and an 
ocravo one, may feem unfair; but the octavo arc the 
only Indian editions I have f-m. Indeed it feemt 
that both thefc I have fpecifird, as well as the Chi- 
nefe, are equally capable of being put into one half 
of their prefent size, which will considerably lessen 
the price. To reduce the size of the Indian 
editions of the Scriptures, is an ohjecl under 
consideration by thcB.ipiifl Miilion aiScrampore, 
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and by other trjnflators ; and is what wr alfr con- 
re mplatc, IS foon as circumflanrcs uill uimir. 

Whether the wooHen blocks or the move- 
able metal types be ufcd, the adva rages for 
r dticing the sizi of the lerte r, wl! be nearly equal; 
f »r, the Chinefe fomecimes jtIiu exceedingly fm^ll 
—as fmall as we c:\n uril conceive pofUble to be 
done iviih chambers fo C'»n)p'ioari<l h^ theirs are, 
whether cut in thi ir own w.iv, nrc.ill in mouhis a«^d 
matrixes — nt all evri*rs as fm.ilJ as can .inlwer any 
ffaly Hs^fitl fr.d. The Lin*** prater, for ex- 
ample, cm be cur in a pfrtciilv cloar an*l Icg'Mc 
manner in the fj^uce of s.^^ scjh.i r trtu' • ard rhc l| 
D-calogue in tbef squ .r: tn ofs, T Mi, it will be 
allowed, is much ton fnill for anv purpofe of ge- 
neral practical utility; yet, wrre it cofisidered ^n 
r>%je6t to print fo fin ill, a good workman cm 
do it, and the imprcflions will be prrf.(flly le- 
gible. It c««nnot however be denied that in fuch 
a cafe, the face of the chara<5cr foon wears down, 
unlefs great cart: be tak^n in the printing. 

In i8i4» when the H. I. C fent out a perfon 
to print Mr. M.'s Chinefe Didionnrv, a great dif- 
ficulty occurred about the manner of doing it, fo 
as to combine the Chinefe charaAer and Roman 
letter together. The Chinefe wooden blocks 
wrre very ill fuitfd fnr this piirp^fe; and the 
perfons concerned, p ffcfr:-d neither inl!rum?nts, 
materials, or pracflical (k I fn fy[>e cj!li.ig They 
had feen fome fpccinuns c>f the fucceis of the 
Btpiin Million at Serampore, in carting the Chi- 
nefe character froni matrixes, which were very en- 
couraging; but for want of the proper inftruments 
and materials, no fucccfsful attempt could be 
made in this way. They had alfo feen Chinefe 
moveable types, with fpccimens of printing 
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from them; but :is thrfe \verc jpade to fort with 
each other, perfect exaftncfs in the size ami 
height of the body of the type, did not Item fo 
much attended to as woul<< be abr«»lutrly necciTirjr 
in cc'nibitiini; thrm virh European lypes. Aficr 
variLUi and unfucrefsful arr* mpts, they finally rc- 
folvid to foim a fleel mould in which to caft the 
bo<ly cif f hr type, and to cn)ploy native woikmcn 
In eiigriive the charadler on irs face. In this me- 
thod they were liiccc TnTuI beyond expcctii(ion. 
S« ntet me afrcr the Mflii n at M.'.lace;i w: s hr- 
g"»\ ah ur to.ODO ty.>e<, prepared on a ^\\\\ lar 
plin, w- re pu;ch.»fed in China nr.d fcnt d« wo, 
and C'»f s prepared for thrm, in which ir.cx were 
«rr^rgrd rxiCtly on il)c fame piincifileas in xb.c 
A'vwv-^**' Dictionary, followi g oi«t (he radfcal5, 
and eluding each char^dltr undei its own Htf*^ in 
regular order, fo that the cafes, as far as ihry go, 
exhib'ic the appearance of a (beet of the Die 
tionary. Bu: ihc niimber of the types is fo fmall 
that we have not bern able yet to make them bear 
on any purpofe of mucii prvcf} cal utility. G#- 
lumns of common news have been now and then 
attached to the Chinefc Magazine, with ihrm; 
and lad year (i8i8J a fmall C.itechifm was print* 
ed with them; they are alio occasion lly veijr 
-convenient when wanted in anyE'.glilh woik, 
e. g. the In(<o-Chint fe Gleaner, in which Chi- 
nefc quotations are fometiines given. But from 
th. ir fewneft, and from their requiring a pcii'on 
Well fkiJIed in the language to fet thrm up, we 
have found them as yet bv fyr too tedious for the 
general purpofcs of the M.flion, and of little real 
fei vice. ^'^ c are not however without hope iT 
turning them to much better advantage in the 
end, eipecially in Mifcellaneous pieces, in which 
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a great diversity of chanclcrs may not br require:!. 
In fctting np a p««ge with thrfcr, wliatevrr ch«. 
racters arc f-»uncl w^ntin^ nnulV be cu:, anJ (hf 
worktops till this be done; bur, as has brrn 
juftiv obCcrvrd, by the Meinbrr.H of the S. nrnpore 
Midion, iiific icncies ot this kind daily IcfTn in 
proporrion as the charaifteis increafe in nunibcr. 

With rcfpt A to iUc a Jvaniii^gs nt.d diSiJva ^u^ s 
ofihc Cl»inffc method of printing as contnfhd 
Hlth the European, it would require a prrfon 
more fully acquainted uicl^ both, tlian the uricif 
of thi< can pretend to br^ in order to do prrficl 
jurtice to the fubjrd. The following idcn.t, c<»l- 
leded partly from the experience of the MilTmn 
since it be^an tc» print, and paitly from the fen. 
timrnts of othr r peifons, both Chintfe and fo- 
feigners, are fubmitred to the consideration 4»f ihe 
reader. 

Before proceeding, three things muft be pre- 
mifed.— That the i.hiHisi lan^ua^e is essentially aif^ 
Jefent frum al aiphabettc /^jw^wa^o— and that though 
the European m'de of printing alpti;«betic Im. 
guages, will h^c be frequently adverted to, yet 
it is ibe turopean mode as apfited to the Chtfteie 'on^ 
fti^g^f /» wbtcb the cotitrajt is chiefly ttttemdtd. And 
finally, that the Chinese mode f.f pnniini muyt ch'efly 
be viewed as it exists tn Cbtna amo^i the Cbtnese them- 
selveS'-'-^txd not as cumbered with the extreme dis- 
advantages under which it appears abroad. Let 
thefe three things be kept in mind: how they b^ar 
on the fubjedt uill appear as ^e go along. 

The dfStidV'tnta^es of the Chinefc mode of print- 
ing with wooden blocks, mav perhaps be fuch as 
the following: — i. It does not fecm fowelladipt- 
ed for Mifccllaoeous pieces, and works of an 
cphcfneral kind, (e. g. newspapers, lifts of falcs. 
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bills, &cj at the European method; hecaufe the 
cxpencc of preparing a block, fay. for an Extra 
G.«zctt<r, which may never be called (or after the 
firll im^»rtfli.in is ftruck off, would be juftas great 
as to prepare one fur a book of lafting ucility. 
which tnay be c illcd fi)r ten or fifteen yearx hcncr^ 

2. It does noc ap^^eai fo well fuited f jr expedi* 
tion as clic European mecht)d is. Thecharadlers re- 
qu re considerable time in curting; a hundred and 
fifty per day, being about the number which 
a good workm.in cafi cut, i,.king tlie whole year to- 
gether. — Inrcg^^rvl :<» c Jlin^offinrpreirions, there 
may perhaps b-^ very Utile iiffvrcnce, except where 
a prv Is a mirs of a larg- tonn; in th. : cafe, the Chi- 
nele method v%hich ac^mits geneially of no more 

^ihan two pai^es, will be found the fljwcft. But 
fuppofc an Europ* an prcfs to admit a form offour 
pages only, then I ccii^ceive there will be fcarcc 
any difference, becaufe the European prcfs re- 
quires two men to work it, and the Chinefe only 
one; and two Chinefe workmen, each printing 
from a fepdrate block, will between them throw 
oif about as many Iheets in a day as the two 
men at the Englifli prcfs can, fupposing both 
parties equally qualifi d in regard to (kill and 
tlrengtU. But it the European prrfs be wrought 
by kufoperins^ not by people brought up in India, 
then in point of fpced the advantage will doubt- 
Icfs be in favor of the European method. 

3, When printing is extensively carried on in 
the Chinefe method, blocks greatly accumulate 
and become cumbcrfome; bccaufe, however ma- 
ny inches of Ictter-prcfs there may be in a book 
from beginning to end, there iijuft be exadWy as 
many inches of block, fo that a book of the size of 
an od^avo Xeftameut, will require a common trflnk 
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to contain the blocks, though clofcly picked up.— 
In Chincic printing ofHcrs, the blocks arc all UiJ 
on their eclgc, nn the (helves of a uoiden frame 
like a boi>k-ca(c. In the tiaf'fbdni.szf piinring 
office, there is a v.ift nunriber piled up on (urh 
Iranics. The bli)cks of a book of two hun- 
dred and forty l.»rcrc odavo vols, like the fi- 
/jtfi^^yf^* urj^.che^ niurt require a very large (pace 
to comain them. Tnis diiadvantage, the method 
has in commiwi with European (Kr.orype. B »rh 
sii(cs of tl>e wtioden j.lare are, however, uniformly 
cut. in order to diminifli the number as mucii as 
pofTihle. 

4. When a very large edition is printed o(Frrom 
the blocks, the face oi the chirjwKr wears ilown, 
and It lolVs in fonie meafure iti clearnef«; hence 
the p^g* ii apt to have a blotted appearance. 
Tnis IS na'urally co be eXDcCled of wooden plates, 
however fi:)c the gcain of the wood may be, and 
however durable its qtiality. The Chinefe try 
t<i modify this difadvantage by repeatedly drying 
the blocks, and not fufFciing the face to foften 
by being krpt long wet with the ink. After 
printing 2000 or 3OCO copies, they gently wafli the 
plate and let it dry. 

The permanent clearnefs of a Chinefe im- 
predion depenvis greatly on the quality of the 
wood of which the plate is made; on the good- 
nefs of the type. cutter's work; on the proper 
tempering of the ink, and on the care of the 
printer. If, for example, the printer be a clumfy 
or carelefs workman, the very fiilJ thoufand co- 
pies will appear blotted, and the blocks vill not 
laH any-' length of time — perhaps they will not 
bear casing off 6 or 7.0:0 Copies without 
being renewed, or at lead repaired. I am not 

H h 
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able to fav with certainty, ^bat number of copies, 
good blocks will bear to be call off: our printers 
there affirm, rhat /fr/r/v thousand can be printed 
from the fame plate, if it pofflfs the qualities and 
advantages above mentioned. From fome that wc 
have ufcd, in the fcrvice of the Miflion, upwards 
of ien ibcuanj copirs have been printed, and 
they fcem perfcclly able to bear another edition 
of the fame number, if carefully treated. — Indeed 
no printing with moveable metal types that has 
been executed here, or that wc have yet feen from 
India, equals in beauty the elcgmt editions of 
fome valuable books printed with blocks at Pe- 
king : but fuch elegant bt oks are not intended nor 
well fitted for general difpcrsion; and, after 
allowing the very utmoft to the block-printing 
which its mod firm fupporters could demand, 
the palm in regard to a clear and durably legible 
impreflion, njuft undoubtedly be yielded to the 
metal. 

5. The neceffity of cutting the fame character 
over and over again, if it (lion Kl occur a thou- 
fmd, or five thoufand time3 in the fame book; 
and the inapplicability of the blocks to any work 
but that one for which they were they were pre- 
pared — are to bceftcemed great difadvantages. 

6. The Chinefc mode of printing is, like their 
national policy, very unfociable; it is ill fuited 
to fort with that ufed in other languages. At- 
tempts have hccw made at different times to com- 
bine blocks and types in the same form; but 
chcy do not look well ; n'^d they muft be exceed- 
ingly inconvenient, difficult to fir in, anil cannot 
fail to render the execution very t<dic)us. In 
ff)me woiks on the Clunefc language, publiflird 
in France, an.J in Dr. NLvrlhman's Confucius 
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thii combination fcems to have been attempted j 
but» it mud have been attended with infinite 
trouble^ and after all is very inferior and even awk- 
ward in its appearance. Since the cading of the 
Chinefe charader in India, and the irj^riving of 
m^iuUIs at Macao, began^ the combination is juft / 
as cafy and beautiful, as that of Greek and Eng- 
|i(h— or Latin and Arabic. Here again, the 
Ciunrfe mode appears to great difadvantage, and 
the palm mull be yielded to the moveable metal- 
lic type's. 

7. To thefe we may add, that Chinefe blocks 
are of no fcrvicc when the charadlcrs are worn 
down; whereas metal types, howevrr old, furnilh 
the materials of a new fount. They can be re- 
call. Other difadvantages may deferve notice, but 
thefe arc what have occurred to ihe writer, as the 
chief ones. 

Toe advantages of the Chinefe method of 
printing with wooden-blocks, when contrafted 
with the European method as applied to the 
Chinefe language, may he fuch as the following. 

I. It feems fuited to the nature of the language. 
The difference between alphabetic languages, and 
the langu.ige of China is very great. In the for- 
mer, the number of letters felJom exceeds /<?r/y, 
which, being varioufly combined, can form all 
the words in the language — while there are more 
than fo^ty thousand in tiie latter. The preparing 
of 40,000 matrixes in which to caft thefe charadlers 
is a formidable undertaking; while to cut them 
in wood appears comparatively eafy. But as this 
part of the fubjcd will be more fully difcufled 
when we come to consider the head of rxpeme. 
I (hall difmifs it by remarking that though a 
feledioii of perhaps an sbymsand charadcrs of moft 
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frequent ufr, may be made, for which to form ma- " 
trixcs, and the herculean talk thus ^greatljr 
abriilgcd; yet the chara<5lcrs in Icfs trrqueiit ufe, 
mull now and then be employed, it a man write 
cxrcnsivrlv; ruid fuppofe he require to ufc any 
given charncilcr only twice in his life, yet for 
this character he murt be at the fam« colt to pro. 
vide a matrix.* as for one which ni.iy be re- 
quired 5COO times — fuppofc fuch a matrix to coft 
fwmty jbt..tnji>i • now, for thcfc twenry (hillings 
he can have more than fififcn hundred charadleri 
cut in wood In this there appears a vaft and 
manifcll advaruagein the Chinefc method. Thetc 
arc no rules, fo tar as I know, by obforving which 
a man may avoid the nectfliiy of using fuch a 
charadler, buc one, anil that is by lui^Oituting a 
lynonymous characftcr ; this may fomctirnes be 
done; but in fhe greater number of in(\ancr5, 
the fcnfe would fufFcr by fuch a proceeding; for, 
as the Chinelc themfelves obferve refpc<?llng their 
fynon)m()Us characters, " Though tluy feem 
alik^: in meaning, yet there are certain (hades'of 
difference; and though in fome inllanccs they 
may be ufv:ii for each other, yet in very few, with 
equal juHncfs, clearnefs, and fircc.** — The more 
fully we Uudy Chinefe, fo much the more will 
this oblervarion be confined. f 

2. It poirflcs all the advantages of European 
ftercotypc, except two — durability of the block, 
and the combining of feveral pages in a large 

♦ I'lie word matrix »» here used hU alongf lO include the 
PUNCH and whatever cise is nccessaiy 10 the furoiatioa of 
the mHirix. 

t To the Ciiine?c scholar it is )iardly necessary 10 adduce 
an examnle. --The t'olluwing however, maybe considered 
as a coiifiriUJicion k,{ this remark, '^^^^^J^* 
Sh::, kften, k'an, kwafl, loo, Ian. 
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form (nr printing. In moft other rrfpt&% the 
advantages are equal, and in one parcicul ir fu* 
pel lor, namely in rhc cafe with which ihr Chu 
ncfc block is prepared — in corrcdling alfo, I ima- 
gine the advantage \iill be in favor of the Chi« 
nefe mode. 

3. In the Chinefe mc thod, all sizc5 and forms of 
the charadcr, may be cur hv the fame hand, viith 
nearly equal expdition and cheapnefs. Suppofc 
a book on I'cience, illuUraced by a paiaphralc and 
notes. Here the text would be in a laigci letter, 
the p.^raphrale in a fiUiilUr, and the n>te8 in a 
third size. — Tliere mull be /i;r^^ different founts 
of ijrrs — to thcfc add the matluniauc.il, allio- 
nonucal, and physical signs, all of which in 
the uoik fuppofcd, v\«uilii fi id thrir place — thus 
matrixes tor three diflfvrent foits ot signs muft 
be prepared. Here then, is a combinaci«.n of 
i'x kinds of letters and signs, vvhich require to be 
cad in SiX different kinds of matrixes, and to 
be arranged in j/x ditferent cafes or depart* 
ments: fo many matrixes mull be very expensive 
^-and fo many cafes mull require a good deal of 
room. Turn now to the Lhinele metht>d; and you 
fee the fame man C(»mbine all the three sizvs of 
letter, anil all the three forts of signs in the fame 
page; cut them all with the lame intUuments; and 
fi»r about the fame pi ice, as it thev were all 
the common letter. Tlic Chinefe do not in- 
deeds ufe the fame signs in fcimtific bot»ks, 
as wedo; but from their sin^plicity (two or three 
excepted) it would be an ealy matter to intro- 
duce them; or to fuhOitute other marks equally 
efficient but more familiar to the Chintfe — and to 
either of which the reafoning lure would apply 
with equal foice* This may be extended not 
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only to chiiradtcrs of all sizfs, fupposing them fo 
m-'iny as twenty $ but likewife to all their diver* 
fificd forms^ to the Cbuin, le^ Tsam, Hittg, dung, 
Kif^iboo^ and other forms, with nearly equal fa« 
cility. I fay nea- ly equal, becaufe there would be 
really sotne difference boih in regard to fpecd and 
expenfc. A vcrv Urge, or very fm^ll sizcoFcha. 
r.ider, and their Icfs frequently recurring forms, 
will neCiflarily make fume differ-nce; but not fo 
as to ariVcl the ar^iument at all. Now, if it be c^n* 
sidcred that for all thrfe, no mouKts and matrixes 
fi>r citlling, no cafes for arranging of them, (the 
block tV.inies excepted) and no particular quali. 
ficatinn in fetting up, beyond (kill of hand in 
tracing the lines on the copy, — are required, 
there uill appear an adonidiing advantage on the 
side of the Chinrfe method. Whether that mny 
not be counterbalanced by the difadvantages that 
attend if, mult be left to the judgment of the 
reader. 

4. The apparatus neceflary for the whole pro- 
cefs of Chincfc printing, is exceedingly simple. 
No foundry for cafting; no complicated ma* 
chines for printing and binding; and no heavy 
rented houfc for a printing office,— are here re- 
quired. In printing Chinefc on a fmall fcale, 
every inftrument neccflary for the whole procefs, 
(a table and chair excepted) may be carried in the 
workman's hand, in a tolerably large pocket 
handkerchief, and all the work performed in 
the corner of a cellar, or garret, without noifr, 
and by the labor of one perfon only. And to 
carry it on an extensive fcale, a common trunk 
of four feet by two and a half, if well packed^ 
will contain the whole requisite apparatus. The 
difadvantage of the Chinefc pnss^ (or rather of 
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their way of calling off (hccts, for a prcTs ic €an* 
not be properly called) in not admitting to print 
Urge forms at once, is in fome mrafurecounterb^^ 
lanced by the rcmirkablc simplicity and confc- 
quent cheapncfs of its apparatus. 

Let us apply this view of the fuhjcdl to its prac* 
tical rcfults in the fprcad of divine truth through, 
China, in the three fillowing cafes: — i. In a fca- 
fon of perfccution — when the utmoft vigilance 
of the Chinefe police, will be roufed to fearch r>r 
every thing that relates to the G;»fpel. Tne Chris- 
tian printer, if perfccutcd in one place, may in rhe 
silence of night, pack up his appir;tus in a Cimil 
bundle, and carry it on liis back, like a fliephrrd's 
bag, to the next village; where, if he can obtain 
the corner of a cellar, five feet fqu^re, he mjiy be 
at work by next morning at breakfad time, as if 
nothing had happened; and (hould he in his 
flight, not be able to carry his implements with 
him, he will find another fct for a very fmall 
fum of money, in the fpacc of twenty-four 
hours, in any town or village where black-smiths 
arc to be found. Here he may print a few hun* 
dred or thoufand copies of fm:Ul rra<fls, or portions 
of the Scriptures; and, diftributing them as he can, 
may be ready to move again, fhould the violence of 
perfecution render it neceffary. Under peculiar 
circumdances like thefe, the cumbcrfomencfs of 
the blocks of a large work would doubtlefs be a 
hindcrance, as elfewhere obfcrved; but whetbeir 
that would not be counterbalanced by the prefent 
viewof thefubjc(?, I leave to others to determine. 
It is perfedly evident, that in the cafe fup- 
pr>fed, printing on the European plan would 
be abfolutely imDradticihle.* The moveable Chi^ 
* FORTABLK pdtetic priiiiin^ presses, would perhaps an- 
swer —but ooi havia; sceQ any suciii £ cauooc say any 
Uiiog of them. 
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nefc ctiaradlcr, >*hcther of wooJ or metal, \t print* 
id by means of tbs band and iftusb^ (without a prcfs) 
might however anfwer very well, fupposing chc 
types already prepir'-d; a^ fcveral thoulands 
could go into Very little room, and be removed 
without difficulty ; but in cafe of accidents^ the 
lofs of the whr»le or part. Could not be easily re- 
paired; and if bur five or six othcrcharadlers (bould 
be wanted, the w<irk muft be detained for fomc 
little timr ; and an application to others render- 
ed nec^lTary, which mi^h.f provt* ultimately fatal to 
the mm and his objc(fl. 2. In a t mc whrn Mis- 
fionaries miy he permitted to trivrl through 
China to propagate divine tiurh. Tnis will af* 
ford an opportunity for our contemplating the 
pri-fs in a li^^ht entirely new— and in which to the 
bcft of my knowledge it has never appeared in 
\Viy of the countries t)f the well, viz. as an Uine 
r ini. Itinerant prejcbt*,^ every one knows about; 
I riN» RANT Printing is not fimiliar to us. Let us 
then for once, fend the prefs out to make the tour 
of China. Suppofe a Miflionary frts off from 
Canton, taking his printer with him, and a 
fmall box, or bundle of tools. Paper, and wood 
for plates, he may find almoft every where. He 
purfu'-s his courfc along the fouth-eail coa(l, 
through the provinces o( F k^en, Cbib^kianf^^ Ktang 
nan, and S.han^/unv, to Pekifigi, and on his way 
home purfues a different route, through SboM-see, 
Knn^ijb, Cize-cbuen, Tun^-^nan, and Kwang-see^ (^c. 
Now, in each of the provincial towns, he may find 
it neceffary, or ufefnl, to publilh a frnail traft, or 
a (hort abftraft of Chrillian dodrine, or fume fc- 
Iccft portions of the word of God. Part of the 
day he preaches, and part of it is devoted to pre- 
pare cUefc for the prels. If they do not extend 
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beyond tight or ten p»get» the printer by a lictU 
extra exertion will in as many .days ^fin lib 
one. If it be a mere ab(lra(5l, in one day it may 
be ready. The trad is printed^ diHributed^ and 
the blocks maJe a prefcnt of to fome Derfbni 
who may from regard to their own intere(t» muL 
tiply copies anJ ull them. — If he want the fame 
tradl^or fome other one at the next province^ oe 
large town» it can be prepared; and if he travit bj 
waur, the printer may be at work all day, as tho 
inlind navigation is fcldom attended with ftich 
motion of the veflVl aa to prevent people fromi 
carrying on their ufual work. The trad may be 
nearly ready by the time they reach the place 
where it is to be circulated,. It is circulatedi and 
another, if wanted^ prepared, printed, circulated^ 
and the blocks as in the former inftance, given 
away. Thus he ads through all the ten pro^ 
vinces through which we have conduded hini; 
him. On his return home, he can calculate thai 
he has, by the good hand of his God upon him, 
not only preached the Gofpel round the border 
of the Chinefe Empire, but alfo printed tcif, pt 
more trads, in ten r>f its provincifil cities^ in each 
o( which thoufaftds of copies were dillributed, 
and where the blocks dill remain to multiply 
thoufands more. The principal advantages vf 
this itinerant printing would be the following—* 
the printer, if a good man, would be a helpful com^ 
paoion to the Miflionary in his journies and thf 
viciditudcs that attend them — the work being 
carried on under the Miflionary^s own eye, in 
his own lodgings, and under his entire control, 
many difigreeable hindrances would be preventedi 
having with him a Chriftian brother, or a man in 
whom he cin place confidence^ he is in fome 

I i 
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mearure Tecured againft the imposUiont that 
might be pradrfcd on him as a ftraf^gcr, if he hid 
to deal with the printers of each feveral province; 
and the expenfc of the workmanfhip would not 
be much greater than the wages of a mechanic for 
the length of time \yhich the tour would require* 
It is granted, that a man itinerating in Efi^land, 
Holland^ or France, V^erc prinuhg eftabliih- 
mcnts arc found in every chief to\yn, might do ajl 
this with perhaps lefs trouble, than on the plan 
here noticed; l^ut the nature qf the Ghinefc 
language prevents, 4nd will perhap; for ;)ges pre- 
vent, the application of the European method tq 
the extei)t here fuppofed. To prepare printing 
prelims and metallic moveable chara^efs in teif 
Cities oi China, fifty thousand p^unJs s'u hnz at 
leaft, rauft firft be funk, and m^ny years futfered 
to elapfc ere the plan could be made cffeiitive. 
^hc other plan could be adopted to-m'^rrow, 
were permiflion granted to fpread pie Gofjpel iii 
China. Of the pracflicability of itinerant pririt- 
ing I have an inftancc in my own experience.-^ 
In i3f4» ^^ ^ ^our through the Chincfe fettle- 
ments in the Malay Iflands, I took a Chinefi; 
printer with nie, (fee f<:<ftion nth.) Three 
fmall pieces were cur, partly at fca, and chief- 
ly at Baravia.' Several thoufand copies were 
printed and circulated there; and pn our arrival 
at Malacca the fame year, where we Hayed only 
five days, feveral hundred copies were printed an4 
circulated. 3. To minillers difperfed throiiglj 
China, and fettled over pari(hes or churches. (Be- 
fore this deflderatum can be looked Tor, feyera| 
ages will no doubt revolve ; but it is an bbj'^<fl cq 
be hoped and labored for^* Let iis fuppofc it 
aAually realized.'— A thoufand minifters of Chril^ 
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(«.finall number mdced) are fettled oTer %% mafij 
pai idles or churches. * Of this'choufand^ •we buw'* 
if id poflefs ability and leifure to wriie Chriftiaii 
books. They are placed in diflferenc parts of the 
Empire. Paftoral duties take up ehe chtef. part 
of their time; bur in courfc of a month each may 
be able to write a (horc pra(5lical difcourfe or^ufe^ 
ful Eflajr for the benefit of his people. In ^ne 
year each will produce twelve fu;«S» that ft, ari 
hundred monthly, or twelve hundred annually. In 
MS. they can be of comparatively little fervicc— 
in applying the European mode of printifi^; to 
the Cninele language at each of their fiations. 
half a million of Englifli money would hardly fuf- 
iice — if the copy is (ent to lome large printing 
eftablifhment atadiftance, robe printed, and there 
(cnr back, fume crpenfe, rii]c» delay, and other in- 
conveniences are incurred. The printing muft b€ 
fuperinrended and the proofs corrcArd by others^ 
unlefs the author remove from his charge fora time, 
to fuperintend the printing himfelf. But in the 
Chinefe method, each of the hundred authors, may 
have his own printing prefs, and the work done at 
home, under his own eye, at an expenfe by no meana 
great. Let us mike a calculation of the coft for 
workmanship. A fmall room, or part of one, will 
be neceflary — but the workman may have his bed 
on one side, and the printing table on the other^ 
as is often feen in China. — Allow 40 Sicca Rupees 
for utensils, of various forts — and 20 for the work* 
mao*8 monfhiy wages, nith 10 Rupees for plates^ 
which will in a year amount to 250 Rupees,— or 
190 Rupees for preparing a fmall volume of Ser« 
mons or Efljys for printing. Reduced .to Eng- 
li(h money it would be about L. 36-5. This 
fum is to be liquidated by the copies to be caft 
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af<^in courfe of an edition of lO of 15,000 co- \ I 

^pi>B, this, togcihef with the coft of paper, maf 

Eerhaps be done: fuppofe an edition of 8,700 to 
e all fold, and me English penny of clear profit 
on each copyi the whole coft would be repaid-^ 
the blocks would be ftill good — and bear to print 
thoufandft more. The printing may be carried 
on/inonthljr at the cutting of complete parts, i% 
finifhed, or at the end of the year. This work could 
be accohfiplilhed in Cbina^ (fupposing 00 perfe«. 
eution) for lefs money; but it is better to 
aflfume a rather high data, as there are many 
incidental expenfes difficult to calculate before* 
hand^ To fay, that the cxpcnfe would be lefs 1 

in England, may perhaps be correal; but it j 

is irrelative to the point at iflue; bccaufe it 
aflumea a falfe premifes: it iuppofes the cir- 
eumftances of the countries in regard to printing, 1 

to be equal, which is far from being the cafe, nor ' 

can they be ever fuppofed to be exadly the fame, 1 

while their languages differ in points fo ciTcntiaL ' 

If the thoughts advanced under this particular 
be, in fubftance, .corre(fV, the fubjedl has an 
additional claim on the ferious attention of 
Miflionary, Tra<fl, and Bible Societies — and what j 

bas been faid, will apply with equal force to ob« I 

}t6k% of science at well as of religion, where tho 
fpread of knowledge by books and fmall publica. 
lions, is required. A fcientific man, ledluring ^ 1 

on hidory, natural philofophy, &c. in the ci- I 

ties of China, may alfo print an^abftraA of 
the fubjeifls and leave in the county as he pafles 
along. The simplicity of the ChineCe prefa 
and the eafe with which it can be fet up in Any 
place, at any time, and under almoft. every va« 
riety of circumflanccs,— -will no doubt ultimately 
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alFiird amazing facilitiet to. the fprfu) of know. 
Irdge. I cannot but look fofward^with a degree 
of envf to that hiippy future age, whenOod will 
remove every oblljc le to the preaching and frtnt^ 
I If of his holy word in China; and when the 
Chincfe preis wUI, (according to my prefent opu 
nion j prove one of the mighrieft engines for the 
diffusion of tiuth, that ever the world faw. ^ 

5* There may be a considerable faving of ex- 
penfe in piper, on the Chinefe plan.— Moveable 
types cannot be kept long (landing; an edition 
of Tome extent mu(l be printed off at once; if 
not» the labor of diftributing and compoiing the 
type feveral times, niuft be fubmitted to. If a*^ 
large edition be ftruck oflf. a considerable fum of 
money mud be at once funk in paper, and if there 
be noc a rapid demand for the book, the chances 
are that no fmall proportion of the copies will be 
entirely loft. But with the wooden blocks (at 
with European ftereotypej t-here need be no 
more caft off than to fVrve the immediate de- 
mand, and no more paper purchafed than theco« 
pies require. Thus, neither the out-tay of capital^ 
nor the lofs of intereft. nor the rent of ware« 
houfes, need be incurred. If an hundred copiea 
be wanted, rhey are cad off. When a fecond de« 
mand for another hundred, or for a thoufand^ 
comes, it ia ferved alfo; and fo on through ten 
or twenty different editions, if the blocks laft aa 
long — and at fuch intervals of time aa thecircunv- 
ftancea may%equire, inaa much as the blocks once 
prepared require no farther labor. 
< As a farther illuflration of this particular, the 
following daten^em is offered. The blocks for a 
certain Chriftian book were cut in the beginning 
of iti5» and editions caft off as follows: 
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vv Time. Copies. 
tSl5 February too 
— - June aoo 

— ^ Auguft ICO 

— — - November lOO 
i8t6 January lOO 

>8i7 February 50 

— -T- April 50 

Thus, in courfe of 



1817 
1818 
1819 



Time. 

Jane 

September 

June 

November 

March 

September 



Copies* 
100 
100 

ICO 

100 

ICO 

300 



thirteen fmall 



four years, 

editions have been printed from the fame blocks, 
according to the demand for the book — and art 
equal number of editions may be printed fr<^m it 
during the next four years — and the whole nu,m. 
b<r of copies in the twenty-sii( editions at this 
rate, woutd not exceed 3,000— which would be 
bill ^f edition, and that a fmall one too, on the 
ipoveable type plan. — In the former cafe, (fup- 
posing the wojk done where paper can be bought) 
the price of the paper is required at twenty. six 
different times, and in the fpace of eight years; 
in the latter, it muft be laid out all at once in the 
firft year, while fome copies of the book will be 
ftill on hand at the clofc of the. eighth. But this 
adyantage,commontoal] ftcreotype, is fully known. 
, 6. The Chincfc methpd poifTeffes fome advan* 
(Ages for fecurity againft error, and eveafor pro- 
gteflive improvement^ in the: ftylc of a book» 
Vhjch dcferve notice. Cbinefe books, it is true, 
9je often iuW of typographical errors;, but that is 
entirely owing to the negle^ of thofe who exe« 
cute, or fuperintend the execution o^ them, anci 
not at all incident to. the mode itfplf. For, if 
the plutes be once corrcil, they, ; remain^ ? fo 
through whatever number of editions may be cait 
off. Let us fuppofe good plates, well cut, and 
cbrrcAed this year (1819,} to lad for twenty years 
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ro come (and if well cared for» they will perbapt 
liifl this leagth of cimej and that an edition it 
(Ciilt off every year. The care of the author is 
exerted to the utmod over the firft edition, which 
he renders corrc<f^; but through all the fubfequent 
.nineteen editions, no farther attention is required 
from him. Should he go abroad, the printing 
of his book, through the giren twenty years, 
will not fuffer by his abfence. Should he die, 
it wilt be the fame — the blocks may be left as 
an inheritance to his children, who though they 
may pot know a single charader themfelves, have 
only to hire in by the day, the neareft workman, 
(as ignorant of letters as they are), and print to 
luppiy the prefent demand, or fifty fubfeqiient 
ones ; and at the didance of twenty years from the 
author's death, the twentieth edition will be juft as 
corrcd as the firft was. In books of (landard va- 
lue, this if of incalculable importance, as every 
new edition by moveable types, is in dangeir of 
fupcradding a frefti (hare of errors. 

The ftyle of a hook, (e. k« a version of the 
Scriptures) may be progreflively improved on 
this method, with-<bmpirativcly little trouble: 
verbal errors.-may be reiftified; clumfy fentencea 
altered — obfcure paragraphs, expunged, and more 
perfpicuous ones, fubllituted, — without the labor 
of recomposing any other parts of the book than 
thofc which required emendation. In the fe* 
cond edition of a book like the New Tedamenr, 
there may be corredlions and alterations wanted 
to the number of ibne bnudred — a workman ft 
called, and where a verbal alteration is required, he 
cuts out the wrong charader, puts in a slip of 
wood in its place, and cuts the right charader 
thereon.^-^If a whole line, or paragraph muft be 
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expunged, and replaced by anotficr, it undcrgort 
a similar proceft. If there be a fuperfluous cha« 
ra^er, it and two of its neigh hours» on each side» 
are cut out — a long flip of wood infcrted, and 
four charaders inflead of five, arc cut on its fur* 
face. If fevcral words have been omitted, or are 
jrequired to make the fubjedl mbrc perfpicuous^ 
perhaps half a line may be cut our^ and the cha- 
raders on it, with thofc to be fupplied are writ, 
ten and cut a little clofcr to each other, on the 
piece of wood to be inferted— or two whole lines 
may be put in the place of one, by making the 
charaders fmaller— deficiences are often thus fup^- 
plied. The appearance of the page isj indeed, a 
little injured thereby; but people accuftonled to 
this method, fcarcely ever give that a thought, 
as long as the legibility and ufcfulnefs of the book 
are not injured, Thefe three hundred corrcdions 
and alterations could be made for lefs than one 
fifth of the labor that would be neceffary to fet up 
moveable types for a fecond edition; and without 
that rifle of increasing the quantum of errors^ by 
omiflions and miflakes in going over thofe parts 
of the book fuppofcd to be correct,-* which is in- 
cident to the other mode. We may amplify thrs 
idea. ' Suppofe A. and B. to make each a version 
of Fcrgufon's Inilicutes of Moral Philofophy; 
A.'s to be printed with the wooden blocks, and 
-B.'s by mibveable metallic charadlers. Both are 
ready for the prefs, and equally correct for a fxrft 
edition ra thoufand copies of each, is wanted. * In 
the cafe of B. this number muft be caft off ait 
otice, and he can have only ant opportunity of 
xorreAing his version, till a fecond editiofi be 
called for. A. however^ may have /^a. A.cafls 
4)iF this mqnih one hundred copies*; In thefe he 
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will fimi much to corrcft (as will alfo be ihc cafe 
with B.) He examines, marks, and has them 
correiflcti — and next month he prints another 
hundred copies. In this fecond edition, he will 
alfo find many errors; -hefc he corredls, as in the 
farmer; and in the third month prims another 
hundred copies. On perusing this third edition 
of his work» he will Hill find room for corredtions, 
which are made as on the former occasions— 
and fo on ro the tenrh. Thus A. has un oppor* 
Cuni;irs of improving his version, while B. has 
only Of/, unlcfs he cither keep the whole woik in 
(landing types for chc given time, or be at the ex- 
penfe ot Tctting up his book ten times, neither of 
which wfiuld he found convenient or cheap. This 
is not mere hypothetical reafoning: it has been 
in cafes similar to A.'s, aduallv realized. I could 
n<iw point to a hook that has undergone Jive 
rcvifaU of this kind since the firO edition was print- 
ed ; in each fever«il inflance, alterations and cor- 
rections like thofe above fpecified, were madei 
the flyle has been, in nor a few places, improved; 
the btiok is vatlly more corredb; and unlefs when 
the page is very minutely infpeCled, no one can 
perceive any difference in the laft impreflion from 
the fird one. The original plates flill remain; 
and will very likely in courfe of years, undergo the 
other five revifals. Allow that the labor and ex- 
penfe of the ten revisions of the work of A, 
would probably amount to that required for fee- 
ling up a fecond edition of B.Vs; Hill B has but 
a fecond opportunity of revising — and A has the 
advantage of him by ftjrbi. 

^tterj^^wbub $/ the tw methods is the cheap :^ 
#i// I. e. whiibif is ii cheaper /# prini Chinese ^•iks 

K k 
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wib wooden plates^ in the Cbinesi way^ or io prtni 
item with moveable meiall e types f 

Nor having a fuflicienc fcrics of fadls on both 
•ides of the fubjccfl, to form proper data, I choofe 
raiherto propnfc this in the f<irm of quelHon, than 
to affirm any thin^ relative to it. Without fteinjj 
both methods fairly deveh)ping their advantages, 
no man can be a proper judge of their merits; 
and without a full, clear, explicit, and merchant, 
like ftatement of all and every item of expenfc 
attending both methods, for a given quantity of 
ttork^ ffay an edition of thirty thoufand copies of 
fome (landard hook,) there is no means of com- 
ing to a corredl decision. In fuch ftatcmcnt the 
expenfe of carting and preparing of metallic types, 
on the one hand, and of purchasing and cutting 
the wooden plates on the other, ought not to be 
left out. It may indeed be faid, that the firft coft 
of the metallic types is very great* and as they 
uill bear to cafl off more than double the given 
number of copies, it would be unfair to calculate 
the whole coft of their preparation in an account 
extending only to 30.000 copies. — This is very 
true ; but let a fair pro],oriion of the firrt coft of 
the metallic fount, come into the account, and 
then there will be no difficulty. The prcfs, from 
the regular and eafy manner in which the preflurc 
falls on the (licet, affords greater advantages for 
printing on doib sides of the paper, than the Chi- . 
nefc method does, which may be a considerable 
Hiving as to paper; but then it ought to be c<»n- 
sidered, that Chinefe paper, like that of Eu- 
rope, is of various kinds and various prices; and 
that printing on both jjides of the flicet, uirh a 
Valuable fort of paper, may in fad be no favingof 
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rxpenftf at all, unlcfs wc fupporc that paper of the 
ramequality and price be employed on both methodf » 
Chinele paper tolerably thick, and of a tough and 
firm texture will bear a light impredion on both 
sidfs vrry well, either fr(»m the prcfs, or from the 
hiufti. but the expenfc of fuch paper is consider- 
ably higher than that of a coarfer fort which an. 
fwrrs equally well when printed on one side only, 
and will give a clearer imprcdiDn than the other. I 
am of opinion that to make the imprcflions equaU 
ly legible, a more expensive kind of paprr is 
wanted where the (hect is piinrcd on both siiles, 
than when printed on one only. This feems of 
vital impnrtance to the qucHinn and ought on no 
accnuiu to be overlooked by thofc who may have 
opporrunitirs and patience to attend ro it. For, 
a fuperBcial thinker, on hearing that the Chinefc 
print on one side of the paper only, and that by 
using a European prcfs, it may be printed on 
both sides, will go away with the idea that on the 
latter plan, oi\c half the expenfe of paper will be 
favcd, whereas in truth there may be fcarcely any 
faving of expenfe; but a little in the iiz^ of the 
book merely. 

Agiin, in calculating ihc expenfe of both me- 
thod<, it will be proper to consider that men, 
poflTeflcil of a tolerable knowledge of the Chinefc 
language, able to analyze the chanclers, and con* 
fult the Didionary, will be neceiTiry as compo« 
sitors, where the metallic characters are employ, 
ed; and their wages may be expedlcd to be high. 
er than that of block cutters whofc only busincfs 
is to follow their copy. Of this latter fort there 
arc many in China, females particularly (for they 
^al(o cut as well as men,) who cannot read a single 
wufd; and yet they earn their daily bread at chis 
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world But fuch could riot be employed as com-. 
po«itors; for, to fct up Chlnrfe — a langopgr, poi- 
fcfling an almod endlcfs number of fymboU,— 
differs widely from fetting up a page of Englilh,- 
where a man has but to learn to didinguifli the 
apartments in the cafe, where the 26 letters of 
the alphabet, points, &c. are contained. Nou^ 
if even this cannot he well done uithi>ut it*me 
little kno\%Iedge of reading, how much IvW can 
the other, where each charadler is to be fought 
out amofig fo many, and where the facility ir» 
finding it mull ncceflarily depend on being able 
to recognize its component parts? But a tolera- 
bly educated Chinefe cannot be employed for 
much lefs than double the wages of a mere me- 
chanic; and I am pcrfuaded that men <>f tolera- 
ble education are ncceiTary to carry on ihU woik 
with expedition. 

There is another thing of the firft conftqtiencc 
to the queftion, namely, that the nature of the Lbi* 
nese language, muft necrflarily increafc the rx- 
penfeof typc-calling. Fird, from the complicnted 
nature of each charadcr, singly considered. The 
(Irolces in the charaftcrs vary from one to upwards 
of fifty: but as charafters fo very complicated as to 
contain fifty, forty, or even thirty ftrokes, will not 
be often foutid neceflary, let us fupf>ofe ten as a 
fort of medium; and it will be evident that to 
form a matrix for a fymbol containing ten ftrokes, 
(c. g. fl@ K'o — one — a numeral.) — requires more 
iabor than to form one for M. or W. the moft com- 
plicated of our Roman letters, and muft of con- 
icquence increafe the expenle.* Secondly, from 

. * Whether or not the circular strokes in llie Roman 
letters, may not deserve to be cast into the scale here I can* 
not say-— I suppose, howeveri they are more difficuU tkaa 
the Chinese strokes. 
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the ffffut number of matrixes which will be ne^ 
ccfliiry in order to form a fount of Any extent. 
In an alphabetic )4ngu;ige the number ot whofe 
letters and other charadlrrs, does not exceed uxy^ 
the talk c.f forming a fuuiit of i) prs» fufiicienc 
tu exhaud all the words which it coiuaint, were 
it podible for them ro amount to a miU.fin^ is com- 
paratively eafy; becauic its nc'uns, verbs, adjec- 
tives, &c. with rheir rcfj)edlivc modifi acions i»f 
declension, inflccli(»n, and cnrnparifon, are all 
formed by the diversified coml>m ttion o( the fame 
letters; and all the various Oiades of found in 
vovicis, accents, and paufes, together with fuch 
other charaiflers as may be uftful to afljft the rea- 
der, or writer, (fuch as the hyplien, the paren« 
thesis, paragraph, &c.) may all be marked by the 
repeated a()plication of the fame points and cha. 
raders. Thus both the sound and fenfe of the 
words in an alphabetic language, may be exhaulK 
ed by the various combinations of the faid j/x/y 
letters and characters. I am not aware that the 
characters cfany of fMir European languages, in. 
eluding all their marks, will amount to 200 ; but 
I mention this number, in order that the alplia. 
betic language may appear uith every poffible ad« 
vantage, when, placed in competition with types 
formed for a fymbolic language, in the fcale of 
expenfe. If a larger number be aflumed as the 
medium, it \iill not afTct the argument. 

Now, the fmallelt fount of Chincfc moveable 
types, which we can fuppofe to be edicient for a 
work of any extent, will require perhaps /c;^ ibou^ 
sand characters, or five thousand words, every sin- 
gle chara<5ler forming a word — and this would be 
only about •«/ tenth ot the fymbols in the Chinefe 
ianguagc; and would form only about m# ti^Bth 
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or th<^ words in the Englifh language. '^ But as a 
"-grrar number of Chinefc' characters are neailf 
fynonymous, and fomc obfoletc,* the five thoufand 
aflTumedy will perhaps form a ia/of rhe moftufe- 
I ful and daily recurring vvord.<<; and if chofcn and 
applied with judgmrnr, niay, with fome fupplies 
of luch nev characters as the occasion (liall re- 
quire, be f«»und very ufeful; efpecially If we 
consi*<er thar a Chinefe charaif>er may be oc- 
casioH'tliy ufed as a noun, an adjedlive, or a verb; 
and likewiie that by changing a character in 
the Copy f )r another in the fount of the fame, 
or nearly the fame signification, the neceffity 
of forming a new matrix may be avoided. Mak- 
ing thcfe concedions in favor of the move- 
able metallic charadlers, we mud fiill consider 
fve iiousand as our medium. But thefe five thou- 
fand charaftcrs will require five thousand different 
matrixes I and here the firft expenfe muft be great 
indeed. The price. of matrixes for alphabetic 
languages I am utterly ignorant of; but let it be 
supposed^ for the fake of argument, that each matrix 
cofis one pouid sterlings then, matrixes for all the 
words, p(;ints, and chara<flers» in the Engliih lan- 
guage, would cofi two hundred ptunds i while ma- 
trixes for little more than one^tentboitXxz charaftcra 
in the Chinefe language, or about one^b.uj of the 
moft ufeful words, would cofi five thot sand pou iu* 
s.'erlfftg, and if the more complicated nature of 
the character to be calculated, the expenfe will rife 
higher. — Thus, a very considerable capital muft 
he funk, before any work of great txtent can be 
begun. — If three dffertnt sixes of type be em- 
ployed, in the former cafe, (i.e. European me- 
thod) the expenfe .will: be six hundred founds ster^ 
//if/, and Ja the latter, fifteen thausand. There are 
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other things rquilly applicable to both methods, 
when the work is executed in a Joret^m coHnfr\^ 
which alfodeferve attention in a calculation of the 
expenfe — fuch as, a higher price charged from fo. 
reignersfiir paper than from natives — port dunes- 
coil of carriage by fea — and rifle, or infurance: thefe 
muff increafe the expenfe of printing our of Chi* 
na, in proportion to the diflance to uhich the 
paper mav be carried. Thefe fuggeflions arc of- 
fered with the view of aflilYing thofe who majr 
think the fubjedt worthy ot their attention. From 
all that has yet come before the public, the ques- 
tion feems (lili unanfwered^ and I fear, mull 
remain fo for many years to come. For, on the 
one hand^ the Chinefc method of wood-block 
printing can at prefent be contemplated only un- 
der very difadvantageous circumllances, and in 
its moft expensive fGrm5; and, on the other, the 
European mode as a()plicd to the Chinefe Ian* 
gu^ige^ will require fome time to unfold its merits 
and advantages — yet, an approximation may be 
made to the point at iflue; and every wife and 
good m.in, will, when pride of hypothesis and 
party feeling fubfiJe, rejoice tp fee the cheapcft 
and moft efficient mode difcovered and adopted. 

But, when benevolent, or religious objects are 
propofcd, the bare expense is not the only consi^ 
deration that (hould have weight: other circum- 
llances mud alfo be taken into account. It is» 
for example, of importance in fending Chriftian 
books into China for circulation, that they be 
as free as poflTible from every thing/^r^i^n in their 
external appearance and manner of execution; 
and (their (•w/^ff/i excepted) as like Chinefe books 
as if they had been adlually written and printed 
by the people themfclves. If so^ they may pafs 
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I cuftom houfes, and through the' book-fcncr*s^ 
(hop, as if they had fallen from the clouds; no 
difference in paper, binding, ^yp^g>'*phy, or ink/ 
appearing about them, rhcy are not fufpedled to 
he foreign, till the contents begin to be pcrufed, 
and even then, unlefs the ftyle he very barbarous, 

I they-miiy be fuppofcd the work of fomc native, 
U'ho has travelled. But if their external appear- 
ance indicate that they have come from abroad^ 
or if there be about them fome deviations from 
the common way in which Chinefe bonks are exe- 
cuted, the ever aflive jc*alousies of that people 
may be roufed, and truth \*hich, on the other 
plan, might have silently perambulated ihecoun- 

' try, may be (lopped in its matcli; an identity at 
to fenriment, being difc^vered in the book exe- 
cutcd according to the Chinefe manner, with the 
other, marked with fome foreign appearances^ 
may lead to a general inveftigatinn, and draw 
forth imperial edi'fls againft chriftianity. This 
it is admitted may be the cafe even where the 
appearance of the book is entirely Chinefe; but 

I it is n»uch more likely to be fo where this is not 
the cafe; and it may dtfrrve ferious consider- 
ation whether the ri(k of fo fatal a blow to the 
good caufe in its very beginning, (liould be run 
for the f:ike of a problematical fdving of a little 
expenfe — I fay problematical, becaufc it ftill re- 
mains to be proved whether the moveable me- 
tallic charaiflers will really be a faving of ex- 

^ penfe to the public or not — but could the affirm- 
ative be demonftrated as clearly as any mathema- 
tici»l problem ever was, the political aversions of 
the Chinefe people to every thing foreign, or 
fufpcded to be so, (except what the laws recog- 
nize) would ftill defcrvc the deeped attention 
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from all public bodies of men, who luive the con- 
version of China to the faith of Chrift, in vicxr. 
When it fliall pleafc God to lay China open 
to the rfFi)rt$ of ChrilHan benevolence and lite- 
rary rcfcarch, then, evcrv nn<*tiiod which inven- 
tion candifcnver and wird<»m approve of, may be 
boldly and vi'^oroufl/ emf)loycd. The great nc- 
ccdiry of caurion in rhe point under considera- 
tion, has led the Ulcra-jjancrcs MilR )ni to em- 
ploy the moveable metallic chara^flers much lef$ 
than they would have done, and to pay Ids at- 
tention to increasingr ihrir fount. 

Ac the clofc of ihcle dclultorv remarks on the 
fubjedl of Chinefe printing, it is perhaps but 
right to avow that thry have been in part drawn 
forth by papers which appeared fome time ago, in , 
the Evangelical and Biptift Magazines, at a pc- ' 
riod when the merits of the cafe, on cither side, 
could be but very imperfedlly eftimated. From 
thofe papers it fecmed that the motive of both the 
parties who efpoufed the different sides of the 
queftion, was equally benevolent and honorable — 
namely, a wi(h furnidi the people of China with 
the holy Scriptures and other Chriilian books, ac 
as moderate an expcnfe as pofTible; each feemcd 
Co wi(1) to be the fir([ in this labor of love; and 
though their views as to the mode of executing it, 
differed in fome points^ their hearts were united 
in the determination to make the utmod of the 
refpeiflivc methods for which their situation af- 
forded moft advantages. — The fcntiments of the 
members of the Chinefe Mission on the fubjedt, 
may be gathered from this fedion; and thofe of 
the members of the BaptiO Mission in India, from 
their various reports o( tranflations which have 
appeared annually since 181 2. The favfl fecms 

L I 
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after all to be, that both methods are good, 
and may be employed each by itfcif, or the two 
combined, according to circuniflanccs. It it 
doubtlef^, desirable to have full information on 4 
fubjec"l like thi:.; for, allowing that prcfcnt circum^ 
ftances did not admit of turning fuch information 
to purpofes of immrdiatc and pratflical urility.yet 
a time may not be fnr off when that can be done; 
and were we, for the fike of argument, to fuppofc 
that human weakncfs and infirmity fliould lo far 
prevail ovcrthofe who warmly cfpoufc cither the 
o*te or the other side of rhc quellion, as to make 
tiiem (hut their eyes on the dailv unfolding ad* 
vantages of the other method; and (houKi they for 
the fake of appearin^: consistent with themfclves, 
fleadily refufc the adoption of what their own 
hearts fccretly approve of; yet they will not live 
for ever, and another genrrarion, rising up with, 
out feelings warmed and biaflcd by the difculfion 
of what may after all prove to be but a fpeculative 
queftion, — will view the fubjcdl more difpalfion- 
ately, and be prepared to adopt whatever method 
the circumrtances of the times aud progrefs of in- 
vention and improvement, may demand. It it 
faid of the worthy Mr. Baxter, ** that he was a 
man born for mor*: lading fcivice than that of one 
age" — this fcntiment ought to be engraven on 
all our hearts, and in every thing we tliould aim 
to promote the benefit and improvement of fu- 
ture generations as well of that in which we live; 
and though the fuHjeft of printing falls more pro- 
■ perly within the province of the mechanic, than 
of the Misstunar)g yet ufeful information (hould 
be cheerfully and readily afforded by the latter, 
when he pofT (Tes it, and when likely to benefit 
prefcnc or future agea. On thcfe accounts, U 
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seems tome, that honcfl and luminous (latementi 
arc ro be desired, and an no account to be re- 
preflld: to make ihefc with rarcaftic acrimony of 
feeling or language, or in the fpirit of insidious 
rivalry, uould be very unworthy the fcrvants of 
Jffus Chrii^, \vho(c intercfts arc identified with 
His, and v^hofc feelings fliouKi all harmonize with 
the Inter aiui fpirit of the facrcd Scriptures. 
S.iould the reader think that he perceives in the 
abiivc remarks ai>y thing in consistent with ihefe, I 
only requcft him to jihlge of ir, ai in a like cafe, he 
would wiih another man to judge of the fame 
thing in himfelf. 

LIST OF BOOKS WRITTEV AND PRINTED BY Till 
MEMUER3 or THE U i.TRa-GANCES MISSIONS. 

The followiog liO contains the books and tracfls 
printed by thcfe Millions, upro the clofe of 1S19. 
They are not arranged according to the order of 
time, but under their refpedivc authors ; the 
year in which they were cotnpleted and printed is 
alfo marked. 

The Chincse Books tranflated or written, with 
their size, the number of copies printed, and a 
(hart view of their contents, are as follows: 

By Dr. Morrison. 

Dale. L.«a«e« Cop*«i. | Toto'k 

1. At:r*sUtionof theNew 
T«f!itamcnt, 

Sxparatb parts of- 

Acts, 8vo. 

Lnke, ditto. 

Ditto, 12ino. 

Epistles of Paul, 8vo. 
CoMPirm, ditto, 

•, ditto, . I8I7. 537! 

Diiio, lamo. from 1815 

down 10 the dose of IS 19 

2. A translation of thr 
Old Testament, excei>t the 



1810 
1811, 
1815) 
I81J 

I8I7 

I 



P>00 
100, 
500 
50 

2000 j 
100 

5420 



I 



1G50 



5520 
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following books wMcl have 
been rendered by Dr. Mt»r- 
rison's colleague— -viz D. u- 
teronomvy Joshua, Judges; 
the books of Samuel— of ih» 
Kirgs--of the ChroniVlfs--- 
of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esiht r- 
and Job. 

Such parts of these as 
have been already rMihli^' tr 
-verc suhrnitttd lo Dr. M.*> 
revisal. 

Of the old Testament, the 
following books have btMi 
printed: 

Genesis, umo. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Exodus, i«mo. 

Deuteronomy, do. - 

Joshua, do. 

P&alms, do. 

Isaiah do.* 
S. Tract on the Rcdemp 
tion of the World, Svo. 

Ditto, do. 

Ditto, l2mo. 

Ditto, do. 

Ditto, do. 

Ditto, do. 

Ditto, do. 
4. A Catechism, on the 
plan of the Assembly's Siiort- 
er Catechism, 8vo, 

Ditto, do. 

Ditto, 12uio. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 
- Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



« Ttrfeland the Miaoi Prri.ht(t are iu (he f icsst 



0»te. 


Leare9 


Copiet. 


1 S 1 1 


125 


200 


S17-S 




500 


1 vh 1 f> 




500 


ditio 
dilUi 


i04 
9i 




40:-j 


diito 


(U 


40H 


ditto 


r4S 


403 


diitu 


136 


500 


1811 


6 


100 


1S14 




10 000 


.-15 




100 


' ]G 




20 


-17 




300 


--18 




500 


-19 




1,500 


1812 


SO 


200 


1814 




5,200 


ditto 




300 


1815 




100 


1816 




200 


1817 




400 


18l£ 




800 


1819 




300 



Toida. 



1200 

403 
4v3 

4o3 
5oo 



12,520 



7*000 
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5. Short abttract, relative 




to the Scriptures^ 


I8i4 


6. Outline 


of the Old 




Testament History, 8vo. { 


fgl5 


Ditiu, 


- 


ditto 


Ditto, 


• 


^|6 


Ditto, 


• 


-»7 


Ditto, 


. 


-li 


Ditto, 


. 


.19 



7. A Hymn ho* k, 

8. l).iilymornin;r:«t'*l eve- 
ning Pia\rrs uf liii* Church 
of Eiif^iind, fitted to li'.e 
P>alicr. ISino. 

9. Miscellaneous Essays, 

\2llUK 

10. ATv^nirof iheWorld, 
8vo. 

Bv Mr. Milne. 

11. A Farewell letter to 
the Chinese on Java, do. 

12. Lite of Curist, Svo. 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Dittu, 

Ditto, 
13 ChinfiJ- iroii'lilv Ma- 
^/iie, (mx in<»ii«ii>) houn : 
up toee'hrr, liinti. tor - 

14. Ditto, do. for 

15. Ditto, d<fc. f<»r 
\e. Ditto, du. ft»r 
Besides these, there were 

printed in separate m<»ntKly 
num>>T«, a« f««llows: - for 

Ditto, for 

Ditto, for 

Ditto, for 
* Ditto, for _ . „ 



D«Cr 



tgtS 



1814 
-i4 

-'5 

-16 
—1 
-18 
..ij, 



j8i3 

-16 

-18 



t8i5 
-irt 
-«7 



Leavar 



27 

30 

17 
29 



3 

70 



35 

7.i 
83 
81 



r> to 8 

O io8 

7 to 9 
-^j ditto 
t8ivl ditto 



0>pl-. 


T#itlt. 


ISoo 


I800 


Soo 




5oo 




li^O 




9o(i 




7..0 




\\04* 






3.900 
3oo 


3o<> 



2ooo 



2oo<i 
loo 
4 00 
loo 
3i»o 
2o(» 
4tfo 



7^5 

8 
8< 
5oi 



3ooo 
6000 
6 6^ 

lo.8v>«' 

12,000 



4uo 
3ooo 

aooo 



15 >o 



25 ^ 



37.8Si^ 
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N. R. A frw papcri in 
the.*c Mae«zin«*», e^necially 
in 1819, w»re ccinmuni- 
CiWtd by Dr. M. ll»c Rev. 
W. Hen, MroliurKl and 
AiSh. 

17. Tract, cniiilrd Uic 
SiiiiH GhIc, 12iiio. 
Ditto, 

DH!<>, 

DiUo, 
IS Tract on thb Sin 
oi- Lyi.nG, and the Impor 
lance of Truth, 12ino. 

Diuo, 

Ditto, 

DiucJ, 
l9. A Catechism f.'fYouih, 
y^iiuni in i8c6 7» *Jvo. 

Ditto, Itiiio. 

Ditto, 

20. An Exposition of thr 
Lord's prayer, written in 
181 7, tino. 

Ditto, . 

21. A I'ract on Idolatry, 
written in i8i7» 

Ditto, 

22. A Tract on Justice 
beiwe-en man ai.d man^ 

Ditto, 

23. A Prac! on the evil 
of G:'.mi)ling, written in — 18, 

24. A TrHCt containini^ 
twelve «hr>rtSrrmons, 

25. Dialojbfues between 
Char tg and Yuen, written 

iu 1818, 

26. Sacred History, vol. 1st 

Ijmo.* 



1816 
..i9 



i8it> 
-17 

.19 

181I 

-18 
-Ic 



iBtS 
-I9 

-tS 
I8I9 

I8IB 
-ly 

I8I9 
I8I8 

I8I9 
1819 



10 



Co 



T*^ I 



T«tel& 



41 

7 

lO 

IS 
12 

2o 
71 



1000 

l3'.o 

2t'00 

5oo 



IlOO 

8 
2o«.« 
2"0( 



22oo 
16o« 

28()c 



7oi 

12oo 

Suoo 
6000 

2<Soo 
54oo 

6000 

rooo 
6000 



2ooo 
25oo 



48<:0 



58oo 

eSoo 

19oo 
9ooo 



8000 
6000 



7000 
tooo 

2,5oo 



* it may be necettary to itiform the reader, that Nos. 
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Date l^^ 
19 IS 



Copicii 
2 oo 



ditto 



I 



ditto 



S3 



65 



2i 



37 



llOfi 



Ski 



Vf. Daty of Men in time 
of pubhc cnlaiiiitv, 

ts« Thrxb Pbarls, or 
an account of the MiMton 
•ry, Tract, and Bible Socir 
ties. l*jno. not \et prin cd, titti 

29. A volume ofSfr 
mons: now in the pressd, ditto 

Bv Mr. Medhurst. 

30. A Geographical Ca 
techism. 

By A FAH, a Chinese Chris- 
tian: 

3r. Miscellaneous exhor 
ta;i(in:<, founded on various 
passages of Scripture, 

To these may be added; 

32. A reprint of a Chinese 
Pamphlet on Vaccination, 
written formerly by Sir 
Geo. Siaunion, Brtrt. (now 
M. P) whose attainments in 
Chinese literature are well 
known to the public: - ...isl 

33. A reprint of the San * 
TZB-KlNO,a Chinese school 
book, for use in the schools, ...i8^ 

Toul number of Chinese book« he. 

Malay books by Mr. Thomten 
34^ The Ten Command- 1 | 

mencs. Lord's prayer, &€• 1817. 8 
Ditto, - - I 



Totals. 
2u«H> 



5o 



fooo 



lion 



3oo 



SO 



looo 
i4o,24^ 



300 
300 



1} 



600 



i7th, i»ih, 22d, 25.h, 26ih, and 27th, were printed first in 
a deuched manner in the Mairazine alon^ with other pa- 
pers; and afterwards collected and printed by themselves. 
The number of copies here marked, refers to those printed 
in their collected aud complete form— those printed io a 
detached manner, being included in the Magasine fur 
iSid, iSlT.iStt, tad Ui). 
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35- Dr. Watts' Second 
Catcchifm, ij6mo. 
Ditto, rcvifcd 
Ditto, 
36. Transl.ition of the 
Gospel of Matthew, 8vo. 
but ofic half printed, 
37. A Spelling Book»i6mo. 

Ditto, 
^ ' Ditto. ^ . 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 

38. A new Catechifm, do. 

39. A Trad on the Bcinp 
of God, 8:c. Hcb. vi. 1 1 , do 

Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Dirto, 

40. A fmall Hymn Book, 
in 32's, 

41. A Tra<fl on Humap 
Depravity; Ps. cxix. 9 & lO 
l6mo. 

4a. Exposition on ihc 
Ten Gommandments, i2mo. 

43. Principle Dodrine? 
of the Gofpel in a Devo- 
tional forno, i6mo 



Dafe. p«f 



1817 
1819' 
do. 



18 3;24 
181SJ45 

IS. 9; 

do. I 

do. 1 

dfv 
1819 



[819 
do. 
do. 
do 

1819 



^3'9 
1819 

1819 



)6 
8 

16 
16 

16 



Cop I Totaia. 



IOC 

400 

120C 



40c 
20 
4CC 
60c 
f 200 

-jcoo 
.000 

4oo 

600 

1200 

2000 

200 



2000 



2000 



I17CO 



400 



>5400 



J 



2000 



2000 



► 4200 



200 



2000 



2000 



^ 2000 

Total number of. Malays books 20,500 

BOOKS FOR EUROPEANS. 

44. Bogu*:'s Essav on tlie New Testament, octavo, 25o. 

43. Diiddridges's Ri.se and Prr-gress, do. 250. 

46. History of Cor.iflius, a Tracr, do. 100. 
^ 47. An English Spelling Book, 12mo. 600. 

These European. boi»k.s have been printed at the exoense 
of the Miiiiunary Society. Those that follow arc not print- 
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ed at the expense of xny religions bodvof men; hut lii 
thry havebren wriiirn by members of the Ulira-gu g«-x Mis- 
sions, Hnd will, it i^ honed, have at least an indirect indiifnce 
on rcligon, hv facihtatin)^ the ncqtiiiiioii (»f tie CiiiiifHe 
and M.»Uv l.injrinc<^«; by spreidini: useful intormatioiiy &c. 
ihey m:«v be ailmii'rd to a pi.tcr in this ji«r. 

49. Bv Di. i\r»rris<>n.-A (hinksr Gii%MMAll,4?o. 

50. By niiio, Cliin«»se anti K«.L'li»h D iiloirur^, octuvo. 

51. Bv do Vic V ot Ciii'iJi for P. iloi.iti •:4l Piirii«i*es, 4to. 
S'J. By oi :o. Chinr^t? Du"ioii;«ry, pari 1. according to the 

Radicihs N»»^ l^'. -d. ai H 3 1, 4 «». 

53. By «ii«»o, CiimeacDiwti.inary, part II. alphabetically 
mrrmigcd, 2 vols. 4'o. 

54. B* ditio, FHiiiiliir Lectures on Piul's Epistle to the 
Plnii!»|iian«, I vol. I'J :io. 

55. Ii> Mr. MioinM II— • Ml! ly and Enijllah Dialogues, i 
Vol. oiMuvo, now ill ilie prc^s 

56. B* me wrierof iIk-sc sheeis — Rtirospecl o( the Ciu- 
De.'^e Mi'ision, I vc»l. oc'hvo, 

57 I^D'»-CHl^B^B(iLK.^^•FR, conduced by ditto. 

As the Chiiufr and Malay b<>*»k$ have been 
priiucil ar the public rxpnile, it bocomes a fort 
of duty to f;iv foinecliin^ ab.'^iit their ronnnis ; and 
to j^ive ihrir rcfpc<flive liilcs in the native lan- 
gun^- mny prove convenient tothemtmhcrs of the 
Milfi »n. I Ih ill thcref're go over the niimbera 
again, begging the render to refer by the figures 
back to correfponding ones in the preceding 
lilt. 

,. N WTSSTAMENT. ^jj gt |£ fl j ± ^^ ^ 

Jjttf ^1" 5 p3 # Yay fooKe-le-rze-tuh, wochoo 
kew chay 510 c chaou shoo; i. e. J. lus Chrill, our 
Lord aiul Saviour's New Teftament book. 

2. Old Testament — title not fixed ow^ as the 
irandiiion was completed only in Nov. 1819. 

3. Tract on the Redemption of the World. 

kcw Ihe, tsung Ihwoh ciitn pun; i. e. ** A true 

M m 
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and fuminary ftarcmcnr of the divine dodlrine, 
concerninjT the redemption of the world** — No- 
tices briefly, the being and unify of God; the 
law of God; the dcfert of sin; future retributions; 
the manifcftarion of divine love, by Chrift's death; 
aids of the Holv Spiric; faith, repentance, and 
comforts of the Gofpcl; judgment to comc; duty 
of Chrid's difciples — and concludes with a form 
of prayer. 

4. ACAT.cHtsM.-Pp^^Tf fiUil^lJ:^ 

Wan tah tsecn chu Yay-soo kcaou fah; i. e. ••An 
eafy explanation of the doclJlrine of Jcfus, in ques- 
tion and anfwci" — contains in all 57 qucftions; 
commences with the creation; then notices the 
Scriptures; the perfcdions of God; and is thence- 
forward in fubllancc, the ftiorter catechifm of 
the general Aflxmbly of divines, a little mo- 
dified — concludes with the Lord's prayer, the 
creed, a morning and evening prayer; graces 
before and after meat; the looth Pfalm in' 
verfe; and Cowper's hytnn, ** Sweeter founds 
than music knows.** 

5. A SHORT Abstract — Notices the lead- 
in*' contents of the New Telhiment, and of the 
catechifms and trads ifTucd in 1814 — very ftiort — 
the plate of this was lo(V. 

6. Outline of the Old Testament HrsTORY. 

■^l^iO^^'mm^X^^ Ko'> (he J.,o-tc-a 
kwo, Itich tae Icoh chucn ; i. e. ** A brief relation 
of the fucceflivc generations of the ancient king- 
dom of Judea " — Notices the writings of the 
Jews relative to the origin of the world; the de- 
scent of all nations of men from one common pro- 
genitor; the fall; the flood; Abraham; Sodom; 
oppreffion of Ifracl in Egypt; the giving of 
the law at Mount Sinai; the reigns of David 
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and Solomon; the temple; prophecies of Ifaiahi 
Babylonilh captivity- the coming of ChriU — and 
clofes vvith a metre version of the Hymn. *• Take 
comfort ChrilUans, when your friends — In Jefus 
fall ad cp**. 

7. Hymn Boorc. ^^lijjjljjaf ^^^^^ ^'^ ^^in 
y f\ i c. •• Sacred OJes, to nnurilh the (virtuous) 
minii** — contains a Ihort prttace — and thirty 
Hymns, being in ijeneral profc tranfluions by Dr. 
M. of Pi'alnis, and Hvmns conmu)nly ufcd in 
Chriftian countries, which were turned into vcrfc 
by his Clnncfv* allillants. 

8. Daily Morning and Evlnino Prayers of 

thrEngl.lhCI u.cU.-^Ff>4^ B ^^m^^ 
^N.'-n Chung mei jTh is'aou wan ketaou seu Ihlh; 
i. e. •' Forms of prayer for the mornin{;and even- 
ing throughout the yeai,'* — with relercnccs to 
the Pfalms, &c. to be rcatl. — This bring a trans- 
latiiin from the Common Prayer Book, wo farther 
analysis is requisite. 

9. Miscellaneous Essays. — I^PXaSL]^:^ 
^ Shin i*ten taou tsuy tstieh chuen ; i. e. *' A 
collecflion of mifcellancous papers, on divine fub- 
jedls/* — concerning divine Revelation; the visible 
heavens to be dilJinguifhcd from the Supreme 
Bein^; ChriJt the Saviour; the Holv Spirit; ori- 
gin of all things; mcarnation of Chrilt; a prac- 
tical addrefs tv> various clalFes; the Sacraments ; 
worlhipping at the tombs. 

10. TooR or THE World— ]g t^JIJlSjt^^ 
^iS Se yew te kew win k^^eri leoh chuen; i. e. 
••Summary obfervations made on a tour of the 
world, wellward.*' The traveller fays, he belongs 
to ^zr^ckuin province — relates the motives that 
led him to undertake his travels — palfes through 
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Tibet — and part of India — embarks at Calcutta 
for France — relates the ftarc of education in that 
country and in Europe — ftudies f4>rcigii lirer.irurc 
—wc llern opinions ot% the ori;4in €>t'ihc Uiiivcrfc 
— European vicus of the gljhr — a mip.ofihc 
Vforld, with rx^ilanaiions -Miivisioii ,1 iimeinEu* 
rope— -the f.ibhHth— nature ol Europeui govern- 
mcncs — cusfMms— -rrIii>ion --he rcrums i«» China 
by way of Amc rica- -but i< wrecked €»n the coall 
of LoO'Chu — nbraiiis a pafTigc tfuin ihcncc in a 
Fokicn (liip hnund to C.inron. 

11. A farlwi-ll aodr. ss. — A rrapflition of this 
paper apj>cMitil m Uv\u- <»l rhe Mllionary Socic- 
l)*i public.Kions, two \eais ;igo. 

12. Life of C.kist.- ,^ til: ^ -^ ;ff ^ j^ 
^ K^v\ lliechay yrn hing chin she kc; i. e. '*A true 
rccoid of the d« dtrinrs and acts *i the Saviour of 
the MoiKI.'* — The pref.icc ni»ricc$ the creation^ 
providence, sin and misery if man; the book is 
divided into twenty fcdlions: i. The difpcnfation 
before the Gofpel, 8cc. 2. Chnft*;* fore-iunner, 
&c. 3. Birth of Ciuilh. 4. Hcroil, and the chil- 
dren of Bethlehem, &c. 4. Wife men from the 
eal>, &c. 5. Chrift at Jeruf^dim, in the temple. 
6. His Baprifm. 7. Temptation. 8. Calls hisdif- 
ciplf^. 9. His charge to f hem. 10. His doclrines. 
II. His d« <flrine.«, continued. 12. The manner 
in which he taught. 13. His minclcs. I4. The 
holinefs of his I fo. 15. Inlhtution of the Lord's 
Suppir. lb. Jefus bei rayed. 17. Ci>n<iemned 
and ciucificd. i^. His relurrcdilion. 19. His 
afcension. ij. His Apolllcs go forth to teach all 
nations. 

13 Tub Magazine.- U^^"^^ )gfe|£ 
'jSp Tsah she stih mci yuch tung kc chuen. i. c. 
** A general monthly record^ containing an inves- 
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tifrarion of the opinions and pra<5iccf of focicty/* 
The five volumes of this work being all of a mif- 
celLmeoiis kind, Nos. 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, of the 
lift may be all taken t<igcilier. Things of epheme- 
ral moment — anecdotes — news-- religious inteU 
ligence, Sec. need not be mentioned. — The fol- 
lowing papers may be considered o( fomc viluc. 
— The importance of knowinir the true (Jod— 
Summary of the dnrtrinc of Chrill-- the power 
of tlic invisible- God--.faith in J-fu< —idolatry — 
goodnrls of Go. I in providence and redemfirioii 

- — Unity of G )d.— dodrine of liie rrinity — ex- 
hortation at the clofc of 1815 — explanation of pas- 
siges of Scripture, where members of the human 
body arc afcribed to God --a difcourfe on the 
fpirifuality of Goii, and the nature of divine 
worflii|>, John iv. 24 Curfes of the law of Mofei 

— view of European principles of Aflronomy,*— 
the (un the centre of the f) (lem— the planets— 
fatellitcs —the earth considered as a planet— iti 
fpherical form-— diurnal motion on its own axis- 
annual motion round the fun--- Addrcfs at the 
commencement of the year 1817 — Sermon on 
being •* new creatures" -•difcourfe on human 
depravity.— on t lie moon and herphafes---comets-- 
fixed ftars — What is meant by beinij *• dead in 
trefpaJfes md sins.**— Omnifcience and omniprc- 
fcncc «>{ G«>d — Libor for the meat that endureth 
to everlalting life— Paul's defcription of charity— 

• These I apcrs un astronomy are in genrral comoiU- 
Uons from modern Eogiish books wliicii treat of thii 
science. They do not mier deei»ly into the subjrct; 
but the most obvious parts of the sysiem, ?ind ilie chief 
celesuid phoenomena are explained, not so much for pur* 
poses of science, as with a view to counter ict the ifaU« 
opinions, concerning God and the Universe, to wliicU CUi* 
astrouomy uoiTormly leads. 



Digitized by 



Google 



178 

exhortations to godlinefs-— God Co lovrd the 
world, &c. — Repentance — To have our conver- 
fation in the world in simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity— Eclipfcs of the fun — to die is gain— 
E( lipfcs of the moon — addrefs to youth— -Pagan 
objections ag.iinll chriftianity anfwcrcd-— evils of 
an (iToncous adherence lo the ancients— expla- 
nation of Rom. i. 32--good men (houlJ be zea- 
ii>us to fpie.ui kno\vlcdij[c. — The ancients offered 
f.K rificc-sto the fun — Pagan ohjctflions anfwered. 
On tlea h. — The ccicftial globe, with an inter- 
pretation of the Latin names of 93 conll cllatiuns, 
&:c. 

18 TuACT ON THK STR A I T G ATE — j^ /]> p^ ;^ jl^ 

5[j*]^ g^ Tsin seaou mun, rsow tsTh hwi kcae lun. 
i e. ** A difcourfc concerning entering in at the 
Hrait gate and walking in the narrow road.**-— No- 
tices ihc moral character of God — the sin and re- 
dcn)[)tion of man — explanation of the terms ftrait 
gate and narrow road-- charadlers of thofc who walk 
in the broad way — dcftrudlion does not mean anni- 
hilation, but eternal mircry— Repentance urged — 
Eternal life, different from the tranfmigration of 
fouls — human depravity makes man's duty hard. 
..^In time and eternity, the righteous and wicked 
are the only real d;ftindions among men in the eye 
of Gf)d, &c. 

19. Tract ON thbsim op lying. — ^ ^^S| 
^ 1^^ i9l Tsung chin (hih, k'c kea hwang leoh 
liiwoh ; i. e. Hv)nor the truth, and reject: lying** — 
Founded on Eph. iv. 25, and notices the different 
kinds of lying common among the Chinefe— sin 
and danger of it---injurious to focieiy and to 
the individual — it excludes men from heaven, &c. 

20. A Cat£Chism for Youth. — ^. 
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fB\ ig: Yew hwh t$«cn kcac wan tih; i. c. •• EiCy 
inlVru(ftiotu for youth, in queflion and an- 
fwrrZ* — The prcficc notices the importance of the 
inilruckion of youth — more necelTirv fi>r thrm than 
mere relative duties. The Catcchifni contains 
165 qucflions — on the difference between men 
and brutes — the design of G h\ in creating min 
vith a foul— attributes of God — the relaiions he 
graciouflv fullains towards man — His liw— .our 
duty to God — and to men in different ranks of 
focietv — sin — its kisvis, fource and dcmrrit— 
the G.>fpel — Incarnation, life-, and diMth, refur- 
recHon and intcrcedi on of Chnft — Repentance — 
faith — Holy Spirit renews the heart., pardon of 
sin-. -means of falvation— word of G)d— Bip- 
tifm- -Lord's Supper— foul after d^ath — hea- 
ven — Sell — flints and angels not to be worflup- 
ped— of evil fpirirs; reiuredion; general judg- 
ment, and what follows it; the earth to be con- 
fumed wich fire; concludes with morning and 
evening pravers for children. 

II. ExPOSlTIOMOr THE LoRD*S PRAYEi. jj(|^ "* 

^ ^ pi ^ Kc taou chin fah choo keae ; i. e. 
•* An explanation of the true method of prayer/* 
Conraining a preface and ten dtfcourfes: 1. Intro- 
duclory; exiltence of God; obligation of man; 
falvation by Chrill. 2. Proper objcdl of prayer; 
difpositions fuited to it, irs various kinds; 3. 
Name of God explained; how it is to be fo hallow- 
ed. 4. Nature and laws of his kingdom; the 
church; how to be extended; obje(5lions anfwered. 
5. The will of God, what, &c. 6. Hjw we (hould 
pray for temporal bledingi. 7. Sin, the pardiin 
of it to be praved for; mutual forgivenefs to be 
exercised. 8. T^jmptation; kinds of it; nature and 
operations of Satan; doubts resolved; U. Deliver ua 



Digitized by 



Google 



^% 



sSo 

from evil; natural and moral evil consid^rerf; th^ 
evil one; we may not seek deliverance from the va- 
nities of the Gentiles. lO. How we are to give glory 
to God; his Majesty; power and government of the 
world — God not to be confounded with idols; con- 
cluding exhortation. 

22. Tract on Idolatry.— |g ^ ^ W^lft 
Choo kwoh e shin lun; i. e. ** A discourse con- 
cerning the falfc Gods of the nations." God, the 
creator and preserver, is one only; various sorts of 
idolatry prevalent in China; folly and sin of it; 
several classes of men who support, or live bv, ido- 
latry addressed; an appeal to their rcafon and 
confcicncc. 

23. On justice between man and man. — 
^ S 4i^ "^ 1^ ^- Xfe Sang c kung ping rseu yih 
fah ; i. c. ** Tlic method of gaining by juftice, in 
the tranfadion of busincfs." — This rradt is found- 
ed on Deut. XXV. 3— notices the fcveral kinds of 
employments among men; the various ways of 
pradising injullice which prevail in China, 
in the rcfpedive clafTes of focicty; weights and 
mcafures; fpoilcd commodities; over-reaching in 
bargains; covenant breaking; bad coin; awful con- 
fequencrs of this sin. 

24. The evils of Gambling. — ^^i^^^fft* 
§^ 'T'oo psh ming lun leOh kgang; i. c. 
•• A brief and clear difcourfc on gambling,** no- 
tices the variety there is in the condition and 
purfuits of mankind; fpecifices the feveral kinds 
of gaming that abound among the Chinefe; the 
Caufes from which the difposition to gamble pro- 
ceeds; points out the pernicious confequences of 
this pradicc, to individuals, families, communi- 
ties, &c. 

a^. Tw&LVjr auoRT Sirmons. — ^^^^ 
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-f- Zl all| Shing flioo r$«h choo (hlh urh hcuii; i. e. 
«• Twelve difcourfes, explaining tcxti of facrcd 
Scriprurc/* Unity of God; worlhip of God| de- 
pravity of m;in; manifcOation of divine gracci 
faith and flilvation; gocnl work?; relative duties; 
draih; dilKrcncc bcfwccn the righteous and wick- 
ed in their death — the refiirrcdion — the judg* 
mcnt--.the eternal ftate. Tlicfc topics are but 
very briefly explained. 

26. Dialogues 5^ ^^ ^ ^^ Ift Chang 

yuenlea.igyewseang lun, e. i. ^'Dialogues between 
i»vo friends, Chang anu Yuen.** — Chang is a wor- 
fliipper of tiir rruc Gt>d, and Tuen is his heathen 
neighbour. They rwect by chance on the road, 
ent'.*r into converrati«>n, ami afterwards generally 
m<;rt in the evenings, under the fp'^o^nng tree. 
Thcfe Dialogues have extended yet to the 12th 
only, but are to be continued. The contents of 
thole already printed are as follows: i. Q^clHons 
propol'ed by Tuen concerning chri(tian principles 
and chara^fler; the Being of God. 2. Evangelical 
repentance. 3. Charafler of Chrift, and faith in 
him. 4. Good men feek their chief happinefs in 
heaven; annihilation of the foul considered. 5. 
Cbaug relates his fird acquaintance with the New 
Tcllament. 6. Tuen having retired, is (truck with 
horror at his own negledl of the true God; visits 
Chang and finds him with his family at prayer ; the 
refurre&ion of the dead. 7. Nature and qualities 
of the raifed bodies ; doubts and objedlions. 8. 
Tnen on visiting Cbang in the evening, finds him 
in his clofet, which leads to a difcuflSon on the 
obje<ft, and kinds of prayer; worfhipping the 
dead, &c. 9. The awful judgment to come; a 
midnight prayer under the /Vo^^iHMg tree. to. 
Tmcu objedls to Changes laft night's prayer» be« 

N n 
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caufc he confcfled himfcif to be a sinner; 1 1. Tucm 
deeply imprcflcd with the ideas of eternity of 
lin, fpends a whole night in hisgarden. bewailing 
his miferable condition. r2. Cban^ explains to 
him the method of falvation by Jefus Chrift; 
the felicity of heaven; and mifery of hell. 

27. Sacred History.— "jST '^ ^ ^ IE ^ Koo 
kin shing sze ke tslh; i. e. ** Sacred Hillory, an- 
cient and modern/* It is intended to continue 
this work through the Old and New Tcft.imenfs> 
and down to the prefent time; hence the title. 
Vol. I ft, contains 20 fcdlions. i. The Univcrfe, 
not eternal, nor the work of chance. 2. The or- 
der of the creation. J. The two great progenitors 
of mankind in Eden. 4. The fall. 5. The con- 
fequences of the fall. 6. The promife of a Sa- 
viour. 7. The Inftitution of Sacrifices. 8. Cain and 
Abel. 9. The anti-deluvian patriarchs. 10 The 
deluge. II. The traces of the deluge, ftill visible 
in all nations. 12. Concerning Noah's three fons. 
13. Babel; the confusion of tongues, and origin of 
idolatry. 14. Call of Abraham. 15. Abraham's 
journey to Canaan. 16. He goes down to Egypt. 
17. Abraham and Lot. 18. Mclchizedec. 19. 
S.irah, Hagar, and Iftimael. 20 DeftruAion of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Of vol. 2d; only six fec- 
tions have been yet printed, 

28. Duty or Men in ttm s of public Ca-^ 
LAMITY.— ^^r^^l^lftShow tsac hc6h c 
jui) shwouh; i e. *• A dilcourfe, (hewing that we 
ought to learn righreoufnefi in the tinrie of public 
calami; y.** Founded on Ifaiah xxvi. 9. This 
tradt was infcribed to the Capt. Chincfc, and 
others of that nation, in a time of general sick- 
ncfs rn Malacca; notices the extent of the exift* 
ing calamity^ their erroneous conceptions rcU- 
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five to the cnufcs of fuch general afRlc^ions; 
the Icffons we ought to learn from the judgments 
of God; the falfe pleas which the heathen make 
for putting off all concern about their fouls; con- 
cludes with exhortations to various clafTcs of per- 
fons. 

29 Three Pearls. — jn ^'^San paou hwuv; 
i. e. •* The three precious fociciies,'* viz. The Mis- 
sionary, Tradl, and Bible Societies; treated ac- 
cordinvjr ro the order of their eftablilhment. In the 
incroducftion, the nature of the Gofpel of Chrifl; 
itt propajration; introdudlion into the nations of 
Europe ; ftiite of thole nations before that time; and 
tne numerous benevolent focieties in the weft; arc 
briefly touchedupon. i. The MissionarySociety. 
A franfl ition of its rules, with explanatory notes; 
its refourcos; its operations among the heathen; me« 
thods it employs for the accomplidiment of its ob« 
jed; a variety of doubts and objections folved. 
Tnc exigence of other focieties of a similar kind, 
is noticed. 2 The RELicrous Tract Socisty. 
Tranfl.ition of its plan» with notes; its operations; 
nature and qualities of the publications it ifTues; 
irsagenrs; the methods of circulation, &c. 3. Th« 
British and Foreign Bible Society. Its plan, 
with notes; its vad and increasing operations; pa* 
tronage; annual receipts and expenditure; books 
iiTiicd; cranflarions, &c. Auxiliary Miffionary, 
Traifl» and Bible Societies are hinted at in this 
pamphlet, which clofes by (hewing that though 
chefc focieties diff.r in their plani of operation, 
their objed is the fame; that they are equally 
founded in true benevolence; and that they are 
highly beneficial to mankind. Some freedom was 
taken in rendering the rules of thcfc Inftitutions; 
one or two uf mere temporary or local intcreft are 
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left out ~and in fcvcral inftanccs, two rules put rc»- 
gcthcr; but the general sensg'n prcCctycd throuuh- 
out. ^ 

30. A VOLUME Of Sfrmons ^ "^JK -f- ^ K'-u^n 
hcun shih urh; i. c. "Twelve hi>rrarory difcourfr^/* 
viz. Chrift the only Saviour. — The wan Icr im^ 
Iheep returned to the great (hephcrii— a t.iirf ri 
the night — a well fpent day — why the br..f: • , 
make light of the Gofpcl— true hippinef^— ii- 
good man in affliction — the h.ippy death 1 I i*: 
righteous — the penitent $iniu-r fet kint: formiMC" - 
who are excluded from the kingdom of (jod -- 
prayer — difcourfc for the new year. 

31. A GEOGRAPHICAL Catechism — J(^ J]t i 
Sffff t§TeIe pecn tuf!g Icoh chuen; i c. •' A 
fummary of geography, adapted for youth".- -con- 
tains four mnps-— one of the world— one of Chi- 
na-— one of Asia — one of Europe— notices the 
general divisions of the globe — the bound.irics-.- 
extent—. produ(5lions — population-- -and religions 
of the principal countries in the worlds fuch 
as China, India, Persia, PaKftine, Egypt, RuiTia, 
Germany, England, America, Sec. &c. This be- 
ing an elementary work, for ufe in the fchools, is 
Ihort, but will be enlarged afterwards. 

32. " MrsCELLArfEOus Exhortations. '• — ^ 
-(ti;^;j^^^pKew she ISh tsuh yaou leSh 
krae; i. e. V* Biicf explanations of the mod im- 
portant pafTages in the Scriptures of the Saviour/* 
A prefice concerning God as the creator, and ob- 
jecl of worfiiip, to which the ten Commandments 
arcatrached.-pafTagcs in the 2d chapterof the He- 
brews— a Peter, 2d chapter — whole of the ift 
chapter and part of the 2d, 3d, and 4th of James, 
explained — 2 Tim. iii. 15 — i Peter iii. 10, to the 
end— I Peter iv. 3— lo-i John i. 8 — 9— - 
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Jimcs 5th.-..Thrrc hjrmns and prayers.— -Thrfc 
cxhorrarionsy being the composition of a chridian 
Clnnefe mechanic, who was totally unacquainted 
with the Gofpcl six years ago, cannot be expcdl* 
ed to difplay a deep acquaintance with theologyi 
and to miOakc occasionally the fcope of a pafTage 
of Scripture, is what might have been expedcd; 
but they appear upon Che whole evangelical, fe* 
rious, and ufefuL* 

As the prefcnt work was primarily and chiefly 
intended for pcrfons in fome way conneded 
with the Ultra-ganges Mifliims, the writer hopes 
that no ap:>logv will be deemed necelTiry for thus 
analysing books, part of which were written 
by himfclf--without a brief analysis of the rcli« 
gious publications of the Miflion, part of the ori- 
ginal plan would have failed. I (hall now clofe 
this fed ion which has already fwelled to furh a 
difproportionate length, by remarking: i. That 
the above Chinefe publications have been very 
extensively circulated; fome of them have been 
fent ro the Chinefe, residing in London, America^ 
St. Helena, Bombay, Madras, Bengal, Burmah^ 
Tibet, Kiddah, Penang, Bcncoolen, Padang, B.in- 
ca, J'lva, Madura, the Moluccas, Borneo, Celebes^ 
the Pcninfula and iflands in the (Iraits of Malacca; 
idmds in the China Sei . Mmilla; likewife to 
Siam, Cochin. China, Tung- king; feveral pro- 
vinces of China; to Irkutsk, and fome have reach- 
ed Japan, &c. Many of them are carried annu* 
ally into China, 6y perfons and Junks returning; 
and as our Missions are now more extended, 
and laborers more numerous, the opportunities 

* A short aceovnt of the MiiUy publtcaiions, not beio; 
qoiu ready, niuai bt reserved for ibe Appeodi&-— No. L 
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of circulating more widely and in a more efficient 
manner, have within the laft twelve months 
greatly increafrd. The Malay tradls have been cir- 
culated in the iflands and countries all around. 2. 
The blocks from which the Chinefe books were 
printed ftill remain. — The Midion now poflcffcs 
upwards of chirry fees of (lereotype wooden plates 
(for as many different kinds of books or trads) 
iill prepare** and ready to hand, and mod of which 
will, if well managed, be good for many years to 
conif-, without any additional expenfe, except 
that of printing from them 3. The great igno- 
rance of the heathen, makes it neceflary to recur 
often to the fundamental truths of revelation, and 
to fct forth the fame truth in a great variety of 
lights — this will account for the fame fubj efts be- 
ing fevcral times noticed in this analysis. 4. 
The mod of the foregoing publications, arc 
fmall — none of them exceeding eff^h/y leaves 
(the Scriptures excepted) and many of them not 
more than about ten, and molHy in a duodecimo 
i.xr. The reafons of this were three: larger ones 
could not be written without more leifure; a 
large book is not easily carried, and would be 
difficult to introduce into China; and finally, ma- 
ny perfons will take up and read a pamphlet, or 
fmall traft, with a degree of plcafure, who would 
be afraid to encounter a publication of fome con- 
siderable size. We have often fcen a traft read 
through feveral times, while the New Teftament 
lay by unopened. 5. With refpcdl to the ftylc of 
thefe publications, it is more fit to fpeak of our 
Sim, than of our attainments. It has been ouruni* 
form aim io be understood^ and to reach the beart-^ 
writing for plain people, a simple ftyle is bed 
calculated for their inftrudlion, and is moft bc- 
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coming foreigners^ whofe acqu4incance wirh the 
difficult language of China, muft yet be pro- 
nounced imperfedl. 6. Of the doOnmis taught in 
thefe books^ the reader will have already formed 
fome idea* It only remains to be obferved that 
they are in general, the dodlrines of the Rcftirma- 
lion, and agree in every etrencial point, with thofc 
of the 39 Ariiclci of the Church of England; the 
Confeilion ot faith of the Church of Scotland; the 
Creeds of the evangelical Diifcnrers; and the Ar- 
ticles (^f the Dutch Retormcd Church. The p^- 
iu iaritus of fccts and parties have no place in 
them. " Repentance towards God and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jcfus Chrift,** it has been our 
endeavour to make known — may •* God give the 
increafc/* 
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SECTION XVI I L 

Misshn Mt Sincapore bef^ttn — tramlaiion of tbi Old 
HcStament eompUied — concluding Reiroipi£l-^-^ii^ 
cmra^irg circumstances — ariumsianccj of am em-' 
cnuragtng nature, (*fc. 

In April, a fchcmc of mutual co-operation, on 
broad and liberal principles between tiie Miflion* 
aries» was fuggeOed, drawn up, approved, and de* 
nominated, *• The Ultra-gangls Missionart 
Union.'* The principles and rules of this Union 
have already appeared in the Indo-Chinefe Glean- 
er, and will be noticed in the appendix. Two 
things yet remain to be noticed, after which we 
(hall conclude thefe papers. The liland of Sin- 
capore, in (he (Iraits of Malacca, at the mouth 
of the China fea, having bren taken poflTvlTion of 
by the Britifh, in the fpring of 18.9, it appeared 
to be an important po(l for a Chridian Miflton; 
being near to Rhio, and other places on which 
many Chinefe are fettled^-alfo, in the way to 
Siam and China — and affording a very dire& 
communication with the Malay iflmds. To the 
chief civil authorities now connedted with the 
new fettlement, our obligations have already been 
acknowledged, and are farther due; for, on ap- 
plication to them, they cxpreflcd their heartieft 
concurrence in any attempt by one or more of our 
number, to edabliih a Million there; and made a 
grant of land for that purpofe. But as differences 
of opinion exiftcd between the Britiih and Dutch 
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G >vrrnmcnts abou" the right of the former to take 
pfvfrctrioii of that iflmii; and the poflibilicy aC 
lead, of its being rellorcd to the Malays, — made 
us hrsirate ft>r fime time. There were however 
1 40consitierarions wfiicli had considerable weight. 
FirlJ, that (hould the ifland be held by a Chrit* 
tiin Gcivornment, but fi»r a (hort time, and then 
be rtftored lo its original maOers, yet the op- 
porriinirics of fpreailtng the Gofpel, which even 
that Ibort time would aflr>rd, appeared of 
importance, and the more fo, as it was doubt- 
ful whether thry could he enjoyed under a Ma- 
lay Governmrnt. — Secondly, that lliould ar- 
rangement!* be mule ft>r the Dutch G »vernmenc 
to t«ike p ilFcirion of Sincapfire, we might expcifl 
the f.ime prote<flion an<l librrrv ro follow out our 
obj. As^ as undf r the Britilh Government. Ic was 
accordin^^lv rcf »lved, that a member of the Mis- 
sion at Malacca, (hould go thither for a time; feledl 
the ground, and commence the MilTion. This work 
devolved on the Rcvd. Samuel Milton, who went 
toSincapore in Odlober, (1819} partly for the fake 
of his health, aiul partly for thele purpofcs. He 
was moft cordially received by Major Farquhar; 
and we date the commencement of the Sincaporc 
Mitfion from the time of Mr. M.*s arrival there. 
The next objeft to be noticed, is the complb* 

TIOM OP THB ChINESB VtRSlOM OP THI OlD Tit* 

TAMENr, DM rHi 15TH NoViiMBiR. This may be 
considered as forming a new and imporCant sera 
in the Ultra ganccs Missioms. — It is true, 
there is much labor ftill neccflTary in corre<fling 
and revising; but the principal part is done. 
Every fcholar, efpccially every tranlVitor, well 
know» that first versions mult be imperfect— ^nd 
ihaca version executed by one or two perfontonlf» 

O o 
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may be expected to be Icfs perfedt than one, about 
which many men of diversified calenrs and various 
learning, have been engaged; and the chances 
nf a failure in somcof the qualities of a good trans- 
lation, are greater where the persons concerned 
have (as in the present instance) many othrr urgent 
caIN upon their time and strength. To attain 
fidelity and to render the ftyle perspicuous, arc 
perhaps nearly as much as can be reasonably ex- 
pc<5letl from first translators, especially when 
they have to do vf ith so peculiarly difficult a lan- 
guage as that of China. 

The fastidious (who by the way are not often the 
best judges) will find enough to blame; and the 
judicious, profound fcholar of future rimes, abun- 
dance of room for the exercise of his talents, in re- 
vising and improving the work of his predeces- 
sors. But fird versions must be made; and if they 
should hot poflefs the high merits which would 
entitle them to the unqualified approbation of 
posterity, they will yet be found (if we may judge 
of the future by the past) to form the basis of o- 
ther versions, and perhaps not a few translator! 
will be deeply indebted to them, who may scorn 
to acknowledge the obligation — That will not 
however, diminish their real utility, or prove the 
pains and labors of the original authors to have 
been lefs cfFedlive than they really were. Dif- 
ference of opinion dors not alter the nature of 
friifts; nor do many imperfections in a book prove 
it to be utterly inadrquare to answer its end. The 
whole of the Canonical books of the Old and New 
Testament, are now rendered into Chinese; a con- 
siderable proportion of them is printed — and the 
prjntingof the whole, it is hoped, will be compleu 
ed at no distance of'time. If this version shall bie 
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found (as he who had the chief hand in irs exe- 
cution cxprciTcs himfelfj ac a fubfcquenr period, 
to hold nearly fuch a place in reference to a better 
one» as thofe of our earliefl Britifli trandators, 
tk>vv hold in reference to the authorized Englifh 
version, — many will tor ever bicfs God for the 
attempt; and neither the individuals who have 
lahoreii in the work; nor the Mifllonary Society 
who fct\t and fupported them; nor the various 
Bible Societies who have lb liberally patronized 
the objcAj; — will have any caufe to rrgret their 
toili, or their funds. In the labors of other Chi- 
nefe tranHators we feel a cordial intcreft, as wc 
consider them all tending to the fame confumma- 
tion; but our prefcnt businefs is with what re- 
lates to our own— and it ought not to be inferred 
that we are indifferent about them, becaufe we do 
not give them fo didincl and minute a consider- 
ation, as thofe about which we ourfelves have 
been daily converfant. Fidelity, perfpicuity, and 
simplicity, have been aimed at in this version; 
and it aff.vrds no fmall fatisfadlion to the tranfla- 
tors to know, that many parts of the work aU 
ready printed, are more easily read and better 
understood among the middling and lower clafTes 
of Chincfe, than Tome of their own claflical books 
are.— This is to be attributed folely to an undevi. 
ating aim to be underftood by common men, as well 
at to be faithful to the originals. The moO com- 
mon and lefs complicated chara^flcrs have been 
employed, where they could exprefs the fcnfc, and 
a simple (though they hope not a vulgar,) phraseo- 
logy has been uniformly adopted, in preference to 
that which, though dignified with the high appel- 
lation of •• classical^** is either too antiq lated for 
modern ufc, or too high for ordinary capacities.-^ 
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Ic will be their ftudy to revifc the whole both n- 
parc and together; and ro avail themfclvcs rf the 
remarks of their brethren; or of the criticifms of 
learned natives and toreigncr?^ as well as ot the 
afTidance of any other version \*hich may be kind- 
ly feni to them. — In courfe of about twelve years, 
from the arrival of the firft^Chinele Miflioiuiry ac 
Canton» a complete version of the wh<ile Si lif)- 
tures has been executed* by membt rs of the UU 
tra-ganges Midions. — They feel grateful, bur not 
elated. They now commit the Chine fe B blc to 
the care of him, whofc fpirit di<flared its c.>ntents; 
praying that he nuy open many channels for its 
circulation; difpofe many millions ro read it; and 
'make it the miyhty ir.flrument of iTumination 
And eternal life to China. They congrarularc the 
Dircdors of the Mifllonary Society, on the com- 
pletion of an objcdt on which they have bcflowcd 
much money, many anxious thoughts, and many 
earncrt prayers. That divine Providence (hould 
have thus far condefceniied to countenance the So^ 
ciety's plans for the illumination of China, is to 
all the members a fubjedl of cordial thankfgiving 
to God; and furniihes to the Diredlors, an addi 
tional ground of encouragement to go forward 
and •• poflefs the land.'* 

The tranflators return their moft grateful thanks 
to the Britilh and Foreign Bible Society, and to 
the friends of the Chincfc Midion in America, 
for the very liberal fupport they have afforded to 
this objedl, and hope the fame will be continued, 
till the word of life be fpread over all the pro- 
vinces of China, and all the iflands of her fea. 

♦ The obligations of Dr. M. to a Chinese MS. for i he- 
aid he received from it io some books of the New Testm* 
menr, have been already DOliced, (see above) and need 
Koi be again repeated. 
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To their brethren in the Ulrra-jr^mges MifTions, 
ihejr commit the Chincfc Scriptures as the depo- 
sitory of all faving knowledge; and hope the rrans- 
lacion thereof m-^y without affumptioii, be viewed 
ts an additional pledge of the conversion cif China 
to the faith of Chrill. To them the tranfl^tort 
look for much aid in perftding future editions, 
and in ({iving them a judicious^ efficient, and 
wide circulation. 

It is now TWELVE YnARs .md feveral months, 
since the fii (I of thefe Millions, was begun. — Forsix 
iriARs. of that time the fcnior Missionary Uboied 
alone, and, for the three fiibfcquent years, there 
were only two laborers. The difficulties at fiift 
were very great, in their kind, and the facilities 
exceedingly few. 

At the prcfcnf time, things wear a more phas- 
ing afpecl than formerly: the difficulties arc 
greatly diminiihcd; and the facilities vaOly in. 
creafcd — laborers arc more numerous; and new 
fields are daily inviting cultivation. — On a re* 
trofpedlof the MilTions, after what has been fpent 
upon them, and the years they have exifted, the 
view is certainly in fomc refpeds, discoukaging. 
Our cxpenfes have been great, consiifering the 
refources from which they are drawn; and arc 
likely to be heavy for many years to c*»mc. We 
cannot number many converts — one of ihofc we 
had, is dead, and the other has lately been im- 
prifoned and beaten for the name of Jt fus. We 
have not any drcided native affiflants, as cate. 
chifts, or preachers. Wc have no large airem* 
blies of people, colledling to hear our difcourfest 
and we fee not any furc grounds to affirm that 
the few pcrfons to whom the truth is preached, 
arc cordially attached to it. Our knowledge of 
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rhr Pagan and Mahometan fyflcm* of principle, 
mull yet be pronounced imperfed; and the want 
of a more intimate acquaintance with their modci 
of thinking, their national prejudices, their do- 
medic habits, and confrquently, of the avenues 
to their hearts, no doubt often occasion our (hoot. 
ing b<rside the murk. We have no materials from 
\ihi( h to make up highly animating and interelt- 
ing ftatemcncs, which are, in a mcaluie, found to 
be the life of the public fpirit; and, to us who arc 
actually cng^i^ed in the field, it fecms fo long be- 
fore this can be the cafe, that we cften fear the 
z.al of our friends at home niil cool, their 
patience tire, and their means fail, — before \*e 
can consider ourlclvcs as having done any thing 
more than made a beginning. The chief lan- 
guage; with which we are concerned, is very dif- 
ficult, and few feem difpofed to undertake the 
labor. In fome places about us, the climate is 
not inviting; and European conftitutions do 
not generally (land it out to old age, or indeed 
through that time of a man's life, in which he may 
be expedled to be moll adlivc. Some valuable 
members of the Midions have already been called 
away; and it cannot be expected that the num- 
ber of us yet alive, will remain long complete. 
The fiern prejudices and pcrfecuting fpirit of 
China continue (lill unfubdued; and our princi- 
ple e(forts for the conversion of that nation muft* 
be made at fuch a dillance as greatly to weaken 
their efFcd. Farther, the number of laborers U 
£ir from being equal to the fields now open be- 
ti>re US; and a full half of the prefeivc annual in- 
come of our focicty, if thrown into this channel 
alone, would hardly be adequate to furnilh the 
laborers necc(rary, and to clhbli(h the Miflions 
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which could almoft immediaCcly be entered upon. 
This view of the fubjecl (and it is not over- 
charged) is by no means animating — and were 
there nothing to counterbalance it, our hearts 
would fail, and our hands hang down. 

But, while the retrofpert (hews much that is 
calculated to damp the mind, it alfo difcovcrs 
many things of an encour aging nature, in the pre- 
fcnt ftatc of thefe MifTicins, and in the faciliries 
wirh which they are furnifhcd. There are in all rivt 
Midionary ftations, namely, China, Malacca, Pe- 
nang, Bitavia, and Sincapore. In thefe then* are 
eight* Miflionaries, (with the families of six of 
them) two of whom labor amon^ the Malays, and 
six among the Chinefe — conneded with the Mis- 
sions, there are twelve fchools for the education 
of youth; feven for the Chinefe, viz. China, one; 
Batavia, one; Malacca, three; Penang, two; — 
and five for Malays and others, viz. at Malacca, 
one Malay school, one Malay and Englilh fchool, 
and one Malabar fchool, — at Penang two M-tlay 
fch6ols. The public fchool at Malacca, though 
not fupported by the Miflions, is under the fuper- 
intendence of one of their members, fo that there 
are thirteen fchools in all under the care of the 
MifTionaries. The numberof youth in all thefe 
taken together is certainly far from being great; 
but there arc about three hundred, which, consider- 
ing the (h^rtncfs of the time since fome of them 
were cftablilhcd, and the circumdanccs und r 
which we labor, is as many as we could reafonably 
have expeftcd. The Gofpel is preached ftatcdiy 

and occasionally in Chinefe and Malay: in Chinefe 
.■ » 

• Since llie above was wriiien, the Rev. Mr. Fleming 
and Mrs. F. have joined the Missiuns, so that there Are now 
NiNB Missiouaries. 
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in three Dialefts, viz. the Canton, the Fokicn, and 
Mandarin. — There are likrwife public fcrvices 
c«>ndu<fJed in Englifli and Dutch. The number 
,of prrfons attached to the Miffions, or to the 
M (TiMiarics, from considerations no doubt of a 
vaiied nature, is increasing. The number of emi- 
grations from China is everv year greater; and 
thus a large and growing population is, as it werc» 
thrown in the way of the Millions. Besides the 
Ho y ^cnpturrs^ other Chnftian publicatiiins of 
nearly forty different kinds, lirger or fmaller, to 
the numher of mt>rc thaii ONi- hundred and riffT 
•THOUSAND copies have been printed, and (exctpt a 
Imall proportion now in hand,) very extensively 
fpread abroad. Every year, frefti demands arc 
made for more, and we have rcafon to believe, 
that the number of thofc who read them is far 
from being inconsiderable. 

The attention paid to the education of children, 
begins to fecure to us the confidence of their pa* 

I rents. Though our hearers are few in number, 
yet there are Ibmc whofe circumftances admit of 
their flatedly attending, which affords an oppor- 
tunity of opening more fully to their view rhc 
doiSlrines of the Gofpel, and of explaining in a 
more conneded and profitable manner, the fenfc 
and fcope of the Holy Scriptures. Though we 
. fee not adual conversions, yet we perceive a vi^ 
jible alteration in the fcntiments and exterior 
conducfl of fomc who hear the word. Prejudices 
are dying away. The unprofiiablenrss oi idolatry 
is acknowledged by fome; and the next ftep may 
be, a convi(5lion of its stnfuiness. In particular 
inflanccs of dillrefs, we obferve the heathen calU 

j ing upon the God, whofe awful name we endeavor 
to make known; and there are fome who ni»w 
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^ worftrplhc L »rJ ami their own gods.** The un^ 
fparin^ h.iml with which divine irurh, carts 
iiuo the mire evrry obji'dt of i(l»»latry, however 
high ics anciquiry, however v.itl the numbv-r of 
ill viuaries, aii»l h»wcvrr grrat ihc powers aCcrib- 
Ci\ to ir, — dnts, we obfcrve in foine cafrs, mikc 
ihe heiihen inorc *• mad upon their idoU** — and 
more zcilnu*. ro fupporr a? long as poilihic the 
CrCilitor th ife which are deftincd to fdl: b;ir, even 
in this increafed attention to the suBpcr or RrLl- 
OiON, (though indeed a PALserclii^Kin.) wep^-rccivc 
fnc g-rm of r>mcihing favorable to thr G »fp:'I j 
fir, the more the heathen expend upon their g>»ds, 
»nd the more ardent their hopes of gooci from 
them are. To much the heavier a prcffiire mud 
•heir teiiip«>ral circumltances feel, and fo much 
the greater will the difappointment of their hopes 
be; and it is impollible chat thefe two things, 
whde a cl ar exhibition of the gofpel continues 
to be m^dc before them, — fliould not ulti- 
mately weaken idolatry, and •« prepare the way 
of the Lord/' Wnen we ftite the awful truths^ 
that •• G>d is no rcfprftcr of perfm^;*' that 
•• at the name of Jefus every knee Ihould bow}'* 
chat •• we muft all appear before the judg- 
ment Teat of Cnrill'*— :ind inihort, that the great. 
ti\ fages, legiflifors and emperors, eqn dly need 
to be favcd by Jcfui Chrift, with che mean' i\ and 
vileft of the human race; and that thry mull all 
ftand and be judged bef«»re his bir, as if they had 
been common men,— ^hen thelo tivingn are Ihttd, 
the pride of the learned is ofT-ndedi the rxclu* 
sive nature of the G»fpel foems to them full o{ 
ilfumption; and our unceremonious way ofclaft^ ' 
ing TaoH, Sbiiii, C^nfuJus^ anil iVfeiti/iu, among the 

'* Atl WHO HAVB aiNNtD AND COM i SHORT Or THf 



Digitized by 



Google 



GLOR V OF COD/' appears in their eyes mod arrogant 
and intolerable. Bur. even in this hodiltty of views 

|,,ahd feelings, We fee a friendly ally begotten ami 
foftcring; for, a dormant and apathetic ftate of 
mind, which takes every paft thinj^ upon truft, 

. and never flretches a thought toward^ man's fu- 
ture deAinies, — is of all things the niofl coipmon 
in thefe countries, and the moft unfavorable to 
chriftianity, which requires all the fprings of the 
foul on motion. Now, when thought is excited and 
roufcd, though its firft fteps may be perverfe, it 
is in the end ever favorable co the Gofpel.— Jea- 
lous of the Saviour's final triumph, the learned 
worlhippcrs of the ancient fagcs, in their mind 
and in their convcrfation with each other, infti- 
lute a comparifon between Jcfus the fon of QckJ, 
and the mortal objedls of their own unbounded 
admiration; and there arc no similar inftances on 
record, in which the final refult has not aliyay^ been, 
to weaken a fuperftitious regard to ancient names 
and errors; to open the mind to inquiry; and to 
produce a reverence for the charafter of Chrift. 
Indeed, we often obfervc a violent (Iruggle in the 
minds of fome of the learned about us, between 
the conviiftions produced by the light of the Grqs* 
pet which is gradually breaking in upon them, 
and their own accuHomed and unlimitec) reyer^ 
ejice for the di<fla of the ancients* This n^ay be 
fairly attributed to the operation of tfie tryth; fur, 
previoufly to ^heir hearing the Gofpel, they en-, 
joyed their delusions quietly; felt nodopbrsabou^ 
their fyO'em; and no mental llrugglej^ between 
light and darkncfs, truth and error. ,Qf thofc 
who have occasionally heard the Gofpel 141 .Chi- 
ncfe,*during a great part of thefe twelve years, 
though only two have nnadc a public: pcofcffiuii 
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of the Gofpd, yet their cfTorcs among their re* 
lative!i» and the increafed circulation of good 
books, by their means^ arc circumftances of fome 
importance to us. 

Ac prefenr, with rcfpedl to the facilities which 
thcfe midions poflTcfs for cirryingon the work thus 
be);un» they are fuch as follow: in all the Oations out 
of China the protection of the laws, and liberty to 
miike know n the Gofpel, are enjoyed in their fulled 
extcnr; and the head, or central lUtion, is in a retired 
place, and healthy climate. Very imporrant helps 
for the (luJy of the Chinefe language, have been 
prepared; and for the Malay language, a valuable 
Dictionary and Grammar were written and print- 
ed fome time ago, by a gentlrmin uiiconne(f(ed 
wirh M (lionary affairs. It will be fecn from the 
preceding part of this bmik, that the Midions 
pofTefs the means of printing in Chinefe, Malay, 
and Englilh, to all the extent they can podibly 
anticipate a demand for. Coi)ne(fl<rd with the Mis- 
sions, there is a (mall Fund for widows and or* 
phans, which though at prefent inadequate to fup* 
port even one widow, is increasing, and may tend 
in fome degree to Kflcn that reafonable folicitude 
which every Mifllonary, in thcfe climates, mud 
feel about thofe of his family whom he may leave 
behind him; and may confequcntly tend to in* 
creafe his cheerfulnefs and courage in hit labors. 
Plans of co-operation have been laid down, which 
may through the divine blefling, prove of exten* 
•ive and lading fervice; and give a powerful im* 
pulfe to the general fydem of our miflionary ex* 
ertioiu. Two Periodical publications are open 
to all the members; one in Chinefe for the in* 
formation of the heathen, and one in Engli(h for 
more general purpofca^ The inveftigationa of 
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the Ghinefe gAvcrnmcnr, literature, hiftoij, re- 
ligion^ and manners* which are carrying on by 
mrmbrrs of ihe M.flioni?. will doubtlefs have a 
collareral influrnce on uhat ih- chun h cors.cliri 
the grand ULTIMATUM, — th»- U'livrrfl fubjciSitin 
of this great Empire t«»the Mlfiah. — F r, ch«»Ui»h 
thciV d*> not dircitHy •' cift down iiittu tains — fiil 
up vallics — or make the rough places plain ;•• \ ct 
Ihcy will frrquc-mli frrvc to difcovcr the «xcrnt, 
the magnitude* and the dimensions of the oh. 
Hades which lie in the way* and may <if(en 
flirw how, and when, and which of, the n»e«ns 
pointed our in Scripture, may be mofl cff Ctualiy 
applied to rcmovr the diflBcuhiis* and loertedthc 
end propofed. A library « f European, Ciiincf*', 
Malay, and other Indian bcx'k*, has been formed 
fnr fome tinte paft at the central flation; ami m^iy 
become extensive, or at leaft fufficiently fo, for 
all the purpofes of thefe Miflion^; and there is a 
near profpeift of being able to piep^ire native 
youth, for the office of fihool m.ifh is, catechiHs, 
or M;fl[i.)narirs — Sv veral theological treatifs, 
and works of ft^me extent on the holy Scriptures, 
are in courfc oi prcpaiarii^n, which, if their au« 
thors be fparrd to finifli, or if they be taken up 
and completed by thofe tiiat furvive,— will prove, 
it is prefumcd, of tflcntial fervice to the caufe of 
the Gofpel, and prevent the nee* (Ii y of men, 
who pofTcfs good preaching talents and adtive ha* 
bits, confining themfelves to the dry labors of 
the mere fludent, and leave them greater letfure 
for the more animating, and more immediately 
ufcful woik of preaching. Such, uithout rcferve, 
or cxaggeratiein, is the pnfeiit (late of the Ultra- 
gauges MilTions; and the encouraging circum* 
lt4uccs, Cccm vallly tvi ovci balance thofc of »> 
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coiurarjr. nature. Tiicy iiirpirc hope, and call for* 
rcnc<«rcd vigor of exertion. The labors already 
r]( cured, thefaciliries provided, and the pofts taken 
pufTcdion if^ are in a great meafure owtn^ to the 
considerations which were annually prilled ot\ 
the a-iicntion of the Diredtori of our S »cietv, du- 
ring the fiift six years of the Chine fe M.flfi hi. 
and Co the plans which were hnmcd in China, in 
1814. Th<»fc plans have been partly itoticeci 
above, (fee page 132 to 14O,) and by the kind- 
nefs of a gracious providence, they ^re now in a 
fair train of accompli(hin<^-nt. To follow them out 
till they bring f>r(h extensive good to the 
Ultra-gatigrs nationi; to ein|»l'>y vigoroufly 
the means ^hich have been for fome years in 
actual oprratio'i; to cultivate with adldu^us 
care, the fi.KIs now within our rench, but to con. 
sid( r alm(»() motiiing srrcCTtD till Tifc gospel 
G^T A FOOTING IN cHlNAi to prrfcverc uith un. 
ftiiiirtit.g diligence; aiut to Kiok up daily by faith 
and pra)er to Him, who alone can ^^ give 
flic iiKCtafe/*^is the duty of all concerned. 
While we have reafon to l)e humbled that more 
has not been done, and tav better purpoA; we 
have alfo abundant caufe of gratitude to God ih^t 
our lives, have been fpared fo' long, and that 
some things, likely to have a happy lnfluenc^ on 
the final falvatkin of ihcfc countries, have beci«> 
cffcdeiL What is; farther nec^ffary may be com- 
prehended in three pa.rticulars: kborers^ meant, 
and fuccefs. Moce LiWBOitCRs.are wanted in all die- 
depanmjcnts. of the Millions— for . Chinefe aiKl« 
Malay — to 'd& in the capacity of trad-diftrt* 
buters — readers— catcchi(Js--*tCHchcn of youth—* 
and itinerant, or fcttUd preachers. — lit -reKard^o 
MiAMS^ the annual expcncc of the 6vci' 
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m)w cxifTing,. including ihc cxpence of p<ifliigrs» 
the fupporr .of Miflionaries, of che prcfs, of 
fchoois^andrhc rcnf,or building, of houfcs,&c. — is 
very connidcrablf, and the eftabllflimcnc of 
other Midions which arc in view^ will aifo be fo 
great and heavy an expenee, at is quite damping 
t{> luok forward to. But we hope in Him *' whofe 
19 che earth and all that it contains/' and look (o the 
friends of chritliani y in India, Europe, and 
America. ' , 

Succtss may be viewed iWo ways: as to the pre-' 
pira: ion of means for the extensive diffusion of 
knou Icdgc; and as Co thcadlual ** ittrninjf if many to^ 
ftlhet.usness.^* The foimer kind of fucccfs has, in 
Tome meafurc, acrenticd the Miflions. For che 
iricrcr/ we greacly long, and would carneflly pray. 
We have no doubt of the final triumph of che 
Giifpcl over Mahometanifm and all the pagan 
religions of China. But we cannot allow ourfelvcs- 
lo fuppofe chac this will be the woik of one, or 
two, or five ages. In chinking of fucccfs our 
wiflics and our judgment fcem at variance— »chc 
former, impacicnt to fee China, and this Archipe- 
lago, acflually evangeHzcd and turned to righteous- 
mfs; and the laccer, telling us that much la. 
bor and many infiiumencs are yet wanted; that 
fcTe.^il grneracions of cime mull roll away; and 
chat wc (hall be long dead, and our bones and 
flclh undidinguifliablefrom the mafs of our mother 
eanh, — before this glorious event can take 
place. Yet we " plough ia. hope;** *V knowing 
that our labor Ihall not be tn vain in the Lord.*' 
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APPENDIX. No. L 

ACCOUNT OF TIIC MALAY BOOKS.* 

The liberty and ufe of the prefs are very va- 
lu«nble privileges and aflford ko ihe Mifllonary, the 
unfpcakable advantage of making the Gof^icl of 
Jefus Chrift knoun in dillant parts of the wnrld, 
as well as in the field of his immediate labours. 
But there are aifo difficulties attending the prefs, 
arising from various caufcs; as f he fille fyOems of 
unchriiUanizcd people; the fpiritual dominion of 
the prieOs, forbidding their people to think and 
judge for themfclvcs; the whole routine of cheir 
worfliip which is more form and ceremony; and 
the pride, prejudices, and jealousies which the reign 
of ignorance, luperdition, and falfehood, gene, 
rates. The fit(\ produdlions, will always need much 
improvement on account of a fuperficial know, 
ledge of the language, of the prejudices of the peo- 
ple, the manner of exprefling relif^ious ideas, 6rc. 
and thefc difficulties increale where there is but 
little choice of words^ as is the cafe in the Malay 
language. [Here the reader is rcqucfted to re- 
f r b*ck by the the figures, to the preceding lid 

of books 3 

No. j4. The ten Commindments and rhe Lord's 
prayer, and No. 35, Watts' tirft Catechifm, were 
transited Jqring the firft 10 months of (ludy, and 
foon after prinreii. But they are not fo plain a» 
^ooksufth«it defcription (liouhl be, owing to a^ 

f Fur this puper, the author is ludebted. to the Kcv. C. 
H. niuuiscn. *['•'■ 
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want of Aifiicicnt acquaintance with rhf icfiom of 
rhe Milay language. They arc literal^ hut a roo 
ftriifl attention to ihe formation of derivatives, and 
a deficient arrangement of words, make them found 
harfli ro rhc ear of a- Nialav.. Several exprfffions they 
considered at 6rft vrry ohj-'ilionahle, e, g jealous, 
as applied to God, in the fcC4>nd Commindment. 
Ir never occurs in rhat fenfe in iheir booksas faras 
I can learn, but only as exprcflin^ jr-aloufy or ra- 
ther fufpfcion of rhe hufbind over hi* wife. The 
epirhets, father, our father which art in heaven, 
the only begotten of the father, &c. — they thought 
very repugnant to the spirituality and purity of 
the divine Being, and implying corp#irality and 
carnal afF dtions. A mm once aflced, if G d were 
married and begat children. F>>r the fame rra. 
funs they objedled to the expn (lion ••the Son 
of G<kI/* — In 4 tranflition of the facrcd Srrip- 
turcs, there is no way of avoiding giving offence 
ir» fuch cafes, without d<iing injury to the meaning: 
bur in an abdradl rreatife of religion, circumlo. 
cutions may be fubltituted. In reprinting the 
ab< ve mentione<l Catechifm, fcvcrd alteiations 
were made; some parrs entirely hew moulded, and 
the whole comprised in twenty-thrre quellions 
and anfwcrs. Part of the fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew W.1S adde%.. o fill up j6 pages, and a (hort 
morning and evening prayer, accomfianird with a 
few queii ions and anfwers on the nature of prayer, 
and the neceflity of divine aid to perform this 
duty arfghc 

36. A rr inflation of p.nrt of the Gospef of 
Matthew. The Buiavia edition of the IVf^Iay 
Scriptures printed in 1758,* under the patronage' 

-f 'Vuti eui loii priu'eci lu Amsirrdant, lu ihe Utittmo 
^haracur, in 17^3$ secins to be tbe &aui€ (icrfuroiaoce. 
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of J>cob Mofcl, the Governor General of the 
Djrch EaO Indies, has certainly many excel- 
lencies, and considered particularly as the firft, ic 
dcfcrvcs notice. Thofe worthy men (for it was 
the work of fcvcralj poflTcfTcd mnny literary ad- 
vantagesy and had an extensive acquaintance 
wiih the Arabic language. If lirrrary acquire- 
ments were the only qualifications for trans- 
lifirig the facred Stcripiures, perhaps few would 
be found aJequ-ite for the tafk of improving 
or revising th:it able perform mce. Setting asi.lc 
ics v;irious diaiefls, the Malay langungc in ge- 
neral may be divided into four branches; viz. 
The court language, or baksa dalam, in which 
their Commentaries are written; it is in fa<fl no- 
tFing different from the common written lan- 
guage of the people, except that it is fuller of 
Arabic words; of this clafs is alfo their epis- 
tolary writing. The fccond is the ftyle in which 
mercantile concerns arc tranfafted, this is Icfs 
pure than the former, and little attention is paid 
to grammatical rules. The third is the language 
of che market or the common colloquial or vulgar 
di^le^ft; it is a mixture of all languages. The 
f>urth is that dlilc(fl. or rather flyle, in which 
iheir books are written. If any thing can be con- 
sidered as a model of the Nf-ilay language, this 
is entitled to it. The Mtlav Scriptures above 
mentioned, abound with Arabic words, where the 
Malay would in many cafes have anfwered; the 
phrafcology is alfo too formal and lliff, and in fe- 
veral inftances inconfcnant with the idiom of the 
Malay, and we need not wonder that many words 
in the courfc of nearly a whole century, are be- 
come obfolete. If thefe things be altered, and 
the whole rendered in a fly le, as nearly as can be 
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done with propriety, to that ofrhcirown b^k5, 
the Scriptures will be received and" read with as 
much eagcrnefs by the Malays as by any other peo- 
ple. It is true, the prefent version is read by the 
inhabirants of fcveral of the caOcrn iflands, and 
I believe, underftood too in the Roman characfler; 
but nill it is among thofe only that have already 
cmhrnred chriftinnity. Thefc people have, since 
the 111 ft introducflion of chriftianity among them, 
cultivated the language in their fchools, ami 
taught their children to read the Bible^ and na- 
tive teachers have been i-aifcd up out of thcfe 
fchools to teach its facred contents to others. I 
have been credibly toKI by a gentleman in high 
office, that the troops in the late rebellion in one 
of the eaftern iflands, were a<flually headed by 
the principal of their teac^hersj or bifimp, ^ho 
gave the word of command wiih the Bible open' 
in his hand; he was taken and cOmmittrd to con- 
finenvent. ** They that take the fword Ihall pe- 
ri(h by the fword/* In Batavia, the Scriptures 
have been read, and divine fervicc carried on in 
the fame high Malay for many years; but the 
principal clergyman in the Dutch Church has 
acknowledged to me, that the Malay preaching 
and the Malay books had never been adapted Tor 
general inftrudtion: both being above the com- 
prehension of the people in general. Accord- 
ingly, an Auxiliary Bible Society was fornied 
in Batavia, about the year 1815, to furniCh the 
Malay Chriftians with a tranflation of the New 
Teftament in low Malay. The written language 
of the Malays is the fame in all the Malay coun- 
tries, except that in Java, a few Javanefe words^ 
and in fome parts of Sumatra, fome Indian 
words have been retained. Who does nor fee 
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then the importance of rendering the Scriprurt^ 
into that ftyle of langu^ige which is iinderftood 
hy all (he numerous tribes of the Malay popu- 
lation. 

37. A Miliy Spelling B«v>k, containing the 
coniple:e Maliy aluhaSet. Eich ch.iraclcr his a 
triple pnvrer, conlfitnrcd by thice v»>vvel points 
which are not nrirkjd \\\ t.icir b.)oks, bur im- 
plied. — Thoy are a, i,- u. TIum alif, the only pro- 
per vowel in all the alpliab.c nqnires, one of 
thole pi)ii\ts to f\\ n% relative povvcr. 34 t^»R^* 
arc employed to ihow the formation ot* mono- 
iVIIablcs. Tne v.iwcl p »inr? are, •• diaras/* above; 
••dibawah/' b.L>W;a!ul •'dihadapm/' in the front. 
Tims alif diitas fi>unds a, as a in father — .\lif di- 
bawah i, ^s ee in eel — ^Ahf dihadap.in u, as 00 in 
food. The vi>\i'el point is not put between the 
confonants as in other languages, bur after, as bb 
di itas, a literally bba f »rmj bab; bb dibiwah i, 
lirerally bhi, f >rms bib, bb dihadapun u, literally 
hbu fornrs bub. — After the monof) llables, there 
follow 4 pages of drfl} llables, g^ing regular- 
ly through the alphabet. Then follow 4 pages 
containing the primitives of verbs with three of 
the principle derivitives of each, arranged alpha. 
Bctiea1ly.-«i-And ut the end, are a few eafy read- 
ing lelTons on moral fubjeds, in a didaftic form, 

38. A new Catechifm, containing the grand 
dodrines of falva:ion» in a fuitable and sim- 
ple form, adapted for the comprehension of peo- 
ple, whofe minds are deltituie of any knowledge 
of chriliian principles. 

39. A Trad on the being of God, founded on 
Hcb. xi. 6. It is an exhortation of a general kind 
to the consideration and fear of that God in whom 
we iive^ and move^ and have our being. 
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. 40. A few Hymns. — No. i. A morning Hymn, 
on •* the Lord is a fun and (hicid/* — No. 2. An 
evening Hymn, on •*! am the light of the world.'* 
No. 3. The firft Pfalm.—No 4. •« Come Holy 
Spirit*' 8:c... No. 5. The fifry firil Pfalm.-.. 
No. 6. The Publican and Pharifec. The lall is 
the composition of a friend. The others, arc for 
fubftancc, drawn out of fomc old Malay Pfalm 
books, compofcd formerly by Dutch Malay Mi^ 
nifters, in Java. 

41. A Tract on human drpraviry, founded on 
Pfalm cxix. 9. Explaining the paffagc, Ihcuing 
the origin of the depravity of the heart; the 
way in which it (hews itfcif; the confcquenccs; 
direction to the means of purification; con- 
cluding with the prayer, of one that is feasible of 
ic and widies deliverance from it. 

42. A (hort Exposition of the ten Command- 
ments. The firft five arc very little more than 
a mere outline to be enlarged upon in fu.urc. 
The 6th, 7th, 8ih, and 9th, arc more full, and the 
sins forbidden and the duties commanded, defined 
with a particular view to the ftate of the Malays. 

43. The principle dodlrines of the Gofpel in a 
devotional form. The Exposition on the Com- 
mandments — the new Catechifm and this devo- 
tional piece are ftitched together. They form 
together a very brief view of divine truth. 
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St^S€iUjneoui ihouj^h/s on the pi!it:c^l, fnor,if, and 
rcit^ijus iid.e of U^ira^ganges Iniia. 

1 iiF. U!tr.i.{:^angcs, or Ijulo-Ciiincfe nations, miy 
be considered as commcncioi; with B innah, and 
ftrerching eaft-ward alonjj chc conti:ienc to the 
iflcs of Ja^ao, incluiling the M.ilavan Archipc- 
lign, and the v.i(l ^rtoupsut* jfltnils lying bctwcca 
Pulo Pcnang and CiTcu. Tiicfe cnUiracc ftimc 
of chc mod populous and tntcrcOing countries 
under heaven. They contain a full third of the 
human race; and from a variety of considerations, 
have mod urgent claims on the benevolence and 
commiferacion of M;(I]onary Societies. Thar, ia 
regard to civilization the heft of them arc cen- 
turies behind the le;ifl improved nation in Eu- 
rope, no one who poflTcflTcs any knuw ledge of the 
hidory of both, will for an inllant deny. Many of 
chc tribes living in the interior parrs of the idinds, 
dill continue in theuilded date of fava^c life; while 
the chicfpartof the inhabitants of the Archipelago, 
are in the comparative fcale, but fcmi-barbarians. 
All the governments of the Ultra.ganges nations 
are Despotisms; and many of them tyrannical ia 
a very high degree. To exilr and aggrandize 
privileged orders of men, and keep the people ia 
a low, degrading fervifude, ever children in under- 
dandmg, and the valFals of arbitrary power,— 
feetns the uniform tendency of every native go- 
vernment on this side of India, without the ex- 
ccpciua of one. Their condituxiona fecm framed 
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on this principle, and the fpirit of their laws rends 
to this end. Ifi as far as the theory of their go- 
vernments may be invefligited and reduced to ge- 
neral philofiiphical principles; and the annual de« 
tails of the executive power, laid open to public 
view; in Co far will this proposition appear con- 
firmed: particular temporary exceptions cannot in- 
validate it. The report of a traveller who begins to 
defcribe a country before he has lived three months 
in it; to pronounce on its literature before he has 
learnt its language; and eulogize its laws before he 
has fcen the dcvclopcment ot a single principle of 
the government, — ought to be received with fomc 
refer vt; fiir, though perhaps the only means from 
which the public can for the time form a judg- 
ment of that country, future refearches, made un- 
der more favorable circumftances, will very like- 
ly give a different view of the fubjcd. Such is 
the tendency of the native governments of the 
Ultra.ganges nations; and it will be well jor the 
London Miflionary Society, and every other that 
may attempt the fpread of the Gofpel in thefc 
parts, to keep this in view. Politics do not, it is 
admitted, from any part of the objcdt of Milfion- 
ary Societies; yet it is of the firft importance for 
them to form acorreft judgment of the intellec- 
tual charadier of the people whofc condition they 
aim to ameliorate, — and who knows not that the 
leading charadleriltics of every government, have 
a mighty influence on the progrefs of intelJedtand 
the formation of moral character? They arc in^ 
deed adlually and faithfully tranfcribed in the 
hearts of the people, fo that one totally unac* 
quainted with the particular qualities of a go-» 
vernment may, a posteriorr, be fully perfuaded of 
what its nature is, from the condudl and charac^ 
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tcr of the people. Liberty, in the European ac- 
ceptation ot the word, is totally unknown under 
the native govcrnnvcnts; ihcrcforc Mi(]'iof»»rifs 
mud not expcd it — liiir, flrniKl prv-vicMifl ro 
their coming forth, /i: inly r( rolvc to hr.»r wl: 
patience and peace, all ih*; incofivcnirnc.s . .." 
miy arifw froin iivinpr undrr ^(Wc i rimcrtts, fi i:u-ir 
naruiC th- very rcyrrfc t»i' tliuf.' umicr vvnicr* -hry 
rnay 'ouVc been brnuj^lit up; and unvicr u;! the va- 
rious forms of Icgidative adnnnidration (hould be 
prepared •' to be fubjed to the powers thai be." 
From chefe caufos, vigorous intcUc<ft, improved 
undcrflanding, independence of mind, compre- 
hensivcncfs of view, an<l an open unfufpcCtinjif 
franknefs of disposition, — arc rare things in this 
part of the world — and dill more fo where the fys- 
tern of idolatry is oi a dejirading kind. It is how- 
ever the peculiar glory of the Gofpci that it is 
fuited to all the different degrees of under(land« 
ing among men — vigor and comprehension of in- 
tellecl are not abfolutely neccfTary in order to its 
reception — it is indeed in many cafes the parent 
of them. 

The religions of Ultra-ganges India, are three: 
the Pagan, the Mahometan, and the Chridian. 
Burmah, Tibet, Siam, Cambodja, Cochin. China, 
China, and Japan, are over fpread with the Bud- 
dhiftic idolatry, whilft a very considerable por- 
tion of the Chinefe, and of the people tributary 
Co that Empire, is infedcd with a vain atheistical 
philofophy, which recognizes no God, and which 
acknowledges no hereafter. The people, i. e. the 
great mafs, all •* worfliip the work of their own 
hands.'* Various other forms of idolatry, not 
yet clearly defcribed. are found to exift, m the 
interior of fome of the iflands, nhcre human fa* 
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crifices are offered. The early prevalence of Hlnr 
dooifin on Java, Sumatra, &c. and the rr.ccs of 

f which rem tin to this dav, — has been fully proved 
by Sir Stampford R'ffl/s, in his large and in- 
tercllinnr hillory of Jriva — and fn»m whofc pen 
the public wait for fom-^thing new respecting the 
illand now under his Government. 

The Mahometan fnch prrvads, more or lefs, in 
the chit f countries of Ultra-Ganges India; has en- 
tirely fpreaci over fome of the Malay countries; and 
runs along the coaft t>f moil of the Archipclagian 
Ifles — even that of B jrneo, and the Celebes. In 
fome places it has a llrong ecclcsiaftical cflablifli* 
menr, wh^ch uiil not he easily over.ihiown. Se- 
veral versions of the Koran, or pait thereof, have 
been made, three of which we have heard of — viz. 
one into the Chinefe, one into the Malay, and one 
into the MacCalTar langu.ige. In rhofc copies read 
in the Mjfques. the Arabic fills one column of 
the page, anil the Iranfluion into the vernacular 
tongue, the other. It is highly probible that the 
Koran, or parts thereof, and the Ritual c*f Iflamifm, 
have been rendered into various other lai^guages 

j ofeaftern Imlia, though we have not obtained cer- 
tain inform ifion refpcdting fuch versions. The 
nature of Iflimifm was known in Europe centuries 
ago; it would therefore be fuperfluous to C^y any 
on that fubjecfl here. We may jull obfcrve that, 
furrounded as the profefTors of this* faith, here- 
abouts are, with idolaters of various defcriptions, 
it IS not to bewondercd ar, if they lofe their rever- 
ence for the prime article of their religion, the VNi-* 
TY OF* God and be found, as is lometimes adtually 
the cafe, •* doing fervicc to them who are by nature 
no gods/* So treble is the influence of their be- 
lief in the dodtrine of providence, that they repofe 
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as firm a fiich in Tpells, charms, ghofts, and dis- 
mal rairs, as any of the blind idolacrnun nations 
about them. Indeed, wc crnfc to wondrr at rhis, 
when we fee Rom^n Cath'»lic Chrifliin^ worltiip. 
piof; at tlv flirine of fome Paij«n or Mih«»m-ran 
(ainr, and Pmtefl.inC Chriiriins (ro the cverliftinj/ 
reproach of their principles) c.illii»g in the aid of 
heathen conjirer!^ ro cfifcovcr ihcfis, and charm 
away the rh<umarifni! Th\% leads u* r»fay a wr^rd 
on the (late of ciirilliantry in the UUra-ganjjes 
nations. 

Chkistiani rv, u-vIct the two principal forms in 
which it appear^ in Europe, viz. the Cach»lic and 
Protedinr, has been pirtiallv made lc?ui«%'n in fe- 
vral of ihefe countries, for fome ages pift. The 
P.»rruj{iif'fe carried ihcir hich along with their 
arms, and planted the forner wherever the ra- 
v.igra or coiquvlls of the latter extended. Tnc 
Spaniards did the fame. Gm and Mirao were 
early the chief f;-ats of the P »rtu^ucfe Ecclesias- 
tical authority in India; Luconia, or Manilla, 
that of the Spanifh. Tne Catholic M.fli »ns vet 
cxiding in thefe countries are four: tlie P ir- 
tuguefe, the Spanilh, the French, and the Italiin. 
On this sidr of India, the P.>rtuguefc have Mis* 
tions in Malacci, Timor, Macao, and Cniiu. 
The Spinifli Miilions are chirfly in Minillaand 
the Pnilippian Iflcs; Tung kine; and the remains 
of a Milfion in China. The Ficnch M lli >nt e«- 
id in Penang, S>am, Cochin-chiiii, and fome re- 
mains of them (bll in China. The Itdian are 
fhofe of the S«K:ietir de Prop:i^anda Fide, and 
are nearly extind. Thefe four Midiont have each 
a clerical gentleman, commonly an aged M.(Ti.>n- 
ary, residing in Macao, as agent for the Mis- 
sions^ who is alfo a correfpondmg director. The 

R r 
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prcfcnt ftate of the Catholic MilTims is very lidle 
known. The pcrfccutioni they have fufFcred in . 
Chini ami other countries, together with the 
long intcivil of efficient communiCKtion with the 
Coniinvot of Europe, during the late war, have 
greatly w.akened thorn; perhaps entirely tx'in- 
uiiinicd thcin in I'ontc pLces. 

Som - remirks on the Catholic religion a» pro- 
p-iLratetl in China, have been made in the for- 
mer part of this work. The writer could wi(h 
tliat a regard to truth did not compel him either to 
b- t.. tally silen', or to (peak in the nioft unfavor- 
able terms of the fVate of religion am«ng the Ca- 
tholics in the Eurnpran colonies «if Ultra-ganges 
India. But is it n«.t the obfcrvation of every one 
who ha? bellowed the leaft attention to the fuhjidt, 
that extreme ignorance, grols f«perflition,unbear« 
able pri«lej connefted «ith fqualid povrrtv, and 
the negledl of hutinefs, arc the charaftrriftics of 
the mafs of the lower clain-s of Catholics, parti- 
cularly of Portuguefe dcfcendants? and in many 
cafes, is there not visible fuch a depr4vity of mo- 
rals as is quite painful to every reflcAing mind? 
Thi's muft indeed, be a f.urce of the greatett grief 
to the well difpofed clergymen who labor among 
them. H<»w pitiable is it that the idolatrous iuper- 
ftitions of Cnina do not exceed In grofTncfs, '"nmc 
of thofe pradileu in the adorable name of Jifus. 
bv this community! How lamental)le that true 
religion Ihould have fo exceedingly d.g'-nrratcd, 
a, ,o be fcaicely oiltinguifliable from the moll 
fcnlelefs and difguft.ng f-.rms of Paganifm! How 
much is to be desired that pious and enlightened 
nu-n in the R<»milh Communion, would "^ purge 
nut the old leaven, that ihcir Church may be a new 
lump." 
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• The Protestant Faith was planrrd in fcvcral 
pins of thr larthfr eaft, by rrnincnt D.itrh clcr- 
gvmrn, p-r iciilirly in the M »lticcas. T ic piu 
rity of rhcir doftrinrt, and the diligence of their 
lihors, are minifcrt at thii d.iv in the valuible 
th •«»lojric^l rn'arifes wh^ch they h.iv h.indod 
d.>*vn. Af Mil.icc« .ind Jiv.i, the chief atrtntioit 
of the cleigv ('•ems to hive been diiedlcd tn the 
Eiircipoan community, and compir.itively lirtlc 
dui" f »r the heathen. After rh" D.rch colmies 
fell under French influence, a fiil reverfe in re- 
gird CO religion, cnnuienced. N»v«,it i^ hoped, 
thiu^t are improving Hi?ice the re-pi.lT lHonofihcm 
bv the Netherlan !< G ivernmcnr. But, are not 
the nroofs of an awful dejrrneracy in docflrine and 
prifticc ftill too manifcrt? I.i it not much to he 
fared, that the fcepticifm of the continen* 
tai fchools of Piiilofophy, ha^ poifoncd the 
fources of Theology at home? 1% w^K the loofe, 
demoralizing, and libertine tendency of infi lei 
principles, but too visible? li not the public pr »f- 
anitionof the latter half of Gut's holy d.iy.c>un* 
tenanced too often bv the example of perfons in 
public life — fometiniej evrnof the miniflers </f re. 
Iigion themfelves, — i fuSje.'l of jtilt and deep re 
grel ? Is it not to be feared, that the l<»tal neg* 
led of all religion by many Proteftants, forms as 
mighty a barrier in the way of the conversicm of 
the heathen, as the grofs fupcrOitions of Catho^ 
lies? Shall we allow ourfelves to fupp>fe that 
vice, grofs or refined, is IcG hateful to the D.ity 
than fuperduion? While we juflly conff^ that 
the empty pageantry of maiTes and priKrefli ms^ is 
altogether unacceptable to that bUifd B*ing, 
who never appointed them, ** nor required ihem 
at our hand/* (hdl we fu far impofe on ourfelves 
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as to imiigrnc that infilcliry under the do *k of 
liberal A-nrimrnr/or iircligicin under the pretext 
of avoiding a mean nnd depending fupcrfticion,— 
will be pleasing in His siglit ? I:i there not a loud 
call, by the cirrunift mces of the times, on all 
Prortftjnts in Ultra-gangfs India, to roufc them* 
ftlvrs to holioet's andpuiity iif converfition ; and 
t<» (how zral for fhe projngation of the true fair»? 
The teal <if the Pinttd.iof clergy, and ofchiiftians 
of various denominafiona, on the Well of the 
Ganges, mny jiilUy prov<»ke the z al of their 
brethren in ihcfc parts. In Ultra Gintres India 
there are now tl.rre Pintefliot Mifllmn, viz. 
thofe of the Nethrrlands MilTioniirv S »ciety, 
revived since the Peace; ihcife cf the Englifli and 
American BaptiH Mliionny Sriciecies; and thofe 
'-♦tl fhe London M fli »nary S »cicty, or fhe Ultra- 
gauges Million?, abt)ve difcribeil. The fiiM^ are 
vail, — There is abundant fpace for all. H.»d 
each of thefe three Mifllons, an hundred laborers 
ready to fend forth, thry m*ghf, by pn)per care 
in the felci^tion of p'-flii, all fi )d room and labor 
uithour coining in conta(5^ with each other; and 
when dif,jeifed over the vaft and thickly peopled 
regions of Eaftern India, wc ihould Hill hnve enure 
to fay — *^ what are thcfe among fo many!"— 
Two ProtiOant ecclesiaHical efhibliiliments h-^re 
extended to thefe regions, viz. fhe Dutch Re- 
formed Church, and the Church of E'igl and. The 
Dutch Reformed Church has fn* its ruige of ope. 
rafi<»n, all the colonies of Nerherlands India; and 
the Church of England has Penant{, Bencoolen^ 
and I he Briiifli Fa<ttory in China, — three n\oi\ im- 
portant pofls, trom which the word of life may 
found out to the furrounding countries. Supine- 
ncfs and ina&ivity in the great work of EvaDge- 
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Htinfr the hnthcn, have been roo much the re- 
pro..cl) and sin of every Chnftian commuairy, and 
particularly of privileged bodies of chriOidns— • 
hur the a»4e of fupinencfs is ovc*r. Every body ; 
of cHridiAns. is Ihakinjj oIFrhedormaiu indoleice 
of former d.iyt, aiui n»u$ing irfch to acfViim. We 
cannot therefore, but look aith fome degree of 
hope to ihef- two Church efl iblifhmenis, each < f 
Vfhich p' ircflTs vaft means a- commmtl, both in 
regard to wealth and takiit, for the illumination 
of the heathen, H'/^y mg^i I't^e not iff J me 
Ifnttal f lUm ./ uni^n and n^ope* atton^ form'^ii oe^ 
iwf*n ibtjc two eicliitajhial b iHes^ (i*tJ ibi various \ 
M'Jfinnarj ffiubjjhments^ on tht oroad pttrntpfs of 
Prohftan.ftn^ for the furffe of d£u$fn^ our huly 
r^h^ton ibtough fbf Indo^dbin^ftf ti^mnns ? To me, 
this does not appear an impolTiblc thing, if the 
objrifl were urlldifijcd, and the princ>f)les of • 
co-operation frw and simple. Biit, without re. 
g»rd ro this, much may b.- d.»nc by each of thefe 
bodies, in its oun fphere. And how can a con- 
sistent Prottflant, whatv ver be his rank or office, 
fari^fy his confciciicc to fpend a lew yeais in 
fuch moral waft(S as thefe, without cvrr attempt- 
ing to do any thing for the illumination of the 
heathen about him? Can he recline with com* ^ 
fort on his dving |..illow, and f^y: ** I have done 
what I CfMild ?'* It a public and highly diftinguifh- 
ed chara^fler, decorated with titUt and honorary 
didin^flions, what joy can thefe withering laurels 
affird him, amidft fecrct reproofs of coufcicnce, 
for profcfliiig to believe dodrines the influence of 
which he never difplaye<l; and to revere, as ex. 
clusively from Go<i, a fyllem which he never took 
the lead pains to make km^wn to others? 
Among many and greater obftuclct to theevan- 
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g^Iizing of thcfc countri« and iflnnl^ there arc 
THREE* rhc huntul infl.ience of which will he 
file m(»rc or Irfs: viz. SLAVhRY, Opium, and 
Gambli^^g. Fcrvv of the rnomnirirs c mmirred 
on the M ilayan fras, or the horrid femes of d:* 
bauclirry and hloiul fhed which are fo oftrn rx- 
hlbitrd, bur may b: ttacod to onr\ or all of rhefc 
fouic s; and they are r<>o profitable ro thof** wiio 
patronize or enc«Mirajrc» them, ro hnpe that a 
fpe'dv che< k w«ll b imp^fcd on rhrm. 

Hipf)ily, in as far as rhe European G''*- 
vernmvnJs are conccrnt-il. SLAVtRY it miy be 
hoprd, uill not be in exiUncc fitty years hfncr- 
ar>il tncir infljence niiy tjo a grrnr wnv uith f«»me 
of rhe native pov%e»s. Bur vvhilr this InrtunMO 
tnffic t X:(>s, if will cauir M (li »nati.s, c!"pccially 
in parrs Icfs frtqur'ntcd bv Europrans, to be re* 
gir.lrii with diftruft and f ifpici »n; and iht-re is a 
cUfs of LOW MERCcNARY TRADhRs whofe ioirrt ft 
if i< to nufn prtlVnt the ddi^ns of th«»fc whofeilc 
the melioration of the heathen. I do not mraii 
rrfpetitable merchants, and fea firing men of ts- 
tablilh d character, ft)r whom I entertain a high 
rrgard, and ro whom this bafe pracflice is as ab- 
horrent as if is fo myfelf. 

The vafl confumption of Opium on this side 
of Lidia, is the fource of fo many evils amoug the 
people, and yet of fu much gain to the merchants, 
thai I utterly defpair of faying any thing on the 
fuhj A that will not be regarded with the moft 
fovcrreign contempt and difl^kr. I cmnot, how- 
ever, but regard it as one <»f the many obftncirt 
which hinder the moral improvement of £.il)ern 
India and China. 

That Gambling (hould be praflifed, is no mat*, 
ter of wonder; but that a pradice fo dcftiuttivr 
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of f >cial ordcr/and which fo cffc^iallv impover. 
ith -s a Ur^c porrion of rhc people, ro enrich a 
ffw, jrrncrallv of the word char.iclkers, fli •uld hivc 
ever been f«nCtiiMied by any Chrilfian G vcr»i- 
mrnr, and a poicion o\ public rrv«-nue derived 
f tier from, fiirnifli*-^ jiift ciufr of «i(l miOimenr. 
Ic hai indceil been f.iid, th^c the only Ie^icim4re 
means of difcourai^ing rhe prnflice, is C*» put cer- 
tain burdens npon ic — ihar its opencion on the 
ci rumlVmces of the people, being thus mide 
m »re piinfiil, they may nf their own accord C;a'c 
froii It. Bir to thi.i rpeci'»us argument it may 
bo replied; FirO, th.ir gambling is in bad rrpure 
avnon^ the loliei ami wife hcailien. Mmy C'ii« 
n;fe writers pifcicularly have treated the fubj (fl 
in a ve»y fc-n^ibic manner, and p »infcd out clear- 
ly the dingers of it to perfoni, funilics, and the 
public{ Ci that any Chriftiin G .vernment put- 
tin«r an entire flop t> ^amhlin;^, has the opi* 
nions, I miv even fay, the conlriences, of this 
Valuable cl ifs of (he community on its side. That 
the Chinefc are great gambler^, is admitted; but 
thi< is a violation «»f principles which ihcy arc 
lau^^ht to refpcch— SeconiUy, H^wtVcr good the 
OesiGM of the G »vernment that derives a farm 
from this f«»urce miy be, the people form very 
dilfwrcnc ideas ther:*of: they consider it as a fourcc 
of too much profit to the f^ublic Tieafury, to be 
difpenlcd with. They fee an annual revenue de- 
rived from it^ and likewife the heads of the farm 
freqtieiKty accumulaMng wealth thereby. Some 
fobcr Chinefe havefaid — *• In uurcfniniry, gamb- 
ling to be fure prevails very much — but cvory 
fensible n\Ai\ considers it a fnircc of the grcatrft 
evil. What judgment then, Ihall we form of a 
'GovfcRNMENr which licences and fupporcs a 
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prafttcc* that involves fo many in quarrels, 
riors, and dcrp poverty? You tell us to reform: 
bur fee how your weflern Governments a<fl. 1$ ir 
I poflible there can be any true b-nrvolcncc to the 
inferior people, while rhc lej^iflttor gives them 
tip as a prey to a few lirenctd depredators?'*— . 
Such are the views of fome fober heathen. If 
Chriftian Governments regard their own public 
chancter in the eyes of the nations around them, 
they will for evcrceafe to draw the fm^llell f>or- 
tion of revenue from this channel.— Thirdly, It is 
to be feared that rhc licencing of gambling houfes, 
tends exceedingly to encour.ige the practice in- 
fteail of diminifhing it. Thofc that rake the 
firms muft raife the money from fome quarter, 
and we fiiid rhit they have uniformly in their 
pay, a fer of the moft worihlefs wretches, dis- 
pel feil through the people*, ro encourage and 
tempt men to gamble — even little children, fenr 
forth to purchafe fome ftnall article for family ufe, 
are. entangled by thefe on their way — induced to 
venture their few pence, which they almofl uni- 
formly lofe, and have to return weeping to their 
poor parens, wl>o probably have not another 
pice behind ! 

The intervals of reft which the people have 
from their work, are taken up in gambling, which 
fi> engroflTiS rheir thoughts as to leave no time 
f >r receiving inftrudion, or Icifure to thmk of 
fubjrdls connedlcd with eternity.— Thefe obftacles 
are, it is allowcvl, of a minor fort; but powerful 
enough to create the ruin of the perfons, and fa- 
milies of choufands; to corrupt the morals of 
youth; and vrry materially to impede the progrefs 
of knowledge. They create abundant work for the 
magiftrate, and increafc the Mifltonary's diffi- 
culties. 
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No. III. 

ACCOUNT OF THR COLT.RGR OF ST. JOSRPH AT MACAO, AND 
STATK OF I HR CATHOLIC MISSIONS. ' 

For the following p.ipcr, my acknowlcdgemcnrt 
jire due Co a gcnrlcman from the Conriiient of 
Europe, who has resided long in Mac^o, and 
from whofe pen the public miv (horrly expecfl to 
be gratifi d with ;in hiftory of that ifl.ind, which 
will conciin nnnjr curious and interc(tin)^ notices 
relative to the c;>all of Chinn^ and the foreign 
trade. 

••The Collctre of Sr. J^fph at Macao, was 
founded by the Jrfuits, who u(ed to inftruA 
fomr of their pupiis in the fciences there. The 
Jcfuits were exodled from it in the year lySi, 
I'l 1 78 4.9 Jc was printed by Hrr Mod Faithful Ma- 
jcfty, to her fubj*<fl8, the Priefts of the Miflionary 
Cungregatian. B*' order of the Prince Regent of 
Ptiriugaly a yearly fum of 6000 taels is alfiy/ned by 
.the S -nate of Macao, for the performance of di- 
vine fcrvice, the fupport of the Seminary, and the 
maintenance of the pn>fcflorsand fcholars. Tnere 
arc aix European Tutors or profcfTiri, the fenior 
of whom is called the Superior, i. e. of all living 
within the precin<fls of the College. To each o* 
^bem are aJlotted 140 taelt per annum, for their 
perfonal expcnfes and table charges. T^e prin- 
cipal objedl of this Liftitution, being to provide 
.the Midions of China and other countries, with 
fuirable and proper teachers, young Chinefe and 
others, inclined to become chridians and prieds, 
are admitted gratis. Their expenfes are defray- 
ed, by a yearly allowance for every individual^ 

S s 
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of 150 tads. They are taught to read and write: 
they learn the Portuguefe and Latin gramnr^ars; 
Lacin^ arithmetic, rhetoric, philofophy, anJ theo- 
logy; and when thcfe young perfons persist in the 
desire of being iniriared into the myfteries of 
pricHhood, holy orders afc conferred upon them: 
fuch individuals commonly remain 10 or 12 years 
in the College. In 181 5, there were eight Chinefe 
and two Malays living in the Seminary^ besides 
sixteen boys born at Macao. 

" The Superior, with the approbation of his 
colleagues, admits them, on their paying a trifling 
fum for boarding. This is reduced, when pa- 
rents arc very poor, to the mere expenfe of 
clothing. Other children, who are living with 
their father and mother, come at the fixed hours 
to the Ledlures on thofc fciences, which have al- 
ready been enumerated. To thofe fciences may 
he added, inHrudtions occasionally delivered, on 
mathematics; and the Chinefe, French, and Eng- 
Ufli languages. Some of the young Portuguefe 
enter the pricfthood; others devote themfelves to 
profcflions more congenial with their inclination* 

•« The head of this congregation j-esides in Eu^ 
rope. To Wm the College muft give an account 
of its labours and proceedings; and the Supe«. 
rior of the College ought to deliver yearly td the 
Senate of Macao, a li(l containing the number of 
Profcffors and Chinefe ftudents, which the ciiy 
has to provide for. 

«• In the year i8iO, if was reported that ther« 
were in feveral parts of China, Tung- king, Co,. 
chin-China, and Siam, 14 Bi{h>ps, 7 Apoftolic 
Vicars, 43 European Miflionarics, 2 ji native 
Piicfts^ and 585,000 Roman Catholic Chriftians.*' 
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No. IV. 

4 tT9if cowsiJifaiion of ibc use wbicb Mission^ 
arifs ought to make of ibe opposiiion of some men^ 
and the tommendaitom of otbtts. 

i^EsiDcs the prejudices and depravity of the 
heathen, Miflfioniiriet h;ive to ftruggle with the 
impatience, the unbelief, and the infirmiries 
of their own narure. They have to ftand out 
againd the opposition of their enemies; and to 
bear up under many unpleafjnt things from their 
friends. They are not, or ought not to be, in* 
fcnsibic of the one or the other. 

The objedions they meet with, differ in their 
(trength, according to the prepoflTcflions, the in* 
formation, the acutenefs, or the fcepticifm of 
their authors. Men whofe minds are governed 
ftilely by political views, or by a regard to the 
opinion of fociety, fometimes, with apparent cor- 
diality, (hake them by the hand; fpeak well of 
their objedl; manifeft politenefs to them in com* 
pany; and make liberal promifet of doing every 
thing they can to promote their views, — and 
(hould M^flionaries be simple enough to credit 
all this, they might very foon consider them, 
felves the favorites of the great, and the bofom 
friends of chief men. But we mud not allow j 
ourfelves to be fo impofed upon. We know that 
much is often promifed where abfolutely nothing 
is intended; that many things are fpoken well of, 
while a mere compliment is pafled; that in thefe 
countries many men cultivate the intercourfe of \ 
Miflionaries» to make their own folitude more 
bearable^ who would hardly feet comfortable to 
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be difcovcrcd in friendly converfation with rhem» 
by che gay and the fafliionablc; and that fome ap. 
pear to approve, fandlioh, arid fupport oitr plana^ 

I folely to gain their own ends, while they are fecret- 
iy indifFcrenr, perhaps heartily oppofed, ro the ob- 
jc&s which are dearcft to us. From fuch men we 
have no right to look for more than what may be 
called OFFICIAL civilities, And compliments 
OF couRSB. Oihers make inquiry about our Ubors 
and fucccfs^ as ifehey really felt an intcrcft thcrc- 

' in, while their air and manner fcems to fay — 
•• Your motives are, it is to be pn-fiimcd, very 
good, but you will find yourfcives millaken. Your 
fuccefs is not equal to the hopes you have che- 
rifhcd/* There are fome cold hearted, (elf-con- 
ceited moralifls, who fneeringly fay — " Ah! they 
haVe not yet converted the Chinefc^ — nor yet the 

, Malays— nor yet the Hindoos, &c.— it is pre- 
fumed, they will come to a more fober ftare of 
mind by and by — to attend to thertifdves and lee 
other people alone." There are others uho taunt- 
ingly reproach men ot our charader for our want 
of fuccefs, while the depravity of their oun man- 

: ners, forms one of our chief obftacles. For, what 
more hinders the fuccefs of the Gofpel than the 
lafcivioufnefs, the intemperance, the avarice, the 
injuftice, and the impiety of nominal Chriftians? 

It is our happinefs, however, to live in an age 
of the world when nor a few men of the high 
eft rank, and holding thehightft oflScesin fociety, 

I ire real and hearty friends to the propagation of 

' the Gofpel, and to every judicious and laborious 
Miflionary.— This is an unfpcakable privilege, 
And (hould be gratefully improved by us. Td 
make much ado about the little opposition nn^ 
inadc to Miflionary efforts, would prove ;Us to b* 
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inmltcnriw fo the Oarc of thr agrc in which vrr 
live, ind unthankful both to G»Ki and men f«»r | 
aiiviinragcs which were never enjoyed ro the f«nrio 
extent in any farmer periqd of the world. 

There are perfiins wh<i upon the whol? wifh well 
to our caufe, but whofe confined viewt oppofe 
ftill more embarrading difficulties to our object^, 1 
than thofe above mentioned. Sor.-c fuch pcrfons 
approve vaflly, and beftow unlimirrd praifc upon, 
fomeof the means which har^e not yet been in our 
power to ufc fo extensively as we wifhed; wh«!e 
the fields within our reach, and the mc;ins a<^ually 
in our power, are viewed by them as nf no m»« 
menr. They have fiid: '• Go into China — )in 
about the countries preaching the Gofpcl — teach 
ihe people by word of mouth as the apoftles did— 
we do not believe the apodle Paul ever lent a 
single book to convert any pa^ran ptople, all the 
diys of his life.*'— The fubrtancc of this fagc ( 
counfrl, we of courfe highly approve; and have 
to the urmoft of our power, f4>ll<»wed it* But 
under the peculiarity of our circumdances, fliut 
in a meafure out from China-^and poflllTing, for 
the longrft half of the time, but one or two la- 
borers, — fuch counfel has frequently had a moft 
difcouraging eflFe^fl. There is srnorhrr clifs of 
hearty friends to our catife, whf>m I woul<{ gUdly 
fpare, were it not for the pernicious influence of 
the welUmeant, but ill-judged, publicity which 
fhey give to MiiTionarios. I do noi refer to thofc 
V^ho give them praife in public, and treat them 
with ftern neglcd in private — Mor to thofe who ' 
iif^ ever dunning young men about the dangen 
^f rafhnefs, and the necelTiry of an implicit fub^ 
^iflton to the views of their fuperiors — norto tho/e 
•reverend gentlemen^ who treat them with opef> 
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and marked difrcfped m publiccompany— nor to 
thofc who arc conftantljr aiming to imprcfs on 
ihofc that go abroad, how much inferior their cha- 
rafler is to that of ferried niiiiiHcrs at home, and 
how much more tomtoriabi** their circumftaicea 

I will be, than thofe of the pjfturs of many Ci>ngre* 

' gations!— nor to thofc who are often heard to 
fay,— «« Why, yes;— luch a one may pcthajj- do 
as a M»(nonary,---pri>vided he be not obft!i*i»ic/*— 
nor tu thcfe who <»n certain occasions, obfcrvc a 
marked oiffercncc in il.cir condud lovviifc^* thcTc 
who have been educated fcr rhc miuifiry at 
heme, and thofc who arciicflined for the Icivicc 
cf the htachen — nor to thofu ..I..; u\ public fa- 
ciciies now and then advert to Miflionarics, whin 

* ihc nor ice cf their name, or labors ate likely co 
increafe the efFcdl of a fine paragraph, — the in- 
fluence of fuch a fpirit and condudl on the minds 

' of MifiTionaries, ia very difcouraging- -very hurt- 
fuU-and they ought ^^A\ ro diltinguilh between 
the di(fla of fuch impiudcncc, and the piternal 
care of grave and excellent men whofe counfcis 
arc the offspring of affccfion, fidelity, and wis- 
dom. Wherever the M ilionary goes, a deep re* 
vcrencc and filial love for men of the latter cha- 
rader, will ever go with him,— their silver 
locks— the image of their perfon, their fatherly 
folicitudc — their faithful reproofs —their wife 
counfels — theirfcrvent prayers— will often rife up 
frelh in the Miflionary's recolledion. While the 
remembrance of the former cannot fail to excite 

I apprehension — " what,'* will he be apt to 
fay, '* would be the cafe if the opinions of fuch 
men had much weight in the direftion of public 
Inftitutions — and what will our condition be, 
(houl^ our fathers and affcdlionatc brothers iii tho 
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dirciflion of Midionary aflfiirs, die aw^y, and chrir 
place be filled by fuch men!'* Bat of thefe bv the 
b/**— the men to whom my obferv^tioi refers, 
ore ihofe who in their fcrmons, or fpeeches, on 
fr^-^nd public occasions, allow th^mfelves to go 
hr b<*vond the bounds of wifdom^ in praising 
Mi(n>n4ries, and in magnifying their labors. 
D'je commendation may be given where it is me* 
rircil, wich<«ut making (he pulpit a ftage from 
^ hich to trumpet forth .he ckbature's praifc; and 
without turning the (ime of chriflian lijlemnitiet 
into a fort of popi(h faint's day, when the mira- 
cles o! Sr. Anthonv, and the marvellous things 
efF.cl% d by the urn, or aflies of Sc. Francis, are 
rccnuntrd over to the eai^er throngs! Such « 
pradli'^e cannot be fufficienily reprobated. In- 
field of aiding, it injures the caufr it is desiQrned 
to f fVc. It difguOs the well informed. It is 
eon^i Icred by m^n of fccpricHl principles as an 
expedient to fupply the place of important 
MifTiitnary information, and to keep up the pub- 
lic r,iirit during the intervals of *' good ntwt 
from a f.r country." It roufes the jealoufv of 
other Inftiiutions. It infpircs young men with 
the love of falfe glorf. By holding up one or 
two in fuch a prominent light before the public, 
•n insidious comparifon is implied, which cannot 
but be obferved by thofc ef^ecially who, how. 
ever worthy, do not chance to be the idols of pub- 
lic delight, and mutual jealousies in courfe arife 
in little bands of Miflionaries formerly laboring 
in perfed harmony and peace. It excites undue 
expedations in the public mind, from men who, 
however meritorious, are yet but •• men of like 
paiTion^ with others,'* and compafTed about by 
like infirmities. It proves ever painful to the 
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b-^ft Midionaries : .and thofcon whom it wouU 
work an cfFcft arc much better at home. U ia 
contrary to the pradlJce of the Apoftlc, who was 
anxious tha-t che rhurches fhould not think of 
him and his co adjutors •* above what they faw 
«fld heard of them;'* ^nd is there not reafon to 
fear that it tends to withdraw the dependence of 
men from the ••tv*. rlasting Goo. thb Creator^'* 
and ro pl.ice it undulv upon •• iftan, whofe breath 
is in his noftrils?" Thcfc thoughts ^are refpcd- 
fully fub'ijniftcd to the consideration of public 
fpeakcrs in relig^ious afllm^ilies, ancl though the 
extreme difg^wd which the writer and fome of hit 
fellow. fcrvHat^, have f< Ir at the practice, would 
not fad rb exprrfs irfcif in thdc pointed terms, 
yet he feeU confident they wiH fall with falucary 
force fihnve y^ here. 

Now, the great ihi/Wg for us to learn is, how to 
turn all thefe things to fome .pra<5lical advantage. 
There ia, certainly a medium between that child^ 
rfh simplenefs which bulievcs.all fair words, s^ad 
•that difmai fu.fpicion which credits no one— ^ 
which beholds enemies every where-— which fees 
fecretpiocs of direful mifcbicf in the moft open 
fCounirenftnces-^-and which fupplies the want of 
evidence from fads, by conjedluring, ,-gueffii>g^ 
and fAjpposing. There, is likewife a difference 
between valuing, and even fee^king to attai^n, the 
cfteem and a-ppri»b:irion of wrfe and good men; 
.and being elated and carried away with the fuU 
fomcncfs of rhetorical ffouriihes, and the ill- 
judged •prai'fe df thofe who, however, well the.jr 
mean, ought to remember that " the Loud alone 
is to be exalced/' Again, to make no allowance 
for tlie MANNER in- which fome good men exprefs 
.their rauxions and advice, would imply ^rcat ig- 
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Dorante ofmankind^ and an unbearable meafure 
of felf conceit* 

To endca^>iir therefore, thankfully to avail 
ourfclvcj of rhe polircnefs of great, or fadiion* 
able men, withour for«j''tring that the etiqiteite of 
the rim'% n quires ihrm to fay fomething kind to 
every body., to take it into account th.it objec- 
tions will be made, and prepare ourfelves to 
meet ihem — to fcizc with ardor every facility 
thnr'is otF^nd us, without making much ado 
about tlie motives winch Hi(ll*«te them; and to 
look to God to keep us from every fnare that may 
hirk behind — and, finally, to condudV ourfelves 
with more humility, circumfpc<flion, and consis- 
tency, whenever undue publicity is g'ven to our 
names, or labors. — Such i% our duty — and fuch 
the means by which thefc things may be made 
fubfervient to the caufe of our bleflcd Mafter. 
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Tb^ iucciss of tbi Gospel, considered ixpo wayi^^tt 
ibe pfttfctple of mere buman probabilitj $ and on 
the principle cf dependence on ibe Holy ^'pirtu 

1 li€ CoMVERsiQK of thc haichcn^ is rhc great end 
of all MiiHonary e:|:^rcioiu* By.chc conversion of 
Cheheaihen^ I mean, the making of them ** wife, 
unto falvation** — *• thc turning of them froni 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unro God'*— inducing them to cart away their 
idols, and to ^* wotfliip the one, only true and 
living God"— -teaching them to *• hare all ini- 
quity/' and to •• have refpcCl to all God*s com- 
mandments/*-^bringing them into a ftite of 
church fcllowfliip, co *^ walk in all the com* 
mandments and ordinan(;es of the Lord/'-«.en. 
abling them to adorn the do<itrine of God our 
Saviour in all things** — in Ihort, a conversion 
which commences in the renovation cf the foul 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and extendsto the 
formation of an entire new Creature, influencing 
through the whole of life, all the operations of 
their minds, and all their external adtions — fo that 
at the hour of death they (hall be received to thc 
enjoyment of eternal happinefs in heaven. Such 
is the end of all Chrirtian Millions— to this all 
their efforts are dircAed; and in as far as there is 
prcfumptive evidence that this is gained, in fo 
fir is a Midion considered successful, in thc 
highcft and nobleft fenfe of thc word% 

There are, however, different ways of enimaring 
the fuccefs of Miflions. Some Miflloiw are fuc- 
cefsful afier a very fhort period, in ** winning 
foul^ CO Chrirt/* — Others have to wait for more 
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than iwcfity or thirty yatri, withodt mikirtg sitt 
impreffion of any monTieiit. On one view of che 
fubjed. it fccms the former are succefsful^ and the 
latter nor. Bur, if we look at things on the grand 
(cale^f we Consider the fcheme of providence 
in the governmenc of the world ai a whole— if we 
reflect thar caufef and eflfc^ are, in the divine 
jjovcrnmcnr. clofcly ind nearly Conncftcd. how- 
ever long the chain of providentiil operations 
«hich join thent together may feem.—fhen we (hall 
ni>c feel ourfrtves warranted lightly to affirm that 
the Utter Mi (lions are not- fuccefsful; fur, the la- 
borers, during thar time, having h.id the Care of no 
licrle fli»clc ofchofen ones to engrofs their atten- 
tion, miy have f » extensively lowed the '* good 
feed of the kingdom/' and fo abundantly pre- 
pared the meansof illumination, that the progrefs 
of che Gofpel in the next or the following ages, 
may be accelerated thereby in an aftonifliing 
mc^tfure. 

The fuccefs of Miflions Cannot be calculated 
on mercantile principles-*-vit. that for fo much 
laid out, there is fo much to be expedled in — no; 
the means and the fuccefs do not always obferve 
regular proportions. \^e cannot, for example, 
fay that fo many booki Oi<«uld bring in fiich a re* 
turn of converts, and that fuch a number of la* 
borers (houKI bring in fuch another return of 
converts ; fof, though in general, the divine 
blefltng be bellowed according to the proportion 
of means employed, yrt it is not always fo, God 
is a Sovereign, and a^s according to his own will. 
The feed ihar ••fell by the way side*' ••and 
gmnng the thornt,** was* as good in its kind, and 
coft the fower as much labor, as that which fell 
inlo good ground a'nd brmighc forth g<Kid fruit. 
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Wc may perhaps be allowed to apply thi> to 
the labors derailed in the preceding pages — c. g. 
to the lift of Chinefe and Malay books publilhcd 
by the Ultra-Ganges Miflions^ If a fmnll propnr. 
tion of the whole nun^bcr prove ufcful^ the objcd 
will notfaiL We are not fo f<inguineai to fuppofe 
that the copies given away have been all prcft rvcd; 
or that thofc prefcrved have been all read; or 
that ihofc read have been all underftood; or that 
the parrs undcrftood have been all believed; or 
that the truths believed are uniformly acltd upon. 
For it muft ever be taken inio account, thar a 
great deal of what is fpokcn and \^ritten will be 
unprodu(5livc; but may we not alfo htjpc, that a 
portion ihereof will prove cfFedual for the falva- 
tion of men? 

In the parable of the fower, above alluded to^ 
THREE FOURHs of thc feed fown never came to 
maturity; a fourth part only brought forth fruit. 
The design of our Lord in this parable does not, 
however, appear to have been to (liew the a^uai 
PROPORTION oi fuccefs thar might be exposed to 
attend any given quantity of the means (if the ex* 
predion may be pardoned) but rather to warii 
men generally againft the caufcs which fo fatally 
hinder the fuccefs of all means; and probably alfo» 
to fupport the minds of his immediate difcipl^ 
and the minifters of his kingdom in all furure 
ag'^s, under the want of fuccefs, or when favored 
only with a meafure of fuccefs, that may feem dis- 
proportionate to the exertions made, thc time 
Ipetit, and the property expended. <. . 

Men of any, or of no, religion* fometimes enjoy 
themfelvcs at thc expenfe (as they imagine) of 
other men's wifdom and property. They fee great 
preparations made for the conversion of (he hca-. 
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then, andlTiuch /generally indredroo much) faid, 
and written on the fubjj'A, before a commencc- 
menr he fairly made : and afrcr waiting for a few 
yoars^ without feeing ** nations born in a day/* 
or multitudes turned from paganifm to ChriOi- 
anity, they then begin to take to themfclves the 
credit of the fpirit of prophefy, and to f«v: «* Ah ! 
Ci He expected; fo we choughr; fo we f.iid fn)m 
the fitd; they have been long at woilc and h«tve 
effcftcd nothing; their golden dreams have uc 
imigine, by chis time all fled; we fee not the 
realization of the numerous plans they ainufed 
thcmfclvcs with, &c." — fuch is their languajjc, 
and they are but too ofien abetted in »hrir 
foil/ by imp;itient and injudicious Christiins. 
But, n-afoning on thofe principles the force 
of which they are more likely to feel, may we 
not alk them: •* Arc all the plans of the mer- 
chant, the traveller, the Oatefman, the philo. 
fophcr, the general, crowned with fuccels? Do 
chey not often require a long time to develope 
themfclves, and repay the expenfcand labor bes* 
towed u /on them ? Do not many of them totally 
FAIL, i«tter the wenlth and talent of a whole na- 
tion have been expcndid on them, and after the 
icxpedationt of the civilized world have been 
raifcd to the higheft pitch ?'»_Yct thcfe men ceafe 
not to plan, or to hope; and the fucccf* ol one 
design will in nnny cafes, abundantly comp^n- 
fate them for the failure offcveral others. Fiir 
the fake of argument, we may fay fo of fome Mis. 
stonary Societies : if many of their extensive plans 
lor the conversion of the heathen (hould utterly 
fail, and but one or two out of the many be 
crowned with fuccefs, this* wilt more than com* 
penfaie for all the itibor and pains beftowed npon 
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the whole. This way of reafoningi X am awart 
can only have force with thofc who do not fully 
admit the agency of the Holy Spirit in the con* 
vertion of mentor the fovercignty of divine grace. 
I do not, however* fee why the firmcfl believeri 
in thcfe eflencial dodlMnes of Chriftianity, fliould 
not rake all the aid they can, from ihe common 
reafonings of men in other thingS4 If the man 
of the world, and the mere rational (alim irrati*. 
onaljchriftian rife no higher oh fuch fubjrds, than 
the comn^ofl rules and principles of businefs, or 

MtRE HUMAN PROBABItlTy, it dofS OOt folloW 

th<4t wc arc to overlook rhe aid derivable from 
rhenct; f »r thcfe lourcrs <«( argument are as much 
our*s as iheir's; and having taken all from them 
which they can afford, we have ttill in rcferve, the 
power of the Holy Spirit who gives energy to 
the word, and imparts life to the meann 

Let us for a moment then, reafon hyporherically 
about the fuccefs of the Gofpel, on the principle 
of mere human probability. Let us consider 
what the means, left as ic were to thcmfelves^ and 
a train of highly favorable circUmltances, might 
be fuppofed to produce in the courfe of four or 
Bve hundred years. Suppofe that in a heathen 
country,, five Mifllonaries^ find admiflion. They 
fpend fome time in acquiring the language, and 
then begin to teach the people, by fmall books 
and onl addrefles. In the firi\ year after they ar«> 
tain a competency in the language, they circulate 
ONff THOUSAND Copics of ufcful tracts or portiona 
of the Holy Scriptures, and at the fame race annu*> 
ally for ten years^ after which, up to the twentieth 
year, an additional number of three THOuaAiirD' 
is annually IfTued; and allthefe followed up by oralr 
inflniiflion^ in the varioua- forma of prea^hing^.ca^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



335 

t«chising» r^afoningr, canvertingt feconded, more- 
over, by nn exemphrv und chriOi/in conduifl on 
ihepartofthcMiflionnrie^and their fjmil«rs. Thus 
tr rhe end of twenty years, 50,000 copies of various 
puhlicarions uill have been iiTucd, and that un* 
derthe molt favorable circumDances. Suppofe that 
'^onc half of them be entirely lieilroyed; and that the 
. orhtr halfbepur^ in the courfe of thcfe years, into 
the hands of the people: 20,000 copies lieby urrerly 
nrgUAed, while only five ihoufand are perufrd 
with fome tare; andof ti^efe »gain« only one thou- 
fand c pirs are undi rftood; of thofe uiidc*r(lon«t 
only one twentieth part, (i e. 50) proves fo fir 
cffedual as to incline fifty perfons, from variouN mo- 
tives, to make a credible profefllion of their faiih. 
From this niimbt^r of converts, however, we muft 
make every reafonablededuftion: fome may prove 
fo be mere hypocrites— fome, turn back to their 
idols; and others, difgrace their profeflion;-fo that 
at the end of a period of twenty years, there are 
only found pive fteady, upright converts. In thit 
fupposition there is certainly nothing ^try extra* 
vagant. The heathen arc not fuppofed to be de- 
terred by perfccution, nor the iniercourfc of the 
Miflionarits with the people, prevented by firong 
national prejudices — yet, after all the time and 
means employed, and the advantages enjoyed, 
conversion proceeds at the slow rate of r^vt 
prrf<m<i in twenty years! -.-or but one convert to 
each Mifltonary !• -The cooleft c.ilculator will 
not perhaps hesitite to admit that thia is froba* 
■LE. But the idea of evangelizing a heathen Coun* 
try at a nte fo exceedingly flow as this, feemu 
quire enough to damp the mi>(l ardent zeal, weak* 
eii the molt adtive hands, weary the mod in* 
vincible patience, and cxhaufi the muft ample re* 
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fc^urcrs. Y^t» perh;ips, even China could be cvanv 
gclizcd in fcur centuries and a halFac ante feme- 
what similar. Let us cry whac human probabili- 
ty. would allow. for ;ihc next twenty yenrs. At 
the commencement of this fecond period, there 
are five naiive converts^ two of whom we will 
fuppofe have families, and «rhe five . Midionaricr 
(ftill aliVc,or their place fupplicil by others) with 
their families, fo chat ot\ the whole, including 
chilvircn, we mav allow tite number .of chrillians 
to be: TWENTY. Thc numbcr'of chfiflians is fome- 
uhar greater than ac the beginning of ihe former 
period; and the circumftaucesi of the courtry, in 
regard to a knowledge of the chriOian fyllcm, 
vaiUy difFerenc from. u hat they then were. A large 
m;ifs of uleful infoimHiion is fcatrered among the 
people. Sufpicions about the designs of (he Mis- 
sionaries, on the one hand, have nearly vnnifhed; 
and on the other, the fentiments and chara<fler of 
the people are more fully known by their inflruc- 
tors. The relu<ftance naturally felt by the. hea- 
then, to embrace a new^faithof which their fa- 
thers knew nothings may in particular cafes, be 
taken away;: and the reputation of idolatry niufl 
certainly have fufFercd during the firft twenty years 
in no fma II degree, efpfcially in the more immedi- 
ate vicinity of the Miflions. Education mu(V have 
made fome advances, and fome bond of attachment 
between the people a^id the Mifllonarics, been 
formed?. May. wc^mit also admit that, at the be- 
ginning of this fecond period, one of the five con- 
verts, and two perfons out of the families of the 
Miflionaries, are (it to be employed as catechisrs, 
or evangclifts; and that from the Miflion fchouls, 
fome youths will be raifed up to be teachers. 
whofe minds will be Icfs under the influence of pa- 
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gan iileas^ more open to inftrudiAn, and confer*- 
quently better fittea tor the ortice of fchool-teacii- 
crs, than the former fchooUniailrrs can be fup- 
pofed ta have bern? TUere are then, eight pub^ 
lie teachers of Chriftianity to enter on the culti- 
vation of a field, the fillow ground of which has 
been already bri>ken up. The f-^mc means arc 
employed as in the f irin-r period, but with an in* 
creasing efF ct, b.ith as to frequency, and extent of 
fphcre; and the labors of the Mifli^marics h^yc a 
brrter diredled aim, and a readier wav to the un« 
dcr(Unding9 and hearts of the people, than they 
can be fuppofcd to have had during the firft years 
of the Miflion. Is it too much, after making de- 
du(flions as formerly, to fuppofe, that in the courfc 
of the fecond twenty years, there will be twenty 
converts gained? furely not; and if we allow, for 
the f^ke of argument, that rhc former number rr- 
mains complete, or that additions have been 
mad;: to prcferve it fo, we (hall have forty profeflji?g 
CHRisTiAiSs, besides their children, who may^ aU 
lowing for deaths, ftill be twenty in number. 
Thus at the clofe of forty years, there arc sixty 
Chriflians (for I fuppofc all their children 
to be baptized.) We may admit thax the Oate 
of the country will in all refpeds be more favor- 
able to the reception of Chrillianity, and that the 
inHuence of paganifm will be more fensiblv weak, 
cned, than at the end of the fird period. We may 
allow ten preachers to commence the third twen- 
ty years, and that, by the ufe of the fame means 
as thofe already employed, they are fuccessful^ 
each one in bringing over fifteen perfons from pa. 
ganifm; that is 150 converts, in the courfc of the 
twenty years, which, added to the 60 at jtbe clofe 
ofthclail period, make na The children of 
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trie former and prcTcat converts will form nearly 
another hundred; but allowing for deaths among 
young and old, wc (hall reckon the children only 
equal to 40. So thar we have 250 Chriftians in the 
country at the clofc of the third period. Now, 
admit that, with a proportionable increafc of la- 
borers, Chriftianitv (lull, in every fucceeding 
twenty years, double its accedion of numbers; 
then at the clofc of the firft ccnrury from the com- 
mencement of the MifQons, the country will have 
ONK THOUSAND ChriHiaos; at the clofe of the fe- 
cond century, thirty-two thousand; at the 
clofc of the third, one mili ion twbnty four 
THOUSAND; at the clofe of the fourth, thirty- 
two MILLIONS seven HUNDRf'D and SIXTY-EK.HT 

THOUSAND; and at the sixtieth year of the fifth 
century, upwards of two hundred and sixty-two 
millions. To fuch an iflTue would this train of 
reafoning bring us in the fpace of four hun- 
dred and sixty years — or in about the fame 
length of time which the Gofpel required tq 
fpread over fome of the chief countries of Eu- 
rope. But this hypothesis fuppofrs (what in- 
deed was never yet enjoyed in the world) a trairt 
of the moft favorable circumftances, extending 
through nearly five centuries in an unbroken line; 
it alio fuppofes the chafnis made among the 
Chriftians and Midionaries, by death and other- 
wife, to be filled up by others who are not brought 
into this calculation ; and likewise that their zeal, 
and capacity of ufing the means tor the ci>nvcr^ 
siorii of their heathen neigiibour«, have been main- 
tained all along. To notice the difficulrirs very 
mi^iutely woulJ have been inconsistent with the 
\ view with which we fet nut — namrly, of allowing 
to Chrrllianit) every advantage^, and of calculating 
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in progrcfs at a vcrv flow rttr. Thlsreafon* 
ing if worth any things will (Tiew that the idea 
of converting a large pagan nation, in the 
Courfe of fcveral ages, is n it chimerical; China, 
J.ipan, and Tartary, could all be converted on 
r* IS fnpposition in about four hundred and sixty 
years ; and who that admits the imniortaliry of 
the hunrtan fou!, and the exiftence of an eternal 
happinefs in heaven, would not rather fee the 
wi>ik begin, if its final confummiation (hould be 
pl.iced at the diftancc of even five centuries, thaa 
that it (hoiild not be attempted at all ? For what are 
five hundred years to eternity ! and what is the bulk 
of the globe of folid gold compared with the falva- 
tion of one foul. Let us now leave hypothesis, and 
come to fober truth. In the above train of rea- 
foning, three things which have ever been found 
moft materially to afFeA the progrefs of the Gos- 
pel, — have not been particularly noticed; for 
this reafon, that with them lull in view, I do noc 
fee it pofllble for mere human probability to draw 
a single conclusion in favor of the fpread of the 
G.)fprl — thefe are, human DcPRavitv— 'Thb 

AGENCY or SATAN — and ADSERV^B EVENTS. No 

true believer in divine Revelation, can doubt of 
the exiftencct'f the two forme», for every man has 
alfo abundant prviofs within hinifelf; and no at* 
tentivc ftudcnt of hiftory, or of mankind, can 
have failed to obfcrvc a variety of events, which 
at leaft for a time, prove great hindrances to the 
Gofpel ; e. g. wars, perfccution^, heresies, the 
elevation of the -Mieinies of religion to high offices, 
&c. Thefe events it is true, are under the super* 
intendenceof G id, and will in the end fubfervc 
his caufe, but it is their mors immediate cSc^^ 
to which this obfervation rcfcri. 
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The D»^P«AVITV OF HUMAN NATURE makcS m^lfl 

ivcrfe Co God and divine things, and alienates the 
heart from spiritual pursuits. This is rhe M>urce of 
all charstupidicy, blindncfs^pervcifcnrfs, and jccu— 
tarity of soul, which we see soahundantly manifested 
in the heathen world. False philosopliy, mat^ic, as- 
trology, infanticide, persecution, and nainctcfscMher 
evils arc all derived from this ovrrHowing fnuncain 
of wickfdnef«; for the secondaiy ciu'-es to w?j;ch 
these are frequently attributed, areonly the occasion 
of their m mifestatinn, or the opening of channels 
by which they may flow out. Thk agency owsatah 
over the depravity of man, appears in the increased 
violence of corrupt pal'sions and propensities; ir> 
that DOMlNtoN OF FEAR he maintains ovcr the hea- 
then world, and uhich is one of the strongest preps 
of paganism; in the insidfous or srlf deceiving 
ratiocinations or soPMrsTicATkOMiNDsby which 
even vice itself is sometimes made toappear harm- 
lefs — yea, praise woithyland in those political 
j-ALOusiKS, — the trembling fuspicions of disap- 
pointed pride and unsatiated ambition, — which, by 
an invention more than human, finj in the mifsi- 
onary's lab<'r of love — in his visits to the sick — 
in his attempts to enlighten the mind of youth with 
the kno\* ledge of the duties of time and the retri- 
butions of eternity, — the seeds of anarchy, and the 
pretext of persecution! If we consider the mighty 
and unceasing opposition of depraved nature^ and 
of the god of this world, to thegospcl of Christ, need 
ve wonder if its progrefs through the earth be slow? 
We find nothing in the external meairr, in themfelves 
considered, equal to master this opposition; or else 
we should see the most aged men who have longest 
enjoyed the means, "all righteous." A spiritual 
agency more powerful tb.ui that of sin and Satan 
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h abfolutcly ncccfTary to counteract thrm and sub- 
due their ascendency in the human heart, before the 
gospel can be cordially received — and the world re- 
formeil. This agency is niost clearly pointed out ifi 
the scriptures, viz that of the iiotv spirit to whose 
inscrurahle operaiions, accoinpanx in^ the nr^eans, 
the conversion of the heathen, and the virtues and 
moral excellcnciesof the truoChristi^n,areunifojm- 
ly afcribed throughout the New Testament. W'ule, 
therefore, we diligently use the app*»inred mca.ts, wc 
must lookup by faith and pr^ytr for thcserrwt, hut 
efficacious, inBuenceof the sacrco sp!:ut, to pro- 
duce conviction, faith, rcpcniancr, .iaA holin-f:« in 
the pagan mind and character; ^^ irtiout this, the hrr.- 
then may indeed make a prof \s\oi\ of the gvJ'fKi^ 
and be drilled to punctuality in external «'b>er- 
vancea and forms; burthry will be destituro of the 
fear and love of God, which are the only genuine 
evidences of a sound con version, and which alorc 
are pledges of men's stedfaft adherence to the truth. 
When his influences shall be copioufly poured out 
on the heathen world, the work of an nge may be 
efFc<5^ed in a year; moresoun.i conversion willtake 
place in twelve months than forir>erly in a century; 
for the energy of this all. pervading spirit can ope- 
rate on millions of hear IS at the same instant of time; 
producing in each oT^them that diversity of »pi- 
rKual conceptions and views, best suited lopromote 
conversion; and though wrare not informed of the 
l^recife extent to whicli His aids m^y be rxpeAed 
in the latter days, yet we have the utmcdt reafon, 
from prophefy, promife, and the general tenor 
of Scripturr, to believe, thit when the heathen 
world or any part thereof is put into the proper 
train, as it rejpeds the means»,(not however thai | 
his influence will be entirely withheld til) then,} ' 
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His aids may btfcxpcdlcd in fuch a degree^ as t3{- 
ccefiingly to haflcn che period when the vt'hoie 
eatih (hall.Tcceive ihc Gofpel.--The operarioni 
of the Hc»ly Spirit, like all the adls of Deity, arc 
re^ijta<ed by. .infinite uifdom and fovereignty. 
They fometimes •* wait not f«»r men, nor tarry 
for the fons of men-'* And it often happens that, 
while the fervants of G«>d are call dowi\ and ready 
to Uinr, through the want of fucccf^, he is then 
fecr. tly working in the hearts of fome pcrfons 
whom they leal) expecflcd to feel, and in places 
where the grcatcft blindnefs and obflinacy my 
have been manifcrtcd. The Holv Spirit is om- 
nipresent, and his working with us in one place, 
doesnot hinder his watering the seed sown elsewhere 
at the same time. The growth of grain depends 
not on the presence^ or even the life of the sower, 
but on the geni il (liowers and rhc warming beams 
of the fun. So it is here. The good feed may 
be sown on a palTing visit, '.vhile the Mifliomiry 
has no time to ftay and watch over its growth; 
an<i the written word may be fent through his in- 
Ihumentality, to places whither his feet can never 
travel, and to a people whom-^ his eyes fhali 
never fee. He will no doubt commend rhem to 
God, and the best wishes of his soul,, go along 
with the silent mcffengers of falvation which he 
himself cannot accompany. The duties of hi& 
station may catl him to go elfewhere, and his at- 
tcnrion may be fo fully and properly taken up 
with other parts of his duty, as not to admit of 
his thinking much about the difcourfes delivered 
on fuch a visit — the books fent to fuch a place— 
the trad:^ intentionally dropt in fuch a traveller's 
way — or the refult of the cbnvcrfations in fuch a 
temple- ^at fpch an aiflided perfon's bed-side--*^ 
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Snd in fuch a filhcrrtiart's Hur. >'Hc fifes up 
day and night'*^ ro perform other duties; bur 
-the feed fpringeth u{>» chough he knows not 
Row/* whea; or where. He may be called to lie 
down in theduft and fleep with his fathers, before 
the blade rn^keirs appearance; hur that omnipotent 
•' Spirit who garnifhed the heavens/* is the guar- 
dian of divine truth, and will not fuflfer the words 
of Lhe Lord to return to him void, bur caufe them 
to profper in cfFwftirg the gracious purpofes of 
Ris sovereign will. He who fowcd the feed, may 
inderd, firlt learn abour the fuccefs in eternity; 
but other men will *• enter into his labors/* and 
frl rhe better for his having gone before them. 
Qt their predccelfor they may be ignoranr; but if 
they find •* the fields white for the harveft** and 
V a people prepared for the Lord/* their progrefs 
^iirbe fpeedier, and the triumphs of the Gofpe^ 
more glorious. 

No. VL 
ULTRA GANGES MISSIONARY UNION. 

T|1K VBCBSSITY OP CORDIAL CO OPBRATlO!« IN IHB WORK. 
OF THB. OOSPBL, AND THB IMPORTANCB OP WBLL DB-^ 
I^INBP PRINCiPr.BS OP ASSOCIATION, f«BD TO THB POR- 
ilATlON OF THB |;LTBA GANOBS MISSIONARY UNION. 



A GENERAL 9CHRMB OF ^. • • ,• 

Tike Ultra- Ganges Missionary Union. 'v. 

Fundamental PftfNCiPLE. — The fundartiental 

trinciple of the Union is, an agreement in the 
elicf of the Doctrines, contained in the Cowr 
p&ssiON OP Faith, and THb Larger and Shorter 
CAT&cursMs, which were agreed upon by the As^. 
ymbly of Divines at Wcftminfter. 
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I.. The 9BjECTa or the Uniom. — i. To cufti- 
vate 'mutual fcllo\v(hip: by ihtcrcommunicarion 
of Chriflian graces^ knowledge, and gifts. — 2. To 
afford mutual afliltance: in cafes of sicknefs» po- 
verty, danger and calamity, reproach, and perfe- 
cution-.— j. To givcour mutual tenimony ngainft 
errors in dodrine or worfnip, which may creep in. 
—-4. To endcaTour to remove what may arile to 

to fc^ndalizc ihc truth 5. To decide in cases of 

difficulty that may occur, either among the Hea* 
then, or among the Members of the Union them- 
srUes.— 6. To organize and fupport a fchool 
fylicm. To collect information on chc (tatc of 
eciucntion; to eft.«blilh fchools extensively; to im* 
prdvc the plan of education; to furnilh proper 
elementary b(M>ks; to fupport them by a general 
fund 5 and to raifc up teachers.— 7. To ellablilh 
and fupport a general fcminary for the inftruction 
of natives of good parts, and for the education of 
our own children.* — 8. To mansige the widow*s 
fund. To keep its account5y to ufc means for its 
incrcafe; and to determine tl\e times and extent 
of fuppiics to be given..— 9. To carry on a peri- 
odical work.f To furnilh it with matter; to ren- 
der it worthy of perufal to the reader, and ufeful 
to its objeds; and to intereft ourfelves in its dis- 
persion.— 10. To promote general knowledge.—* 
If. To carry into efFcdt the pious views of the 
various Societies which send or aflift us, viz. the 
MilTionary, Bible, and Tradl Societies, &c. 

11. The AUTHORITY or THfr Un iQi?.- ^Negatively. 

^-r— — \ ^ '• : — -T— — r • 

* The objects specified in this panicular, may be cpnibii ed 

wuh' liiosc of the Anglo- Chinese CojUge. Epj 

f The InHo Chinese Gleaner may answer pyery purpose 

of ihe Union, and be the luedium of lis puminunica.ic^os ip 

the public. £d. 
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!• N^ir lo anv thing of a .mjcrcly domestic kind. • 
2. Not. to priv.irc property. 3. Not to innttcrs 
of private jurlgmcnt, whicti aff iS not the funJ;i» 
inrnr;tl p'-inciplr. 4 Nut tf> rhr derail of biiHinru' 
in individu I Miisio»rs. 5. N^t to m »des of wor- 
ship 6. Nt)C 10 incerfcr.- with the Mission.iry So- 
ciety's arriMjr-mfnts... P.»sirively. f To advise, 
a. To r-prove. 3. To ex 'iude from fellowship 
and privil grs rholV who infrinjje chc rules of ihc 
Uiiion. 4. To wiihdravi* 01 afford ics fiipport* ^. 
T(» drcl «rc its opiin'oi) hv a public and jiint a^, 
HI. Rkasoms fok ths Union..- i. The letter 
an»l spirit or Scripture. — 2. Our j;reat cliftancc 
from Kurope, J^oni^ tone requisite to coinniu* 
ntcate \*ith honu ; nnny uncert iintie.s attending 
C »rrefpondence ; Iiipplies somerimcs prt carious, 
as in caiVs of war, &J..--3. Tne general unheaU 
thiuv-tiS ot the cliinite. Fre'^uenr changes and 
voia^es neevlruf; S'lppliei of >uuihle provisions, 
m^dicin-s, inateii.ds for ufe in the Missions, fire, 
so o rill s procunble in one pliceon easier ttrrms 
cnan m anotner -—4 To giveifFect \o the objects 
of our Mi^sio'i^: by comJ^ineJ talent, advxt^and 
influence. Loiated effort ejects lirtir; unphiioso. 
phicd and absurd to suppose that it can accom. 
plisiigre.it thin^t. —5. To insure the permancn* 
cy of our work: by sending l,*b'>r(rs fr« m «inc 
siation to anofher, in c^ses of difficilty. Wc may 
be laid by thnuigh sickness- lome may be ob|i|(. 
cil to remove for a time; fome may give up the 
M^ork; fonic m «y dishonor it; f^me m«iy soon diei 
things have not an inherent iinprrus lo cany 
themfelves on; the belt regulated Mifllons Cuffcr 
by an intcrmilliott of labor; without perfons to 
CJirry on the woik, beginnings are lost ; and great 
obje^i crulhed in ihc bud — 6. Wc arc all fenc 

W 
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out by rhc fame Sociery, educated for the ikmC 
purpofc.5, fupported by the fam^ means, and the 
ftroc people feel an incereft in our fuccefs. — 7. 
We are all nearly of the fame (entime nrs; in doc- 
trine, worfhip, and «ibouc the means of propaga* 
tinfiT Cluidianiry. 

. IV. Its Advantages. — i. In rrj^ard to family 
comfort. —Interchange of fricndlhip; (upplies of 
nrceflary things which may be Icfs expensive in 
one placr, than in another; friendiv visits for 
health ; bcncfir to our children. — 2. In regard to 
fuccefs in our wetk.— A fpirit of prayer and chris- 
tian love cheriflicd ; mutual encouragement by 
communication of each other's tri;ils, labors, and 
joysj mutual advice; zeal would be quickened; 
the kingdom of Satan among the heathen would 
be more systematically beset. — 3. In regard to 
converts,: or candidates for chriflian profedion.— 
The people in thefe parts trade much; new con- 
Veris. or perfons under inftrudlion, cc'Uld be re- 
commended to the care and inftrudion of bre- 
thren at different ports; otherwife, impreflions 
are loft for want of conftant means, or hy long in-r 
tervals of inftruclion^ the heathen would learn the 
true nature of Chriftianity from its efFedls — 4* 
Our fyftem would in cour-fe of time acquire 
flrengrh, magnitude, and extensive ufcfulncfs, by 
at clofe an identity of fentiment and unifoimicy 
of plan, as may be consistent with peifcd frccdc»m 
of private judgment. — 5. Advantage ofihe prefs 
for printing tracts and books, — all the ftaiions mary 
be fupplied. 

V. MisccttAifEous REMAR K8.--1 There is no 
example on record of ^reat and lasting good being 
rfFiCted by isolated efforts. 2. Whcic union and 
co-opt ration are considered c:bject:i of int.porjt/ince. 
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sntn^ non. essentials in opininn must cJther be 
sacrificed, or agrcrct to be laiil- aside; men da not 
aUl think alike, j. A Union formed on broad 
princ pics and regulated by a good plun. wuuld 
piove a much more powerful auxili.iry to ihc 
Chntchrt at home than tlie best directed in- 
dividual (xertinns can. 4. It may not at first meet 
j/cnrril approbation--somc may not see the utility^ 
of combined exertion so fully as others, &c. 5. 
The thing scemy of great importance — almost cs^ 
senti^l to the well-being of our Missions-Time, 
bodily weakness, and the speedy app oach of death 
leave no room for long hesitation on a subject 
which involves $0 great con<rq»icnces. 

VI. pKOPOsiTioNs. I. That, while the mem« 
bers of this Union think it their duty to do 
what good they can to all men, whether heathens-, 
or professing Christians; they wifh ac the same 
lime, duly to consider the inexpediency of at- 
tempting to form new churches among chriflian 
people who ha\n! stated pastors. 1. That the impor. 
lance of promoting geniral knowledge and civili. 
Zation in as far as is practicable, be recogfiized 
as a principle, and acted upon. 

VII. RuLfs. I. Name — Thar a Uiion be form* 
ed to be denominated '• Tiic Ulira.Gangcf Mis- 
sionary Union.'* 2. Objkcts — That the obj cts 
of this Union be to cultivate mutual fellowship 
among the members* t«> strengthen and perpe- 
tuate the Missions connroted with the Unioni 
and to promote the diffusion of divine truth in 
Pagan and Mahometan countries, on this side th< 
Ganges. 3. Mfmiirs. That all Missionaries sent 
out bv the MilPionary &)ciety, usually denominat- 
ed the London Missionary Socctv, to India, ant) 
who approve the pcinciplts^of the Union, and wifl] 



Digitized by 



Google 



3-+» 

to join it, may be admitted as members. 4. Com*' 
MlTTet-* That a Committer, rhrcc of whom s^tall 
hold ihc offices of President, Treasurer, and S cre- 
fary, bv» appoinceii to manage the concerns «>f il^c 
Union f»r I H 19-20 —^vho shall he Rrv. W Mihie, 
Prv-siticiu; Rev. C. H. Tnomsen, Treasurer; Rev. 
W. H. Mcdhuist, S.crciar\, &c. The Conun.trec 
to he annually elected, y UTnoKirr of the Com 
MITTr E — That, (as the principles «.f Uie U'lioii arc 
cicaily d( fi'^eil in the -chcme prt fixed) riic C »m- 
mitcte slull be come puMU to art in all ordinary 
and uigent ca.%cs; but all thos:* matters which are 
so important as deeply 10 involve che c >mmon in- 
terest, and are such as can be delayed, sh.ill be 
referred to the consiileration of the v* h<;le bt>dv, 
and determined on accor.lingly. 6 RcGI>>tcr — 
That a Register be kept hy the Secret iry, imo 
uhicf. copies ut all the proceedings and c«»rres- 
ponder.cc shall be inserted. 7 Quartfrly Stat - 
MEMT — That every munber ot the Union shall 
once in three monchs, send in to the S cretary ft 
insertion in the Register, a short statement of the 
progress and circumstances of that branch of the 
Missions to uhich he is* attached, as tii laborers, 
schools, b«»oks; preaching, deaths, births, &c. 8. 
CORRESPOND' NCt OP theCommittkb — That thc 
Committee shall send round fi.ur times a year, to 
every member, or at least to each Mission, a copy 
of what m»y be inserted quarterly in the Register. 
9 Committee Meetings — Tnat the Cinnmittec 
shall meet on the second Monday of every month 
to transtct business. 10. GtNERAL Meetings*- 
That there shall be an annual meeting, at &uch time 
and pl.ice as may be fixed on, at which there shall 
be one or two public discourses delivered, by per* 
lona prcvioully appoiaicd. Tuuse who.caanoc 
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attend the general meetings, shall ifpossiblr, s-nd 
cifl«g;ires. The fine annuil meeting to be hi Id ac 
Malacca on the ^^d Tuesday of June-, 182O. Ap 
pointed to preach, the Rrv. W Mdae, Malarca; 
R-v. T. Bcijihton, Pciiang il ExPuNSE.— That 
whatever expense be inciirrcii in Cop>it'g and 
rransmitti'ig paprrs on the busi.icbs « t ihr Union; 
in the palFages of pcrfons to the annii d meetings, 
&c. be pi iced to the acC(>u it of ih« Uni«»n. — 12. 
RrsourCcS — Tiiat there- be a vearly frbfc* iprio«i 
by rvny M (Tii^n conneCt^d with the Union, aiul 
a public c«»llcdij>n at annual n^cetings, 10 furnilh 
r fi'UrCiS for the general expend; and the lU h- 
Cfcjicy fliall bo referred to the MilFfinry S.)ciery 
to be made up by its fund'*. — 18. Int kcouksk 
WITH OTHtR Soci Tits — Tliat ihcMcniheis of 
ths Union (lull endeavour to cultivate Chnllian 
f llovidiip uiiU the menibes of all other focie- 
tics. wliii hold the fundainviital itodrin^s of the 
R firnutioji. and which have f»r their objed the 
propag-tlion of the G^^fpel in the EdK 
Agreed to, and signed at Malacca, on the 27th 

April, 1819, by the following perfons : — 
R-v. tt. MoHmsov, D. D. Rev. John SLATBt, 



William MiLMi, 
C. H. Thom^kn, 

\V. H. Ml&DHUHST, 



Saviukl Miltos, 

THOMAii KhlQHTOM, 

John Incb. 



No. VII. 

ANGLO-CHlNBSt COLLEOS, AT MALACCA. 

>^OMB part of the fallowing paper hai already ap- 
peared in prin*, — The ideas are, hov^evcr, nowdif** 
ferently m.>difia{, — in Tome places, calaiged) in 
othcn» curtailed. • 
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The foundation ftonc of thii Indicution' wii- 
laid, on rhc iirh of November,, 1818, by Ma^ 
jor William .Farquhar^ laicly Englifli Retidenr 
and CommancUfir of Malacca, in the prcfence 
of the flonorable J. S. Timmcrman Thysfcn^ 
Governor of the Colony, since its rcflorarion 
to liis Majefty the King of the Netherlands. The 
Honorable J. Etflcine, M< mbrr of Council at Pe- 
nang; and fcvcral Eou'i'h Mtdical Gentlemen, 
belonging to the H. E. 1. Compmy/s Ellablifh- 
mcnt:>, in Bengal, Penang, and Bc»m^iiv; the Com- 
majitiant of the Dutch troops; tl»c Members of 
the College of Jufticc, and the chid Dutch inha- 
bitants of Malacca, were plcafed to honor the 
comtnenc ment of the Inditurion with their pre- 
fencc. The College ttands on the premifcs of the 
Ulira Ganges* Million, ♦ in an open and airy si»; 
tuaiitin, clofc to the weftcrn gate of the town, and 
commands a fine view of the Roads and of the Sea^ 

It is fuppofcd, that, besides a large Library 
Room and H4II, the buiUling will contain com. 
fortahle accommodations for a Resident Tutor,. 
and six or eight Students; and, with a moderate 
additional cxpcnce, accommodations, if ever want« 
cd, for more than double that number, may be 
easily appended. Indeed, fo ample and comfort- 
able arc the rooms in the upper ftory, or the gar- 
rets, that, with a very fmall fum laid out for^ win- 
dow lights, &c. 10 or 12 natives could be com- 
fortably lodged there alone. 

* A grant of a piece of Groun(f, maH<r by the Provisional 
Committee of the Ultra- Ganges Missions, in the name of 
ttie Missionary Society, for the purpose of buildinic the CoU 
^ege upon, w.b approved and confirmed by the said* S<>cietv, 
bv an act ei the direction bearing date^ liondon^ 22d Febru- 
ary, 1819. ... ^j ^ .... • 
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• The chief objrfts of this Infticuflon trr, the 
cultivation of Chinefe and Englifli liccracurc, and 
the diflfusion of Chriftianitr, in the countries and 
ifl.inds which lie to the eadward of Pulo Pcnanjr. 

The Infti^ntion owes its origin to the Rev. R. 
Morrifon, D. D. who devoted the fum of one 
rhoufand pounds (terling, to the ere<ftion of the 
houfe; and farther promiftd one hunclud pounds 
annually^ for the firft five years, commencing 
from the opening of the College, for the encou- 
ragement of thofe who may enter on a courfe of 
ftudy, and of thofe who may be employed in the 
tuition. For what is farther necdfary to com- 
plete the eftubli(hment, and to carry on its ob- 
|e^s, the Founder and his friends lfn»k to the 
liberiilicy of the Britifli, Dutch, and Atnerican na- 
tions; to the patrons of Ultra- Ganges literature; 
and to the friends of Chriftianity, to whatever 
country they belong. 

The College will be placed under the care of a 
President, a Board of Tiuftees, and a Managing 
Committee, who, with the concurrence «;f the 
Founder, are to have the entire management of 
Its afFairs. Two thirds of the Truflees to be, du- 
ring the time they adt, resident in Britidi and 
Dutch India, and the others in Europe or Ame- 
. rica. The Treafurer and Secretary of the Mifli- 
onary Societv, (in London,) to be perpetual mem- 
bers of the Board of Truftees. 

Neither the President, the Truflees, nor the 
Managing Committee have power ro alienate the 
College Library, or Funds, from the original ob- 
jc^s, except in conformity with the conllitutions 
•and rules laid down by the F< under. 

The President, Vrultees, Managers, Tutors, and 
^fuch ol the Scudetits at profcfs Chrinianicy, iiiajr 



Digitized by 



Google 



,.K,^ .' !^ .,.C. > , 



be fcvcrally fUfmbcrs of the Churchclof ^ngfanc), 
Scorlard, .and Holland, or of anv DiflVnting 
ChurcK, holding (he clTcniial dodrincs t^f the Re* 
dumatioii. ; • . » ' : 

'Lhincfe, uheihcr born in China itflf, or in 
any of the outside countries, whrthrr pn;fc(Iing 
.ChriOianitv or n<»t» if \»ell diffiofrd^ and ap« 
pri>V( d cif by (he Tru(lcrs and Managing Commit* 
ifc, will be received as StUilenrs. ;£un)pcHns.and 
Anirricans, and iheir defccnd int.<, wlieihtr btirn in 
Intiia cir n4»t, will hIIo be received, if approved bjr 
ihr 1 fuOees and Managing Commicte'c. 

Though perlons whofc «)bj its are merely lite- 
ral y, or llculiir, will, wich the confent of the 
Truftees and Mmagers, be admitted/ on pa\ing 
for their inHrnCtion; yet thofc whofe object is the 
propagation of Chriftianity, \%ill have the prefer- 
ence; that is, only in fiich a cafe asj^he f<»now-^ 
ing— (uppoie room Icit tor but oia«> prrTont,^lhc 
objidtofoiie «f whom is iVcnlar, that of the other, 
to promoie Chnftianity — ^^ifrhey both apply at the 
fame time then, caeeris paribus, the Managers 
We uld pre bably te:el ihemfclves juftified in pre- 
ferring the latter. This is, howcvcri^a cafe hardly 
ever likely to occur. 

. When we look back on the hiflory of pa(l ages, 
>r perceive the gr^jod fcheme ot Providence gra- 
du^illy unfoUing itfelf; and lighr, truth, and good- 
nefs attending its progrefs. We alio fee that, in 
theife. parts of it which relate to the human race, 
man is made the channel through which ihc Crea- 
tor's bounty flows to man: this is particularly the 
:Calc in what regards his moral and intelledtual be- 
ing. In every p: rie)d of paft lime, knouledge^ 
•both human ancl divine, has been imparted to the 
.world by the inftrumentaliLy cither ot individuals 
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cr of bridles of mcii; and ihis, among unnumbrr- 
ccl ..other. iKing', difplays the rnnd^fc^nsioo of 
(j.n\ fo the wcakncl-i of hi< crcatiirrs A rcvirw 
ofrhr pad air«* conviriccx us, rli.ir in.inv inlliu- 
tions formed bv individunl.-:, f»r aflT.iciiitions of mm, 
and which had nothing of great prnmilc arteiuliog 
their commcnccmrnt, h.ivcyrt by thcc.ircot hci- 
vcn, arifin to consid: r .bir iinporrancc, ami been 
fho mtdums of vail g«H»d, not «)nly within ihc 
fphere of their more irnmediarc operation, hut 
alfo fir bew>nd it — fometimes to nations placed 
at a great dillaiice. 

It can fcarccly be doubted, but that in the pro- 
grcdivc improvement of the human fpecie?, the 
afT'Ciation of the better and of the Ief$ inHruiled, 
^ith fixed fubjcds of ftudy, and regular hours^of 
upplicaiion, has had a highly beneficial cfFciJl. 
Such afTociation^, from village fchools and up- 
wards through all the various degrees of impor- 
rancc and relpr-dability, gradually riiing to the 
Royal "Cadcmics, and Imperial IffHitutcs, are in 
their naiure, calculated to make man mortf intel- 
licflual; and, other thii»gs bring rqual, a b*ttcr 
member of fociety, as wdl as a bciur fubjcd of 
the divine government. 

Cornp'inic^, or Schools «.f the prophets, wrrc 
anciently amongst the J«*^*s; the Riobins afl[jrin 
that fchools exjftcd be forr the dclu^e, arul that 
the great progenitors of m.iukind, Adam. E loch, | 
and Noah^ were tutors ; that MilchizedtC kt pi a 
fchool; and that Ahraham taught in ChahUa. 
Our Savu^ur withdic^x a few pctfons frc.m the or- 
dinary avocations «d life, to nceivc his ifdbucli«>n's, 

Ecclesiallical HiHory mentions, that St. John . 
credVed a fchool at Ephifus, and that St. KlailC ' 
cftabl.flicd one ac Alexandria. In modern ufage» 

X 
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•• School" is employed as wc» for a company ..f 
children, as for an allbciatron bf f^ges, ' 

In China^ the School of Confucias, about five 
hundred years brfore our acra. mav he cnn$irtr»*d 
the firft. Tiie Dynafty Lrang, A. D 50>, ttta- 
blilhcd five different fchocils of religion and phi- 
Jofophy : and public literary cxaminarrons were 
rnditutcd about the clofc of the sixth century. 
Limited indeed, h.ts been their range of fuhjcdts, 
and (Tow their progrcfs in fcicnce. Their whole 
atteniior* has been devoted to clalfical literaiun*, 
and to Iocarpt>litical economy; yet n.ilural fciiiice 
always receives encomiums from them, and a 
I fcholar is atbamcd not to know the n^me and 
properties of any material fublhincc prcfcnted to 
him. 

In June, 1817, at the CoFIeye cf Fort Wiriianr, 
rhc following was given as a !<ipic of dif['tlJarion; 
'' If is easherto diiFule the Ufrr.itwie and Icience 
of the wrftern nations among rhc natives of fndia^ 
by trandating Europcjin b*»oks ioto their own 
tongue, tha-n by inftrnding tlhc m in the Euro- 
pean langiMges/' The affirmative of this posi- 
tions we are inclined to believe, is the tiuch, and 
to this end the EEtscrRrE, antt iKher advantages of 
a College arc requ'isKc. To rcafon concFusively 
with a man» we muft be well accjn.iinted with his 
(t ck of tifr^.^, of principles, and of premifts: we 
Ihould be well acquainted with his mode of rhmk- 
ing JMwi reaifoning. This fenowledge is highly' 
important to obviate his ohjeclions, point out his 
errors^ arni if> convey more correift infoimatioa 
Ifo his miiitd. Whether fcientifrc, moral, or re- 
ligious trwth Js to be convc yed, the fame acquaint- 
»iice with a man's mind, and his whole Hock of 
opir^ioRS, errors, and prejudices, i* desirable, and 
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humanty fpfakin^r. nccclTirjr. In order to this/ 
a College, where Europeans and natives (hill he 
jolneM, H moft like y ro cfftd the deiireil g »oiJ: 
it alw;iv« b:*inir MncierHoocI, that we now treat of 
meins al«»ne, m'hich iin in everv other cafe, dc- 
prnd on the divine ra.iClion and btclling fur their 
bell' fici.ll r fult. 

The fullo^vinjr remaiks, here a little mod.fied and 
enlar^td, were ticliVvied in an intmdudoiy 
fpeech, at the laying of the fouulatit»n llonr, 
and may tend to throw fomc farther lig'u, on 
the NATURK and objrcts of the institution:— 
The obj ftt of this Inftitution are simply 
two — The PKOMorioN op Lr rsRATURE; and th« 

DIPFUS40N or CnKISriANfTV ; 

The PROMOTio.N of Literature; by aiTord- 
injT to Europ::ans the means of cultivating; the 
Ultra-Gin^cs languages, efpccially that of China 
and its rriburary kingdoms — and to NATivfs of 
China, the means of becoming acquainted with 
the fcnglilb laoguiee, and with the prachcat and 
m«'ft uflful piris of thr fcience of the WelK 

Tue vart Empire if China in its narural and 
moral hiilory, in its chronology and topography, 
in its laws and juris-prtitencf, in the peculiarity 
of its m inncrs and cu(b>ms — and in the antiquity 
and singulirity of its languier, prcfents, without 
exaggeration, the amplrll fi. Id on the T.ce of the 
globe, for the refearc*u-s of the Nuuralilt, the 
Hiftoiiin, the Antiquir\, and the Philofophcr. 

Lancuagk is the meilium by whicii we be* 
Come acquainted with many of the m >ft impor- 
tant fuhjcdi of which we know any thing. The 
CiiiNtSE Laj^guagi', from the fij^ure and numher 
of its external fymhols; from the nice and almot^ 
imperceptible fludes of found which dilUnguilh itt 
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prnnunciation; from thcsingahrity of in idiofn-rn 
^n<l from thr number of ics dialcdls-— is pc-culiarrljf. 
^ifficiiVi:. Though it ha< been rricd in cliffcrctic 
l^aits of Eur' p' , it has rarely been acquired there 

I to any high di^rtc»>f i)t»f-di'»n. The learned in 
Europe whi» have written on the fubjicS of Chi- 
nefc literature, or arremicd to rhc Ciiincfv: lan- 
guijrr, .ha**c almrft eniirt |\ failed except where 
they had th<; Catholic M ffi uiarics, or fome Chi- 
nrfe frnt honif* by them, as their guides. N'^tivc 
b<»ok5, reachcis, and the duily colloquial medium 
are wantincr m Eup»pe ; nor is if likely that ihefc 
ficilitirs uill be enj 'Vril thete for a long fim- to 
c<unc; anil perhips never at an cxpenf^ which 
l\\r- fc \v whi) j>u(r (i the Ipirit of inquiry, could 
fu(lain« 

Ciiina, viewed as an obj^ cl of literary and phi- 

I )<ifophical fpecuIatioi\ hiis Icarcely been touchy 
cJ by Prorcll mt countries. All that has yet been 
done for its deV' I »penien»', by thcjfe wh<» hoKl the 
dotflrines of the R I'-rmarion, exhibit it to us only 
as the 'fid view which wc obtiin of a large and 
undi fciibed obj-dl, beheld on the ht»rizon tlirough 
a denfe and clouded atmofphere. Wnen we eveii 
lake into thearc)unt all that has been done, with 
this view^hy Reman Catholic countries, how little 
js it, compued with what is yet to be done! On 
how miny im|)ortant fubjcdts does the thick 
cluud of darkncfs ft. II hang; and on how many 
more are \ye leU to the conftant evolutions of 
conjeclur. ; hesitating between different or oppo- 
site conclusions. There is fcarcily any. foreign 
counrry of more importance for the Bcitiili.na* 
' tion to invedignre, than China. The proximity 
of Prifilli territory to that of China, and the very 
icTiportapt cumincrcial rciaiions wluch.fubsiat he- 
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twecn th^ two^cfuiojt,nc%— t:^rnavnIy;.^TTi«k^ Jr a 
poinr of hijjjli polu.icat con.iivicracii^iK to 'undffr-^ 
ft^indlully Cjiincfc law*, opiftion?, .ind maiiiic r.i; 
and that da only he done t ff "lu.dly.bv^ :i.kjiow« 
l-(1^c o( thic \ang;i.igc!. Wnir,.vrr .tuljufv. of 
inf »ini Jtion on iiDporranc (uhj (\^ th'-re may he 
concrrninjj China, lu fhc L»iin, P'tugucfe, nnd 
Fr.iK'h Iji^gii.ip s; )cr ic is ac«4(Iii>le in hut a 
Tvv — ifvi ii.' r V r, \\a'U< that fprci^l hearing on 
.tic if^ vTi'S. t Great IJririin, whicii wcjuklc^Mi- 
ft tvrc ;t ju"tl iniritflng prculi^ti y to E'^gl.lh- 
inco. W rh Hi th'iivvin^ any di'p ir^jr -nu iif oil 
ll r uDfks \*hicli ifCi\^(\ fiMin » ighly rrlprdable 
p. ns rtftr the two Lift l£in>^;ini s, it will n«'C he 
cici'ud that fhi-rc arr tlal m inv important fuh- 
J rt» nt j;rcac nacrrft t(» <>ur c uintry, «mi which ' 
larrlnr u.f »in^.nit>n is naich \vuu.<l. Tiis Con- 
fi,dMatii»n giv^s thcf>rif.iit humhlc Ifill Tutioii 
a pcului clani on the Inpf^ot n| the B'lttfh.na* 
lion; n^r lav*' wc a single iJouht but its fupporc 
Will he ^rantt d. 

Tlic oMirr counr»ic?s and languTgrs of Ultra- 
Gangs Inilii, arc alf.» vciy importa»u. The la^s, 
manners, litcnrurc, and religion of* th<fc c tin- ' 
tries likrwifw- fnmifh ample fuhjrifts for ir.vclligi* 
tion. Tiie MaUv 1 mgiia;:^c has iiiilred bt-en long 
cultivated by the Dutch, and of late by the Eng- 
lilh; and fcvcral very intcrtHing anti ufeful books 
have been printed, with a viev% to its illuitration. - 
BiU even here, there is ftill much to be done: the 
public, at Iraft in Britain, (tor I cannot (»y, how 
it may be in Holland,) have but veiy fcanry, and 
often very erroneous ideas of the charaftrr of the . 
intercfting people, who inhabit the ftvrcs of aU 
m«»fl all the Iflands of the Archipelago, and of 
' chcir fofr and harminious language. 
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^^ The -lartguaprcs of the interior of Sumatra-^ 
ot the J-ivancfc — of the inhabitants of Borneo and 
fhe Celebes— tif the Philippine Iflands— of 'Ja« 
pan— ^of C^mhodiii/ and Siam, arc all^ with the 
excrption of C^vnc impcrfeft idca^ of the Japancfe, 
given in K^empl'erVi excellent HiUory of J;ipan, 
and Thiinberg's Travel*, untouched by Protes- 
tant nations, or in a g^r^at meafure fo. Beyond 
fcattcrrdand confiifed hints, lam not aware, that 
any woik of mcrir, capable of li) i: f? open ihclc 
l.incTii.^ir. R, 1.85 <ver bi*en publilhed by any Pro- 
tiftint.* It is hoped, therefore, that the In- 
lliiuiion now commencing, may in courfe of 
time (for all fuch ^ft iblifliments require many 
years to develop^- their advantagf-^,) accumulate 
the tnenns ar^»i marrriafs of UittiUling in fome 
fmal^de^rce, thd'e f* veral languageji, and the di- 
vcrxifivrd cnaradt r of the pe(»ple who fpeak them; 
and it is intended in thiji [ lihiution to unite the 



♦ MarsdfiT^ History cifSuinatra ; and Dr Leyden's Dissertation 
on the Lan^ua^es and Llleiature ofiiie liido-Lliine-iu Nations; 
and his Coinp-iraiive V«Ka')uUry, are the only reieiu bo^iks, here 
known, winch c^n bi- orout^iil forward as possessing any claim to 
an exception. The Dij^stTiaiion, with ail iis impeitei-iionsy de- 
serve* a hijch rank among tr.ose b«M>ks whi<:n treat of Eastern Li- 
terature, anft the Vo<*abu .ir\ is also a unefal pi(iriueti«m. But the 
range of subject, assumed by the learned author, was, notwitlw 
standinir hi< uncommon min i ami tiaiiscendant taienrs, by lar too 
extensive to uJ.nii ot' .is lavii.ig open ail, or indeed any one of the 
laneuages oF which he wrote. The Or, hinisell niu>i have beea 
aware of this;- and he vory likely considered iiis writings in no 
other light than as affording a few materiaisi tor oihers lo improve 
upon, and even thu« vieweti, with his ilIu>tratiorisaiid remarks, they 
are highly useful, and wdlconfei lasttnic honor on the memory aod 
'acquiremens of the autrior. KafTIes* History of Java, which we 
have had the pleasure to see smce the first edition ot this paper, 
contains an astonishing, ma^s of useful information and several 
comparative Vocabularies, which will gre^idy facilitate fulure 
researches* • . -^ 
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fludjf of the t<cngu^(;es and hiftory of thclc coiif>-. 
rrir^, with chofc of Chiiu, in as far a« m.iy be 
practicable. Bat our rcttlcineni at Malacca, on 
what may perhaps, comparetl ^i»h fcveral other 
of our Miilfons, be considered a t^rge fcale, was 
intended for Chin.i^and as a kind ot luhdiiute for 
a residence On the border of (hat country, which 
we would have preferred had it been attainable. 
Thercf ire, objects connected widi China, will, in 
conformity with that idea, hold a chief place in 
ihe Seminary no'V proiMifed— not however to the 
exclusion of others. For though it afTnnies Ciiina 
as part of its name, rather than ar>y m»>re gene- 
ral denomination, yet that dtnfs not intimate (hat 
orhcr obj^rcts do nnt conwr into the pl<n, but that 
ihev do not hold the chief place. 

H )vvcver groat the vrant of c^rftrd and full 
informatifMi in Europe, concerning the iflinds and 
countries around us may br, it is abundant, com. 
pared with the informuiim of their inhabitants 
about the fciencc and people of Etin^pe. Beyond 
themfjives — their trees — their pid »y--th'. ir praiis 
— anil rheir own little concern*, — the iflandt rs 
have abfolutely i>i>thin^ ii.hhi whicii rn employ 
the mind— no miterids for pn»fiubl- thought. 
They have fearer ly any lirerattire or (cience of 
their own, nor have ihey recc i vet! any Iroio abroad, 
except that which has a<*c«>!np<4niid the deliisuins 
of the falfe prophet. Is it any wonder thrn if 
the mind, confined to itfrU — to i s own evils, mis* 
fortuiU'fl. and wrongs, — il. g< ncr ire, rn(l, acquire 
a malicious Caft, ind sink into l!upioii\ ? 

The Chinrfe, indeed, are a more inilunriou.f, 
aflive, and civilized people; but even among 
them, the degree of g' nrr^l kn »wlcdgeis fcarcdy 
greater than among the Mala)s» ncr are uf^ful to* 
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(killed jn ' rhc * lirrrarurc of his' own (C«Hirtrl^)',' 
c^ongraMlIating b'lhifelf 'ihat he* was not .lH»rf!''in 
any' rf ouir baibatoiis rntifuries of rhc Welt; 
•• for tlun"" fivs he; •• I n uft hav'c liveci in a 
c'.ivc urafer frroiind— -t^tt n ihc bnk an J loofs of 
ircfs — ^worn ltaV!.x and l<»iijr j^hiA f •r wy .C'Ver- 
ingj LiiiJ b. r.i) Tcally a heill, thfui^ih in ihe'fliapd 
ci^ a man!*' If it be fo uifh (he Ir.nneH, \vhai can 
r^ic viexis (.f the illiiciafe be! Uiul« r (uch cir- 
Ciin ftances ihc nnnd ct»ntr.iCt8, afnl \u:q«fiics a 
rifilli riirn— the I'lhrc f»f \nu'nJi . iuJ r\ ilia cr itly 
utakt-n d — b fe ^nd I »vv iniiiirg^nCv.s aie h. d re-' 
coui'ie'ro/iirorder t-*. fi T iit> iS.e v rc.-tnt hi urs--- 
Si.d the ninid cnaiact'r » Xv v» cifi'^^y d geii. r »ic$. 
, T(» incro'iiK'e rhc anK/lr ft >rr-s i f k ioh Utfije,. 
polT (T'cV by Chrifti-.n C u vrn; .s ^nv>n^^* t*i ir., or 
t"<) dfforvl thciTi t!ic rrtca/»s orjicquiriu^ rha' krVow, 
ledg^ thtn1('clvc5^ muft, < onsuicr d b.nly m a 
phiianihroj ic p ihc of view, (nor t..kiii^ rcljj^ion 
into the accriinrj be hT^idv inu» rcant. Tnc 
f5rlt attcnipts lo do fo, will doi.bthfi he very iin- 
peiTcf^, at)d peihnps atteni«d u i- h hut lirilc fiic- 
Cefs; but the atteinpis mull br made iiTf me a^c 
iwd by r<mc nation — ami wc m <iy iilk—^uhat age 
fo proper as the prefen^ in uhich c vt ry Chris- 
tian country is roufcd to liter^iry, nnVral.. and re- 
Ilgious activity ? and what n^trions iso fit ak Eng-' 
land and the Netherlands --fo fir in pri»xinniry of 
siruarion,, wealthy and rnlcnt? This' I. iHinrfon^' 
commenced u«der ihe Government" of hfs Ne J- 
rherland's Majcfty, will we truft, be Considered 
ars entitled to the aid of learned and opulcnr'per-" 
fbns in Holland, and in Dutch India. '"F**/t a* 
tnbWied'gc of ibc^ Ghincfc language muil tre bP 
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high impnrrancc to a nation, whofc p»^'ffllti.»nf 
alinofV border on China^ at ihofc of the Ncihcr. 
land.^ dfi. 

The inveftigation of mere abdraA qticdi'M^s, 
and the gratificafion of fpiculitive curiusiry, 
are among ihe inferior «»bj ds of knowledge. In 
its .application tcr c«nnmerce, Co gur rnmcnr, ro 
the inrercnurfe of nations, and to ihc pracfx^l 
purpt>fcs of life, we behold ohj. db vaftiy more 
imporiant; and yet its view rifcst infi'iiicly ^ti^lur 
than even to thtfe. It points upward to Driry 
and forward to eternity. Ic it intended to con. 
du^ man to Gi>d-— and to make him happy for 
ever. Moll of chofe things about which our 
though. i are now engroflcd, our talents employ* 
ed» our property expended, and our time exhauft. 
Ci1» are di (lined to periOi: 

MORTAtlA FACTA FltiaVNT: 

The deeds of men will perilh. We can look 
forward to a period when the mofl magnificent 
works of art, on which the (kill and wealth of na- 
tions have been exhaulled, Ihall be dcOroycd, and 
not a single veHige of human greatncHi. or hu- 
man fcience left ab<mt them ; and when the rich- 
eft and mod extensive coll(<ttions < f books, and 
curiosities, and apparatus, • which literary, p^iilo- 
stiphicai, and antiquarian iiitiuHry has heaped to. 
gether through a lonir fucce(Ti.>n of J'g- s, Ihill be 
melted dc»wn in the ftimcs of the diflTiiving Uni. 
v^rfe, and no longer dittinguifh.iblc from the coi>- 
fufed mafs of its ailirs' 
• Thar knowledge, therefore, which termin.ites 
inobjedls merely m.iteriil and- trmporarv, how. 
ever ufeful in its pUce, is far from being adequate 
to render man a truly wife and happy bcing-^ 
which leads urto obferv : — 

Y 
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That THE niFFUSIOM Of CHRIS^riAItlTr is rfi€- - 
frcomi aivi chiffiibjcrt of rhis Inlliiurion Chrin. • 
tianiry \% ihat divine fcicncc ^hich reaches man* 
\\a\v to he virtuous in this worhl^ nmt happy af- 
tcr death. If opms to the view of his ever adivc 
f)ul, the profpcdl of a klicity ^hich exceeds the 
comprehensr«»n of the mort enlar^^ed inteir^— 
"which will more than fiJI his mn{] ufilvund.d dr-^^ _^^ 

sire.*^ and be cominenfur.ite with his : Xi(lrncr.*^*l^ ^ \v^ \ ) 
then, it he important to communicate c;.m.vort- 
kuou ledge, the advantages of which nre r«>nfi '.ed 
within the limits of a Ihort and unrert:un life, 
how much tinTc fi to impart divine knowledge, 
the hencfirs ol which ftietch forward in endleis 
and increasing progrcili^nt through, infinite age^ 
bevond the giave ! 

Ifwcf«»ra moment furvey the deplorable ig* 
norance, the drgr.iding idolatry, and' the multt. 
firious delusions of the people of China^ and the 
Iflunds of this Aichipclago; if wcrcfl A that 
nine tenths of them have tvirfHken the true Q»d^ 
and arc woifliipping gods of wood, ttone, ^nd 
clay ; and that the other tenth is involved in the 
faith of deceit** which run as deep prrhap*, a» 
any that blind the piigan world, — wc mud be, 
tnu hed with a frnfe of their ignorance, guilt, and. 
mifrry; and feel our obligatiim to do all in our^ 
power to impart to them tl>c knowledge of a. bct-^ 
cer f)flein. 

Since the days of the ApoHle^, chriftianity has 
been extemled and maintained by the inflrumcn- 
rality of ordinary teachers. Infpiration and the 
gift of tonjirues ceafed, hrc.iufe they were no long, 
er necciTiry; and from that time, it became, the 

■ '^'T~^~~~~ 

^ Referriog to ihe deiusiuus of M*ihuiiieUoisiii« '/. ' 
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dary of all fuhfcqucnt teachers* to (cck, hy clofe 
ftiiily of the Scriptures, and the ufc of common 
means» the qualifications requisite for their office. 
Thefe qualifications have hcen ufii «llv acquif*! 
in fomc Seminary, College, or University. Ii 
Europe, advantngv^ f»r culrivaiing the mind, 
ftcMini; ir with uUfiil k'towlcil*»<r, mid prpiring 
Candidates fc»r ih • rnnMi.in mi'iiftrv, arc indeed 
gieac, and iliily MK'roasi ij^— cn.iv thev continue to 
increafe more and mor. ; f.»r \vr ,\r>: fullv p-r- 
fu.idfd, that the more lw»rnrd anv pious Minillct 
or M ifio'i.iry is, f-i much ihc bcrici filed 15 he 
f»r the ri;4»u ililclnri^e of his higiily imi^orranf 
woik: riiofc ^Ho h.vc had but a hna I Ihare of 
hiifiian knowled^«\ ^rnrrdiy feel the value of a I 
more libri d vd.icifion, ( \hetlier pri Je will allow 
ihrin to he cti lid or not) b> the dif.idv.«ntag<*s 
whivh attend the w-mt of it. 

B ir, the moO learnrd and accompliflif-d men, 
on their fird arrival in tncle c >.intrics, labor un« 
dcr great difadvantages, if fluy have every thing 
to begin for themfelvc^. TUey know not how ro 
commc-ncc advantigeoufl : this is efpecially the 
cafe with thofe that ftudy Chincff; in as much 
as, with the exception of habits (»f application, 
and the knou ledge of univerlal grammar, they 
can derive but little brncfic from their previous 
attainments in the langtiages of the WcH. F«»r^ 
the Chi<vfc language is formed on pr.nciples to- 1 
rally different from thofc of alphabetic languags^ 
hence every thing is entirely new to the letirncrss 
and, without fome afliftance fr«>m th<ire who have 
gone before^ their progrcfs muft be compira. 
tively fl »w. They want local exjxrience; and 
men, much their inferiors, in other branches of 
knowledge, having enjoyed local advantage's for 
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but a (hoft timr; b come more immediardf ofe* 
fii' rhan they. Hence, the acilicf of ftimc liKal 
Iii(l«rution, siii^ihr ro chat now propifrd^ in which 
thoHr whf» C'»me from Europe or other C'>uutriet. 
miv he inifijred in the vernacular tonf^ues and 
rh'-ir profrrcfs accelerated by ihe aid of a fuirable 
collrdiiHi of mrive book«; bv'the affill'ince c*f 
pr»per teach»T$; and by ihe experience €»f thufc 
who have preceded thrm. It is wi hf»iic duubc. 
dcfinhle. that every M fli««nary flation (h'Hild oe 
fur:ii(h"d with the means of imparrin^ the kno«!v 
l-lgc«f which we fpcak; hut fome places are 
c!)r.if)er, m»»re healihy, more retired, aitd mi* r 
ceiKral thin others; and confequently pi-flefs na* 
(ur 'M\ fU'^'e advantiges for an Acidemical InlYi* 
til. :{>•!. B stii'-n, the expcnfe of furniihing every 
ft'ifi }it Mir> riir.ible houfes, books, te;«chcrJi, and 
nri^c r nrcrflTiry inllrumenfs of knowledt^f*, would 
be fdt ZiU* greic to allow the moft diitant hope iA 
its (Vc-r hemg accompli (lied. In regard to na- 
tuial ad'*4iiiagcs, Malacca is perhaps^ preferable 
ro anv of the places around. Moreover, the ftu 
aiulut (hat is afFirdcd by fcveral or many perfons 
iJjJvin^ tognher, and the emulation excited 
fliereby, arc of grcit importance every where; for, 
there arc perhaps, fvW men in the world fo en. 
tirirly unJcr the influence of purer oiitives, as ne- 
v»r to derive the lealV addition il fpur from thofc 
of a f'Cond.iry kind; and the relaiping inSuence of 
tropical dim »tes on the human ^Ucm, renders 
jthi.t fort c»f rxrifemt-nf, pr^hiblv, more neceffary 
thin in colder countries. Ir is alfo evident, that 
a It^tion where there is much aiitive labor, \i\ the 
wy of preaching or public innrudtion, is not T^ 
u»ll fuited fi»r fiich an Inititution; unlcf^ there be 
jodced, an adequate number of laborers to carry 
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on the a^ivc part of the fcrvicc, fo as tn leave 
fufl[icic*nt Icifure for thofe on whcim the duties of 
the College tlcvolvc, ro dcv<»re themfelves to fhc 
work €>fiuiiion. The f«>rce c»f this nbiervnti m is 
fcic in every ciinrry, whrre che vioik of innnic- 
tit»n is unclcr'akm; evn in thofe where rvrty 
pith of literature and fcience ha< br^n rrodcien 
f.ir a^itr^, ami where there i.i, romparaiively fpe*ik- 
ing^ little to do, hut to prefs f<>rH<ird in a rf»ad aU 
ready prepare*!; how tiiUCh m»»re then, in iholc 
coui>tri«s whtre thr pitocipal rhin^^sto be t.iuj^hr^ 
are to he commu'iicated through che medium of 
a foreign language-— a language at once diffi ult 
Co lira igersy and little cuhivalcd bv them — i 
language in w^iich there are no uf ful b >« ks, (I 
mean none that chriOia*) trachen could make- ule 
of) containin^r the El* nients of Knowlrdge — no 
InOicutes of Moral P»ilofophy* — no Svftrm^ c^f 
Divinity — no Church HiHories— ^and no C'ltical 
helps to underhand the Scripturr^^ — publilhed 
and ready as a foundation to build up4in? The 
preparation and compilation of thefe elcrnmts 
alone» will require many years, and the labors of 
fcver^l pcrfons, endowed with variety of tal nfs. 
Nor would the benefit of fuch compilation?, be 
CO! fiaed to native (ludents onlvj thofe v ho come 
troiii abroMil, even admittini; that thev have been 
already inftrui5ted in thefe fiibjc<^s, in their own 
languige, would alfo find them eicredingh ufrful 
at firlh B ing acquainted with the (uajRCTs, 
fhey would he abletu read fuch books fooncr than 

• Tiie SzE SHOO nmy iiid'-rd be considcTPd hh coiiraMii' g 
a systriii o» Mortl P»iii«t<oi>i»\; but of a P.iirHn kn»d; ex, 
treiiiely dcfetriivf ; frrqtirn'lv mixed wiib f.Hlte nriiici iie ; 
liftiHio^ to idiUirv; miri wiboui clt:<&r and jusl v'lt^g of uia 
Dciiy, au iu louiid.aioo. 
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mnj other; and their prrvtous attainmeAts would* 
^after a whilr^ fit them fur improving the firit 
works of thii fixture which will no doubt be im» 
pertrd. • - 

It ou^ht alfo to be notirrj^ th^it whether for na- 
tives r>r foreigners, a thorough KNowLCbcfi or 
THti CLASSICAL BOOKS of thc countrits in which 
tht*y lire to Ubor. of rhtir History, ReLtoro>^, 
ami Philosophy, is of the riasT importance; 
and (li aiUi hold a chief place in their tuition. A 

1 native preacher, unacquainted with ihe literal ^ e 
ami hrft'H-y of his own country, will he concrfrori- 
ble in ihe eyes (»f the brrter informed; and a lo. 
ni^ncr, uho his not read rhe books mod eiVeenv. 
ed by the peopj.-, and who cannot convcrfe about 
the grc«*t lines •»f rheir hiftiirr, :ind the principal 
events uhich have ^tF.clf^d tlieir political It^fe, 
Hill lab.>r u:id:rg'ear difiilv^iuagrs, he li^^hily 

I rrtecm il, and lolc a vaft l.-iirce of ment.il gratu 
fication, .^nd inftrucU >n.— B^siJv*, a preacner's 
indrtKllioiis will be ap4 to be vii(h«'Ut point, and 
ofien like a ihooti^g bolide the mark, it he have 
not a tolerable acqtiaintance with the hilToiy and 
literature of the people. His attempts to over- 
turn their idolatry, can hardly be cxp^dcd to 
have a jmlicious dindlion. He will be frew 
i^uently in danger of niiftak»ng an auxiliary for 
an enemy; and t\f OYrilooking fome point . in 
which Centrales the grand force of paganifm. 

But an adequate fupply and conltant fucccssion 
of chriftian teachers from Europe or America, i4 
hardly to- be ^xpeded. The ex pence is too 
heavy, the facr'fices too great, and the chances of 
war may cut off the Tipfly aliogether. * Nor in. 

• Ot iliiK^e have iin ixanmle in Uir Du»»h iH>sseM-ons 
iu India, duriug pan of itie late war, in nLich nia»t ol ih^ 
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deed are highly qualified ftran«;en so wc\\ adpu 
ed for evangrlizing the heathen, as lefs qualified 
natives are. Hence the nrctffty #f preparing 
mean^ for the education o( C\^r\i\u\ natives f.»r 
the minirtry. VVc c.uinot dftibc bur chat the 
principal oiirtc»f the w;vk of c Mivertinfj the na- | 
llona t(» C^»tilf, wdl b<r etftCtvd bv perfons b* rn 
and tauirht <ini<ing the people. VVc are aH'i tully 
auar^i.t tbcir u»«fiinc^s t.»r ih.it wmk, without si 
c« urC' of prcvijius «n{l«uJtioa in .i!>c<>h»i4\ , and 
the rlcinenfs of i uman kaovi le(<gv\ The prcfe'it 
Inditurion has thercfi»rc.i T cciilcve tofuch mrn. 
Thc»Ui£h ("omII m itM b t;ii>*»i= g, it is hopeii^ that 
in cotiilV of uiiie it may increafr^be fuinifhvd 
viith liudcnts of this dcicription, and viith the 
means c f inipirting in thenri a competent know* 
ledge o\ philofophy, facreil literature, theology, 
and other iinp«>riant and neCvlTify branches. Ac 
lead it fee ms our dury to hope for fuch an events 
and to make all the preparation in our powrr. 

It rarely falls tor he lot uf one generation of men 
both to commence ami to complete much that is | 
great and good. Obj^dts of a grnvT^l and public 
nature^ n quire the wirti(»ni» the patnuiage, and 
the fupport of many; and a union of thcie three 
thing's IS not to be cxpeclcd in a fliort: time. 

Ci.urcl.e» vvere left wuiicui Mii'isier'i.hud LuaooiOuies i*i b* 
out reUgiotts icutruc k)u« 
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No. viir. • 

Cbinrf^ ppfnfons a9td ptfjudues wbicb miliist^ againsi 
ibf Cospel^^D tssf¥M oj iab-.r aniii,mctmfst0d exm, 

In rhf OtoiuJ n-iflinn ofthiswoik wcfok nnrice 
Iti rty, ••t thf ft icc of the Chtficse as to religion and 
nri«T,»U — With rcj^aid ro rhrir (Vntimrnrs and 
pfM J . (Twll^' rs r|;»iitft tin Gi fpcl^ ihc y ^n rrrv nu- 
ni* to IS. VV« c in »>nly \\axu\: a few. Ani'Mit/ cithns^ 
iKc l««ll( wiiifsr chiin the iitcciuion of Midionarict 
ami M llioiia.y S<cittic^. 

I. Their vicvi^of ihc Suprcmr B< ing arc ob« 
j fcurc m ihc hi^hrft dcgrrc. Thr ccmtusioii chaC 
pcrvttdts thrir lacrcd hftoks on ihis tiindanrienral 
fubjiCt, If rxirrmc. He is generally ccmhiundrd 
^iin vi.^ibic* nature. Now and then a Icnrinunt 
rrhiiivc to divine juOice and goodmfs^iccurs; 
bnt| whire^ or in whom, rhtfc attributes arc 
UKig(d» ihe reader cannot prfRble difcover. On 
ntetting with a juft idea of God (for there arc 
r«Mue fuch in the nioO blinded narionsj he will 
fdl pleated to fee thai the great G ivernor of the 
Univrrfe ** has nor U ft bimfelf without a uir« 
\\x l>j** yet the tcrv next page will mufV prubablf 
prrfetu him with fome srnriment utterly inconsTs* 
It n ^ ith all our notuuis of fupreme power aiul ex* 
CuIet^Ct, and highlv derr.gaioiy tothe natural and 
nu^ral aurtbutea of Deity. To impart the ktiow. 
koge of the tiue &k1, — the Triune J^hotah, to 
tl is pei>ple, will be no eafy talk. We hare to 
o ml>at manr of thtir |>opular notions, and moft 
itveiTt* opinions— aiul to difcrimin^te clearly be- 
ix^een iht^le opinions tbai are radically and en. 
Iiitly wrong, and tbofc ptitlj founded in our na- 
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rural notions of God, but parrtially mixed with cr- 
tor,— ris difficult. 

2. They do not undcrHand, or fully rccogniz<*, 
the doiitrmc of divine proviilencc. Thr (rovrrn- 
nient of rhe world is fomctimes dividccl by thrm, 
between heaven and the gods — or b.twern hea- 
ven, enrth, and man — or between the San Paou, 
(i. e three precious ones of the BtiddhifttJ encli 
of uhich rul^!« in his turn. Inrtead of acknowleilg 
ing the condcfccnsion of Gi»d in employing his 
creatuies as inllruments in the execution of his 
purpofes, they teach and believe*, th.it the sag sarc 

EHSKNTIALLV NiCtSSARY TO HIVf, AND THATWITH* 
OUT THEVf HR COULD NOT GOVERN THK WOKLD ! 

3. Their notions of a future llare, form another 
obOacle to the Gofpel. Some prof fi to expedt 
no rewards after death — and to dread i\o punidi- 
ment, — nay, fuch do not even believe that they 
(h'lll exift after their breath departs. To ihefc 
perfons, the do<Jlrine of the fou!*s immortality 
and of the refurredlion of the body,— are a^ 
•• idle talei.**.--This is not, however, the general 
belief of the Chinefe.— -The far greater part of 
them believe the doClrine of the tranfmigration^ ( 
of fculs; anil thev are apt to conf >und the Chris- 
tian do-^'lrine t»f future retrihufions, with their 
own prepoftcn»u< dc»gm.is. With thefe, the dif- 
ficulty is not in Ctmvii.cing them that thlre ark 
rewards and puniihfncnts after death; but in ex« \ 
plaining to thrm the naTurr. causes, and tx- 
TtNT thereof. Li dcalmi^ with tlic mafs of the 
Chinefe, their popular bcljtf in the exirtcnce of 



future retribution^, mull be considercv! and im« 
proved as an auxiliaiy — to attempt to fhake this, 
would be to undermine a part ot the foundation 
of our own f)llciiK Wh?it is lobe done, there* 

z 



II 
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fore, is to ihfw the DrFr^RKNCs between rhnt groTs 
felicity and mifcry which a bewildered iinagnirfi. 
lion, a guilry confcitnce, and an intercllid pnrH- 
hood, — have painf cd, and placed btf«»re ihe crc- 
dul(»us peopU'; and ihar pure and rational h.ip- 
pinefjc, and that terrible and endlefs vior, — which 
the mercy and jufticc of Goi\^ have prepared h»r 
mankind — to poinr out the tkue CAUSts which 
bring men to everlafting ruin, and fliur them for 
ever out of heaven —to Ihew the hoavcn-dcvill d 
method, by ^hich the loul can be lav.d, in 
contrad>nindion from the muhifaiiiius caufes of 
future milery, and means of futurr hippint-fs, 
which their own gloomy and unfiuitful f\ IK in 
points out — to prove the endless and unciiang 
iNC DURATION of future retributions, in opposi. 
tif)n to their views of innumerable rvolujions 
and temporary fuffVrings, alter drath; — and to 
dircd to the practical uses ot fuch a fa»th, in 
deterring men from sin, ami in llimulaiing them 
t I a life of holy obedience. Now, this will be 
f unl a tafk of uncommon difficulty — fo confufrd 
are their views and bookx on ihefe points, that it 
is no eafy matter to ilifcover WHAT i r is whxh wc 
ought to conibdt — and, having difcovcrcd this, to 
maintain, and cherilh their general belief in fu- 
ture retributions, while at the f.mie time, we (hew 
the futility of thr arguments by which their par- 
litular definitions thereof arc fupported — and 
prove tlie infufficiency of the means by which 
tliey hope to elcapc miftry and attain felicity— 
and demoi (Iraie the injury of their f>ttem, to vir- 
tue and to happincfs-— to do this, will be a labor of 
peculiar delicacy and difficulty. The reprefen. 
tations of futuie glory and mifcry, in the fa» 
cred Sciipturcs> arc too exalted, too chafte^ and 
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too deeply marked with rhc hoHncfs and juflicc 
of G«k1, to be acceptable to ihofe pagans who arc 
deeply ftutlied in the dodrine of the Metempfy- 
chosis. The ChriiHao view of etern^il realiricf^ is 
neither MfNiTre nor gross enough for ihofe who 
profcfs t«> have nicnfurr*!, with geometrical prici- 
tiofi the height and depth, the breadth and 
length, of rhe prifon of d.irkneft; to be ca- 
pable to dfCciihc the furi<»iis evolutions of the 
fl mcs of rophri; an*! to exhibit to ocular infpec- 
fion, the m.»dts of toriu:e by which the various 
ciaflTcs f»t'fhe mlOrable, ate pUMi(lied.---The pleas- 
ifig atiiJ Ijinclf. in^ glories of efc^rnal life, arc 
toodiltuMC in«l fpirifUfil lor thofe who think they 
<in hoM f.ifh to open view, the mansions, the 
dref"^, the equipage, the employment, and the 
grandeur, of liappv men in the life to come. 

4. Their notions i»f the nature of virtue and 
vice are intlcfinite and obfcure. Thofc fligrant 
sins Agaitid which natural confciencc lifts its 
voice in e Viry ct»untry, are condemned, it is true— 
and thf»fc viriu/s of which it approves, arc com- 
monly considered honorable, and men exhorted to 
pra<5bifc them. But Chinefe philofophrrs and 
metaphysicians have explained and refined, till 
they have refined away virtue and vice, to mkrs 
R.LATive T^RMS— made man his own end — his 
prince aitd parents, his god — he laws of his coun- 
try, the llandard of his adhons — and interel), in 
fome (hape or another, his only motive in doing 
good, and in avoiding evil. M(»rali(>8 and pricfts 
jiave erred in a rather different manner. — Over- 
lo«>kiiig the grind f lundations and elTentials of 
virtue in genctal, they drive'^on fome p.iriicuhir 
one to fuch extra vigant lengrhs, as that it no long. 
er appears to be a viktue, but anoPFRESSfVE, bjr* 
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DENSONfE, IMPaACTfCABLB COMDITION OP SO<^t 

PRLSENT cooD. Tnc fflVncc of vice is fupoufcd 
to consifb chicflv in oppoiinj^, or difrenting fmm, 
liic ancicnrs, and its malijrnity, in the injury ic 
d >cs r«) indiviiiiiali and socicrics. 

5. Thrir hi^h and tinliiuitrd veneration for 
iluir facied Imes, whom (a« above n« riccd} they 
consider iieccir.iry Co G^n\% yea, fomrriines equal 
wifh him, — Conllitutcs a jjreat obftacic to chc 
Gofpel; as they con^iiier the ciicumllances of 
our blclFcd Lord's life ami death, as not only un- 
worthy ot A uifcand good mat», but rather as the 
proper awards of divine julHce for prifon^il <»r re- 
Urive crimes. This, at firif Mghr of theGoipeU, 
or at firrt hearing the hilh»ry of Chrift's Life, — 
is, I believe, not an uncommon impreflion among 
thrm. Thus, while ** he wak wounded for our 
tranfgre(lii)ns, and bruifed for our iniquities, we 
sinful m'»rral5, in the height of our ignorance, es- 
teem him to have been judicially fmitten of 
God and afflicflcd " — How Orikinglv is this ful- 
filled among the Chinefe ! — They praife Confucius 
in language and terms similar to th'»fe with which 
we sing the pra»fes of the eternal Gt>d, the Crea- 
tor of the ends of the earth ! To let forth Chrill, 
/ .the only begotten of the Father, among fuch a 
pe»»ple, as ckucifird, and yet the hi^pc of a lolV 
yiuilil — ;is Lt)rd of life, death, and eternity, to 
whf»m tven their f«ges muft bow down and be 
indchtrd f>r lluir falvaiion, — is a mort grating 
an(i unwelcome fub] ch •• It is f^oMhnefs to 
ihf n»." — Ir IS theie?<Me abf. lurrly nic^fiary, be- 
fore this nation can be tiulv viiiut»us aiitl happy, 
that iis venerition for ancient names be dtllroy- 
e «, or at Iw-all greatly wraketied ; f »f the names, 
examjdcs, and Tntings of inc v\ifc-men ot tormcr 
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days, arc considered ihc only fand^ions of virriir, 
and ihcii)f«illiblc lt<ind.irds by which opinions, an J 
vices, are to be tried. But this uill be a mol^ 
delicate, difficult, aOii tedious operurion. It h ill 
require a very full undcrdanding of the real n.itc 
of the quellion, of WHAt is to be cqnd xivf.o, 
and WHAT to be commend'^d in th«*ni — .md the 
reaf. >ns lor and ftguinil them. To rij^rcl ihcfe in 
the lump. Would be to condemn much ot wU.xt 
ourov*n fvftem iicknowlo4li»cs, fonimends, and en- 
joins; to (brink entirely f«<»m the talk of llu-w- 
tng wherein they have b-^en the means, oi m c.i- 
siiins, of keeping the people in ignor»n«:t, i.!(»U- 
trv, and vice, would be u-iw.uthy of thofc \\\\t> 
have a rcvrUtion from G »J^ and an etrrniiy l»iil 
open before them. Srill, the woik wjII be viiffi- 
cult— none ought to attfm|U it uithout a kmu- 
petent arquiintance with the«»I '^ cal friencc, and 
uith the Chinefe clafncal bodk^. — And if any 
thing (hould ever be written with this view, it 
ought to be in the firft ftyle of languige. A fail- 
ure would be for a time, very prrjinlicial rn rhr 
ciufe of truth — while a fucce(sful etfort would 
pnive of the greatcft pofTiblc fervice. 

6. T'^e Chincfe are taught to think themTlvrs 
fuptrior to all other people* a ccrtnin contemp- 
tuous feclinij towards f«»reigners, runs throu^^h » 
the bof»ki of Confucius and Menciu?*; it ft-emt to 
have aiflu.itcd their mioils; and influenced chnr 
language. *• F.»reignci'* feldom occurs in eith r 
ancient or modrrn Chinefe writing*, without oe- 
ing joinel by fomc difrcfpccKul epithet, implying 
or cxprtdi »g. fomething about the ignorancr, bru- ' 
taliiy, b.nbarifm, obtHnncv, and meauMtls of 
other nations; and their obligations to, or dr. 
pendcnce upon, China. This feeling is lluditullv 
cherilhed by the Government, ami manitcflcd in 
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all it« tr.inr;i<aion8 with ftranger*. Now, for a 
ofoplc thus elcvatfd, in their own conceptions, 
bv natur«',andciviliiation,and wealth,— to receivt 
fuoh a reli«i<»i» as the G-.Cj.cI «.f J fus from Uran- 
am wlu.m they dcfpife and lo<.k down upon.— 
ftrikes directly at the rout of rhcir national pride. 
Agiind this the G>»lprl has to work its way into 

7 The Chinefe hav<- prnrrallv a high i.lea of 
the ch.raCtcr of a trach.R. — T;>ey think he 
(h.Mild be grave, refeiveil, dignified, perfect; and 
held in hon.r hy the G.-verntnent and f e .pie. 
Tnis may it is true, iiitiinatcly tum to the ad- 
vantHfie ot the G..i[- !; but at firft there is reaf.-n 
to fear its operation «:! he hurttui; h'r. the " hu- 
mility x^ith vvhi.h th. i.ufTena rs of Chnft fh mid 
be clothed"— rhfir "comUlc luHog to men of 

l.>w eft.tc.;' their " preaching the Gofpcl to 

the POOH •• -their •• teaching in the marketplaces, 
and from houfe to houlc,"— in (hort, their being 
without fecular dignity and cclat.—are consider- 
cd ill be- fitting I le rank of teachers. While this 
{hews the ncceflity ot a circumfpetft and dignfied 
behaviour, in thofc « ho preach the Gofp' I t.. the 
Chimfe, it likiwis points out the propruty . t not 
, employing very young men in that woik unlefs 
' they be under the dircdion of fome elder laborers. 
The Chinefe are perhaps, more accuftomed to or- 
.. derand fubordrn.iionin the different ranks of 
f.,ciety, than any other people: the idea of a 
community in which all the members have equi.1 
authority, d-.es not Co much as exift among thrm. 
H)w far this delVrvcs the c..nsidcration of lyin- 
sionary S -cieties, and bodies of men laboring for 
the convcision of China, may indeed, be a ques- 
tion with many. But chat it defervcs very fe- 
rio« attention. «t firll. is with the writer beyond 
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« flouSc. S«>me well organized fyftcm of onfrr 
«nd rccksiiftical polity ihnuld be fix'd tipon bv 
rhof- focicties rh-.it arrcmpr the work; cithrrH-irr, 
there is a danger that a co'niiiuiiitv without laws, 
or whrre eich one's will is the hvv, >^'ill fall iiuo 
tlifrefpcol, and the tlignity of ciiarader that Ihonlil 
attach to the teach^-r of reli^xion, be lolh 

8. When the irurhs of chrribiniry are propofcd 
ro thi« people, thry attempt tn fiiul in their owfi 
r ft m (oni thing snnihr. I have fcen a in;in for 
many fiiccelTive montl^s, fperul a con$!«l.rahle por- 
tion of time, in trying to fi ul in their clillical 
H )ok<, fomcthing like the d'drine <»f rcilemp- 
tii>n, tnc immortality of the n)ul, and the icfiir- 
rrotion. The ingenuity of the learned in fncing 
rcfcmblances of this fort on one before he i« 
aware, is fuch as to reqnirc him to be conftantly 
on his guards that he may not make conccfiions 
derogatory to the Gofpel. It is very true, that 
we fhould avail ouifelvcs of the aid of rvcry good 
fentiment which we find exifting aniontr the hea- 
then. --niit to do fo wouid be dilhonor.ible to tite 
good lefs of God, who has tor wife purpofrs, 
miintai'ied them in the m jft" d* pravcd hem hen 
nations, from the beginning; but it is equally 
true that great caution is necessiry in admitting 
in full, toe explanations even of moral duty, e^iven 
in p^gm writings-- how much more in bringing in 
their philof«iphical opinions to the aid of the Gat- 
pel. The example of Origen of Alexandria, and of 
Tertullian in. Africa, ftaiuit to this dav -sour bea- 
con in fuch cafes. Thefe eminent Fathers in- 
deed, difF red widely in what ihev took from the 
heathen; Origen borrowing endlcfs fpeculationa 
from chcm» which led to allegorize away the ge- 
nuine fenfc of Scripture; while Tertullian ftood 
forth as the champion of MonalHcifm^ and pleaded 
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fnr (he inrrodu'flion i'Uo chc Church of Chrift, of 
rtiortifit ations praittifrii hy p.igans tor ages before* 

So unwilliniT arc fhc Chincf« to allow ihem- 
frlvcs to be furpiflVd, or rhat any other people 
pctirfi that of Ahich ihcy cannot boaft^ — that 
they fancy rrfrmt^lanrc s where there arc none, 
and, after lliixins; in vain to fiiul them, they ttill 
hiipc rhar \uch tlierr arr, and that if there (Tiould 
\ hippen to bcr none*, fhey are of no importance, or 
r«iu l\ ihcy wniiW have bren there. E^en th«>fc 
aninnji the n» u ho lovr the GofprI, need to be 
crctiHIy \v;iched ovfr, lea(\ their former opini(»ns 
ll.«»nlo uarp their ju(ignienr, anci lead ihtm to 
m.x the mith ot God viiih the mere didl.itcs of 
^.MiX'^i) wifloni. 

Thefc hints arc offered, not with a view to dis- 
courxge attempts for chc conversion of rhc Chi- 
nefe, but rather to (hrw the nature of the work to 
be donr, with the obftdcles to be removed; and 
to produce in all who are aftually engaged in the 
work, ajull convidlion of the importance of fee k* 
rng coiTipetent qualifications for the arduous fcr- 
vice; and of imptcflvng on the venerable body of 
men with whom the writer isconncdled, the nci^ 
cclfity of furnifliing their Chimfc Miflions with 
an adequate number of laborers, endowed with 
various talents; fo that no part of the pagan fys- 
tern may remain unlhaken, and none of the means 
enjoined hy our Lord and Saviour, Ufc umm- 
ployed. It is obvious that division op labor^ 
I and CONCENTRATED EXERTION, are eflentinl to 
the accomplifliment of any thing (hat will be of 
real and permanent fervice to the b.ll intercrtsof 
mankind. Hurried eff »tts, and works executed 
without due leifure and iibility, will not abide tho 
I tcft of future ages. 

END OP THB APPENDIX. 
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